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Today, 36.5 million Americans—
and 1 in 6 children (that’s 17.4 percent
of all American children)—are living
below the poverty line. They live in
families who are of necessity making
hard choices between food, health
care, heat and rent. To bring attention
to this national crisis, the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD) has designated January as
“Poverty in America Awareness
Month.”

I n

* A Preliminary meeting was held
on December 1 to launch a new chap-
ter in Las Vegas, NV, at the UNLV
Newman Center, under the sponsor-
ship of fr Albert Felice-Pace, OP.
Members of the core group are Dan
Morin, professed member of the for-
mer Eugene, OR, chapter; Dr. Henry
L. Duran, who makes a 240 mile trip
from Ely to be part of the group; Erik
Batzloff, and Terri Grisingher, both
residents of Las Vegas.

* The Sacramento Group which
was founded by Phyllis Sale, OPL, of
the St. Albert Chapter, has adopted its
formal name: Mary, Mother of the
Eucharist Group. They have elected
their officers, are meeting regularly
and forwarding minutes to Karen
Woods and fr Vincent Serpa as di-
rected, are well into their initial forma-
tion, and plan their first receptions in
the spring of 2008. Their moderator is
Sharon Senske, ass't moderator is

Cynthia Nedich, secretary is TBA,
treasurer is Andrea Nafrada, forma-
tion director is Phyllis, and Religious
Assistant is fr Brendan McAnerney
OP.

* The Modesto Group which is be-
ing founded by Sandy Uyeshiro, OPL
and Antonine Gratonik, OPL, is also
well into their first year of formation
with 8 members and others in the
wings. Sandy and Antonine held an
informational meeting in June of 2007,
and the group began meeting in
August. In December they held an Ad-
vent Day of Reflection with sr Christine
Wilcox, OP, and their chapter retreat
will be held with the Sacramento group
in January, 2008. They have chosen
the patronage of Bl Fra Angelico for
their name. Sr. Katherine Hamilton,
OP (San Rafael), has agreed to act as
Religious Assistant to the group.

*The Visalia Group, who are also in
the process of discerning their patron-
age/name, have been meeting since
their informational meeting and dis-
cernment retreat last spring. They
number 32 members. Several of this
group, including the co-founders, Jerry
DeMelo, Anthony Silveira, and oth-
ers, minister at Avenal State Prison
where they hope to found a chapter in
the near future. Sr Mary Sean
Hodges, OP, is their Religious Assis-
tant and also ministers at the prison.
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Kay McCarthy and Evelyn Garcia
received; Mark Duke, Norma Lopez
and Loretta Salado, first profession,
November 18; Clara Bjornson,
Isabel Delgado, Julieta Gonzalez,
Juliette Moore and Erik Pytlak, life
profession, November 20 (San Martin

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission T ogether
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At the beginning of the new year, | wish to extend
prayerful good wishes for peace to Governments,
leaders of nations and all men and women of good
will. In a special way, | invoke peace upon all those
experiencing pain and suffering, those living under
the threat of violence and armed aggression, and
those who await their human and social emancipa-
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tion, having had their dignity trampled upon. | invoke
peace upon children, who by their innocence enrich
humanity with goodness and hope, and by their suf-
ferings compel us all to work for justice and peace.
Out of concern for children, especially those whose
future is compromised by exploitation and the malice
of unscrupulous adults, | wish on this World Day of
Peace to encourage everyone to reflect on the
theme: The Human Person, the Heart of Peace. |
am convinced that respect for the person promotes
peace and that, in building peace, the foundations
are laid for an authentic integral humanism. In this
way a serene future is prepared for coming genera-
tions.

Sacred Scripture affirms that “God created man
in his own image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them” (Gen 1:27).
As one created in the image of God, each individual
human being has the dignity of a person; he or she
is not just something, but someone, capable of self-
knowledge, self-possession, free self-giving and en-
tering into communion with others. At the same time,
each person is called, by grace, to a covenant with
the Creator, called to offer him a response of faith
and love that no other creature can give in his place
(1). From this supernatural perspective, one can un-
derstand the task entrusted to human beings to ma-
ture in the ability to love and to contribute to the pro-
gress of the world, renewing it in justice and in
peace. In a striking synthesis, Saint Augustine
teaches that “God created us without our aid; but he
did not choose to save us without our aid(2).” Con-
sequently all human beings have the duty to cultivate
an awareness of this twofold aspect of gift and task.

Likewise, peace is both gift and task. If it is true
that peace between individuals and peoples—the
ability to live together and to build relationships of
justice and solidarity—calls for unfailing commitment
on our part, it is also true, and indeed more so, that
peace is a gift from God. Peace is an aspect of
God® activity, made manifest both in the creation of
an orderly and harmonious universe and also in the
redemption of humanity that needs to be rescued
from the disorder of sin. Creation and Redemption
thus provide a key that helps us begin to understand
the meaning of our life on earth. My venerable
predecessor Pope John Paul I, addressing the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations on 5 October
1995, stated that “we do not live in an irrational or
meaningless world... there is a moral logic which is
built into human life and which makes possible dia-

logue between individuals and peoples(3) .” The
transcendent “grammar”, that is to say the body of
rules for individual action and the reciprocal relation-
ships of persons in accordance with justice and soli-
darity, is inscribed on human consciences, in which
the wise plan of God is reflected. As | recently had
occasion to reaffirm: “we believe that at the begin-
ning of everything is the Eternal Word, Reason and
not Unreason (4).” Peace is thus also a task de-
manding of everyone a personal response consis-
tent with God® plan. The criterion inspiring this re-
sponse can only be respect for the “grammar” writ-
ten on human hearts by the divine Creator. ...
Finally, | wish to make an urgent appeal to the Peo-
ple of God: let every Christian be committed to tire-
less peace-making and strenuous defense of the
dignity of the human person and his inalienable
rights.

With gratitude to the Lord for having called him to
belong to his Church, which is “the sign and safe-
guard of the transcendental dimension of the human
person” (9) in the world, the Christian will tirelessly
implore from God the fundamental good of peace,
which is of such primary importance in the life of
each person. Moreover, he will be proud to serve the
cause of peace with generous devotion, offering help
to his brothers and sisters, especially those who, in
addition to suffering poverty and need, are also de-
prived of this precious good. Jesus has revealed to
us that “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8) and that the highest
vocation of every person is love. In Christ we can
find the ultimate reason for becoming staunch cham-
pions of human dignity and courageous builders of
peace.

Let every believer, then, unfailingly contribute to
the advancement of a true integral humanism in ac-
cordance with the teachings of the Encyclical Letters
Populorum Progressio and Sollicitudo Rei Socialis,
whose respective fortieth and twentieth anniversa-
ries we prepare to celebrate this year. To the Queen
of Peace, the Mother of Jesus Christ “our
peace” (Eph 2:14), | entrust my urgent prayer for all
humanity at the beginning of the year 2007, to which
we look with hearts full of hope, notwithstanding the
dangers and difficulties that surround us. May Mary
show us, in her Son, the Way of peace, and en-
lighten our vision, so that we can recognize Christ®@
face in the face of every human person, the heart of
peace!
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Karen Woods, OPL

At the beginning of Advent, Pope

Benedict XVI issued the encyclical “Spe
Salvi.” In commentary, Fr. Juan Pablo
Ledesma, dean of theology at the Regina
Apostolorum university says:

Using an image of St. Isidore of Seville,

we can describe in a stroke the content

of this second encyclical of our Benedict

XVI. Hope is "the foot" one uses to advance

toward future goods. The opposite is despair.

And the one without feet despairs.

Zenit further reports that
After a Mass celebrated by the
Pontiff® vicar for Rome, Cardinal
Camillo Ruini, the Holy Father ad-
dressed the young people: "I spiritually
entrust [the encyclical] to you, dear
university students of Rome, and
through you, to the entire world of
the university, the school, culture
and of education. Is the theme of
hope perhaps not particularly suitable
for youth? ...l propose to you that you
reflect, individually and in groups, on
that part of the encyclical which speaks
about hope in the modern age. In the
17th century, Europe went through an
epoch-making change. Since then a
mentality has become ever more wide-
spread, according to which human
progress is the work of science and
technology, while faith concerns only
the salvation of the soul. The two great
concepts of modernity -- reason and free-
dom -- have been, so to say, @isengaged©
from God."

It seems to me that this encyclical feeds into the
typical brand of Dominican preaching — bringing
the hopeful message of the Gospel to people who
have lost hope . That the Pope directs his
thoughts to youth is a heads-up for us. Certainly,
today’s youth has, in many ways, lost its footing and
is walking in the wrong direction — or directions,
perhaps, since there seem to be so many. Itisin-
cumbent upon us to refresh the basis of our own
hope so that we can share it as preachers.

" ## ( & !
Fr Vincent Serpa, OP

Recently | received some emails by members of
the Dominican Laity expressing concern over a
booklet published by the Dutch Dominican province.
At first | dismissed the whole thing as the Dutch
Church being the Dutch Church. But after reading
that the Dutch bishops took exception to what the
booklet said, | have had second thoughts. The book-
let laments the lack of an adequate number of
priests to celebrate Mass in local parishes there and,
using the early Church as its model, suggests that a
congregation could choose its own lay minister to
lead services. The minister and the congregation
would speak the words of consecration together.
"Speaking these words is not the exclusive right or
power of the priest," the booklet said. "It is the con-
scious expression of faith by the whole congrega-
tion."

Such rhetoric harks back to that of the days just
following Vatican Il. If it sounds rather Protestant,
this is because it basically is. One of the great sur-
prises that many Protestant converts to the Catholic
faith experience when reading the Church Fathers
for the first time, is the discovery that the early
Church was hierarchical as well as sacramental. It
far more resembles the current Catholic model than
it does the Protestant one.

Even the National Catholic Reporter acknowl-
edges that such talk is of little interest to the young
who make up the future Church in Holland. It's basi-
cally the work of an aging generation that is speak-
ing to itself. This same dynamic can be found in our
country as well. It is the young who have discovered,
much to the chagrin of those still living in the sixties
and seventies, that God must come before man and
that truth must come before feeling.

| mention this here because Dutch or not, these
are brother Dominicans, who like us, are dedicated
to speaking the truth in season and out, in fidelity to
the blood shed by our Blessed Savior. It is our very
identity to speak the truth and to defend it as the
Church proclaims it. This is not the first time that Do-
minicans have missed the mark and it won't be the
last. Nevertheless, it remains for you and me to
humbly submit to the teaching Magisterium of the
Church, acknowledging the call we have received to
guard this Treasure entrusted to us and to spend
ourselves doing just that.

See pages 8-9 for the statement of fr Edward Ruane,
Vicar to the Master of the Order
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From email:
Dear Lay Dominicans of Africa,

Thank you for praying for Kenya. Please pray especially
for the Lay Dominicans of Kisumu, Kenya, the home of Raila
Qdinga and the scene of some of the worst violence. Also,
the Dominican Friars and Sisters in Kisumu. Please pray for
both peace and justice. As Paul M told us, “If you want
peace, work for justice.”

Sincerely yours in Saint Dominic,
David Lutz, Moderator
Lay Dominicans of Nairobi, Kenya

Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you
called your servant Dominic to set off on a
journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds.

Re-create us, so that we might

faithfully and joyfully proclaim

the gospel of peace, through the

same Christ, our Lord.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation
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We know that Jesus Christ was born. Did you ever stop to think that Christ and His parents also experi-
enced being immigrants? Read Mt. 2:13-15. The Holy Family had to flee to Egypt. Immigration was also a
common thread running through a number of the Social Justice Reports submitted by your Western Domini-
can Laity Chapter Social Justice Contact Persons. So, it seems timely to report what various chapters are
doing in relation to immigration.

Claire Rogus and Gloria Serpa, of Corpus Christi Chapter, have written to politicians and to newspa-
pers both Catholic and secular on immigration, as well as on stem cell research, euthanasia, abortion on
demand and the legislation proposed and current on same. They have both received responses from Sena-
tor Diane Feinstein. Senator Barbara Boxer has not responded to individual letters but sends a newsletter
instead. Frank McMillan, of Mary Mother of Truth Chapter, said that John-David Garcia, reporting about
Social Justice issues in The Catholic Sun, teaches immigrants and works on the Justice for Immigrants
committee. Barbara Lynch from Tucson, Arizona’s St. Martin de Porres Chapter, noted that Humane Bor-
ders, www.humaneborders.org, is an inter-denominational organization in Tucson. One of their chapter’'s
members, Bill McHugh, works with Humane Borders, which has the primary mission of installing and
maintaining about 70 water stations along the Arizona-Mexico border in hopes of cutting down on the 200+
deaths among immigrants that occur in the desert each year. Bill has gone out himself to refill the water
tanks, but his main role this year has been to maintain the database of every “run” to refill or maintain the
water stations. Obviously, Humane Borders is also instrumental in advocacy for immigration reform legisla-
tion and policy. Dr. Santos Vega, of the St. Mary Magdalene Chapter in Tempe, AZ, published a book in
2007 entitled South Ranch II, a Habitat for Humanities neighborhood. Many of the families represent immi-
grants from Mexico and other Spanish-speaking countries. The book demonstrates how well families can do
once they acquire a home and have employment and educational opportunities. You can go online at http://

arizonamarcha.com/Dr.%20Santos%20Vega.htm to read more about the book.
George Kubeck, of the Bartolomeo de las Casas Dominican Chapter-in-Formation,
wrote that one of their members works on a just immigration reform law. Sandy Uye-
shiro, who was a member of St. Albert’'s Chapter and is now co-founder of the new
Modesto Group, reported that her parish ministers to immigrants working in the fields.

Fr Charles (Chuck) Dahm and Sr Dusty Farnan, who are our two North American
Dominican Co-Promoters for Justice and Peace, also emailed information on Immigra-
tion. Fr. Chuck recommended two books. Both are in paperback. The books have foot-
notes, so they aren’t the lightest reading, but they are filled with information. They are

available through Amazon.com: 1] Immigrants: Your Country Needs Them, by Philippe
Legrange, a comparative analysis of various countries but with focus on U.S. 2] Defining America Through
Immigration Policy, by Bill Ong Hing, The University of Notre Dame, is a good resource for the immigration
issue. Check out interesting, personal stories about immigration at http://forum.nd.edu/stories/. And it's
worth the $25.00 to purchase the DVD, “Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey.” For more information about the
DVD, phone (574) 631-3233, or, email, latino@nd.edu.

SEE details on the USCCB website:
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/povertyusa/povamer.shtml
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Maryanne Thacker, OPL, Promoter of Formation

As Dominicans, we are, first and
foremost, preachers. In a talk to the Do-
minican Sisters in Zimbabwe in 2002, fr
Liam Walsh said

...l want to share with you some of my
thought on the sacra praedicatio, to re-
visit with you the rock from whence we
are hewn, the charism that came to birth
in Dominic during those desert years in

Fanjeaux. What Dominic discovered in Fanjeaux was
that the Gospel is only preached when a whole
church preaches it; and that a whole church only
preaches the Gospel when it lives the Gospel. He
saw there the limits of merely clerical preaching: cler-
ics preaching in isolation would not be doing Gospel
preaching. But he saw that neither would there be
Gospel preaching without clerics. Dominic had come
to know the movements of lay preaching that were
flourishing in his day. These were revealing that what
made preaching credible was not canonical mandate
but Gospel living. Dominic learned this from them.
He learned it too, it must be said, from the Albigen-
sian preachers, who were often people of austere
and simple life. But from his own experience, and
from various deviations that had already emerged in
independent lay preaching, Dominic also knew that
canonical mandate and ordination had their place in
preaching. The preaching of the Gospel draws peo-
ple into reconciliation and unity in the Eucharist, and
in that builds them together in the communion of the
Church. The ordained make it possible for the
preaching of the Gospel to reach this ecclesial full-
ness. Dominic accepted that they had not alone a
place but a certain role of leadership in the sacra
praedicatio. But his more original intuition was that
the canonical mandate to preach given to the or-
dained would only be effective if they were first and
foremost Gospel people; and to be truly Gospel peo-
ple, not a clerical elite, they would need to live in
communion with and share the preaching with all the
gifted people in the Church -women and men, cleric
and lay, religious and secular, educated and non-
educated. That was something of what Dominic dis-
covered in Fanjeaux, in setting up the sacra praedi-
catio .

Let our formation make us Gospel people!

" $

Tony Galati, OPL, Promoter of Preaching

Western Regional Promoters meet once
each year to collaborate in the promotion of
our charism and identity of preaching within
the Dominican Family. Meetings included
study, prayer, preaching and discussion to
share ideas and resources, and to listen to
the Holy Spirit inspiring us to foster growth
in our congregations/province.

Representing congregations serving in the west
are: Sr. Cathy Olds (Adrian Leadership Council Rep-
resentative on Congregational Preaching Commis-
sion), Mary Irene Walker (Adrian, Western Region),
Sr. Mary Jo Knittel (Columbus), Sr. Kay Lewis
(Tacoma), Tony Galati, (Lay Provincial Council), Fr.
Denis Reilly (Western Province), Sr. Elizabeth
O’Donnell (Mission San Jose), and Sr. Pat Farrell
(San Rafael).

A booklet entitled “Preachers’ Almanac” has been
prepared by Fr. Reginald Martin. The Almanac cur-
rently contains names and contact information of
those in the Western Province who are available for
preaching and/or retreats. In the spirit of collabora-
tion, members of congregations in the Western Re-
gion are invited to submit the names of preachers
and teachers of preaching for inclusion in the Alma-
nac which is intended to serve as a resource guide to
all of us in the Western Region. If you would like to
be listed in the Almanac, please email Sr. Elizabeth
O’Donnell (Mission San Jose) at elizoop
@msjdominicans.org and include your name, contact
information interests and/or expertise in preaching —
in whatever area is your strength.

Future Preaching Workshop: Are you inter-
ested? Western Regional Promoters are currently
gathering information from congregational/provincial
membership and leadership to learn whether there is
sufficient interest to sponsor an event honoring the
800th anniversary of the Order in the form of a
Preaching Workshop to take place in the Western
Region. We would like to hear from you! If you are
interested in a preaching workshop, please email Sr.
Elizabeth O’'Donnell (Mission San Jose) at elizo-
dop@msjdominicans.org
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By Anthony Butler, Assistant Director

Dominican Volunteers USA (DVUSA) is a re-
spected organization for developing lay leadership
within the Dominican Family and within the Church.
DVUSA is a young member of the Dominican Fam-
ily, and it is providing vitality and a renewed sense
of what is means to be Preachers. DVUSA see it-
self as a witness for the gospel and a critical part of
the future of the Order of Preachers in the U.S. Itis
this sense of mission, this gift of sharing the cha-
rism that draws young women and men to give a
year of their lives in service.

This year we have eleven women and men serv-
ing in five cities in a variety of ministries. This spec-
trum of ministries is representative of the many
ways of preaching the gospel to which we've been
called to as members of this family. Two mission-
ers are in parish ministry in Hispanic-dominated
parishes. Two volunteers are aiding the education
of refugee and immigrant children in Atlanta. Two
women, one in Chicago and one in Houston, are
advocating for the rights of low-wage, most often
immigrant, workers. We have a woman working
alongside Sr. Eileen Gannon, OP, at the United Na-
tions. One woman is working with preschool chil-
dren with learning deficits, while her housemate is
currently ministering with elderly. In another com-
munity, there is a young woman ministering to the
educational needs of formerly incarcerated individu-
als, while her housemate works in a learning center
for homeless women. And we’ve been involved
with many other ministries in the past.

In 1973, Sr. Marcella Connolly, OP (Sinsinawa)
founded the Apostolic Volunteers. This program
was solely funded and administered by the Domini-

can Sisters of Sinsinawa. Later, Dominicans in the
South and West began programs. In the late
1990’s many East Coast communities wanted to be-
gin a program, and there was a coming together to
look at possibilities. A new program came forth in
the spirit of uniting with the entire US Dominican
Family. We have been continually, since our birth
in 2000, working in a spirit of collaboration. Now is
the time to unite more intentionally with our brother
and sister Lay Dominicans.

We would invite you to think of college age, es-
pecially graduating seniors, whom you know that
have demonstrated a desire to be of service. We
have found that in the almost 35 years of Domini-
can volunteering that on average 75% to 80% of
program participants link to the program because of
a preexisting connection with someone in the Do-
minican Family. If you would like to nominate an
individual you believe would be right for our pro-
gram, you can request a nomination form, down-
load one from our website or simply contact the of-
fice. For more information on how you can be in-
volved, for more information about the program, to
join our mailing list, or to just chat about the joy of
sharing the preaching please feel free at anytime to
contact our office. We look forward to hearing from
you.

Dominican Volunteers USA
1914 S. Ashland Ave., 2" Floor
Chicago, IL 60608
708-524-5985
dominicanvolunteers@gmail.com
http://dvusa.org
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A Response to Dutch Dominicans

Recent news services report that Dominicans in
the Netherlands have published a document recom-
mending that lay ministers chosen by their congre-
gations should be allowed to celebrate the Eucha-
rist if no ordained priests are available. Distributed
to all the parishes of the country, the document
calls on the Church to " drop its priest-centred
model of the Mass in favour of one built around a
community sharing bread and wine in prayer." Bro
Edward Ruane OP, (St. Albert) Vicar to the Master



of the Order, has issued a response to this docu-
ment.

Church and Ministry: Publication of the booklet
by our Dutch Dominican Brothers

As we know from the Acts of the Apostles, the
guestion of ministry in the Christian Community has
been a challenge from biblical days when the early
Church instituted the Order of Deacon. Still in our
own day, the question of adequate ministry to God’s
People continues to be a question to which the
Church responds in diverse ways in different parts of
the world.

The Eastern Church has always had both a mar-
ried clergy alongside a celibate clergy. In the West-
ern Church there has been a lengthy tradition of only
celibate priests. Church authority has reaffirmed this
tradition on several different occasions. Neverthe-
less, this tradition continues to be questioned by
some, especially when this tradition apparently pre-
vents the wider celebration of the Eucharist, which is
essential to the life of the Christian Community. Nev-
ertheless, in both the Eastern and Western
Churches ordination is essential.

The shortage of vocations to the Ordained Priest-
hood is pressing, particularly in some parts of the
world. It is right for the Church Community to be
concerned about this shortage. Our Dutch Domini-
can brothers share this grave concern and desire to
dialogue about it. Perhaps they feel that Church
authority has not adequately dealt with this question
and, therefore, they are pressing for a more open
dialogue.

The booklet published by our Dutch brothers was
a surprise to the General Curia of the Dominican Or-
der. While we laud the concern of our brothers, we
do not believe that the method they have used in
disseminating this booklet, nor the solutions that
they have proposed are beneficial to the Church nor
in harmony with its tradition. While we share their
concern about the availability of the Eucharist and
priestly ministry, we believe this concern must be re-
sponded to in careful theological and pastoral reflec-
tion with the wider Church and Dominican Order.
04/09/07
Bro Edward Ruane OP
Vicar to the Master of the Order

From www.domlife.org
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Brian Pierce, OP (St. Martin Province) was among many
Dominicans who witnessed the beatification of almost 500
Spanish Martyrs in Rome recently. He recalls the events
and reflects on their meaning for us as members of the
Order of Preachers.

| write these reflections, at the request of our
brother, Carl Trutter OP, to share a few impressions
of my experience of participating in the celebration
of the beatification of the 498 Spanish martyrs this
past weekend in Rome (all martyred between 1934-
1937, during the Spanish Civil War). Though | did
not see any of our other brothers from the Southern
Province at the ceremony, one friar from Santa Sa-
bina told me that he sat next to our brother, Jose
David Padilla. It was a sea of humanity!

The weekend of celebration and reflection began
for me on Saturday morning, Oct. 27th, the day be-
fore the beatifications, when fr Vito Gomez, OP, the
Order® Postulator General (and the grand nephew
of one of the Spanish martyrs), preached a very
moving homily during the morning mass at Santa
Sabina in Rome (where fr Carlos, Master of the Or-
der, was present). Speaking about St. Dominic®
long hours of prayer before the tomb of St. Peter in
Rome in the winter of 1217, fr Vito noted that it was
precisely at Peter® tomb that Dominic had the pro-
found spiritual experience in which Peter and Paul
appeared to him in a vision. St. Peter gave him a
staff (“and not a cross,” noted fr Vito) and St. Paul
gave him a book. Then they said to Dominic, “Ve y
predica” (“Go and preach!”). “It was very soon after
that experience,” he said, “that the second papal
Bull, calling the Order a universal Order of Preach-
ers, was issued.” Then, referring to the more than
seventy Dominican martyrs soon to be beatified, fr
Vito went on to say, “Tomorrow, here in this chapel
of Santa Sabina, the picture of Buenaventura Garcia
Paredes OP, former Master of the Order, will be
venerated publicly for the first time. Many of these
martyrs served as missionaries (in China , the Phil-
ippines , Peru , Central America and Louisiana ).
They are the fruit of Dominic® prayer, for it was
there, at Peter® tomb, that the universal mission of
the Order was confirmed by the Church.”

It seemed only right, then, that the beatification of
our brothers and sisters in St. Dominic (friars, sis-
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ters, laity and one contemplative nun) would also
happen at the tomb of Peter. Under a lovely blue sky
and a hot, autumn sun, Cardinal Saraiva presided at
the beatification ceremony, along with hundreds of
concelebrants (all wearing the religious garb of their
respective martyrs) and tens of thou-

sands of people stuffed into every cor-

ner St. Peter Square . Dominican

women and men, lay and religious, from

many different countries, but especially

from Spain , were present for the cele-

bration. Pope Benedict XVI also made

an appearance at the end of the cere-

mony, greeting the crowd in several lan-

guages and leading us in the praying of the Angelus.

Before the beginning of the mass, several very
moving excerpts from letters and testimonies of
some of the martyrs were read. One testimony told
of a layman removing his shoes before being led to
his execution. When his persecutors asked why, he
responded, “Jesus went to the Cross barefooted; |
will too.” He was shot with his arms outstretched in
the form of a cross, praying for forgiveness for those
who were about to kill him.

The evening before the beatification ceremony,
at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, a poem
was read that had been written by a lay Dominican,
Antero Mateo Garcia, for his Carmelite daughter on
the day of her profession. Both Antero, a railway
worker, and his wife had joined the lay Dominican
chapter in Barcelona . On several occasions Antero
had served as a “camillero,” helping to carry the in-
firmed in cots on pilgrimage to Lourdes . On August
6, 1936, while waiting for his wife and Carmelite
daughter® arrival at the train station, Antero was de-
tained. On the night of August 8, beneath the
“Dragon Bridge” in Barcelona, he was executed. He
was 61 years old.

At the head of the Dominican list of martyrs was
the former Master of the Order, Buenaventura
Garcia Paredes OP. As prior provincial, with resi-
dency in Manila in the Philippines , he helped to
strengthen the missionary efforts in China and Viet-
nam , and purchased the property where the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas is located today in Manila . In
1911 he helped to establish the presence of the
Spanish Dominicans in the Tangipahoa region of
Louisiana , USA . In 1926 he was elected Master of
the Order, and finally retired to Ocafia , Spain a few
years later. On August 12, 1936, at the age of 70,

he was martyred in Madrid . Next to his body they
found his rosary and breviary.

Another of the Dominican martyrs was a young
Mexican by the name of Reginaldo Herdandez
Ramirez. Forced to flee the diocesan seminary in

Guadalajara , he was sent to Spain
where he entered the Order in Astu-
rias . Known for his writing and lan-
guage skills, as well as his gifts as
an artist and painter, he was sent to
Madrid to study Law very soon after
being ordained in 1933. When the
Republican persecution of the
Church began to spread, he sought
safe haven in the Mexican embassy, but was re-
fused because he was a priest. Captured on August
13, 1936, he immediately identified himself to his
captors, “I am the Mexican religious that you are
looking for.” He was executed the same day. He
was 27 years old.

Also in this list of the 498 “Spanish Martyrs of the
XX Century,” we find the name of the first Spanish
contemplative nun to be beatified. She is also the
first Dominican nun to give her life as a martyr. Sis-
ter Josefina Sauleda Paulis OP, from Barcelona ,
entered the monastery in 1905, where she served as
infirmarian, chantress, procurator, prioress and mis-
tress of novices. On July 19, 1936 she and her sis-
ters were forced to flee the monastery and hide out
in the homes of different families. She was captured
on August 31 and interrogated for twelve hours. De-
spite many threats, she refused to reveal the where-
abouts of the chaplain and other sisters. She was
finally led outside to a waiting car, but before getting
into the car she said, “If you are going to kill me, why
don®you do it right here?” Her body was found the
next day at the local racetrack. She was 51 years
old.

And the list goes on and on.**

There is a final note that | would like to add to
this reflection. Two days before the Spanish martyrs
were beatified in Rome , another European martyr
was beatified in Austria : Franz Jagerstatter. In fact,
our brother Art Kirwin OP ( Province of St. Martin de
Porres ) attended the beatification of Jagerstatter, a
husband and father of three, who was beheaded on
August 9, 1943 for refusing to be conscripted into
Hitler@ army during World War Il. The chaplain that
visited him before he was killed stated, “I can say
with certainty that this simple man is the only saint |
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have ever met in my lifetime.”
| think it is important to mention this second be-
atification because it reminds us that martyrdom is
a path of fidelity to Christ and not the result of sid-
ing with one or another political ideology. Just as
there are Spanish martyrs who were killed by com-
munist extremists, so too are there martyrs who
were victims of Franco and Mussolini® fascism
and Hitler®@ Nazism in Europe . Fidelity to Christ
knows no boundaries. What a marvelous witness
to know that our Dominican Family was present at
both beatifications. | pray that the martyrs of the
XX Century will show all of us the way to faithful
discipleship in our living out of the gospel of Christ.
From www.domlife.org
Originally appearing in IDI (www.idi.op.org)

In addition, immediately below is the story of one
of the recently beatified Dominican Martyrs of the
Spanish Civil War, significant for us because he
also spent time in the United States...

Bl. Pedro Ibafiez Alonso, O.P.

Fr. Ibafiez Alonso was born on April 27,
1892 in Fuentes de Nava, Palencia (Spain).
He joined the Dominicans in Avila and
made simple profession on September 5,
1909. He moved to the U.S. in October of
1914 to complete his theological formation
at the Spanish Dominican College in Ro-
saryville, Louisiana. He made solemn pro-
fession at Rosaryville on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception in 1915. He left Ro-
saryville and arrived in the Philippines in
July of 1916. There he was ordained to the
priesthood. He spent time as a missionary
in China and then returned to Spain in
1934. He was forced to flee the Convent of
the Rosary in Madrid after communists
came looking for him and others in order to
kill them. For a while, he lived in hiding in a
hostel near the convent until he was caught
by the communists. He was killed on
August 27, 1936 after being brutally beaten
by his captors.
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**A list of our Dominican martyrs is pub-

lished on that page as well.
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Holy Rosary Chapter news:
Thanksgiving Baskets: Thanks go to Cecelia
Hoesly for once again spearheading our Thanks-
giving Basket apostolate. This year we distributed
65 generous baskets to those who might not other-
wise have had a good Thanksgiving. Various Holy
Rosary Parish Groups and individual members
also contributed to the success of the apostolate.
Ongoing Formation: We are continuing with the
study of Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love), an encyc-
lical by Pope Benedict XVI.
Retreat: Plans are underway for our retreat for
2008. Sandy Miller has arranged with Fr. Bernard
Blankenhorn, O.P. and Our Lady of Peace Retreat
for our 2008 annual retreat to be on April 18, 19
and 20, 2008.
Prayer Cards: Prayer member Marjie Leo put to-
gether prayer cards for the chapter as she has
done in the past. Each card has the name of one
living member and one deceased member for the
chapter member who receives it to pray for for the
coming year. Each card also has the name of a
Dominican Saint or Blessed to be the Patron for
that chapter member for the year.
Christmas Party: Plans are underway to celebrate
the Christmas season on Sunday, January 13, The
Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord and the official
last day of the Christmas season in the liturgical
calendar by having a potluck at the John Paul Il
Center in Camas, WA. Carol McCaulley, who is in-
volved in the center, offered this as a place to meet
so she could further introduce us to the center and
its work.

H#5

Preaching Justice: Dominican Contributions to
Social Ethics in the Twentieth Century

Edited by Francesco Compagnoni OP and Helen
Alford Op; preface by Gustavo Gutiérrez OP. Do-
minican Publications, December 2007.

Preaching Justice covers the work of over 30 in-
dividual Dominicans, friars and laity, across the
troubled period of the twentieth century.

Order online: http://www.dominicanpublications.
com/ Price: 30 Euro.
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de Porres Chapter).

Jennifer Swanson (Our Lady of the Mountain
Chapter), who has been appointed by her Bishop as
a representative and teacher for the Creighton
Model Fertility Care System, which was recently ap-
proved by the government and given insurance rec-
ognition.
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Frs John Paul Forte and Dominic De Lay’s new CD:
“BLACK AND WHITE: A FRIENDSHIP IN SONG”
In this unique recording of their concert, they
share the spirituals and chants that brought them
together and that has brought other black and white
Americans together through the centuries. Featuring
many of the songs you've heard them sing in con-
cert, plus new ones, all woven together with their
story of faith and friendship. The suggested dona-
tion is $15.
HOW TO ORDER: Checks should be payable to
“Western Dominican Province” and sent to
fr Dominic De Lay O.P., 1977 Carmen Avenue, Los

Angeles, CA 90068. Please include on your check
or accompanying note your address, your email,
and how many CDs you would like. Be sure to write
clearly.
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