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Andrea Vitalie, life professed; Bar-
bara Karabinos, renewal, January 20
(St. Rose of Lima Chapter);

Muriel Brennan and Lorna
Achondoa, received in December,
2007 (Corpus Christi Chapter);

Santos Vega, OPL (St. Mary Mag-
dalene Chapter) whose novel THE
WORM IN MY TOMATO has met with
good reviews. During the Great De-
pression President Herbert Hoover
authorized the deportation of more
than ¥z million Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans in what was called
"Mexican Repatriation." Santos Vega
was just 6 months old in 1932 when
his family boarded the Repatriation
Train at the Miami [AZ] Depot. In his
book, THE WORM IN MY TOMATO,
author and educator Vega tells the
heart-wrenching story of his own fam-
ily's “voluntary repatriation” from Mi-
ami, Arizona to rural Mexico and back.
The book is easily obtained on-line at
www.imzbuyer.com;

fr Armando Ibanez, OP, whose
film “Not Broken” incorporates poetry,
music and artworks to illustrate the
pain, joy, suffering, hope and, most es-
pecially, faith of those who suffered
one of the hardest natural disasters to
strike the United States in recent mem-
ory. In addition, ministers from a wide
spectrum of faiths, and other volun-
teers, who worked with evacuees are
included as they are a vital fiber of the
story of the people of New Orleans,
Biloxi, Pass Christian, and many other
communities of the stricken Gulf
Coast. (from www.plumapictures.com)

St. Monica Chapter-in- formation:

Jim Werder, LPC Rep;

San Martin de Porres Chapter:
Erik Pytlak, LPC Rep; Gail Gibbons,
Alt;

Holy Family Chapter: Gary
Williams, LPC Rep.

SANTA SABINA-- January 21,
2008--Carlos Azpiroz Costa, OP, Mas-
ter of the Order, is inviting the Domini-
can Family to a rededication to the
rosary as a way of continuing the cele-
bration of a "jubilee of years" for the
800th anniversary of the foundation of
the Order. At the General Chapter in
Bogotd, the capitulars requested that
we use the time between these two ju-
bilee years (2006 and 2016) as a time
to enter into a serious renewal of our
life and mission as preachers. Carlos©
letter of invitation includes his own per-
sonal reflection on the rosary as part of
that renewal. [www.DomLife.org] See
pg. 8-11

2008 Lands of Dominic Pilgrim-
age Wall Calendar! Now half price:
$6.00. Order from www.
parableconference.org.

...THAT IDI, The International Domini-
can Information newsletter, is now
available online? Go to www.idi.op.
org/IDI.

...THAT the items available from our
Dominican Supplies are posted on-
line at http://dominicusbooks.com?
Keep an eye on that site!

...THAT the Irish Lay Dominicans
have a great preaching website? Go
to www.goodnews.ie.

...THAT you can listen to great daily
reflections by Dominicans at http:.

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission T ogether
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION (from Italian)

To fan anew the flame of the tradition and vo-
cation of the Lay branch of the Order of Preach-
ers, an International Congress of Lay Dominican
Fraternities was convoked by the Promoter gen-
eral in Buenos Aires, in March 2007. 56 delega-
tions, coming from around the world, participated
in it. Therefore, the documents and the Resolu-
tions issued by the six commissions, articulating
the work of the Congress, and approved by the
Assembly, can rightly be considered the voice of
all the Dominican Laity.

The International Council of Lay Fraternities of
St. Dominic met, in June 2007, in order to draw up
the definitive version of the Acts of the Congress
and then it was sent to the Master of the Order.
From the Resolutions it emerged not only the ne-
cessity of the normative revision of the Rule but
also the opportunity of certain integrative defini-
tions contained there, so that interpretative doubts
may disappear, normative contrasts may be
cleared or legislative gaps may be filled in, and
what the Acts and Ordinations of the General
Chapters of the Order have legislated for the Laity
may be implemented. Within the limits of the di-
vine, canonical and proper laws of the Order, in
conformity with the Dominican charism and what-
ever is considered apt for the life of the Lay Fra-
ternities of St. Dominic, the glory of God and the
salvation of souls, with the authority of our compe-
tence
We Promulgate
the following general Declarations regarding the
Rule of Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, establish-
ing that, after publication in the next issue of Ana-
lecta Ordinis Praedicatorum and notification of the
same to all the provincial promoters, they will
come into force on August 8 2008, Solemnity of
Our Holy Father Dominic, and that they must be
implemented, promptly and with good will.

Declaration I: Denomination, identity and in-
corporation of the members of Lay
Fraternities of St. Dominic.

§ 1. The Lay persons of St. Dominic are those
faithful, who are baptized in the Catholic Church
or accepted into it, confirmed and in full commun-
ion with faith, sacraments and ecclesiastical gov-
ernment, have been called in a unique way to the
pursuit of Christian life and to raise up temporal
realities through the charism of St. Dominic. In or-
der to be incorporated into the Order of Preach-
ers, of which apostolic mission they participate
fully, they make the promise using the formula
contained in the Rule. Only with the promise can
the entry into the Lay branch of the Order called
Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, subject to the ju-
risdiction of the Master and to other Major Superi-
ors of the Order, come about. The perpetual
promise is preceded by at least one year of initial
acceptance, and three years of temporary prom-
ise, of which records should be kept in the appo-
site registers kept both at the local Fraternity and
in the Provincial archives.

§ 2. The formula of the promise contained in the
Rule of the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, ap-
proved by the Holy See, cannot be used validly for
other forms of aggregation to the Dominican Fam-
ily, unless it is expressed otherwise and granted
by the Master of the Order. All the rights of the As-
sociations and Fraternities governed by their own
Statutes, legitimately approved by the competent
authority, in various capacities, are formally an-
nexed to the Dominican Family. Because they
constitute a great and multiform richness for the
Church and the Dominican Family, they must be
greatly appreciated by all the members of the Lay
Fraternities, in a spirit of concord and active col-
laboration, recognizing one another as brothers
and sisters in St. Dominic, each with his own state
of life and identity.

§ 3. The Lay persons of St. Dominic are always
ascribed to a Fraternity* (possibly in one’s own
domicile or quasi canonical domicile) or, at least,
put in a stable contact with a member of the pro-
vincial or vicariate council.
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8 4. The faithful who live particular situations, and
because of that, according to the judgment of the
Council of the Fraternity, is not prudent to admit to
the promise, can equally participate in the life of
the Fraternity and follow the permanent formation,
in a Sequela Christi following the Dominican cha-
rism, each in one’s own situation, always and inte-
grally safeguarding the discipline and the Magiste-
rium of the Church.

Declaration II: National or Provincial Directo-
ries

8 1. The approval and promulgation of national
and/or provincial Directories does not pertain di-
rectly to the Master of the Order. However, for just
reason, he can command the emendation of par-
ticular norms already promulgated. The provincial
Directories, approved by the provincial council of
Laity, are ratified and promulgated by the prior pro-
vincial with the consensus of his Council; the na-
tional Directories, approved by the national council
of the Laity, in concord with the respective provin-
cial council of the Laity, ratified by the respective
priors provincials, with the consent of their Coun-
cils, are promulgated by the President in charge of
the national Committee of the priors provincials.

8 2. The general Declaration, n. 1 of the Master, fr.
D. Byrne, dated 16. 02. 1987, is hereby expressly
declared and partially abrogated as to the section
in which it was said that the provincial and national
Directories would be effective, once approved by
the Master of the Order.

Declaration Ill: Dispensation from proper Law

While keeping the prohibition of dispensing
from the norms of the Rule which are connected
with divine law or merely ecclesiastical common
law, only the Master of the Order can dispense all
the Dominican Laity from the norms of the Rules
with general dispensation with or without time limit.
The prior provincial, within those same limitations,
can dispense from the norms of the Rule or the Di-
rectory with particular dispensation for each Fra-
ternity even in a stable form without time limit.

The President of the Fraternity can legitimately
dispense from non constitutive norms
and not divine or purely ecclesiastical law of the

Rule or of the Directory in specific situations and
for a specified time.

The general Declaration n. 3 by the Master Fr.
D. Byrne, promulgated on 16. 02. 1987, is de-
clared explicitly abrogated.

Declaration IV: Provincial and National Pro-
moter

8 1. It is granted, in partial general dispensation
from art. 20 b of the Rule of the Lay Fraternities of
St. Dominic, without time limit, that for the office of
provincial and/or national Promoter of the Fraterni-
ties, can be appointed, by the competent authority,
in consultation with the provincial/national Council
of Lay Fraternities, a friar or a nun belonging to the
Order, where the opportunity suggests or the ne-
cessity requests it, a religious, not directly under
the jurisdiction of the Master of the Order, a secu-
lar cleric, [or] a lay Dominican who made the per-
petual promise.

8 2. Someone does not validly take possession of
the above mentioned office who, not being de-
pendent on the jurisdiction of the Master of the Or-
der, after his appointment has not underwritten an
agreement with the provincial Prior and Promoter
and has not obtained written permission from the
proper competent Superior.

8 3. The provincial and/or national promoter does
not have either active or passive voice in any colle-
giate body of the Lay Fraternities he participates
in.

Declaration V: Religious Assistant

In individual situations where it is impossible to ap-
ply the common or particular law with regard to
Religious Assistant, (Rule, art. 21 c; can.317,
81,2), the general norms of dispensation from
common and proper law are applied.

Declaration VI: Temporary and Permanent
Indult

8 1. When the temporary promise expires, if it is
not renewed, the lay person can freely leave the

Order. One who has made the temporary
Cont. on page 7
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Karen Woods, OPL

As | write this, we are nearing the end of
the Lenten season and preparing to celebrate
the keystone event of the Resurrection. We
are reminded right now that we're sinners, that
we're dust and into dust we shall return, that
we are in great need of the redemption attained for
us at so great a cost. During this season, we are
urged to make sacrifices — of the heart’s kind: to
give alms, to reach out to others, to purify our mo-
tives, to be grateful, and to learn again how to pray.

But soon we'll be reminded that we are bought
with a great price, indeed, that we are Resurrection
people, people of joy and hope. We will be re-
invigorated in our mission of taking that joy and
hope to others as Dominican preachers bursting
with the Good News. How we do that is as varied
as we are ourselves, and the key may lie in being
alert to the preaching moment.

When, in the course of your ordinary day, do you
“trip” over a preaching moment? When someone
is obviously troubled, maybe? Or someone makes
an offhand remark of an uncharitable or even un-
hopeful kind? Or maybe someone who is weary
and finding life burdensome in one way or another?
When might someone actually ask you a question
that invites you to preach, to share not only your
knowledge but your love, love of your faith, love of
God, and love of that other person?

We do miss those preaching moments if we're
not on the watch. We get caught up in the pace of
our everyday lives, we move quickly from one thing
to another, we are preoccupied... we miss the op-
portunity and the call to be Dominicans in a given
moment.

And yet we do have so much to share, such gifts
to give, that it's rather curious to be missing those
calls to preach. And the preaching need not be in
many words — it may not be in words at all — but
the reassurance that no matter what, God loves
each of us. And coming from Lent and Easter, we
are more sharply aware that we have every reason
to hope. We hope for that relationship with God
right now that keeps always in our vision how loved
we are; we hope that when all is said and done, all
is suffered and survived, we will enjoy a life with no
darkness at all, ever. Let us BE Resurrection peo-
ple, eager to share that good news.

Fr Vincent Serpa, OP

We hear much talk these days about our
identity as being that of preachers. We are

(aﬁt’ghé’.ﬁ.&m told that we ought to prefer being called

preachers to being called Dominicans. Cur-
rently we see publications on preaching and work-
shops---and more workshops! Certainly an order of
preachers does suggest that its central concern
would obviously have something to do with preach-
ing. But we are not simply an order of preachers.
Our official name is Sacred Order of Preachers.
What is it that makes our order a sacred order? |
suggest that it is because we are FIRST, Domini-
cans. We are “Domini cani,” dogs of the Lord. Itis
the Lord that we are about----even before we
preach. In fact, without such concern, we become
secular social commentators. There are many such
preachers around now as there were when St.
Dominic founded the order. The Church and the
world need men and women of the Lord who join
that first black and white clad friar at the foot of the
cross, acknowledging the love that they find there
and allowing it to permeate all that they do and say.

That some see St. Dominic as principally con-
cerned with getting the job done brings a certain ur-
gency to our mission. But this urgency lies princi-
pally in giving attention to the Lord and THEN giving
Him permission to do with His preacher as He wills.
It takes humility to be a sacred preacher. Humility is
never achieved by our seizing it directly. Such self
attention only increases our pride. Humility is best
achieved with gratitude—as a by-product, if you will.
To be grateful is to turn one’s attention away from
the self and toward the author of the gift. To gaze
on the Lord is to be grateful. Itis to be a contempla-
tive. Itis an army of such contemplative preachers
that St. Dominic envisioned and indeed called to-
gether. We are men and women who are all about
the Lord! The preaching is simply the result. We
are like the disciples when Jesus rode on the back
of a colt and the multitude began to praise Him,
singing joyfully. When some Pharisees told Him to
silence the people, Jesus said that if they were si-
lenced, the very stones would cry out (Lk. 19:40).
This is our mission. This is our vocation. This is our
identity: to be so taken with who He is, that we sim-
ply cannot be silenced.
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Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you
called your servant Dominic to set off on a
journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us,
so that we might faithfully and joy-

fully proclaim the gospel of peace,

through the same Christ, our Lord.

800 years of
proclaiming
the Gospel

Amen.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

The other big area besides Immigration that Western Dominican Laity are engaged in are Right to life
issues. Here are the findings that have been communicated to me.

Frank McMillan, from Mary Mother of Truth Chapter in Mesa, AZ, noted that Jim Tucker does Prison
Ministry and went on a Mission to Yucatan with Sister Lynn. Susan Narone is active in elder care and
advocate for “Respect for Life.”"Maria Curtis serves food at the Andre House. Jan Davis and Marge Lane
also do elder care, care giving and Patient Advocacy. Besides elder care, Carol and Jeff Hale are in-
volved with at risk mothers, and sponsor an El Salvador child through Friends of the Orphans and pro-
vided financial contributions to groups protecting life through their work. Virginia Onwordi is a Eucharis-
tic Minister to the home bound.

From Corpus Christi Chapter at Menlo Park, CA, Gloria Serpa and Claire Rogus have written to politi-
cians, and both Catholic and secular newspapers on Stem Cell Research, Euthanasia, Abortion on De-
mand, and the proposed and current legislation on those topics. Good for Hilda Serpa, who resigned her
volunteer work at St. Rose Hospital in Hayward, CA, protesting their abortion practices. She also wrote
to the CEO in this regard. Hilda also protested the continued use of the name “St. Rose,” because it
breaks the agreement with the Diocese of Oakland, CA which stated the use of the name “St. Rose”
was only allowed as long as no medical practices contrary to the teachings of the Catholic Church took
place at this facility. As a Chapter, they provided boxes of layette items for Casa Sandoval, a home for
single and homeless mothers-to-be. Loma Anchonda, Charo Aguirre and Gloria Serpa participated in
the Third Annual West Coast Walk for Life in Jan. 2007 in San Francisco, CA. Loma is also active in
pro-life prayer chains and says the rosary at abortion clinics once a month. Anne Regan and Edith Black
from St. Albert's Chapter in Oakland, CA. have also attended the Walk for Life in San Francisco.

George Kubeck, a member with Bartolomeo de las Casas Chapter, at Costa Mesa, CA. has been
active with peace and justice for the unborn, marriage and family laws. He created a blogspot which fo-
cuses on the culture of war in America. George is the pro-life chairman, Knights of Co-
A lumbus, Mission San Juan Capistrano Assembly 0062. He shared a wonderful story
about the Feb. 1, 2008 event honoring Fran Monaghen, Mother of the Year — 2008, Or-

‘ ' )\ ange County, CA. Fran’s work to protect the unborn goes back 40 years. The patrtici-
< . x . > pants pray the Rosary while driving to the abortion site. When everyone is gathered at
v v

the site they pray the fifteen decades of the Rosary. They continue to say the Rosary
while driving back to the Holy Spirit Church in Fountain Valley, CA. In Nov. 15, 1996
Loving God and Neighbor: | they had a Vigil for Life at St. Juliana Falconierie Church in Fullerton, CA. After the 8 a.

Sy g m. Mass there was a peaceful car caravan to the nearby abortion center at Grindlay
B Spll‘ltl!ﬂllty and Orange in Cypress, CA. On Feb. 21, 2001, pro-life succeeded in closing this abor-
OfJUStICC tion chamber and Orange. The closing sign read, “The Cypress Facility has closed and
will not be relocated.”

Gloria Walker, from St. Joseph’s Chapter in San Jose, Ca. Sandy Uyeshiro, now belonging to the
Modesto Chapter, and Joyce Calagos, from St. Albert’s, have attended one, or more of the annual Cali-
fornia Catholic Lobby Days which always takes place on the last Tuesday in April. The California Bish-
ops’ Conference always finds bills connected to Respect Life that they urge us to either support or to op-
pose based on our Catholic Social Tradition. Log on to http://www.cacatholic.org/ and click on “read
more..."” under “2007-2008 Major and Significant legislation.” One of the bills, AB 374, “California Com-
passionate Choices Act,” would have legalized physician-assisted suicide. Happily, the bill is dead!

As you can see, many members of our Western Dominican Laity are involved in many Respect Life
issues; from the at risk mothers, to abortion, to physician-assisted suicide. Praise and thanks be to God!
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Maryanne Thacker, OPL, Promoter of Formation

__ Dear Dominican brothers and sisters,

Please don't go to a Dominican meet-

~ |ing with a personal agenda set in stone.
| Oh, how | dislike admitting how many

7 times | have done just that!

Dominican life is not about me, it is

- not about you, it is about all of us. How
do we help each other and those around us find
God? Our common mission almost always takes
priority over private agendas. Thank God we are not
in this alone! Together we contribute toward the
good of humankind.

To be a Dominican is dangerous! Because we
take life-long learning so seriously we sometimes for-
get that its purpose is to enhance our prayer life and
to help us to help others through word and example.
As we all know, it is not simply to impress others with
our information and knowledge.

For a few minutes at least, are we willing to let go
of our own viewpoints and agendas and listen with
respect to Dominican sisters and brothers? If we se-
riously disagree with a chapter member, it is usually
the most productive to dialogue with them personally,
engaging in honest discussion. In Sing A New Song,
Timothy Radcliffe instructs the novices, “I will not
only stand up for my brother but to him. If he is my
brother, then | must care what he thinks and dare to
disagree with him. But | must do so to his face and
not behind his back. We may fear to do this expect-
ing hostility and rejection. But in my experience, if
one makes it clear that one is speaking out of a love
of the truth and of one’s brother then this has always
led to a deepened friendship and understanding.”

For 800 years we have walked the Dominican
path to Truth. Together, not alone, we will continue
to make a transforming difference in God’s world.
May Dominic continue to bless us with his extraordi-
nary humility. Only then, can we understand his great
wisdom.

My prayers are always with you,
Maryanne Thacker (mathacker44@aol.com
Telephone 480 755-8502

GENERAL DECLARATIONS

Cont. from page 3

promise - before it expires- or perpetual, may not
ask temporary indult or the indult to leave defini-
tively the Order, if not after pondering over it se-
riously before God and seeking help from the
brethren; he should present his request, with
reasons to the President of the Fraternity, who
will forward it to the prior provincial together with
his vote and that of the council of the Fraternity.
The temporary or definitive indult, once legiti-
mately granted and notified in writing to the inter-
ested person, brings about the dispensation
from the promise and from the observance of
the particular law of the Lay Fraternities of St.
Dominic.

8§ 2. Should those who have obtained the defini-
tive indult, no matter where they ask to be incor-
porated into the Order, need to undergo a basic
formation period. [Their] perpetual promise will
be received only with the permission of the prior
provincial, with the consent of the council of the
Fraternity to which [they] will now be ascribed. If
one who seeks admission to a Fraternity, con-
ceals the previous indult, then, he does not
make a valid promise and is not validly enrolled.

Declaration VII: Dismissal

8 1. The lay person who has made his temporary
or perpetual promise and is found guilty of grave
inobservance of the Rule or the Directory, or
lacks ecclesial communion (faith, sacraments,
government) or is the cause of public scandal
among the faithful, after formal warning by the
President of the Fraternity, if he persists in this
behaviour, at the request of the council of the
Fraternity, can be dismissed by the written de-
cree of the prior provincial. The decree of dis-
missal, once legitimately issued, in writing, and
notified to the interested person, entails the
cessation of rights and duties deriving from the
promise. Such a decree has validity, on pain of
nullity of contrary acts, for all Lay Dominican
Fraternities.

§ 2. Following careful evaluation of the condition
Cont. on page 8
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Continued from page 7

of life and having certainty as to amendment, the
one who has been dismissed can be reincorpo-
rated into the Order on the same conditions, as
to validity, for which see Declaration VI § 2.

8 3. Against the aforementioned decrees, it is al-
ways possible to have hierarchical recourse to
the Master of the Order.

Given in Rome, 15 November 2007, Feast of St.
Albert the Great,

Fr Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa OP

Master of the Order

Fr Christophe Holzer OP

a secretis

* Please note that in western English-speaking
countries, use of “chapter(s)” to describe Lay Do-
minican communities is an approved alternative
term to “fraternities.” Distinguishing the Lay Do-
minicans from other groups of laity attached to
the Order, internationally, they are called The
Fraternities of St. Dominic.

Keep in mind that this is a translation from Italian,
rather stilted, in unfamiliar English composition in
places, and in spots, difficult to understand. It is
important, however, that all professed Lay Do-
minicans (or those in formation to be professed)
read and take time with these declarations which
will become official and binding as of August 8,
2008.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Within a few days, on the Feast of the Epiphany,
we close the Jubilee year thanking the Lord for the
800 years of life for our Nuns of the Order. It has
been a year of great blessings touching not only the
whole Order, but indeed the broader Church as
well. | have been delighted to see so many creative
initiatives undertaken by our nuns. Books have
been published, hymns have been written, new re-
search into their early foundations has been under-
taken, and their contemplative prayer has been and
is being renewed. Indeed, the whole Order has
come to a better appreciation that the nuns are at
the heart of the Order and that the foundation of our
preaching is nothing less than the profound contem-
plation of our faith. | believe that the renewal of the
life of our nuns is directly linked to the renewal of
the whole Order.

While this Jubilee year comes to an end, we now
begin to undertake a novena of years, culminating
in the Jubilee of 2016, 800 years of papal confirma-
tion of the Order of Preachers. At our recent Gen-
eral Chapter in Bogota, the capitulars requested
that we use the time between these two jubilee
years (2006-2016) as a time to enter into a serious
renewal of our life and mission as preachers.
(General Chapter of Bogota #51) Therefore, | wish
to invite each entity of the Order as well as each
community and individual to begin the long process
of renewal through reflection, decisions and actions
taken relating to our whole way of life as preachers
of the Gospel.

In order to provide a focus for this next year, |
am proposing that we begin to renew our preaching
way of life through re-discovering the Rosary as a
means of contemplation and an instrument of pro-
phetic preaching. In many ways the Rosary, as a
uniquely Dominican contribution to the life of the
Church, has slipped from our grasp. And, yet at the
same time, the Rosary remains very much alive
among us. In this letter | would like to offer a sim-
ple meditation on the Rosary from the viewpoints of
memory, theological reflection and popular religios-

ity.
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1. Memory

Permit me to bring to mind a few of my own
memories, which | hope will elicit some of your own.
Memories are important in shaping our identity, put-
ting flesh and blood onto our ideas, and enabling us
to re-live and re-interpret pivotal moments in our life.

My first recollection of the Rosary goes back to
my early years at Champagnat School of the Marist
Brothers in Buenos Aires with the first Rosary that |
held in my hands. The brothers instilled in us a real
love of Mary as a mother who unconditionally loves
and intercedes for her beloved sons and daughters,
the Mary of St. John’s Gospel. Of course, we had
the month of Mary with processions, rosary, and lita-
nies. Even as a young person, | carried a “decade”
in my pocket. The repetition of the “Our Father”,
“Hail Mary” and “Glory be” allowed this prayer to
take a deep root within my own life.

To this day, | especially like to pray this prayer
while walking. It accompanies me through different
landscapes, whether on the road or in town. It is the
“wandering contemplation” of which fr. Vincent de
Couesnongle spoke. It begins to mark the rhythm of
my footsteps, allowing me to have a hold on the
world that is constantly in flux. It allows me to give
soul, life and heart to the city or place through which
I am only passing; to meetings that await me with all
their joys and hopes, lights and shadows.

Recently, during one of our retreat days, the
General Council reflected on the mystery of death.
One of the friars described how dying brothers al-
most always asked for their Rosary, even if it was
only to hold it. | remember seeing the film “Batismo
de Sangue” (Baptism of Blood), the story of our Bra-
zilian brothers being tortured back in the 70’s during
the dictatorship of Medici. Bro. Tito de Alencar, as
he was being dragged out of the convent, shouts for
a brother to go for his Rosary. What did it mean to
him at that hour of terror?

What are your memories regarding the Rosary?
What might these mean for you? For me? What
might our theological study and reflection have to tell
us about them?

2. Theological Reflection
| believe these memories speak to us of the near-

ness of God. The mystery of the Incarnation is not
only about the birth of the Lord in millennia past, but
about the incarnation of grace, or the birth of God, in
our own daily lives. Jesus lives and His Spirit con-
tinues to heal, teach, forgive, comfort and challenge
us. This is not an empty abstraction, but rather is
made visible in and through the images associated
with the mysteries of the Rosary. Awareness of the
incarnation increases as one allows these images to
intersect with the concerns of our own daily life.
Thus, the Rosary is profoundly incarnational, bibli-
cal, Christ-centered, and contemporary.

Most obviously, the Rosary is Marian. Let us be
clear as to what this means. In Mary, divinity be-
comes united with humanity; the creature becomes
one with the Creator. In Mary we recognize both our
identity and our destiny. We see this holy commun-
ion of God-with-us and God-within-us. We realize
that our God is God-for-us—redeemer and savior,
sanctifier and glorifier.

Indeed, Mary is a central figure in our life of faith.
While we can think of her as Daughter of the Father,
Mother of the Son, and Spouse of the Spirit, we
ought also to see her as a believer in the valley of
darkness, and one who hopes when confronted by a
situation of despair. She can be seen as a protector
of pregnant women who give birth in poverty, a pa-
troness of those who migrate to foreign lands in or-
der to survive, and as one who keeps vigil when her
child is arrested, tortured and Kkilled. And vyet,
through all this we see the triumph of her faith, hope
and love. Pope John Paul Il invited us to contem-
plate the face of Christ through the eyes of Mary.

What might this mean to us? As Master of the
Order, | am a missionary who strengthens my broth-
ers and sisters scattered throughout the world. |
hear their stories and see their reality. | remember
the faces of Christian families badly wounded at Ba-
hawalpure (Pakistan 2001), the neighbors of our sis-
ters in the poorest barrios of Kinshasa (Congo), the
children following us in Cameroon, in the Civil War
Square in Campodos (Tibu) ,Colombia, families fish-
ing from the canoes off Gizo in the Solomon Islands
or in the Urumanba River in the Peruvian Amazon.
These images accompany the mysteries and so the
Rosary becomes my intercession, along with Mary’s,
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in placing the wounded at the feet of Jesus.

Our world is one that seems to be constantly torn
apart by war. Uppermost in my mind is war-torn
Iragq, and of course not far behind is the continual
bloodshed between Israeli’'s and Palestinians. The
20" century was a century of wars and devastation
across the planet. In the worst of these moments,
people turned to the Rosary praying for peace. In-
deed, was that not the focus of the Fatima devotions
for the conversion of Russia and was not Mary in-
voked as the Queen of Peace? At the same time,
let us not minimize those cold wars that can go on
within families, communities, and within our own
hearts and souls. Cannot the Rosary bring us to
peace? This year we also celebrate the 50" anni-
versary of fr. Dominique Pire, our Belgian brother,
who won the Nobel Peace prize for establishing is-
lands of peace. Perhaps his inspiration for this proj-
ect flowed from his meditations while praying his Ro-
sary for peace.

The words of the prayers accompanying my
meditations speak of the kingdom of God, of daily
bread, of liberation from evil, of the fruit of the
womb, of sinners and of the hour of death. The
kingdom of God is justice and peace. The will of
God does not coincide with those trampled under-
foot. Bread is to be shared. Forgiveness is to be
given. The blessed fruit of the womb of women is
sacred. Yes, the Rosary—words of Scripture and
our lived meditation—makes it a prophetic prayer as
well as a contemplative prayer; a prayer that both
announces and denounces, a prayer that consoles
and transforms. The words that give praise to the
Trinity invite us to live in community, without subordi-
nation, where each person is totally open and avail-
able to the Other. Yes, “God’s will” will be done and
so we never despair. Our preaching is hope-filled
because “...that which has existed since the begin-
ning, that we have heard with our ears, and we have
seen with our own eyes; that we have watched and
touched with our hands: the Word who is life—this is
our subject.” (1 John 1) Living in the company of
Jesus, as Mary did, we become the disciple and the
apostle that the world needs and God desires.

3. Popular Religious Practice
After Vatican Il, we tended to downplay the im-
portance of “popular religiosity.” Correctly, we em-

phasized biblical study and greater liturgical partici-
pation. In doing this, we also minimized those popu-
lar expressions that allowed greater religious senti-
ment to be expressed; e.g. benediction, proces-
sions, pilgrimages to Shrines, Rosary devotions, etc.
Now, after forty (40) years of experience, we see
that people both old and young need these expres-
sions in order “to fan into a flame the gift that God
gave you.” (2 Tim. 1:6)

Such popular religiosity still asserts itself at the
great Marian Shrines in every part of the world. This
year we celebrate 150 years of Lourdes (France)
and 90 years of Fatima (Portugal), just two Shrines
that attract literally millions of people every year.
One can also think of Guadalupe (Mexico), Czesto-
chowa (Poland), Knock (lreland), Chiquinquira
(Colombia), Coromoto (Venezuela), Lujan
(Argentina), Manaoja (Philippines), and so on. Al-
most every country of the world has its national
shrine to Our Lady that gathers the faithful from far
and wide into a maternal embrace.

We still see St. Christopher medals in cars as
well as rosaries hanging from rear view mirrors,
small altars in homes, or statues in gardens. There
are the rituals of ashes at the beginning of Lent and
palms at the beginning of Holy Week that inform us
as to the desires and religious sentiments of the
people. These are rituals that inject a certain order
and stability, a certain rhythm and incarnational di-
mension into the life of ordinary people, enabling
them to experience more intense religious moments.
Can we Dominicans recover this popular religiosity
in terms of something that is peculiarly ours: the Ro-
sary?

| have come to see the Rosary as indeed a be-
loved universal prayer. Whether in Italy or The
Ukraine, Mexico or the United States, the Philippines
or Vietham, Kenya or Nigeria, the Rosary is found,
prayed and loved. | believe one reason for this is
because it is a tangible reality as well as a prayer. It
is something almost every Catholic owns. It is given
as a gift. Itis a ritual whether said alone or together.
It is something we can touch, hold, and even grasp
at difficult moments of our life; it is like grasping the
hand of Mary herself. The Rosary is placed in our
hands both at the “hour of our death” and afterwards
when we are buried. The prayers of the Rosary are
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summaries of our faith. Learning these prayers is
like learning to talk; it is the beginning of our prayer
life; and yes, it is also the end of our life of
prayer—"“your will be done” “now and at the hour of
our death.” We are given a Rosary in our youth,
we receive a Rosary when we take the habit, and a
Rosary is at our side when we are buried.

Conclusion

| have shared with you some of my reflections, |
hope both simple and profound, perhaps more a
meditation and heartfelt reflections than anything
else. At the General Chapter of Bogotd, it was my
privilege to appoint fr. Louis-Marie Arifio-Durand of
the Province of Toulouse as the new Promoter of
the Rosary. He has developed and is developing
an extensive web-site which can be of service to
you during this next year. In turn, | am asking you
to help him in its development by responding to his
requests. Together we can build a web-site that
can be beneficial to the whole Church.

As we begin this novena of years in preparation
for the anniversary celebration of 2016, can we
use this next year, Epiphany 2008-Epiphany 2009
as a year to rediscover the Rosary in our personal
life, our community life and in the renewal of our
preaching which is both contemplative and pro-
phetic? Can we help shape the popular religiosity
of our people through developing anew Rosary no-
venas, missions, processions or shrines? Can we
contemplate our Master through the eyes of the
perfect disciple? Can we contemplate the Son
through the eyes of the Mother? Can we contem-
plate our world as one profoundly in need of trans-
formation by the Gospel? Can we come to live and
preach passionately with the creativity of God the
Father and of Mary the mother of the beloved
Son?

| am grateful to have had this opportunity to
share with you my own reflections. In the coming
months, the General Council will outline the differ-
ent steps and themes for the next several years of
this on-going renewal of our life and mission. |
would ask the Provincials and Vicars-General, Pri-
oresses, and Presidents of our Lay Fraternities to
see that this letter is circulated among their mem-
bers. Throughout this New Year, know that you
will be frequently remembered in my thoughts and

prayers. In turn, | ask for yours.

Brothers and Sisters, let us walk this road of re-
newal together. Let us set out having the confi-
dence that Dominic had in Mary, the Mother of
God.

Your brother in Dominic,
fr. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa, O.P.

Master of the Order
Prot.: 50/07/1404 — Lettere all'Ordine

Holy Rosary Chapter:

Retreat: Our annual retreat will be April
18-20 at Our Lady of Peace Retreat in
Beaverton. Fr Bernard Blankenhorn,
O.P. will be retreat master. Other chap-
ters in Oregon and Idaho are invited to
participate. It will also be open to parishioners of
Holy Rosary parish.

Mary Fazio has volunteered to organize a spa-
ghetti dinner as a fundraiser to help support our
three main annual apostolates: KBVM FM
Catholic Radio, the Dominican Missions and the
Dominican Seminary fund. This will probably take
place in September.

We are continuing with /Deus Caritas Est /for
ongoing formation.

St. Monica Chapter will be hosting the 2/29

Lenten soup supper after the stations of the cross.
Jessica Naratil, daughter of Steve & Diane

Naratil will be making her First Holy Communion.

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter has hosted a soup
supper each Friday evening after Mass and before
the Taizé Prayer Service. Gilbert Mejia has
served as chief cook, assisted by various mem-
bers of the chapter.

The chapter retreat will be April 25-27 in
Flagstaff, AZ, with fr James Thompson, OP, guid-
ing the discussion on the theme of hope. Mem-
bers of other chapters are welcome (contact
Penny Levy (pennylevy542@aol.com) or Syndee
Pokora (pokora@asu.edu).
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word.op.org?

And of course, that our website, http://
laydominicanswest.org gives Western Lay Domini-
cans access to our own provincial directory online?

The lives of Palestinians, especially Christians, in
the Bethlehem and Jerusalem areas are severely
disrupted. They are kept prisoners in their homes or
villages. They are unable to work and provide the
basic necessities of life for their families. These
daily events are not only destroying lives and prop-
erty and hope, but they are crippling "human hearts
and their capacity to love." It is essential that the
world recognize the plight of both peoples caught up
in this conflict, but the need is far greater among
Palestinians, and especially Palestinian Christians.
Truly, they are among the most neglected. They
represent less than 5% of the population of the Holy
Land.

During the Dominican Jubilee 2008 we can send
a message of solidarity and hope. Some families in

the Bethlehem and Jerusalem areas make olive
wood rosaries for sale. We can help them sell their
work. We ask for a donation of € 2 (two Euro) or $2
(two dollars) for every rosary ordered. This covers
the cost of making and mailing the beads. All the
money donated will go directly to the rosary makers,
who are all friends of the Dominicans there.

The Dominican Family circulated approximately
250,000 rosaries around the world.
This Rosary Project continues and hopes to expand
through your support. Can you think of ways to
spread this worthy project among your friends and
be a source of solidarity for our Palestinian Christian
sisters and brothers?
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2008 LAY PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
ST. ALBERT PRIORY
JUNE 20-22, 2008
Keep it in your prayers, please.




