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We have a new president of the
Lay Provincial Council: Tony
Galati of the Holy Rosary Chapter,
Portland, formally takes office on
August 20, 2008. Elected to fill out
his unexpired term as vice-
president was Denise Harvey of
the Queen of Angels Chapter, Los
Angeles.

The Executive Committee has
appointed two new promoters:
Dionysus Flora of the St. Joseph
Chapter, San Jose, is the new Pro-
moter of Formation; John Keenan
of the BIl. Margaret of Castello
Chapter, Boise, is the new Pro-
moter of Justice, Peace, and Care
of Creation. Profound thanks to the
former promoters, Maryanne
Thacker and Joyce Calagos;

St. Joseph Chapter: Alene
Wilhelmi, secretary; Lydia Guz-
man, co-secretary;

Lena Leveriza and Terry Segelke,
received; Mark Lazzaro renewing,
June 14 (St. Monica Chapter-in-
Formation);

Eleanor Diaz, Gloria McKnight,
Andrea Nafrada, Cynthia Nedich,
and Sharon Senske, received June 8
(Mary Mother of the Eucharist Chap-
ter—in-formation, Sacramento);

Judy DuVall, Maile Hadley, Bob
Jamieson, Don Palencia, Olive Rie-
flin, JoAnn Root, Linnar Teng, and
Charles Wadlow, received June 7
(Seattle Chapter-in-formation);

Alene Wilhelmi, first profession;
Aulani Cler and Frank Dirksen, re-

ceived, May 18 (St. Joseph Chapter);

John David Long-Garcia (Mary
Mother of Truth Chapter), Managing
Editor of the Catholic Sun (Phoenix),
winner of the 2008 Egan Award for
Journalistic Excellence;

our brothers who are newly or-
dained to the priesthood (May 31): frs
Dominic DeMaio, Augustine Hi-
lander, James Moore, and Dismas
Sayre;

our brothers who professed solemn
vows on June 7: frs Michael
Amabisco, Stephen Maria Lopez,
Christopher Fadok, (Karl) Lupe
Gonzalez, John Marie Bingham, and
Isaiah Mary Molano;

DomLife.org has launched its an-
nual appeal for funds. Let us support
it as well as we can.

Dominican Life | USA is an online
news magazine that informs readers
of news and activities of Dominican fri-
ars, sisters, nuns, laity and associates
in the United States, promotes the
preaching charism of the Order and
inspires action on behalf of justice
and peace.

Preaching resources, action on be-
half of Justice issues, Books, feature
stories and breaking news about and
for Dominicans, members of the Order
of Preachers is what Dominican Life
is all about. It offers a wide variety of
news and information that reaches
across the United States and beyond
to Dominicans around the world. Dom-
Life.org offers you a free email sub-
scription update that comes to you bi-
monthly.

In twelve months (2007-2008)
DomLife.org had over 5 million hits.
The site averages over 50,000 page

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission T ogether ‘
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Parable Conference for Dominican Life and Mission to Close: | PARABLE
Mission & Dream Live on in the Dominican Family

CONFERENCE

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

After thoughtful discernment and extensive consultation with leadership
throughout the US Dominican Family, the Board of Directors of the Parable Con-
ference for Dominican Life and Mission has decided to dissolve the Conference.
The closure comes at an ambiguous time of substantial change, with pockets of :
cooperative activity and some expressed desire for ongoing collaboration within  [J e ~ g
the US Dominican Family. Dominican Life & Mission

From its inception Parable has sought to be a place where the entire US Fam-
ily (Friars, Laity, Nuns and Sisters and Associates) could meet, study, reflect and grow in our call to be the
Holy Preaching. We believe that Parable's mission to unite the energies of the entire Dominican Family in
the US has contributed a significant dimension to the Order's preaching effectiveness. Parable has filled a
unique role and this transition signals a new moment for the US Dominican Family. The mission of uniting
the energies of the entire Dominican Family in the US for the sake of preaching the Gospel remains a
dream worthy of our best efforts.

We solicited input in a letter sent to leaders of various Dominican entities across the United States in
early January 2008. Board members came to the decision to close Parable Conference in the light of the
input we received from the letter as well as limited financial resources.

Our process of discernment led us to the important realization that, although many constituents of the
Dominican Family articulate a dream for collaboration among the entire Family in the US, there appears to
be no center of gravity for this dream. It is clear to us that the present reality of the US Dominican Family
demonstrates both the need for and resistance to such a center (e.g., a Secretariat), and that Parable can-
not become or implement such a center. We want to affirm the importance of a Family wide focus on Do-
minican life in the United States and we pray that the appropriate structure or alignment will emerge to fos-
ter that collaboration and fullness of Dominican life.

We are planning for dissolution of Parable Conference in a manner consistent with our mission of col-
laboration, which will include:

fulfilling all program commitments, including the 2008 Lands of Dominic Pilgrimages,

bequeathing program materials for open use by the entire Dominican Family, including the Lands of
Dominic Pilgrimage and the At Home with Dominic Retreat, and

distributing Parable's remaining assets to other Dominican entities in accordance with the Confer-
ence's bylaws.

We want to express our profound gratitude for the grace that Parable has been to the Order these past
32 years. We are grateful, too, for the Executive Directors and staff who served Parable over its vibrant life,
and for all the women and men whose vision and hard work made the gifts of collaboration we enjoy today
a reality and a legacy for future generations. We are thankful for the preaching charism entrusted to us as a
Dominican Family and we hope that each one of us will continue to embrace personally our common call to
collaborative preaching of the gospel through our shared life and mission. With the closure of Parable and
the sharing of our legacy and remaining assets comes fresh opportunity for new avenues of collaboration
among Dominicans.

Gratefully in Dominic,
Maureen R. Geary, OP (Grand Rapids)
President of the Board of Directors
on behalf of the entire Board
Thank you for your support of Parable Conference.
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The first new members of the
Mary Mother of the Eucharist Chap-
ter in Formation were received on
June 8 at a parish Mass at Holy Family
Church in Citrus Heights, where the
group meets. The pastor, Rev. Mi-
chael Kiernan, presided at the Mass;
fr Brendan McAnerney, OP, Religious
Assistant, presided at the Reception
ceremony, and Karen Woods, OPL,
President of the Lay Provincial Council,
and Phyllis Sale, OPL, foundress and
Formation Director, received the new
Candidates.

Left to right: Andrea Nafrada,
Treasurer; Sharon Senske,
Moderator; Cynthia Nedich,
Ass’t Moderator (holding son
Alex); Gloria McKnight; and
Eleanor Diaz, Secretary.

The first members of the Seattle
chapter in formation were received
on June 7 at a parish morning Mass
at Blessed Sacrament Church. Pre-
sider for Mass was fr Garry Capple-
man, OP, Religious Assistant. Karen
Woods, OPL, President of the Lay
Provincial Council, received the new
Candidates.

Top, left to right: Don Palencia,
Judy DuVall, Treasurer; Char-
les Wadlow, Olive Rieflin,
Bob Jamieson, Moderator; fr
Garry;

front, left to right: JoAnn Root,
Linnar Teng, and Maile Hadley,
Secretary.
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Tony Galati, OPL

When | made my life profession years
ago, | had no idea that my life as a member of
the Dominican Order would become so inti-
mately tied to that Order. I'm humbled by the
action of the LPC in June that elected me to
serve as your president, and | pray daily for the
grace of Jesus to guide me in a new role of service.

No one seeks this office — or any other — in our
Lay Provincial Council, but | can say without equivo-
cation that those of us called to office pray that we
serve you well. My first act, | think, should be to ask
for your prayers, your encouragement, and, your
support. Having watched Karen Woods for many
years now, | know something about the time she’s
invested, the effort she’s expended, and the occa-
sional agony she’s endured during her tenure. |
thank her publicly for her years of service to the
Province and ask God'’s continued blessings on her.

Joining me as officers will be Denise Harvey
(Queen of Angels Chapter) who was elected to
serve as your Vice President; Steve Cain (Thomas
Aquinas Chapter), re-elected for a second term as
Treasurer; Mary Halvorson (Holy Rosary Chapter)
as Secretary; Gary Sims (Holy Family Chapter) as
DLIPC Representative and, of course, Fr. Vincent
Serpa, OP, our Promoter. | should mention that
Steve Cain over the past year also served as the
chair for the committee appointed to rewrite our
Particular Directory, and all who have read it agree
that he, and the committee, produced an outstand-
ing, and faithful, document about how we should
live our daily lives.

The LPC also appointed two new promoters:
John Keegan (Blessed Margaret of Costello Chap-
ter) as Promoter of Peace, Justice and the Care of
Creation, and Dionysus Flora (St. Joseph Chapter)
as Promoter of Formation. John brings with him a
deep commitment to the principle of the sanctity of
life, and Dionysus, who also serves as his chapter’s
formation director brings a deep love of St. Dominic
and his Order.

I’'m very excited to be working with all of these
dedicated servants, and I'll be looking to them for
sound advice.

Finally, although you'll be hearing plenty about it

Continued on page 7
in the coming months, I'd like to direct your atten-
tion to the proposed, revised, Particular Directory

Fr Vincent Serpa, OP

While we were having our annual June
meeting of the Lay Provincial Council in Oak-
land, Catholics from around the world were
gathering in Quebec City for the 49™ Eucharis-

tic Congress. Although once devout, Quebec has
become quite secularized. Cardinal Marc Ouellet, its
archbishop, offered the city as the locale for the con-
gress in an effort to bring attention to the Eucharist
there. In response to the moral and religious decay
of a society, it wouldn’t occur to most of us to think
first of the Eucharist. This, of course, tells us some-
thing of our own secularization. There is no denying
that fact that the Catholic Church is the Church of
the Eucharist. The Eucharist is its greatest gift be-
cause it is Jesus Himself in our very midst. What is
so vital about the Eucharist is HOW it is Jesus in our
midst. It is only through attention to Good Friday
that we can understand this. His passion consisted
of the inter-play of mental and physical suffering
which continually demonstrated for Him the extreme
rejection that the human psyche abhors. Human re-
jection led Him to the cross and divine love con-
quered it.

Due to the position of His up-stretched arms as
He hung on the cross, His lungs were so squeezed
that He had to push down on His crucified feet to
raise His body that they might fill with air. Because
of the extreme loss of blood, He was so weak that
doing this once demanded extraordinary effort. Yet
He managed to maintain such effort for three hours.
By the end of the third hour He came to the point
where His strength gave out and His agony was at
its peak. In that eternal moment He gave up His
spirit and died, giving us His life. That moment not
only transcends time, it is frozen in time and is pres-
ent to us under the appearance of bread and wine.
The Eucharist is simultaneously the sign of His hu-
man death and His divine love. For this to go ig-
nored does the earth and its inhabitants far more
damage than all the global warming and browning of
the earth that one could possibly conceive!

It is just not possible for us to comprehend the
power of the Eucharistic presence of Jesus in our
midst. As Dominicans it is our honor and duty to
foster our order’s devotion to such divine presence.

Continued on page 7
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For the repose of the souls of
Richard Silvernale, brother of Dea-
con Charles Silvernale, OPL (St. Rose
of Lima Chapter), July 4;
Gloria Navarro, OPL, (St. Dominic
Chapter), June 30;

Fred Cassasa, father of Kathy Stur-
geon, OP, (St. Rose of Lima Chapter), June 16

Maria Quy Thi Le, OPL (St. Vincent Liem Chapter, Oak-
land), May 2008.

Felix Banach, OPL (1914-2008), long time Queen of
Angels Chapter member, April 29

For all those who mourn;

For the victims of natural disasters;

For relief of hunger in our world, especially in Africa;

For a peaceful solution to international hostilities, and for our
service men and wormen in the Middle East;;

For those who are ill among our brothers and sisters;

For those recommended by the chapters:

Bl Margaret of Castello Chapter: Ruth Robertson, the
Robertson's son and his familly; the Galindo family; Paul
OLeary, OPL, who has been sent to Afghanistan for a
year; Anita Moore; Kathleen Schuck; WII Gross, son of
Mark Grass; Abraham, son of Phil & Sandra Ferguson;
the other children of our members;

Corpus Christi Chapter:  Tess and Pablo Tempra, Hal
Tanforan; Patty Ghilarducci; Sr. Mary Assumpta,
Monastery’'s Novice Directress (leukemia),

Holy Rosary Chapter: Cecelia Hosely; Joyce Timber- man;
Rosie Zorich; Sue King' s mother, Leonie Everett;
Margaret Fuleki's 2 grandchildren, Michael and Christina
Hayes and their parents; Mary Gedeon's sister, Dolores
Pence, Cecilia Hoesly's sister-irHaw, Sue Hoesly;
Roberta Powell's father, Robert Saul and sister, Jane
Saull;

Qur Lady of the Mountain Chapter: Yvonne Shaw ;

San Martin de Porres Chapter: Kay McCarthy, Don Nagy,
Barbara Lynch, Zora Godfrey; Mary Catherine
Romer; Marcie Winn; Dennis Higgins Haid.

St Albert Chapter: Pam Stafford; Dieter Biers; Bernie

HAVE YOU HEARD?

http://word.op.org/

a daily dose of Dominican preaching
from all branches of the Order...

Calagos, mather of Joyce, OPL; Amy Estrada’'s mother;
Ed Joseph; Mary Rudge's son;
S Joseph Chapter:  Alene Marie WIhelmi; Julie Cote;

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter: Prima Bassen; Mke Lieske;
Bud Pokora, father of Syndee; Paulette Schroeder and
family; Rebecca, daughter of Christina Escalante;
George Warner, father of Margaret Warner; Kathleen
Rhody, mother of Kathy Rhody; Lustre Malone;

St Monica Chapter: Jane Mangan and family;

Our brothers: frs Tom Kraft, Bede Wilks, Mark Gorski;
Finbarr Hayes; Stan (Fabian) Parmisano;

For our sisters and brothers in Irag;

For the Brothers & Novices in formation at St. Albert's
Priory in Gakland and St. Dominic’s in San Francisco;

For all who are confined to neglectful nursing facilities;

For all who have been listed on our chapter prayer lines;

For our Dominican sisters and brothers in formation and for
vocations to all branches of the Order;

For the ministries and jobs of our Lay Dominican sisters and
brothers;

For an end to all crimes against the culture of life and human
dignity;

For courage and enthusiasm for those called to serve in
mission lands;

For peace in the world, end to tyranny and genocide;

For all who are in our prisons, especially those on death row
and those who are actually wrongly imprisoned.

For all intentions posted on the Magdalen prayer

e-list and on our chapter prayer trees.

Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you
called your servant Dominic to set off on a
journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us,
so that we might faithfully and joy-

fully proclaim the gospel of peace,

through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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John Keenan, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

THE CALL TO PEACE AND JUSTICE COMES FROM A LOVE FOR TRUTH.

The Lay Provincial Council gathered last July 20 to 22 at St. Albert’s Priory in Oakland California. The
2008 annual congress of Lay Dominicans from the Western Dominican Province elected and appointed a
number of new officials.

Among these officials is the new lay provincial promoter for peace and justice, John Keenan, JD,
OPL, of Boise, Idaho, USA, the author of this column, whose appointment commences August 20". This
position is quite humbling yet demanding. John has a passion for justice issues in the world and he be-
lieves that the God-given individual freedom and responsibility, the community and trust of humankind, the
dignity of each human, and the law above every other law are the keys to the success of a modern nation
and society that truly cares for its poor and disenfranchised first.

The new justice and peace lay promoter for the West is Catholic, enthused about the faith, his family,
and his siblings in the Dominican Family. John was perpetually professed under the auspices of the Im-
maculate Conception Chapter in Washington, D.C. on June 14", twenty years ago. He also has a special
love for the Order's motto “Veritas” and “contemplata aliis tradere” [respectively “truth” and “handing on to
others the fruit of contemplation™].

Truth is needed today. It is needed in society. It is needed at home, at work, and at recreation.
From the town halls and courtrooms, to Congress, and to the U.N. It is needed everywhere. Even as sin-
ners, it is our nature to respect the Truth. It helps our “yes” be “yes,” and our “no” be “no.” When exhibited
with the virtue of charity, truth is pure and simple and needs no modification or adornment.

Truth is closely connected to good ideas. There are many ideas in our world. Some ideas are
good. Some are not good. Ideas can change the world. The greatest truth combined with ideas ever mani-
fested to the world is that God’s redemptive Love is for us, that His grace saves, and that Jesus Christ is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.

Christ Incarnate came to repair the damage done by the Original Sin committed by

Adam and Eve that transmitted to all of their progeny the fallen state. Catechism of the
Catholic Church, para. 404. The effect to all humankind includes death and depriva-
tion of sanctifying grace as well as a weakened will and a darkened intelligence.

Its effect upon all humankind—and creation itself—was profound, as we “find in our
world great confusion and the effects of sinfulness in the unequal distribution of the
world’s resources, war, [and] the inability of nations to assist one another instead of
bickering with one another. On a personal level, we see the great difficulty we have as
human beings in getting along with other people.” Put Out into the Deep, Bishop Di-
Marzio, Diocese of Brooklyn, July 9, 2005.

The call from the depth of our souls for peace, justice and the care, stewardship,

and conservation of the resources and environment of creation, is based upon this
fallen nature and sin in our world. All of humanity, including creation itself, groans and eagerly awaits salva-
tion. Romans 8:19-23. As Christians, that is why we cry out for justice and peace in this world, with the
hope of salvation in the next.

With the foregoing in mind, John prays for the humility, knowledge, and wisdom to fulfill the task of
promoter, to keep in balance what is needed to bring true justice, peace, freedom and opportunity to all
peoples, and to keep St. Dominic’s charism in mind and the Gospel and Church’s teachings on these issues
in focus without prejudice or distraction. Please pray for our new peace and justice promoter.
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Pope Benedict XVI has declared 2008 the "Year
of St Paul" in honor of the saint, to mark 2000 years
since St. Paul's birth. The anniversary year formally
begins on 28 June.

Watch for “special publications on Pauline texts
to promote the immense richness of the teaching
contained in them, true patrimony of humanity re-
deemed by Christ” (Pope Benedict XVI)

The Prez’ Pen

(Continued from page 4)

which the LPC at our meeting in June voted to rec-
ommend to the chapters for their approval. It should
be coming your way in the not-so-distant future, and
I'd like to request, strongly, your careful and prayerful
attention to what is contained in it. This document is
several years in the making, and is the fruit of long
and widespread collaboration. The LPC would not
have voted overwhelmingly to forward it to the chap-
ters for their approval if it were not thought to be su-
perior in every way to our existing PD. Kindly study
it, both individually and within your chapters. Later
this year, or early in 2009, your chapter will vote to
approve it or not, and if a majority of chapters ap-
prove it will be sent to the Prior Provincial for final ap-
proval and promulgation.

I'll look forward to visiting with you in the coming
months and years ahead. In the meantime, God
bless you and keep you.

The Promoter’s Place
Continued from page 4

As a priest | can't tell you how often | send hurting
people to the quiet of the tabernacle—with healing
results. As St. Thomas Aquinas knew so well, it is
only in that vital silence that we Dominicans have
anything to say. But what power our words have as
the result!

The Western Lay Provincial Council met at the
St. Albert Priory from June 20-22. All chapters and
chapters in formation
were represented
this year. We en-
joyed two keynote
reflections, one by
Provincial Promoter,
fr Vincent Serpa
and the other by
Prior Provincial, fr
Emmerich Vogt
(see pp 10).

LPC reps at work

Primary on the agenda this year were approval of
the proposed revision of the Particular Directory and
elections of president and treasurer, as well as ap-
pointment of two promoters: of Justice, Peace, and
Care of Creation (John Keenan of Boise) and of
Formation (Dionysus Flora of San Jose).

From a slate of four, Vice-president Tony Galati
was elected president, and Steven Cain was re-
elected by acclamation for a second term as treas-
urer . Denise Harvey of Los Angeles was elected
to fill out the unex-
pired term of vice-
president. Instal-
lation of the new
officers and pro-
moters was held
during Night
Prayer on Satur-
day night. At that
time also, a warm
thank-you was ex-
tended to Karen
Woods for her six
years’ service as
president.

Installation of new officers:
L to R: Dionysus Flora, Denise
Harvey, Tony Galati, Steve Cain,
John Keenan.

Photo by Evangeline Carlos, OPL

The proposed revision of the Particular Directory
was approved and sent to the chapters for reading
and a vote to accept it. The appreciation of all pres-
ent was extended to Steve Cain and the commit-

(Continued on page 8)
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tee for the final reading and editing of the docu-
ment.

Other business on the LPC agenda included a
presentation by John Keenan on issues of justice;
discussion about the acquisition of 501¢3 status by
the chapters and the provincial body; a presenta-
tion on the various organizations within the Lay Do-
minican branch of the Order and their impact on
us; and reports by half of our chapters, all of which
had good ideas to share.

$ %

Four Priorities of the Order
"I am more convinced than ever that the
four priorities of the Order as enunciated at
the General Chapter held at Quezon City
[1977] and reiterated at subsequent Chap-
ters have a deep and unfolding significance
for us. [...] Rooted in our heritage, these re-
flect the whole tradition of the Order. They
are not just something conjured up at Que-
zon City."

-fr. Damian Byrne, O.P.

i Theology
The philosophical and theological investiga-
tion of cultures, intellectual systems, and
non-Christian religious traditions. To evan-
gelize the world's cultures.

i Evangelization
A catechesis directed to a de-Christianized
culture and environment, a secularized
Christianity. To catechize a de-
Christianized world.

The General Chapter of Avila (1986)
defined five frontiers of evangeliza-
tion for the Order:The frontier be-
tween life and death, or the chal-
lenge of justice and peace in the
world;

The frontier between humanity and in-
humanity, or the challenge of the
marginalized;

The frontier of Christian experience, or
the challenge of the great world re-
ligions;

The frontier of religious experience, or
the challenge of secular ideologies;

The frontier of the Church, or the chal-
lenge of non-Catholic Christians and
the sects.

9 Justice and Peace
Justice in the world -- a critical analysis of
the origins, forms and structures of injustice
in contemporary society, and evangelical
activities for the integral liberation of hu-
mankind. To back up works of justice and
peace.

Y| communication
The integration of the means of social com-
munication in the preaching of the Word of
God. To engage in the mass media.

&

Following are the friars’ assignments for
the coming year:

fr John Flannery, from San Diego to

Portland;

fr Patrick O’Neil, from Las Vegas to Be-

nicia (pastor and superior);

fr Roberto Corral, from Berkeley to Antioch
(pastor and superior);

fr Francis-Hung Le, from Antioch to Anchorage
(pastor and superior);

fr Augustine Hilander, from St. Albert to Eugene;
fr Dismas Sayre, from St. Albert to Antioch;

fr James Moore, from St. Albert to Tucson;

fr Dominic DeMaio, from St. Albert to Anchorage;
fr Jerome Cudden, from Tucson to Oakland
(Province Development Director);

fr Allen Duston, from San Francisco to Seattle
(leaving Rome after some 13 or 14 years);

fr Thomas More McGreevy, from Eugene to Port-
land:

fr Michael Carey, from Siena House to St. Albert
Priory (leaving St. John Vianney Seminary in Den-
ver for Aquinas Institute in St. Louis);

fr Paschal Salisbury, from Portland to San Fran-
cisco;

fr Donald Bramble, from Anchorage to Las Vegas
(on sabbatical);

fr Emmerich Vogt, from St. Albert to Siena
House, (in residence);

fr Brian Mullady, from Siena House, Oakland, to
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Portland.
In addition, in January, fr Carl Schlichte moved
from Portland to Menlo Park.

NEWS FROM THE NOVITIATE:

Ryan Gable and Richard Maher have been
accepted into the novitiate. Their vestition is sched-
uled for August 28. They are both from California.

0 () #%

St. Rose of Lima Chapter: This summer we are
mostly working on throwing good bye parties to the
friars, with Roberto Corral taking Jordan's place and
the newly ordained Dismus taking over for Father
Francis Lee. The Holy Rosary medical team went to
the Phillipines and Vietnam again this May.

St. Monica Chapter-in-Formation: We will be hold-
ing our 2nd annual retreat at SAP beginning 8/1 -
8/3, “Vices and Virtues; Diminishing Vices & Devel-
oping Virtues. Directing the retreat, Roger Bueno,
OPL. St. Albert the Great and St. Rose of Lima
Chapters have been invited & will be participating in
the retreat. Will be another great event this year.

Holy Rosary Chapter: We are continuing with our
study of /Deus Caritas Est /(God is Love) by Pope
Benedict XVI which *Sandy Miller *is facilitating. We
are also continuing with the /Dialogue of St. Cather-
ine of Siena/ on our own in between meetings, read-
ing and contemplating on one chapter each month.
Sandy also is bringing in sections from /The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church /on prayer as they re-
late to our other study topics.

Mary Fazio *is continuing to spearhead plans for a
spaghetti dinner fund raiser in the fall, most likely in
September, and is hoping to settle on a date as
soon as she hears back from the people who may
be providing entertainment as to their availability.
We are hoping to raise the funds we will need to
support our apostolates for the coming year which
include sponsorship of two children through the
Christian Foundation for Children and Aging, the Do-
minican Seminarians, the Dominican Missions and
88.3 KBVM Catholic radio station.

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter: This year we decided
that instead of overloading the Christmas season,
we’d have Christmas in June. We provided a com-
plete Mass kit for Elizabeth House, a home for

homeless pregnant women. They had a small un-
furnished chapel to which the priest brought his
Mass kit each time he visited.

" # * o H#
By Gloria Serpa, OPL

I've just returned from the 49th International Eu-
charistic Congress in Quebec City with 30 other pil-
grims from the Diocese of Oakland. Unfortunately,
our Bishop Allen Vigneron became ill at the U.S.
Bishop's Conference in Florida and was unable to
meet us in Montreal as originally planned. Since his
ancestors are from Quebec, it must have been a
deep disappointment for him to cancel, but we kept
him in prayer throughout the pilgrimage.

The Canadian Dominicans had a booth at the
Congress and were very gracious. | was unable to
attend their evening of prayer with a tour of St.
Dominic's Church and lunch (what we call dinner)
due to a change in scheduling for our Oakland
group. But | visited on my own the next day and met
some of the friars then stayed for noon mass (all in
French). It is a lovely Church reminiscent of the our
own St. Dominic's in San Francisco, though a much
smaller scale.

A notable point in the Congress festivities came
when Marc Cardinal Ouellette announced that he'd
just received notice from Rome that Quebec's own
Mother Julienne du Rosaire, O.P., foundress of the
Dominican Missionary Adorers, is to be beatified in
Rome. Her love of the Eucharistic Lord fills her writ-
ings. She was born May 23, 1911 and returned to
the Lord January 6, 1995. Let us pray that this con-
temporary Sister in St. Dominic is quickly raised to
sainthood.

The unity of the universal Church was one of the
more compelling experiences of the Congress. Wit-
nesses and catechesis from all over the world were
heard on translating radios that hung around our
necks. The halls of the coliseum were lined with vis-
iting priests hearing confessions. The smiles and
friendly exchanges were constantly around as we
rubbed shoulders with family members of every na-
tion.

The constant rain showers and occasional thun-
derstorms never dampened the joy of the pilgrims.
Indeed, the final mass on The Plains of Abraham
were made more dramatic by the weather. The day
that started out sunny and hot but soon gathering

(Continued on page 10)
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clouds drizzled drops of rain as the bishops proc-
essed in.

We listened intently to the Holy Father's homily
via satelite and viewed on large screens by the
specially constructed sanctuary with canopy. At the
Our Father the rain increased, became louder at
the consecration and a single clap of thunder with
accompanying deluge marked the entrance of
priests onto the lawn with communion for the faith-
ful. As the priests returned to the sanctuary, the
rain became a whisper. We stood in awe (and pud-
dles) with smiles on upturned faces as though a
million blessings had been rained upon us. It was
amazing.

The next International Eucharistic Congress will
be in Dublin, Ireland, 2012. | hope many have the
opportunity to attend. It is a most extraordinary
blessing.

%ot (# +
As noted by Paul White, OPL, for his chapter
(LPC Representative, St. Catherine of Siena Chapter

On Saturday, fr Emmerich Vogt (Prior Pro-
vincial) spoke to us (he used to work with Mother
Theresa’s Sisters of Mercy). It was a wonderful talk
about our charism of Truth. We need to give of the
gifts we have gotten from God. We are called to
help the Shepherd protect the sheep by lighting up
the world (think the image of Dominicans as Dogs
of the Lord with the torch to show the light; do you
know where the image comes from? If not, let me
know).

The vocation of love is what makes a per-
son in the image of God. Love is our way to
heaven. The more we love, the more we become
like God. We become beautiful in the eyes of love;
that is, as we love and act on love, the more we
are viewed beautifully (e.g., Mother Theresa). Love
is not about what you feel, but it is about your will.
Just as sin is not about what you feel, it is about
what you do, your will. It is what we do that mat-
ters. Feelings are not wrong but we let the feelings
guide our actions into wrong behaviors, which is
the problem. We can love without feeling affection
for the other (love is wanting the best for the other;
can want the best for Hitler (that he be saved) but
not affectionate toward him). Love is redemptive
and it exists in our will. There are other groups that
work with the “physical” poor, like what Francis-

cans do. Dominicans work more
with the spiritually poor. That is,
we need to teach the Truth and
preach the word. We came from
one God, so we are all brothers
and sisters. We should reach out
to them in this way.

There are still dark forces
in the world as there was when St.
Dominic was around. Heresy comes back around
in different forms. We need to keep working. We
need to embrace reality; live in peace with a bro-
ken world (show signs of maturity). As the Pope
Benedict has talked about, things in the world are
not perfect. The Church is not perfect. To want
“perfect” is a dream, something we cannot achieve
here on Earth. We are programmed to want and
respond to the dream (that is, God is perfect and
we want God). To strive for “perfect” is an illusion
on earth. (Look up the Pope’s writings on it).
Things in this world shock us because the Gospel
has civilized us. This leads us to be horrified by
cruel acts.

In our actions, we should not be merciless.
He gave a great example of its not being our job to
“pluck out the weeds” in the world. That is up to
God. The Albigensians wanted to be, and thought
they were, perfect.

We need to learn to grow in community,
not in isolation (which is nice about coming to
LPC). We learn from each other and become
stronger in community. It is like Christ; He is our
compliment, no matter what shape we are in (we
have wholeness with Christ). You do not have to
beat people over the head with the truth. You can
preach in subtle ways by living the truth. Know and
live the truth! Also, go to where the people are, not
trying to force them to come to you. Reach out to
them, not just push them and assume they see
your perspective. “Religion is for people who are
afraid of hell, spirituality is for those who have been
there.” [This will show up on my future e-mails as a
signature]
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Announcing the 4th of July weekend release of
Inside Darkness, the new political thriller from Fa-
ther Dominic DelLay, O.P., Mud Puddle Films, and
the Western Dominican Province about three presi-
dential candidates mysteriously trapped in a room
together.

Watch the chilling trailer at the website, www.
insidedarkness.com and find out how to order your
DVD, currently available for over 30% off. You can
also watch the first episode before ordering and
check out the creepy DVD cover. This is an eerily
entertaining and thought-provoking experience. The
political, religious, and emotional fireworks promise
to dazzle.

From the e-mail bag:
Hello Mrs. Karen Woods

It was nice visiting the site for Lay Dominicans in
the Holy Name of Jesus Province. Quite nice work
there!

| am a member of the Lay Dominicans here in
Uganda. We are a small group that has just been
formed and we are still undergoing postulancy! We
are being led by the Dominican Sisters from Ireland.
| have found no greater joy than being a Dominican!
In fact | for one just started my Aspirancy to join the
Friars in Kenya, your continued prayers are para-
mount.

My regards to all the fraternity there, and con-
tinue to pray for us always as we do the same.
To Praise-To Bless and To Preach remains our
Motto.

Steven Beingana

$

SEE

sr Barbara Schwarz, OP (Amityville)
www.artafire.homestead.com

To order, email artafire@hotmail.com

sr Mary Grace Thul, OP (Caterina Benincasa
Monastery)
www.sistermarygrace.artspan.com
Www.sistermarygrace.org
Both sites seem to be under construction for future
sales.

Karen Woods, OPL, Editor

Here | am, happily back in my
Korner. It feels familiar and cozy.

For the Lay Provincial Council, | wrote a sum-
mary of my six years as president and was sur-
prised at how much there was to say. If you'd like
to read that report, either ask your LPC Represen-
tative or me for a copy. I'm glad to be leaving of-
fice — the end (August 20) is in sight — but I'm
very grateful for the opportunity to serve you in
that capacity. I've learned a lot, both personally
and “profession”ally.

| really would like to urge you all to consider
seriously the privilege of serving in office, whether
at the provincial or the chapter level. No one
really wants the responsibility. It weighs heavily at
times, because neither this nor any other organi-
zation is perfect. We members aren’t perfect, and
we get lost sometimes. Fraternal correction is not
easy for anyone, but | think for those in office it is
somehow harder, because one can be perceived
as throwing one’s weight around, when that is the
farthest from reality.

The duties of office — being responsive to the
membership, being on time, being entirely faithful
to our way of life and to the job itself, and, yes, fra-
ternal correction — are heavy burdens sometimes,
but they are the greatest of graced times. The in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit is always at hand if one
is open to it, often just amazing in its availability
and effectiveness. Knowing that somehow you or
I, inadequate as we might be, did something right
because of the action of the Holy Spirit is the
source of deep joy, and service becomes a light
yoke indeed.

So often I've heard or observed that the group
of those willing to take office in our chapters has
shrunk to nothing, that the officers rotate rather
than bother with elections, that our members who
are nominated actually say “no.” There are a few
instances in which the “no” is justified and neces-
sary, but just saying “no” because of feelings of
inadequacy is not. Let us bolster our faith, let us
remember how we’re formed into community, let
us put our poor talents at the disposal of our sis-
ters and brothers. TAKE the office if your commu-
nity calls you. You and the Holy Spirit can do it.
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views per month and its unique visitors have been
growing every month.

Donations may be forwarded by mail, using a
mail-in form to Dominican Leadership Conference,
816 Marengo Avenue, Third Floor, Forest Park, IL
60130-2033, or you can donate using PayPal with-
out sharing your financial information. For more in-
formation, please visit www.DomLife.org/about.htm.

$ -$

It is the season to reach out with energy to
attract new membership. This can be done with
brochures/flyers in neighboring parishes (with per-
mission), articles and invitations in the diocesan
newspaper, and events such as an Information
Night/Day.

We must recall the exhortation of the General
Chapter of Tallaght, 1971:
#173. [Exhortation]: The General Promoter of the
Laity of Saint Dominic, either personally or through

the national and regional promoters, should urgently

promote lay membership in the Order for the follow-

ing reasons:
(1) The doctrinal mission of the Order of
Preachers can no longer be adequately
achieved without the participation and active
assistance of lay people, a laity who are con-
cerned with present-day problems, questions of
science, united in the spirit of the Order;
(2) To foster a more intimate connection with
the Order, these lay people should testify with
their lives what they propose by word. To help
them more fully to fulfill this task, their participa-
tion in the spiritual life of the Order should be
promoted; they should be led to a more pro-
found commitment. With their cooperation we
can expect a more effective promotion of the
Order and of vocations.

Remember that posters for outreach are
available from St. Mary Magdalene Chapter at
cost of printing and postage. Contact Karen
Woods.
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