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kow: How does profession in the Order
of Preachers imply a commission to
preach as a participation in the essen-
tial mission of the Order? For more:
see http://www.domlife.org.

On January 17, fr Emmerich
Vogt, OP was elected our new Prior

Provincial. Congratulations to our
brother, and many thanks to his prede-
cessor, fr Roberto Corral, OP, for his
gracious support of the Dominican Laity
during his tenure.

Olga Kuhn, Mark Duke, Norma Lo-
pez and Loretta Salado received, No-
vember 19; Dorothy August, David
Jackson and Sinead Jackson, first
profession, November 19; Irene Gram,
Clare Hamlet and Karen Knierman,
life profession, November 28 (San
Martin de Porres Chapter);

Don Goergen, OP, and the Friends
of God Dominican Ashram, formerly
housed by the Dominicans in Kenosha,
WI, which has reopened at the Mother-
house of the Adrian Dominicans in (
Michigan. The house of prayer is open
and ready to receive guests. More
information: http://op.org/ashram/;

Loretta Kissell, OPL (St. Mary
Magdalene Chapter) who has earned
her PhD with a major in higher educa- 0
tion and a minor in linguistics from the
University of Arizona.
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A newly formed preaching commis-
sion will meet at Sta Sabina in February
to review and discuss the responses to
a survey on the Dominican charism of
preaching and to pursue the question
posed at the General Chapter of Kra-

On Saturday, December 2, 2006 a
mass attended by Lay Carmelites, Do-
minicans and Franciscans was held at
St. Thomas of Canterbury Church in

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together |




from fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa,
OP, Master of the Order

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Saint Dominic,

The mystery of Christmas illuminates our life in a
special way in order to remember always, each and
every day, where we came from — our origins — and
where we are going — our goal. At times, it might ap-
pear that violence is the only manner with which to
express or “to export” ways of living, thinking or be-
lieving... However, faithful to our vocation, we cele-
brate Christ, our Peace. (Eph. 2. 14) For this rea-
son, in the midst of the miseries of our times, the
star of Bethlehem continues to shine, even in our
days.

Having just started the Jubilee Year and, on De-
cember 22, when we remember the 790 years since
the confirmation of the Order by Pope Honorius llI,
our thoughts and our peregrination are focused on
each monastery of contemplative nuns of the Order.
We do this with the simple joy of a family that gath-
ers to celebrate.

Like people who are moved by the simplicity of
the manger and the tree adorned for the feast, on
reading our history we could reflect on the different
notes or characteristics with which Providence has
willed to “adorn” the Order in its eight centuries of
life. In fact, there are several essential elements that
continue to show all of Saint Dominic’s sons and
daughters the final goal of our life and mission, even
though these elements are there since the birth of
our Order.

The Word made flesh, born in the poverty of the
manger, invites us to contemplate an aspect of our
life and mission on which we should, maybe, medi-
tate a little: we are “mendicants”. This word may not
mean much today nor is it attractive. Perhaps, it also
needs an adequate historical explanation. Nonethe-
less, our human and spiritual frame of mind and the
lifestyle we would like to incarnate are, surprisingly,
very much alive today and spring forth from a foun-
dational charism that lives in the very heart of the
Church, from our origins as mendicants.

In our Order — even today and in its various

branches — profession is made in the hands of the
person who receives it. This very old gesture is an
eloquent sign of mutual trust, fraternity, mobility and
itinerancy. For this reason we can say that in the Or-
der there is no other stability than that of our obedi-
ence inspired by the image of Christ who, being of
divine condition, emptied himself and assumed the
human condition (Phil 2, 7).

Like the magi coming from the East and the
shepherds of Bethlehem, the gospel ideal of mendi-
cancy impels us always to be “on the way”, and to
cultivate a special docility open to divine providence
that manifests itself in everyday life. To be a mendi-
cant is to be available, always ready to go and meet
the others because it is where the mystery of God
manifests itself.

As mendicants we would like to live our “not be-
longing to the world” in a way that is always new, by
living a regular life of the “conventual” type charac-
terized by spaces and times that offer a framework
or rhythm that are proper to our separatio mundi.
The solitude of our cells and fraternal life in commu-
nity; intimacy with the Lord in personal prayer and
community celebration (Liturgy of the Hours and
Eucharist); community meetings; a common table;
our schedules and observances; the necessary si-
lence and the different spaces reserved in enclo-
sure; all of this, in a way, puts itself at the service of
the word that is contemplated, studied and is an-
nounced outside the boundaries of the convent, in
the immense “cloister of the world”. In fact, the de-
sire to be near people in order to share their joys
and hope, their sorrow and anguish, impels us to
link community life with the apostolic and missionary
ministry.

For this reason, the mystery of Christmas invites
us to emphasize an incarnate spirituality that is
marked in a special way by love for those that are
most weak and poor. The mendicant is not so much
the monachus (solitary), but the frater or the soror
(with a special emphasis on the community). This is
why we strive especially to incarnate the evangelical
fraternity which should lead us to live amongst peo-
ple in structures that are more simple and neigh-
bourly. Since the beginning of our 800-year history,
the life of our communities of nuns and friars of the
Order of Preachers extended itself in the so-called

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)

Third Orders (regular and/or secular). This move-
ment generated a vast and beautiful constellation of
Congregations of religious sisters that are spread on
all the continents, and which are examples of dedi-
cation, creativity and imagination put at the service
of the preaching of the Gospel. New groups of lay
associates and the Dominican Youth Movement
were aggregated to the lay Fraternities.

The proclamation of the Word is still our pro-
posal / response to a society in constant change and
mobility. The renaissance of urban life in the 13th
century was marked by the development of the cor-
porations, guilds, communes, associations of stu-
dents and professors, commercial federations, etc.
These new expressions of communion and participa-
tion encouraged the involvement of all their mem-
bers in decision making and, in a way, inspired our
fraternal life.

Among other features — which come to us from
these sources — one can highlight our system of
government characterized by the election of the prior
or prioress (“primus inter pares” [first among equals]
and not an abbot or abbess); the periodicity of the
functions of government (a precise timeframe for
terms of office and responsibilities) and the impor-
tance of the chapters.

Faithful to the principle “quod omnes tangit ab
omnibus decerni et tractari debet” (What touches all,
must be discerned and dealt with together), our fra-
ternal life has always privileged moments of commu-
nity life so that, in the light of the Holy Spirit and of
our laws, we could always revise, examine, discern,
deal with and define how to be faithful to our voca-
tion. This “capitular” style guarantees our search for
evangelical unanimity (to have one heart and one
soul) through the different meetings (chapters) in a
variety of styles according to their proper goal: revi-
sion of our project for life and mission, study or on-
going formation, decision making regarding govern-
ment and administration; various elections, etc. The
“vote”, as a final commitment of obedience, gives us
“voice and vote”. That is to say, it makes us perma-
nently responsible for personal and community life.

The Order was born at a time of profound
changes in social and economic structures. Such a
transformation allowed the “new rich” and the “new
poor” to appear, to whom our preaching gave prior-
ity. Analogically, these challenges and priorities pre-
sent themselves again in our days. Our evangelical

life would like to be prophetical, by denouncing sin in
all its manifestations, the ever-increasing power of
money and of many new “feudal regimes” (Is. 10,
1ss); by giving comfort to its many victims (Is. 40,
1ss) and by reviving the spirits of the dejected and of
those who fear and hesitate. (Is 57, 15)

As a response to the system at times based on
rents, benefices and tithes, mendicant poverty —
both personal and as a community — not only implies
a moral ascesis in order to guarantee the fraternal
sharing of goods, but also becomes an institutional
and personal condition to make present the Kingdom
of God. From this perspective, the celebration of the
mystery of Christmas, God-with-us, questions us
about our way of living and our way of relating to
things, goods and creation.

Changes also open up the way for new ways of
thinking, new questions and new cultural concerns.
This is the reason why study is important as well as
a greater presence in universities, from where — in
some way — thought develops.

Mendicant life is, first and above all, a mystical
sign or witness, a visible expression of itinerant
preaching and of the community of brothers and sis-
ters who abandon themselves to Providence. This
calls us to live spiritually and profoundly our depend-
ence on God and gives us more freedom to preach
the Good News. It continues to require from us —in
a creative fidelity to the inspiration of St. Dominic —
our labor and our dependence on the people at
whose service we want to put ourselves.

Even today, the star of Bethlehem continues to
shine in the midst of darkness. It illumines our life so
that we could discover more clearly those things
which not only “contribute to the glory of God and
our sanctification, but also bear directly on the salva-
tion of humankind” (Cfr. LCO 1 § IV). Such a light
also reveals the shadows that could obscure the
beauty, that is always new, of the Dominican ideal.
Mendicants of Truth and itinerant, we will be purified
by being on the way.

During this Jubilee Year, may the monasteries of
contemplative life of the Order — in the joy of the first
love — help us to discover this beauty so as to feel
encouraged to offer it to the others.

Fraternally in Saint Dominic and Saint Catherine
21st November 2006

Bro Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa op
From IDI, #447, December 2006
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Karen Woods, OPL

As another year ends and a new
one dawns, as usual, | stop to count
my blessings. There are so many! |
won’t take your time to enumerate
them all — you probably have much the same
on your own list — but a few maybe?

First, I'm so grateful to the chapters who
have responded to my begging for funds to
help defray the cost of the trip to Argentina in
March. To be part of such a giving community
of chapters is one of the richest gifts I've re-
ceived.

This isn’t the only time you've responded!
You donated to the fund for our Lay Dominican
brothers and sisters in Iraqg; you donated to the
fund for our Lay Dominicans caught in the dev-
astation of Katrina and Rita. You are so very
generous with goods like the quilts from
Antioch, like the money from lean treasuries
(“She has given from her poverty”), and like
your prayers that sustain those for whom we
care so much.

| am grateful for this way of life to which, all
undeserving, I've been called. It bundles up all
the other elements of my life and makes them
meaningful. I’'m grateful for the friendship and
support of so many of my Dominican brothers
and sisters.

| am grateful for those who share their pain
with me, because it both gives me perspective
and allows me to dwell within the holy. It
touches me, expands my awareness and un-
derstanding, and fleshes out my prayer.

| am grateful for now 70 years of grace that
led me along circuitous paths and moved me
from precipices along the way. I'm grateful for
the angels that God has stationed along that
path for me. They stand large in my memory,
and | know and celebrate how very much | owe
to them.

2007 — we wonder what it will hold. But |
know that, whatever, it'll still hold very much of
the things for which I'm most grateful.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
July 8, 2007
from 2:00 — 4:30 p.m.

to celebrate
the 800th anniversary
of the foundation of the Order

with Timothy Radcliffe, OP
Hosted by the Dominican Sisters of San Rafael

at 1520 Grand Avenue, San Rafael, California
Invitation with more details to be sent this spring.

#$$%

' oo (

Loving Father,

through the Church you call us in this
new millennium “to nourish ourselves
with the Word, in order to be servants of
the Word in the work of evangelization.”

Fill us with the gift of your Spirit that we

may preach the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Word made flesh, among all we meet along
the paths of life. May the same Spirit over-shadow
and guide all who will be planning and
participating in the International Congress 2007,
so that our work of evangelization will bear
abundant fruit for the Kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

* The prayer above was written by Sr. Mary Lucy and her community
from the Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary, Buffalo, New York.
/8 0 96 i+l
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Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal
Wisdom, you called your servant
Dominic to set off on a journey of
faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us,
so that we might faithfully and joyfully pro-
claim the gospel of peace, through the same
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation
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Did you see the movie, “The Nativity Story?”

The scene that captured my imagination was that of Mary wrapping Jesus in bands
of cloth. (Luke 2:7) After seeing the film | also recalled the linen wrapping in the empty
tomb at Easter. (John 20:5) “He (John) bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he
did not go in.” Please keep the above Scripture passages in mind as | try to link recent events to how you
can give another gift/present for the Christ Child.

Sr Marion Irvine, O.P., who is the Justice Promoter for the Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, California,
plus sr Bernadette Wambacher, O.P., also a San Rafael Dominican sister, and myself, as our Western Do-
minican Provincial Lay Promoter of Justice, participated in a Oct. 27-28, 2006 national conference. The con-
ference, titled, “Point Seven NOW: Keeping America’s Promise to Make Poverty History,” was sponsored in
part by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Relief Services. They partner together and
conduct a “Catholic Campaign Against Global Poverty.” Read about this campaign online at http://www.
uscch.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/ U.S. Catholics can help keep America® promise to make poverty history by
increasing foreign aid toward .7% of the National Income.

Cardinal Renato Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace was in attendance.
Father John Donahue, S.J., gave us biblical background to the Call of the Poor in the Gospels. But, the big
boost of energy came when economist, Jeffrey Sachs, noted that 300 million insecticide-treated bed nets
were needed worldwide to prevent malaria. It costs about ten U.S. dollars to make a bed net. One of the at-
tendees at the conference noted that since there are 300 million Americans. Why can’t every person in the
U.S. donate $10.00 for bed nets?

At our San Francisco archdiocesan follow-up to the conference we found out that a priest, who is part of
our S.F. archdiocesan steering committee for the “Point 7 NOW” campaign, will be returning to Tanzania.
Bed nets are also made in Tanzania. Consequently, members from other parishes and | have already do-
nated money so that Fr. Mangesho can bring the money to pay for the manufacturing of more bed nets. The
funds also provide poor people with jobs.

May you catch the fire to send money to pay for bed nets! Before and after Father’s trip to Tanzania,
you can make checks payable to “Apostolic Life Community of Priests” (A.L.C.P.)

Mail checks to:

Fr. Paulinus Mangesho
300 Fulton St.
Redwood City, CA 94062

Funding for bed nets is a call to offer another gift/present to the Christ Child; the Christ Child, who is
“present” in the poor. Like Mary at Christmas who warded off the chill of nigh with swaddling clothes for Je-
sus, we lovingly enfold people with bed nets to chase away the danger of death from malaria-causing mos-
guito bites.

| pray that as Dominicans, who preach the Good News of Jesus Christ, we will spread the Good News,
and urge others everywhere to contribute for bed nets.

May Lent — soon upon us — also find us praying and fasting, so that our almsgiving will be able to en-
shroud additional people with those 300 million anti-malarial bed nets.
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Pope Benedict XVI's 2007 Message on the World
Day of Peace

Pope Benedict XVI's message for the Jan. 1,
2007 World Day of Peace provides some tenets
about the human person that are basics for social
justice. Excerpts from that message follow.

1. ... linvoke peace upon children, who by their in-
nocence enrich humanity with goodness and hope,
and by their sufferings compel us all to work for jus-
tice and peace. ...I am convinced that respect for
the person promotes peace and that, in building
peace, the foundations are laid for an authentic inte-
gral humanism.

2. Sacred Scripture affirms that “God created man in
his own image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them” (Gen
1:27). As one created in the image of God, each in-
dividual human being has the dignity of a person; he
or she is not just something, but someone, capable
of self-knowledge, self-possession, free self-giving
and entering into communion with others.

3. ...peace is both gift and task. If it is true that
peace between individuals and peoples—the ability
to live together and to build relationships of justice
and solidarity—calls for unfailing commitment on our
part, it is also true, and indeed more so, that peace
is a gift from God. Peace is an aspect of God® activ-
ity, made manifest both in the creation of an orderly
and harmonious universe and also in the redemption
of humanity that needs to be rescued from the disor-
der of sin. ...there is a moral logic which is built into
human life and which makes possible dialogue be-
tween individuals and peoples (3) ...the norms of
the natural law should not be viewed as externally
imposed decrees, as restraints upon human free-
dom. Rather, they should be welcomed as a call to
carry out faithfully the universal divine plan inscribed
in the nature of human beings.

4. The duty to respect the dignity of each human be-
ing, in whose nature the image of the Creator is re-
flected, means in consequence that the person can
not be disposed of at will. Those with greater politi-
cal, technical, or economic power may not use that
power to violate the rights of others who are less for-

tunate. Peace is based on respect for the rights of
all. Conscious of this, the Church champions the
fundamental rights of each person. In particular she
promotes and defends respect for the life and the
religious freedom of everyone.

6. At the origin of many tensions that threaten peace
are surely the many unjust inequalities still tragically
present in our world. Particularly insidious among
these are, on the one hand, inequality in access to
essential goods like food, water, shelter, health; on
the other hand, there are persistent inequalities be-
tween men and women in the exercise of basic hu-
man rights. A fundamental element of building
peace is the recognition of the essential equality of
human persons springing from their common tran-
scendental dignity.

13. The protection of human rights is constantly re-
ferred to by international bodies and, in particular,
the United Nations Organization, which set itself the
fundamental task of promoting the human rights in-
dicated in the 1948 Universal Declaration. ...the
rights described in the Declaration are held to be
based not simply on the decisions of the assembly
that approved them, but on man® very nature and
his inalienable dignity as a person created by God.
Consequently it is important for international agen-
cies not to lose sight of the natural foundation of hu-
man rights.

14. The recognition that there exist inalienable hu-
man rights connected to our common human nature
has led to the establishment of a body of interna-
tional humanitarian law which States are committed
to respect, even in the case of war.

16. Finally, | wish to make an urgent appeal to the
People of God: let every Christian be committed to
tireless peace-making and strenuous defense of the
dignity of the human person and his inalienable
rights.

In Christ we can find the ultimate reason for becom-
ing staunch champions of human dignity and coura-
geous builders of peace.

The full text is online at http://www.vatican.va/
holy father/benedict xvi/messages/peace/
documents/hf ben-xvi_mes 20061208 xI-world-
day-peace en.html

Submitted by Joyce Calagos, OPL



Maryanne Thacker, OPL

Dear Dominican Brothers and Sis-
ters,

When something works, it is fun to
pass it on, especially when it
comes to sharing with Dominicans.

This past September, my chapter

held a day of reflection before our

5:00 pm Mass of Reception and

Profession. Our Moderator, Bar-

bara Keats, chose the theme St.

Dominic’s Nine Ways of Prayer. Chapter members
that were being received, renewing or making profes-
sion presented one of Dominic’s ways of prayer. Af-
ter each 5 minute presentation, the entire chapter
tried it out, praying as Dominic did so magnificently
800 years ago. As is often the case, the simple and
obvious ideas are the most profound and the most
life-changing.

Spending a day immersed in Dominic’s all encom-
passing ways of prayer was transforming. If you are
interested in a retreat or reflection topic for your
chapter try Dominic’s Nine Ways of Prayer. | think
you'll like it and hope it provides for your Dominican
community the inspiration it did for me and mine.

As we journey together on this beautiful Dominican
path to Truth let us pray for one another more often.
My prayers are with you always.

Maryanne Thacker

PS | am still collecting On-Going Formation topics
so they can be shared with us all. If you haven't al-
ready given me yours please do so that | have a
complete list of all the Western Province study top-
ics. My email is mathacker44@aol.com.

Holy Rosary Chapter, Portland: Margaret Powell
passed away on Dec. 14, 2006. Several chapter

members attended her funeral on Dec. 18 and the
rosary the night before as well as suffrages for her
on Dec. 23. Please keep her in your prayers along

with her family.

Thanksgiving Baskets: Cecelia Hoesly headed up
our annual Thanksgiving basket apostolate in No-
vember in which we assembled and delivered 60
baskets this year with the help of Holy Rosary parish-
ioners, St. Vincent De Paul and many of the parish
young people working on community service hours
toward confirmation.

Cedar Chest Raffle: Our cedar chest raffle took
place on December 17 after all of the Masses. The
winners were: Cedar Chest--Safranski family; $100--
Wendy Nabors; Lamp--Grace Peters.

Epiphany Party: We are celebrating the Feast of
Epiphany as a chapter by going to Gustav's restau-
rant for Happy Hour on Friday, Jan. 5.

From homily by Timothy Radcliffe, OP, 2006

The magi gave the child Jesus
@ifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.@NVhy did they bring him
gifts? These would not have
been useful for Mary® child.
What would they have done with
them?

The point of course is not that Jesus® family
needed these presents, though presumably
gold always comes in handy! These gifts were
not in recognition of what he wanted but of who
he was. The gold was the recognition of his
kingship, the frankincense of his priesthood
and the myrrh of the death that he would die.

So the magi gave him gifts in honour of the
gift that he was to them, and is to us. These
gifts show not that the child Jesus was needy
but that we are, who long for this priestly king
who gave his life for us. The magi go to seek
him with their bags full of precious things, but
more importantly they depart with their hands
empty, and thus able to receive the gift of all

that Jesus is.
http://torch.or.org/preaching/sermon/1070 )
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By Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. -
12.7.06

Each year, as we move toward Christmas, a
friend of mine puts together a list of his favorite
Christmas songs. Every year it® the usual mix of Si-
lent Night, The Shepherds @Carol, 0 Little Town of
Bethlehem - things like that. But every year he also
includes Dr. EImo® great Christmas classic,
Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer. The lyrics
go like this:

Grandma got run over by a reindeer,

Walking home from our house, Christmas Eve,

You can say you don't believe in Santa,

But as for me and Grandpa -- we believe.

| finally asked him why he puts this song on his list.
He said, "For the pagans. A little belief is better than
none at all."

I haven®been able to get this song out of my
head - partly because it® so goofy, but also because
it raises a couple of questions. Who really owns
Christmas? The pagans? The Christians? Toys-R-
Us? The ACLU? Why are we supposed to be happy
this month? And what exactly are we celebrating?
Let me answer the questions this way.

The Louvre Museum in Paris holds about 35,000
pieces of art from the 14" to the 20th centuries. And
one of the most beautiful collections in the Louvre is
the paintings of the Middle Ages. Medieval art is
Christian art. One reason for that is obvious. The
Church had the influence and the resources to pay
for great art. Another reason is that the political lead-
ers of that age shared that same Christian faith. So
did the people. And so did the artists. As a result,
paintings from the Middle Ages combine beauty,
simplicity and faith in a very powerful way.

Most Medieval art tried to do two things: touch
the heart with its beauty and teach the mind with its
story. It opened a window on the Bible to people
who couldn®read. The recurring scenes in Medieval
art are events like the Annunciation, the Visitation,
the Birth of Christ, the Gift of the Magi, the Baptism
in the Jordan, the Temptation in the Desert, Judas©
Kiss, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection.

The paintings had power not just because they
were ways of teaching the faith. They had power be-
cause they connected the human condition with
Christian hope and Christian purpose.

Weee born, we grow, we suffer, we die. So do
the people we love. Do our lives mean anything?
And if they do, what do they mean? These are the
guestions that really matter to all of us. They mat-
tered even more urgently to people with shorter life
spans 700 years ago. Medieval art is about birth,
growth, suffering, death and the hope of new life, all
viewed through the person of Jesus Christ. 1t® about
God. But it® also about us as human beings --
because Jesus Christ is not only God; he® also
human.

When a Medieval artist painted Pilate showing a
beaten and bloody Christ to the mob with the words
ecce homo --"behold the man"- - he spoke to the
suffering of every man and woman who viewed the
painting. That® the genius of the Gospel and the art
it inspires. Christian art is about the dignity of the hu-
man person loved and redeemed by God.

It® about meaning.

Some of you may be thinking, if Medieval art was
such a big deal, how come nobody does it anymore?
That® a fair question. | have a one-word answer:
perspective. It® an interesting word, "perspective.” It
comes from the Latin verb perspicere, which means,
"to see clearly."

In art, perspective is the technique of represent-
ing three dimensional objects on a two-dimensional
surface. Medieval painters didn®know how to do
this. Starting in the 14™ century, painters began fig-
uring out how to put depth of field in their work. They
learned how to create the illusion of a round apple
on a flat piece of canvas. 1t® basically a math prob-
lem with horizon lines and vanishing points.

Within a hundred years, every painter used the
new perspective techniques in his work. Nobody
painted the old way. And very soon nobody looked
at or experienced a painting the same way. There
was a different perspective. Seven hundred years
ago, a painter might take months or years to finish a
scene like the Nativity. Seven hundred years later, a
teen-ager of our time can do a three dimensional,
photo-realistic image of the same scene in a few
hours with a free piece of software called Blender
3D.

But their perspectives are not at all the same.
The word "perspective" has two different meanings.
It® not just a technique in art. It also means our
frame of reference. It® our basic way of looking

(Continued on page 10)
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at people, ideas and events. Our perspective not only
shapes how we understand the world; it also reveals

a lot about what we believe and who we choose to be.

Here® the point. As we finish 2006, we know a lot
more than we did 700 years ago. We eat better. We
live longer. We have nicer clothes. We own more
stuff. But are we happier? Are we wiser? Do our lives
have more beauty and harmony and meaning? Are
we more humane with each other?

Our perspective on the world has changed in fun-
damental ways. But is the soul of modern life any
deeper or holier? Given the wars and injustices of the
last century, we@ better think very carefully before we
answer.

| believe that Americans are a blessed people.
Most of us believe in God. We go to church at higher
rates than any other developed country. We still work
hard. We still have a deep love of family and personal
integrity. And most of the good things we have, we®e
labored honestly to earn.

Americans enjoy more freedom, more mobility,
better education, better career choices and better
medical care than any other country in history. We
have more personal wealth. We have more leisure
time. We have a society genuinely based on law that
at least tries to ensure justice for everybody. And in
science, technology, commerce and military power,
the United States has no equal.

But Americans also have a growing inequality of
wealth, education and opportunity. We face a decline
of ideas and public service; growing moral ambiguity;
a spirit of entitlement with rights exalted over respon-
sibilities; a cult of personal consumption; and a civic
vocabulary that seems to get more brutish and more
confused every year.

This last point about our civic vocabulary is impor-
tant. The language we use in public discourse mat-
ters. Words are like a paintbrush. They@e a very pow-
erful tool. They can form or deform the human con-
science.

Words like "tolerance" and "consensus" are impor-
tant democratic working principles. But they aren®
Christian virtues, and they should never take priority
over other words like charity, justice, faith and truth,
either in our personal lives or in our public choices.
Here® another word: choice. Choice is usually a good
thing. But it® never an end in itself. Choice is worth-
less -in fact, it® a form of idolatry - if all the choices
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are meaningless or bad.

Here® another word: pluralism. These days plural-
ism usually serves as a codeword for getting Chris-
tians to shut up in the public square out of some mis-
guided sense of courtesy. But pluralism is just a
demographic fact. It® not an ideology. And it® never
a valid excuse for being quiet about our key moral
convictions.

Here® another word: community. Community is
more than a collection of persons. Community re-
quires mutual respect, a shared future, and submis-
sion to each other® needs based on common beliefs
and principles. 1t® not just an elegant name for an in-
terest group. Talking about the "abortion-rights com-
munity" makes as much sense as talking about the
"big tobacco community."

Here® another couple of words: the common
good. The common good does not mean the sum of
what most people want right now. The common good
is that which constitutes the best source of justice and
happiness for a community and its members in the
light of truth. The common good is never served by
killing the weakest members of a community. It® also
not served when the appetites and behaviors of indi-
vidual members get a license to undermine the life of
the wider community.

Finally, let® take one more word: democracy. De-
mocracy does not mean putting aside our religious
and moral beliefs for the sake of public policy. In fact,
it demands exactly the opposite. Democracy depends
on people of character fighting for their beliefs in the
public square - legally, ethically and non-violently, but
forcefully and without apology. Demaocracy is not
God. Only God is God. Even democracy stands un-
der the judgment of God and God® truths about hu-
man purpose and dignity. The passengers in a car
can democratically elect to go in the wrong direction.
But theye still just as dead -- with or without a major-
ity opinion -- when they go over a cliff.

The fallout from this confusion in the language of
the rise of an unhealthy individualism among citizens;
second, growing tribal warfare among interest
groups; third, more and more cynicism toward public
life and service; fourth, a decline in democratic in-
volvement; and fifth, image over substance in public
debate, which results in politics as a kind of cynical
sound-bite management.

In recent years, some people in both political par-
ties would like to blame the conflicts in American pub-
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lic life on religious believers. The argument goes like
this. Religion is so powerful and so personal that
whenever it enters public life in an organized way, it
divides people. It repels. It polarizes. It oversimplifies
complex issues. It creates bitterness. It invites ex-
tremism. And finally it violates the spirit of the Consti-
tution by muddling up the separation of Church and
state that keeps Americans from sliding into intoler-
ance.

The same argument goes on to claim that, once
they@e free from the burden of religious interference,
mature citizens and leaders can engage in reasoned
discourse, putting aside superstition and private ob-
sessions to choose the best course for the widest
public. Because the state is above moral and relig-
ious tribalism, it can best guarantee the rights of eve-
ryone. Therefore a fully secularized public square
would be the adulthood of the American Experiment.
That® the hype. Here® the reality.

First of all, key differences exist between public
institutions which are non-sectarian, and secularist
ideology. Everybody can live with the former. No
Christian in his or her right mind should want to live
with the latter.

Whenever you hear loud fretting about an irra-
tional fear of an Established Church, somebody® try-
ing to force religious believers and communities out
of the public discussion of issues.

Second, the American Experiment -- more than
any other modem state -- is the product of religiously
shaped concepts and tradition. It can®survive for
long without respecting the source of that tradition. A
fully secularized public life would mean policy by the
powerful for the powerful because no permanent
principles can exist in a morally neutral vacuum.

Finally, secularism isn®really morally neutral. I1t®
actively destructive. It undermines community. It at-
tacks the heart of what it means to be human. It re-
jects the sacred while posturing itself as neutral to
the sacred. It ignores the most basic questions of so-
cial purpose and personal meaning by writing them
off as private idiosyncrasies. It also just doesn't
work -- in fact, by its nature it can®work -- as a life-
giving principle for society. And despite its own
propaganda, it® never been a natural, evolutionary,
historical result of human progress.

Certain beliefs have always held Americans to-
gether as a people. Christianity and its Jewish roots
have always provided the grounding for our most im-
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portant national principles, like inalienable rights and
equality under the law. But as a country, we@e losing
the Founders@erspective on the meaning of our
shared public life. We have wealth and power and
free time and choices and toys-- but we no longer
see clearly who we are. Material things don®give us
meaning. We@e in danger of becoming the "men
without chests" that C.S. Lewis talked about in The
Abolition of Man - people sapped of their heart, en-
ergy, courage and convictions by the machinery they
helped to create. And if we can®find a way to heal
that interior emptiness, then as an experiment in the
best ideals of human freedom, America will fail.

| began by talking about Christmas. Who owns it?
Why are we supposed to be happy? What are we
really celebrating?

Good will, joy, peace, harmony, the giving of
gifts - these are beautiful and holy things deeply
linked to Christmas. But not to Santa Claus. And es-
pecially not to a politically correct, secular Santa
Claus. Joy is not generic. Good will needs a reason.
We don®suddenly become generous because the
radio plays Jingle Bells.

Christmas is about the birth of Jesus Christ. We
believe that Jesus is the messiah of Israel, the only
Son of God, the Word of God made flesh. We be-
lieve that He was born in poverty in Bethlehem in or-
der to grow and preach God® kingdom, and suffer,
die and rise from the dead - all for the sake of our re-
demption, because God loves us. Christmas is a
feast of love, but it® God's love first that makes it
possible. Christmas begins our deliverance from sin
and death. That® why St. Leo the Great called it the
"birthday of joy." What begins in the stable ends in
our salvation. That's why we celebrate Christmas,
and it® the best and only reason the human heart
needs.

From http://hughhewett.townhall.com
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San Jose. The Presider was Bishop Patrick
McGrath of the San Jose Diocese. Some 275 terti-
aries were there with banners. Symbolic gifts were
presented to the Bishop by each Order. The Lay
Dominicans of St. Joseph Chapter, Mission San
Jose, presented a book of Scripture. Monastic ro-
sary beads were presented by the Viethamese Lay
Dominican Community. These gifts represented St.
Dominic taking "Truth" from Scripture and proclaim-
ing it. The Rosary signified that it is a "Compendium
of the Gospel" and a "School of Contemplation”
A sit down luncheon followed. Friars from each Or-
der represented their Lay family. Well received was
the Dominican Novice Master from the O. P. West,
fr Anthony Rosevear, with 5 novices and a student.
Three Dominican Sisters from the Motherhouse at
Mission San Jose were present at the celebration,
as well. It was a most enjoyable day. The Bishop
said he was "stunned" by the turnout!
Submitted by:
Bernadette K. Davison, O.P.L.

St. Joseph Chapter
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St. Catherine of Siena Chapter: runoff election for
alternate LPC representative: RoseAnn Milano.

Congress 2007: http://www.
laydominicancongress.org: program, partici-
pants!

New on the web: fr Paul Hinnebusch’s homilies,
teachings, published articles:
http://www.FrPaulHinnebusch.org

Get better acquainted with PARABLE:
http://www.parableconference.org.

Read Sunday homilies by our English brethren:
http://torch.op.org/preaching/.

A source of Dominican clipart:
http://www.domcentral.org/album/default.htm.

and, of course, our own:
http://laydominicanswest.org where CIW is ar-
chived, the Rule is available, the Provincial Lay Do-
minican database is available “for members only.”
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