STINTHEN)

Inside
#

1
||$ &

%
)"
* (+
" /"0 34
(12 2
5 "% "2 6
(12 "$

Christ in the World! Is pub-
lished six times a year. Sub-
missions are welcome.
Editor: Karen Woods, OPL
2619 E. Orange
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-833-8599
480-833-09%4 (fax)
kwoodsopl@juno.com
Subscription: free to members of
Western Province chapters or to

others in exchange for newslet-
ters,

a donation of $3.00 per year for
the email edition is appreciated or
$8.00 per year via postal service
for all others. Make checks pay-
able to Karen Woods.

HAS A NEW LOOK! And Christ in
the World is part of it! All Dominicans

Logo by Anne Lithgoe, OP

do well to check
the website once a week to see what's
new.

Following these steps, you can find
CIW: from the front page, click on BE-
ING DOMINICAN; scroll down to LAY
DOMINICANS and click on that title;
from the list on the right, click on
CHRIST IN THE WORLD!

Users of the DomLife website can
opt to have an email update sent auto-
matically to their inbox every couple of
weeks: To subscribe, click on the box
at the top right corner of the home
page.

Congratulations and thanks to sr
Anne Lythgoe, OP, web editor, who
has transformed DomLife into an expe-
rience, not just a news page!

Be sure to visit the site and spend
some time exploring everything that is
there.

fr David Kammler, OP, newly ap-
pointed Promoter General of the Lay
Dominicans worldwide; fr David is from
Germany and will take over for fr Jerry
Stookey whose term is completed;

Erin Zion, received (St. Albert
Chapter), June 11;

Amparo Osorio, Rosa Sanchez,
Feddy Ruiz and Vilma Stratton, life
professed, (St. Dominic Chapter) April
22;

fr Bernhard Blankenhorn, OP, or-

dained to the priesthood June 29;

frs James Moore, Dominic de
Maio, Dismas Sayre, Augustine
Hilander, who professed their solemn
VOWS on June 24;

fr John Lydon, OP, Southern Prov-
ince, and fr Juan Diego Brunetta, OP,
Eastern Province, newly appointed Pro-
vincial Promoters for the Lay Domini-
cans in their provinces;

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter:
Barbara Keats, Moderator (re-elected);
Maryanne Thacker, Formation Direc-
tor; Kathy Rhody, Assistant Moderator;
Chris Peterson, Secretary; Dick
Leopold, councilor;

St. Albert Chapter: Steffen
Richards, Moderator; Phyllis Sale,
Assistant Moderator; Ellen Logue,
Secretary; Sharon Ceasar and Jean
Ramacciotti, councilors;

St. Rose of Lima Chapter: Evelyn
Isidro, Moderator; Michael Norris,
Formation Director; Barbara Karabi-
nos, Treasurer;

fr Emmerich Vogt, OP, prior of the
St. Albert Priory; fr Carl Schlichte, OP,
prior of Holy Rosary Priory;

St. Dominic Chapter: Concie
Kibbe, (reelected) Moderator; Nancy
Riley, Assistant Moderator; Susan
Piopongco, Secretary; Feddy Ruiz,
Treasurer; Rosa Sanchez, Formation
Director; Nancy Riley, Provincial Coun-
cil rep; Vida Dalo, alternate LPC rep;
Lillian Torrent, Vilma Stratton, coun-
cil members.

Finding the Elusive God, by fr Paul
Scanlon, OP, Our Sunday Visitor Pub-

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together |
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The Lay Provincial Council (LPC) of the Western
Province met at St Albert Priory the weekend of
June 23. All chapters were represented except
Queen of Angels. Representative Denise Harvey's
mother passed away at the beginning of that week,
so she and the alternate, her husband Michael, had
to journey to New York. They were present in our
prayers, certainly, but not in person. About a half
dozen observers also attended and assisted in the
work of the Council.

THE REVISION OF OUR PARTICULAR
DIRECTORY was the principal business of the
council. The work was begun at the LPC meeting in
2005. The Executive Committee, which serves as
the standing Statutes Commission between LPC
meetings, worked on the revision throughout the
months intervening between the 2005 LPC meeting
and this year’s.

The representatives and observers were as-
signed to the committees launched last year, with
returning members sitting in the same committee to
which they were assigned in 2005. The first task
was to review the section that they'd been assigned
last year. Back in the plenary, we heard of each
committee’s review.

Then the committees broke out to do a complete
reading of the Particular Directory (PD) and note
any part that needed further clarification. That work
also had a hearing in plenary on Saturday after-
noon.

There was quite a bit of discussion re officers’
titles, especially the use of “prior” and “prioress.” In
simple obedience to the Rule, the chapters of the
Western Province will cease using conventual
terms, fully realizing that we are lay people, not re-
ligious, in the world though not of it, and therefore
do not satisfy the definitions of those terms.

The next steps: the Executive Committee will
meet in October to review and incorporate the fur-
ther changes suggested by the committees. The
PD will then go to the chapters for discussion and
vote to accept. Once accepted by the chapters, the
PD will go to the prior provincial for his approval on
behalf of the Master.

The PD will continue to be reviewed each year by

the LPC, making it a living document that can be ex-
peditiously amended by the LPC. Petitions to
amend will be welcomed from the chapters, and one
of the tasks of the chapter representatives will be to
bring those petitions to the LPC.

ELECTIONS were another item of business. The
LPC elected Mary Halvorson of Holy Rosary Chap-

Your new Executive
Committee of the LPC:
LtoR:

Bill Rabalais, DLIPC
delegate; fr George
Matanic, Provincial
Promoter; Mary Hal-
vorson, Secretary;
Karen Woods, Presi-
dent; Tony Galati,
Vice-President; Steve
Cain, Treasurer.
Photo by Charo Aquirre,

ter, Portland, as Secretary, and | oPL (Corpus Christi Ch.)

outgoing secretary Tony Galati
as the new vice president.

The LPC heartily thanked outgoing vice-president
Gary Sims for his outstanding service for two terms.
Prior Provincial fr Roberto Corral visited the
LPC on Saturday and encouraged us in our work on
the PD as well as in our living out of our Dominican

way of life.

TRIPS added variety to this year's meeting. The
LPC toured the new campus of the Dominican
School of Philosophy and Theology and learned of
plans to offer courses by internet. Thanks to fr Mi-
chael Sweeney and staff for hosting our visit.

A contingent of representatives attended the sol-
emn profession in Antioch of four of our student
brothers: frs James Moore, Dominic de Maio, Dis-
mas Sayre, and Augustine Hilander while the rest
of us formed a quorum and carried on the meeting
back at St. Albert’s.

Also adding sparkle to our weekend were the
Alemany Dinner on the evening of June 22 when we
were all arriving, as well as the 65th jubilee celebra-
tion of fr Lawrence Banfield on Friday evening.
We mostly stayed out of the way, but celebrations
like that do affect us all.

The Master of the Order, fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa,
OP, and his socius for the U.S. (and also our Pro-
moter General of Lay Dominicans), fr Jerry Stookey
were both in residence at St. Albert’'s while we were

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)

there. The executive committee were privileged to

have lunch with frs Carlos and Jerry on Friday.
Overall, it was a stimulating and lively meeting,

with a great deal of good work accomplished.
Karen Woods, OPL

$ 9 % (% *+
Dominican Leadership Conference and Domini-
can University Announce New McGreal Center
For Dominican Historical Studies

RIVER FOREST, IL [03/08/06]---In a new joint effort,
the Dominican Leadership Conference and Domini-
can University will establish a university Center for
Dominican Historical Studies named in honor of Sis-
ter Mary Nona McGreal, OP, former

President of Edgewood College and

Director of Project OPUS since

1989.

Project OPUS, is a DLC spon-
sored initiative which, with Sister
Nona’s leadership, has compiled
and organized over 5,000 docu-
ments chronicling the history of Do-
minican life and mission in the United States. In
2001 OPUS published the first of three volumes
about our Dominican family --- Dominicans at Home
in a Young Nation: 1786-1865.

According to Donna Carroll, President of Domini-
can University, it will take the next
year or so to catalogue and relo-
cate the OPUS collection. In the
meantime, Dominican University in
partnership with the DLC will
search for a center director.

"We anticipate that the

McGreal Center will be funded

substantially by contributions
from the extended Dominican family. The univer-
sity will provide space, affiliation and collaborative
opportunities that advance Dominican scholarship
while enriching our campus community," said
Carroll.

Sr. Mary Nona McGreal said, "I am delighted at
the opportunity and invitation for Project OPUS to
move our research center to the campus of Domini-
can University. From the whole Dominican family we

have been given priceless documents concerning
Dominicans in the US that go back to 1786. Its
through the generosity and willingness of all these
Dominicans that this material will be available to stu-
dents, faculty members and Dominicans-- along with
the wider academic community-- for study and re-
search.”

The Center for Dominican Historical Studies and
the housing of Project OPUS at the University will:

Preserve and promote the history of Dominican

men and women in the United States.

Ensure the continuation of the innovative re-
search project sponsored by Project OPUS
Enhance the understanding of the Dominican
charism for the 21st century for the University
community and members of the Order of Preach-
ers

Provide the archival resources for faculty, stu-
dents and other researchers to study the theo-
logical, historical, sociological and educational
role of Dominicans in the Catholic Church and
the United States

Facilitate research opportunities for publication
by students, faculty, and other scholars.

Offer experiences in a working archive for
graduate students in the School of Library and

Information Science, particularly those who pur-

sue advanced work in archival studies.

This Center will continue the work of Project OPUS
and has the potential and possibility in the future of
being a repository for the archives of Dominican con-
gregations, provinces, and projects of the Dominican
Family.

Beginning in the summer of 2006, Dominican
University will initiate the process of integrating the
Center within the life and mission of the university.
First of all, the university will provide space. A search
for a Director for the Center for Dominican Historical
Studies is underway. The transition in center spon-
sorship from the DLC to the university will be a multi-
year process. Budget and short/long term funding

strategies are being developed.
*Permission to publish, Anne Lythgoe, OP, DomLife. Org

DONATIONS to support McGreal Center may be
sent c/o DLC at 7200 West Division Street, River
Forest, IL 60305.

To order copies of Volume One of the OPUS pro-
ject, Dominicans at Home in a Young Nation: 1786-

(Continued on page 7)
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This year's assignments are
fr Vincent Benoit: Holy Rosary, Portland;
fr Bernhard Blankenhorn: Blessed
Sacrament, Seattle;

At the recent LPC meeting, we al-
luded to signs of a healthy chapter and
signs of an ailing one. The Reps sug-
gested that | make this a topic for an arti-

cle, so while that request is fresh in my mind, here fr Alejandro Crosthwaite: Angelicum, Rome;
goes: fr Jude Eli: St. Dominic, Eagle Rock
(continuing as director of preachers);
HEALTHY CHAPTER fr LaSalle Hallissey: St. Dominic, Eagle
Consistently accepting new members; Rock:
*  Always applying the best discernment methods to fr. Pasquale Manalio-Passarelli: Juarez,
determine whether new members are in the right Chihuahua, Mexico;
place or not; fr Carmen Mele: St. Dominic, San Francisco
* Holding regular council meetings at which the (Preaching band);
chapter dynamics are examined,; fr Mark Padrez: St. Dominic, San Francisco
*  Taking time in chapter meetings for communica- (Vocation Director)
tions from the council and from the LPC; fr Paul K. Raftery: St. Dominic, Eagle Rock
*  Taking time in chapter meetings for members to (Thomas Aquinas College, Santa
share their stories, especially their apostolates; Paula);
*  Making their study the principal focus of the chap- fr Denis Reilly: St. Dominic, Benicia;
ter meeting; fr Daniel Rolland: St Catherine of Siena
*  Conducting the study in such a way that all mem- Newman Center, Salt Lake City;
bers study on their own as well as together, com- fr Joseph Sergott: St. Thomas More New-
ing prepared for discussion; man Center, Eugene;
*  Exhibiting acceptance of one another, courtesy fr Gregory Tatum: Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem;
and support; fr James Thompson: All Saints Newman
*  Being familiar with, consulting, and following the Center, Tempe.
Statutes; On sabbatical: frs John Adams, Nathan Castle,
*  Accepting their rightful place as formation lead- Paul Conner, and Vincent Lopez.
ers; not simply leaving the role to formation direc-
tors or to the religious assistant; STUDENTS’ RESIDENCIES:
*  Regularly communicating with the LPC president fr Christopher Fadok: Seattle
and provincial promoter, seeking advice, sending fr Stephen Maria Lopez: Mexicali
minutes, sharing newsletters. fr Lupe Gonzalez: Antioch
fr Sadoc Glau: Anchorage
AILING CHAPTER fr Michael Amabisco: Salt Lake City
Falling in membership; aging out; fr John Bingham: Eugene
*  Lacking regular, proactive council meetings; fr Isaiah Mary Molano: Tempe
* Holding chapter meetings that are only business
meetings; NEW RELIGIOUS ASSISTANTS
*  Exhibiting a spirit of criticism, anger, interpersonal fr Denis Reilly — St. Monica Chapter in Formation
enmity; (Benicia);
*  Lacking an apostolic purpose, collectively or indi-  fr James Thompson — St. Mary Magdalene Chap-
vidually; ter (Tempe).
*  Failing to be actively involved in designing and
implementing formation plans; Thank you, brothers!

cont. page 10
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For the repose of the souls of Holy Spirit Chapter: fr Tom McGreevy; Andrew Berg-
Joe Corral, 54, brother of fr Roberto Corral, OP, Prior man, husband of Theresa;
Provincial, Western Province, killed in a motorcycle acci- Mary Mother of Truth Chapter: Norm and Bob Le-
dent July 3; Blanc, father and brother of Carol Hale, OPL; Edna and
Joan Rivera, mother of Denise Harvey, OPL, St. Gordon McMil  lan (parents of Frank);
Dominic Chapter, June 19; Linda New- ton;
Peggy O'Grady, OPL, 30 years professed, Prayer Member || San Martin de Porres Chapter: Catherine McCloud-
of San Martin de Porres Chapter, June 12, Everson, Zora Godfrey, Don Nagy, Suzanne Tumblin;
Evelyn WiIson, wife of Jim, OPL (Holy Rosary Chapter). Horence Kudas;
For Steve and Mary Cain, OPL, and their children whose 7 St. Dominic Chapter: Reynalda Comoe, Therese Lon- ergan,
week old baby, Marie Rose, identical twin to Mary Cather- Joseph Skyles and Maria Valenzuelg;
ine, died of SIDS on June 28; Our brothers: frs Edmund Ryan, Larry Farrell, Raymond
For all those who mourn; Bertheaux, Vincent Foerstler, Paul C Raftery, Felix
For the victims of natural disasters;, especially as they re- Cassidy, Bede Wiks, Mark Gorski; Finbarr Hayes; Stan
build; (Fabian) Parmisano; Thomas Hayes; Aquinas Costello;
For relief of hunger in our world, especially in Africa; For all who have been listed on our chapter prayer lines.
For a peaceful solution to international hostilities, and for our For our Dominican sisters and brathers in formation and for
service men and wormen in the Middle East;; vocations to all branches of the Order.
For those who are ill among our brothers and sisters; For the ministries and jobs of our Lay Dominican sisters and
For those recommended by the chapters: brothers.
St. Rose of Lima Chapter: Heanor Janson; For a rebuilding of Iraq and an end to terrorism

Bl. Margaret of Castello (Boise): Mark Gross Family; Keenan
Family, Ferguson Family, Stephanie DeNinno, Crystl
Collins , Paul O®eary (military);

St. Joseph Chapter: Joan Senjo, mentor of Dionysus Hora;
Sr. Mary Dominic, former RA; Ann Lozar; Julie Cote; Do you get emails or phone messages that sound
Theresa Walker, sister of Gloria Walker; Karren Olson; too good to be true or that warn you against prod-
Steve & Lisa, son and granddaughter of J.C & Jean May; ucts because of some terrorist kind of thing that
Raul Gomez & family; Steve Fania, brother of Lydia Guz- they're reported to do? Are you asked to boycott
man; Lu Jones, OPL asks for prayers of thanksgiving after || or write letters to protest some weird thing that

surgery. sounds quite dangerous and unjust? Do you get

St. Albert Chapter: Mary Fabili; Joyce Calagos' 3 year-old messages about missing children? Do you get
cousin Justin Estabillo; Janelle Viglini, Eufemia Vispiras; || warnings about using an area code or recommen-
Nina DeLay; Bob Lauritson; Joan Isom; dations of area codes/phone numbers?

Holy Rosary Chapter: Annette Wostl, Fran Sheridan,
Jane Hoesly, Sandy Miller, Joyce Timberman, [|Are they true???
Gerry Chesley, Susan Walsh, Terri Mersereau, ]
Bev Posedel, Betty Myers, Georgia Massey, Here's a way for_you to find out whether you should
Juli-ieanne Malloy, Margaret Fuleki® 2 grand || @Ct on such emails/phone messages:
children, Michael and Christina Hayes and their
parents; Maria Graf® husband, Edwald; Kay Www.snopes.com

Hampton® mother, Gemma; Mary Ann Colrud ) )
(for employment). Snopes offers up to date information about scams

Corpus Christi Chapter: Joe Rogus, husband of Claire: Hal and and misinformation. You can even sign up for a
Rose Tanforan: Vera O'Connor: ' free bulletin sent directly to your inbox.

Queen of Angels Chapter: Luz Montilla, Mary Ann Tavarez;
Rosario Wynn;
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

Sunday, June 18, 2006, was Father's Day and the Feast of Corpus Christi. That Sunday was a wonderful
day for me to be a Dominican! Members of our Dominican Family, of the Body of Christ, (Corpus Christi)
were at San Rafael, CA, to celebrate 10:30 a.m. Mass with our Master General, Fr. Carlos Azpiroz, O.P. Af-
ter Liturgy, we enjoyed nourishing refreshments, the enveloping warmth of the sun, as well as the gracious,
hospitality of our Dominican sisters and brothers. Sister Anne Dolan, O.P., took several of us Lay Domini-
can members from St. Albert’s and Corpus Christ Chapters on a tour of the buildings and grounds of the
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael. During the walk, our little group even saw a doe and her fawn cross the
road. The topic of Global Warming never entered my mind that day. Yet, to many scientists and a growing
number of the general public, global warming is a critical issue that needs to be addressed.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides a wonderful webpage to describe global warming
for kids. http://www.epa.gov/globalwarming/kids/gw.html

Global warming refers to an average increase in the Earth® temperature, which in turn causes climate
changes. Average global temperature has increased by almost 18 over the past century. Scientists expect
the average global temperature to increase an additional 2 to 6& over the next one hundred years. Even a
small increase in temperature over a long time can change the climate. Climate could impact the level of the
oceans, the air we breathe, and the water we drink. Scientists suspect that, in many places, global warming
will increase the number of very hot days that occur during the year. More hot days increases the possibility
of heat related health problems. Indirectly, ecological disturbances, air pollution, changes in food and water
supplies, and coastal flooding, such as the Southeastern tsunamis and Hurricane Katrina, are all examples
of possible impacts that might affect human health. Generally, poor people and poor countries are less
likely to have the money and resources they need to cope with
preventing and treating health problems. Very young children and elderly
adults will run the highest risks. Plants and animals may not be able to react
quickly enough to survive. The ocean® ecosystems also could be affected for the
same reasons. And with melting glaciers, the sea level rises.

A related term to global warming is “the greenhouse effect.” The green-
house effect is the rise in temperature that the Earth experiences because
certain gases in the air (water vapor, carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, and meth-
ane, for example) trap energy from the sun. Without these gases, heat would
escape back into space and Earth’s average temperature would be about 60& colder. Because of how they
warm our world, these gases are referred to as greenhouse gases

When scientists talk about the issue of climate change, their concern is about global warming caused by
human activities. What can we do to curb global warming? Carpooling, consolidating our car trips for busi-
ness and errands, traveling by public transportation, biking, and walking, are simple steps we can take. An-
other conservation move is reducing electrical usage by turning off the lights, the T.V., and the computer
when you are not using them. Replacing incandescent bulbs with fluorescent lighting is an additional help.
Planting trees reduces carbon dioxide in the air. Educate yourself and talk to others about global warming.
Learn more by seeing the film, “An Inconvenient Truth.” A website to check out is www.climatecrisis.net.
Then contact the president, your governor, as well as your state, local and federal legislators. Insist that
they take effective actions on global warming. Demand that they take better, more responsible care of
God’s Creation.

To “have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth,” (Gen. 1:28) is not equivalent to domination, exploitation and degradation of hu-
mans, of other creatures, and of the rest of Creation. We are to have dominion as God does. God has do-
minion over the earth because He cares for Creation as a feudal king cares for his vassals. The king pro-




vides for their care and safety. We are called to be
images of God, our Father, by imitating God’s Care
of Creation. That would make Our Father’'s day

happy!

OPUS, cont. from page 3

1865, go to http://www.op.org/dlc, click on Project
OPUS at the top right, and then on Order Form in
the menu section to the left.

We are the HOLY SPIRIT CHAPTER and we
are located in Eugene, Oregon. We are a small but
growing group. We began our year in August work-
ing at the Lane County Fair at the Catholic informa-
tion booth. In September we held our Informational
Open House for anyone who was interested in the
Dominican Laity. We had about a dozen folks at-
tend and four of them became Inquirers. In Decem-
ber our chapter shopped and put together a food
box for a family of four. It was a fun time! In Janu-
ary we had our traditional Epiphany party and White
Elephant gift exchange. In March we were the can-
dle snuffers during the Tenebrae services at the
Newman Center during Holy Week. April was our
retreat at the Shalom Prayer Center in Mt. Angel,
Oregon. We had a great retreat and enjoyed the
Benedictine Sisters who staff the center and book
store. We will finish out our year with a trip to St.
Benedict's at McKenzie Bridge, Oregon, for St.
Dominic’s Feast Day on August 8, 2006.

HOLY ROSARY CHAPTER: On Sunday, June
18 the Chapter sponsored a Father® Day Straw-
berry Shortcake and Waffle Breakfast after the 3
morning Masses. On June 16 Maria Graf, Mary
Ann Colrud and Mary Vaetz picked fresh Oregon
strawberries, despite a downpour and getting stuck
in the mud, to contribute to the success of the
event. Many members gathered on Saturday, June
17, and baked shortbread and waffles and prepared
the berries. On Sunday even more members came
and brought flowers, set up tables, served the food,
collected money (fathers got to eat for free, though)
and cleaned up. Although the chapter did net a

small profit from the event it was planned as a serv-
ice to the parish rather than as a fundraiser.

The chapter is having a special stole made for fr
Bernhard Blankenhorn, O.P. who was ordained to
the priesthood on June 29. Sometime in July Fr.
Blankenhorn will be celebrating Mass at Holy Ro-
sary, and Holy Rosary Chapter and Holy Family
Chapter will host a reception together for him.

Our annual retreat was May 19-21 at Our Lady of
Peace Retreat with Fr. Brian Mullady, O.P. as re-
treat master. The theme was on the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

The chapter will be having a picnic on Sunday,
July 23. Maria Graf@ daughter, Christina, has of-
fered her lakeside home again this year and the
chapter enthusiastically accepted. Maria and Chris-
tina will also be preparing most of the food. We will
be celebrating the Feast of St. Dominic by gather-
ing for dinner at Steamers® Restaurant on Tuesday,
Aug. 8. This is separate from the parish celebration
which will be on Aug. 12.

The chapter is considering a request by the par-
ish to help with serving coffee and donuts after the
Sunday Masses on a regular basis. Mary Fazio is
coordinating this and chapter members offered ideas
for alternatives to donuts for some variety.

Elections will be at our August chapter meeting.

ST. ANDREW CHAPTER Fourteen members
went on retreat June 23-25 at Prince of Peace Bene-
dictine Abbey in Oceanside, CA. We had been going
to Valyermo, another Benedictine Monastery, but it
lacks wheelchair access facilities, and we need that.
Sadly, the time conflicted with the LPC
meeting so some of our members were missing, but
the rest of us had a good time renewing the contem-
plative dimension of our Dominican life. The retreat
was led by Sr. Apolonia Torrino, OP. We were privi-
leged to see a Monk make his Permanent Vows on
the 24th. It was a joyful event in a beautiful place.

ST. MARY MAGDALENE CHAPTER: We will
celebrate our chapter feastday on our regular meet-
ing night at a local restaurant, and we’ll gather again
to celebrate St. Dominic’s Day (plans are afoot).
Three of our members’ service to the Order or Prov-
ince: Oprize for Poetry, second year just concluded;
creation of a provincial Lay Dominican website; crea-
tion of a website for our membership directory.




From April 28 to May
4, 2006, members of the
international commis-
sions representing all the
entities of the Dominican
Family met in Fanjeaux to celebrate the beginning of
the Jubilee year and “to reflect once again on what
Saint Dominic as our founder conceived so many
years ago and what it means for us today.”
Participating were
The International Commission of the Nuns,
The Coordination Council of Dominican Sisters
International,
The International Council of the Laity,
The International Commission of Justice and
Peace,
The Directive Council of Dominican Volunteers
International,
The International Commission of International
Dominican Youth Movement,
The Friars of the General Council.

Two conferences to read at www.800.0p.org:
“The Coming of the Preachers” by Sr. Barbara
Beaumont, O.P.

“Light for the Church” by fr Liam Walsh, O.P.

The challenge:

In a world where truth is not reverenced, but
rather manufactured, we are called to be authentic
Preachers of Truth. We preach with what we say and
by how we live, embodying Dominic® compassion for
the people for whom he wept and prayed, as much
for those who manipulate the truth as for their vic-
tims.

Would this not be a good time for us to find new
ways of collaborating, discovering together what
unites us in our understanding of our mission today?
How can we work together as a Family, as men and
women, nuns, friars, sisters, laity? This is the inspi-
ration we draw from Our Father Saint Dominic today.

from the Invitation
www.800.0p.org

A Message to the Members of the
Dominican Family
from Fanjeaux, May 2006

We, members of the international commis-
sions of the Dominican Order, meeting with the
Master of the Order in Fanjeaux to celebrate the
800™ anniversary of St Dominic’s founding of
Prouilhe, wish to share with the worldwide Do-
minican family our reflections, ideas and commit-
ments to enrich the holy preaching at this mo-
mentous time in the Order’s history.

We commit ourselves to renewing

Dominic’s vision of a family together in

mission.

We commit ourselves to knowing all

branches of the family better and to work-

ing together in harmony, mutual respect

and truth.

We commit ourselves to finding spaces to

preach together as Dominic’s family.

We commit ourselves to finding new, in-

novative ways of preaching that will espe-

cially touch the poor, the young and the
aged.

We commit
ourselves to find-
ing ways to link
and nourish our
prayer and mis-
sion.

We commit
ourselves to be

more welcoming to all the other branches

of the Order.

We commit ourselves to a more attentive

listening to the world as a fundamental

Dominican value.

We commit ourselves to working for jus-

tice together as a family.

We commit ourselves to being in solidar-

ity with those at the margins of society.
From these general commitments, kindled by the
fire of Dominic’s vision by being present in these

(Continued on page 9)




holy places, we urge all branches of the Domini-
can family in this period of jubilee, to
- Be involved in mission by adopting local
projects developed and implemented by
all branches of the Order together
Deepen our prayer life by praying the ju-
bilee prayer prepared for us by the nuns
of the Order and joining their liturgies in
their monasteries wherever possible
Work for justice by joining the rest of the
Church in realizing the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, signed by all governments
in 2000, to relieve our world of dehuman-
izing poverty and to promote integral hu-
man development.
These are some of the fruits of our contempla-
tion over these days in Fanjeaux where Dominic
first had his vision of establishing what became
the first foundation of the Order and where he
dreamed of how to set the world on evangelical
fire by praising, blessing and preaching. We en-
courage you all to take up these challenges, to
give them flesh and to implement them, follow-
ing in the footsteps of St Dominic, as ways of
witnessing to the Gospel in our time.

5

| send you this letter from the Monastery of
Blessed Mary in Prouille, the first monastery of the
Order, on the Feast of Saint Catherine of Siena, our
older sister, "into whom,” it seems, ‘the whole soul of
Dominic passed (as indeed into Blessed Jordan of
Saxony).”

In our history there are many events that encour-
age us to renew our faithfulness to our vocation as
sons and daughters of Saint Dominic: "to contem-
plate and share the fruits of our contemplation".

"The nuns of the Order of Preachers came into
being when our holy Father Dominic gathered
women converts to the Catholic faith in the monas-
tery of Blessed Mary of Prouille. These women, free
for God alone, he associated to his ‘holy preaching©
by their prayer and penance.

Blessed Jordan wrote: "the Order of Preachers

had not yet been founded; it

was rather a question of its in-

stitution, as Saint Dominic was

still dedicating himself fully to

the ministry of preaching ...

And so, from the death of the

Bishop of Osma - Diego - until

the Lateran Council, approxi-

mately ten years passed, during which bro. Dominic
was practically alone in the region.”

800 years have now passed since this historic
event. As we consider what is, in some way, the first
Dominican community, truly the hidden seed of the
Order, analogously we celebrate as well the theologi-
cal priority that contemplation holds in our life and
mission.

It is truly right and just that we thank God for the
gift of our contemplative sisters! They support us in
the path we follow; they participate in a special way
in our preaching; they welcome us that we may
share the hopes and joys, the grief and anxieties of
our itinerant ministry. As Saint Catherine of Siena
did, so they encourage us to have no fear, to go
forth in the highways and byways to meet those who
thirst for God; they compel us to live a passion for
Christ and for humanity.

We must live this anniversary with the serene joy
of Saint Dominic. God willing, and with the whole of
the Order of Preachers, beginning with the first
Sunday of Advent (3 December 2006) and con-
tinuing through the Epiphany in 2008, we will
celebrate a Jubilee Year, dedicated to the mem-
ory of these 800 years of our contemplatives. We
will live a "novena" of years that will take us to
another important event: the 8" centenary of
Pope Honorius IlI® confirmation of the Order
with the Bull Religiosam vitam of 22 December
1216.

We will concentrate our celebration during this
Jubilee Year in each and every monastery through-
out the world. The contemplative charism of our
nuns is certainly not tied to any one particular site or
community. For this reason, we have not planned
any functions, events or ceremonies centred in
Prouille. Nevertheless, as an eloquent sign of the
communion with all of the monasteries of the Order,
on the first day of the Jubilee some of the friars of
our General Curia will celebrate the Eucharist in
monasteries that the Order considers "true sanctuar-
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ies" due to their special connection with the life of
Saint Dominic: the Monastery of Blessed Mary in
Prouille (founded in 1206-1207); the Monastery of
the Holy Rosary (ex-Saint Sixtus) in Rome (founded
in 1219); the Royal Monastery of Saint Dominic in
Madrid (founded in 1218-1219); the Monastery of
Saint Dominic in Caleruega (founded in Caleruega in
1270). Each monastery could organize similar initia-
tives involving the whole Dominican Family.

To prepare our hearts for this celebration, each
monastery will offer its own suggestions and propos-
als for events, initiatives and celebrations to help the
whole Dominican Family renew our vocation by con-
centrating on the riches of the contemplative life, the
well-spring of our preaching. The International Com-
mission of the Nuns will also offer some subsidies to
live more intensely this Jubilee Year.

May all of us, the sons and daughters of Saint
Dominic, prepare ourselves to make this pilgrimage
to our monasteries joyfully; let us there drink of the
fresh simplicity of the "love we had at first", feeling
ourselves at the feet of Jesus, that we may be with
Him and listen to Him. Let us live this time with inten-
sity and grace, sharing with our contemplative com-
munities the joy of their consecration, the fruitfulness
of their silence, the beauty of their liturgy, their spe-
cial love for the Word.

The Jubilee Year will be an expression of grati-
tude for our Dominican vocation through which we
are called to Praise, to Bless and to Preach God with
the Church, in the Church and for the Church.

The Holy Spirit providentially inspired Saint Dominic
de Guzman to lay the foundations of the Order of
Preachers in some way in the life and mission of our
contemplatives. We shout Magnificat! for all that the
Lord has done for us through them!

Fraternally in Saint Dominic, from the Monastery of
"Blessed Mary" in Prouille, 29 April, the Feast of
Saint Catherine of Siena, 2006,

Bro. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa OP
Master of the Order
www.800.0p.org

CATCHING FIRE
from DOMINIC'S VISION

( 6- I' cont. from page 4
* Considering themselves as an entity unto them-
selves rather than part of greater wholes: the
province, the nation, the world,;
*  Disregarding provisions of the Statutes;
*  Lacking communication with provincial leader-
ship.

In a chapter whose council meets regularly and pro-
actively, any symptoms of an ailing chapter are diag-
nosed and addressed. Benign neglect permits the
ailments to develop and expand. Let us take care to
examine our health in council in order to ensure our
good health.

From a feastday reflection by Ellen Logue, OPL

Today we celebrate
the commemoration of
the feast of St. Mary
Magdalen. It is a special
feast for Dominicans,
since she is one of the
patrons of the Order —
preacher of the Good
News.

We know very little of
her life. A good-sized
paragraph combining all
four Gospels tells us all
we know about her.

Who she was not in
the Gospels will clarify a
woman whose reputation
has varied over the
years. She was not the sinful woman who
came to the dinner at the house of the Pharisee,
wept at Jesus’ feet and anointed them with an ex-
pensive ointment. That woman, whoever she was,
did a service that was a measure of deep esteem to
a guest. A guest was to wash his feet before enter-
ing the house; an important one would have his feet
washed by the host or his servant. She went be-
yond that and honored Jesus as no one else had —
but she was not Mary Magdalen.

She was not the woman accused of adultery and
about to be stoned to death when Jesus wrote in the

o.Ml
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(Continued from page 10)

sand — we know not what but it was sufficient to
send away her would be killers and leave her alone
with Jesus to be forgiven by Him. She was a woman
blessed, in the right place at the right time — but she
was not Mary Magdalen...

Who was St. Mary Magdalen? Her first appear-
ance is in Luke where she is noted as one from
whom seven demons were cast out. It does not say
that Jesus cast them out, but | think it's a safe pre-
sumption that He did cast them from her. Demons in
the New Testament are usually the causes of ill-
nesses which we would diagnose differently today.
Mary’'s seven must mean that she was severely ill,
since the number 7 was important to the Jewish cul-
ture. In any case, Mary was healed.

We next hear of her as one of the women, along
with Susanna and the wife of Herod’s steward who
ministered to Jesus’ needs out of their own means.
They took care of Him as He preached in Galilee,
presumably providing food, doing the wash and what-
ever else was necessary to keep the preaching free
of menial cares.

It is only when we read the Passion narratives that
Mary Magdalen appears again... The Resurrection
story is the real reason that Mary Magdalen is so
honored...It must have been difficult for her to be told
not to cling to [Jesus] but to go tell the apostles that
He had risen from the dead and He would see them
in Galilee. Her message to them was the thrilling
simple sentence we just heard, “I have seen the
Lord.”

As we reflect on the day’s readings, we have an
insight to Mary’s feelings. The Song of Songs indi-
cates her tremendous love for Jesus and her deter-
mined search to find and be united with Him — the
lover seeks the beloved throughout the night, asks
others if they have seen him, and rejoices when she
is united with him. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthi-
ans, helps us understand the suffering of the love in
Christian Terms, that is our accompaniment as we
journey to be united with Jesus...

Mary is important because she loved much and
because she had seen the Lord, believed in His
word, went forth to spread the good news. May we
follow that example: love much, believe in His word
and spread the good news wherever we are. Itis a
challenge, but | believe we all have her assistance to
accomplish it. We have seen the Lord in the Eucha-

rist; we will soon receive Him; let us love and preach
Him by word and deed as Mary Magdalen did.
Happy feast day!

Ed note: Even with The DaVinci Code in the way,
there have been many serious scholarly studies of
St. Mary of Magdala over the past 10-20 years. The
Mary Magdalen that most of us older Catholics grew
up with was the converted prostitute. Now we know
that Pope St. Gregory the Great, in his zeal to put
forth a redemptive model for the prostitutes of Rome,
created that Mary. Other mistakes has been in com-
bining several Marys of the Scripture into one called
Mary Magdalen. We now accept that when she is
mentioned in Scripture, it is always with her full
name: Mary of Magdala or Mary Magdalen. So she
is none of the other Marys, including Mary of Beth-
any, Lazarus and Martha'’s sister, even though that
Mary behaved as we’'d expect Mary Magdalen to be-
have — sitting at Jesus’ feet, taking in every word He
said. And she is not any of the unnamed women in
the Gospels. She is unique, carefully identified be-
cause of her role as the Resurrection preacher,
something, as Ellen says above, we all can be.

Jubilee Prayer
God of Mercy,

In your eternal Wisdom, you called your servant
Dominic to set off on a journey of faith as itiner-
ant pilgrim and preacher of grace. With your
Word of gentle Truth in his heart and on his lips,
Dominic invited the first sisters and brothers to
join him in a life of contemplative obedience in
the service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you to
breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once again
into our hearts and minds. Re-create us, so that
we might faithfully and joyfully proclaim the gos-
pel of peace, through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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lishing Division, 2006 (beautifully written, short
chapters, just right for daily spiritual reading, good
stuff for ongoing formation);

The New Wine of Dominican Spirituality: a
Drink called Happiness, by fr Paul J.Murray, OP,
Burns & Oates, 2006 (in his preface, fr Timothy
Radcliffe capsulizes the theme: at the heart of Do-
minican Spirituality is profound joy; we can’t be
preachers of the Good News and be miserable at
the same time; a new look at a familiar topic, very
readable);

The Grace and Task of Preaching, edited by fr
Michael Monshau, OP, Dominican Publications,
(2006) (a compilation of articles from some of our
best Dominican authors/preachers, Timothy Rad-
cliffe, Mary Catherine Hilkert, Albert Nolan, and Paul
Murray are among the team of 18 scholars from Ire-
land, Britain, the USA, the Philippines, South Africa
and Australia answering questions like What is the
point of preaching? Is it possible to preach helpfully
on moral questions? Can preaching learn anything
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from adult education? How does preaching relate to"
a life of prayer or contemplation? — another good
book for ongoing formation).

SAN FRANCISCO MASS

A Mass for the Laity of Religious Orders in the
Archdiocese of San Francisco and neighboring
communities with Archbishop George Niederhauer
will be Saturday, August 5, 2006, at 11:00 a.m. in
Mission Dolores Basilica, San Francisco, CA. All Do-
minicans are welcome and requested to wear their
crosses or scapulars to identify them as followers of
St. Dominic. If one wishes to be part of the entrance
procession, we will gather at 10:00 a.m. for re-
hearsal as requested by the Master of Ceremonies,
Fr. Ulysses d@quila, or 9:45 a.m. if you bring a des-
sert to the hall for the dessert pot- luck which will fol-
low. Please join us as a Feast Day tribute to Holy
Father, St. Dominic. Contact Gloria Serpa, OPL, at
gserpaopl@yahoo.com for further information.
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