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Angie and Harold Verdun, first pro-
fession, Jauary 15 (St. Rose of Lima
Chapter);

St. Albert Chapter who have pub-
lished their chapter website. Designhed
by Brendan Uyeshiro, son of Formation
Director Sandy Ureshiro, it is a beautiful
site. Check it out:
www.dominicanlaitywest.com;

Parable Conference for Domini-
can Life and Mission celebrating 30
years! See below for latest news.

Joy Blanchard, LPC Rep, and
Chris Decaen, alternate (St. Thomas
Aquinas Chapter);

Gary Williams, Treasurer to fill out
a vacated term (Holy Family Chapter);

After 30 glorious years of service
with the Dominican family in the US,
Parable Conference turns a new face to
the future. We are delighted to
announce our new website, www.
parableconference.org where you can
find the latest Parable Conference hap-
penings along with our new logo. Par-
able also proudly announces two new
members to our Board of Directors,
Mary Jean Traeger, OP, a Dominican
sister of Springfield, IL, and Margaret
Ormond, OP, a Dominican sister of Co-
lumbus, OH, and Director of Dominican
Sisters International.

Here is a sneak preview of some of
our new projects and events:

The Parable is an exciting new pub-
lication coming out in March, in time for
your Lenten reflection. This first issue
features a conversation among 4

diverse Dominican voices on suffering
and the symbol of the cross. Future
issues will offer conversations from Do-
minican voices across the family on
issues and topics relevant to the
preaching mission. Reserve your copy
now by emailing us at parable@dom.
edu.

“At Home with Dominic” is a week
long retreat based on the highly ac-
claimed Lands of Dominic Study Pil-
grimage, designed and sponsored by
Parable Conference since 1984. With-
out leaving home, participants will walk
with Dominic through Spain, France
and Italy and experience the challenge
and the joy of the founding of the Order
of Preachers. The first of these cha-
rism renewing retreats will be offered
June 26-July 1, 2006, in Saugerties,
NY.

“Nurturing the Contemplative Spirit”
is a week long silent experience to sup-
port and deepen one's contemplative
soul. The retreat includes teaching on
the contemplative life, preaching at
Eucharist, sitting meditation connected
with morning and evening prayer, and a
desert day. The first offering of this
retreat will be July 23-29, 2006, at the
Sinsinawa Mound Conference Center,
Sinsinawa, WI.

And of course, the Lands of Dominic
Study Pilgrimage happens every year.
Along with the three-week experience,
plans are underway to offer a 10-14
day pilgrimage in 2007. Watch for de-
tails to come! Find more details at
www.parableconference.org!

Connie Schoen, OP
Executive Director
Summer Cushman

Office Administrator

From OP ComNet

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together |




Continued from the January-February issue, here
is a profile of the COFALC and ICLDF. Just a quick
review of the councils covered in the last issue...

The European Council of Lay Dominican Fra-
ternities consists of some 40 provinces and vicari-
ates in Europe. Membership of the ECLDF is ap-
proximately 8,500-9,500. The purposes of the
meetings of ECLDF are to arrange the European
Congress; to discuss problems with the fraternities;
the Particular Directories; collaboration with other
members and branches, formation - such as com-
paring programs, financial questions and money
raising, etc., and praying together, of course.

The Asia Pacific Council of Lay Dominicans or
APCLD is organized into Asia Pacific zones: South
Asia, Southeast Asia; East Asia; South Pacific.

Their purpose is to effect a more coordinated com-
munication among Lay Dominicans in the region,
strengthen networking as regards apostolate and
concerns from time to time, and facilitate communi-
cation with other regions in the world.

The African Council of Lay Dominican Frater-
nities is newly organized and consists of Benin,
Cameroon, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Kenya,
and eventually, the Ivory Coast, organized into East,
West, and South Africa zones. The purpose of the
ACLDEF is the same as the other councils: network-
ing, sharing concerns, finances, formation.

The Dominican Laity InterProvincial Council
of North America includes the four U.S. provinces
and the province of Canada, with invitation to Mexico




(Continued from page 2)

to attend. Delegates to the DLIPC are the presidents of the Lay Provincial Councils of each province, the
Provincial Promoters, and one delegate elected by the Lay Provincial Council of each province. Terms of
office differ among the provinces. The DLIPC meets every 18 months, rotating among the provinces. There
are no elected officers, and the host province serves as chair. The purpose of the DLIPC, as it is for the
other interprovincial councils, is networking and communication: sharing formation ideas and content, coor-
dinating the translation of the Rule, and sharing other concerns and ideas that are pertinent to all the prov-
inces.

The second meeting of the Latin America and Caribbean Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities
(COFALC) was carried out in San José de Costa Rica from March 14-15, 2005 after the Caribbean-Mexico-
Central America Lay Dominican Fraternities (CARMEXCA) Council. The table of participates follows below.
The Latin America and Caribbean Region is integrated by 27 countries with 158 lay Dominican fraterni-
ties and 2,614 members. It means, we have currently 6 fraternities and 78 sisters and brothers more than

CARIBE

Honduras, Costa Rica,

Country: Costa Rica

ZONE COUNTRIES ELECTED REPRESEN- ELECTION DATE TERM
TATIVE
CONO SUR Chile, Argentina, Brasil| Teresita Tenti de Volta July, 2004 3 years.
Uruguay y Paraguay. Country: Argentina

PAISES BOLIVARI-|Bolivia, Peri, Ecuador| Yamir Ahumada February, 2006 3 years.
ANOS Colombia y Venezuela | Country: Peru

M E X ,I C O -|México, Guatemala, El José Carlos Murillo |March, 2005 3 years.
CENTRAMERICA Y EL [Salvador, Nicaragua, Boniche

Panama, Islas Caribe:
Dominican Republic,
Puerto Rico, Trinidad y
Tobago, Cuba, Haiti,
Granada, Barbados, Ja-
maica, Aruba, Curacao,
Martinigue y Guadalupe.

MEXICO (LAIDAL) Héctor Mandujano

ICLDF / LATIN AMER-
ICA

Pedro Torres Castella-
nos

the past year.

At our last meeting the COFALC'’s Statutes were approved unanimously, those were established in accor-
dance with the agreements approved by the ICLDF in its previews meetings. In addition of that, in our last
COFALC meeting, the new international representative for Latin America and Caribbean was elected, she is
Teresita Tenti de Volta who is currently the representative of South Cone Zone, she is Argentinean and her
profession is lawyer. She has been lay Dominican for 25 years. She is the local coordinator for the Interna-
tional Congress in Argentina.

Finally, in November 2004 the Latin America and Caribbean Dominican Family Council was duly consti-
tuted and its statutes were approved in unanimous way. It was made in our second meeting of such organi-
zation carried on in Santiago de Chile. The last meeting was held in November 2005 in San Salvador, Cen-
tral America. There it was approved to have our next Latin America Dominican Family Encounter which has

(Continued on page 7)



Karen Woods, OPL

The season of Lent is upon us, and | pull out
my favorite “starter” from Isaiah 58: 5ff:
Is this the manner of fasting | wish,
of keeping a day of penance:
That a man bow his head like a reed,
and lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Do you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
This, rather, is the fasting that | wish:
releasing those bound unjustly,
untying the thongs of the yoke;
Setting free the oppressed,
breaking every yoke;
Sharing your bread with the hungry,
sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;
Clothing the naked when you see them,
and not turning your back on your own.

This passage sets the tone for me, helps me to
assess the kind of “fast” that is required, and points
me in the direction that most answers the admoni-
tion. | realize that life itself tends to bow my head
and cast me in sackcloth, so | don’t need to do that
myself. | do need to turn outward, though, and
reach far beyond myself. | can do that in my prayer
and in my actions, but | must find the way.

It means going out of my way, really. Making
time for things I've not had on my crowded sched-
ule is always a challenge, but it stretches me at the
same time.

So | ask myself, where are the bound that | must
try to unbind? Who are the hungry whom | should
feed? Who are the naked whom | must clothe?
And what does that mean?

Maybe it means listening to someone who is
trapped and struggling — and accepting the person
as s/he is. Maybe it means telling someone in de-
spair that God loves him/her. Maybe it means
reaching out to those whom society shuns and mis-
trusts to help them realize that God loves them, too.
Maybe it does mean filling bags with my riches to
deliver to St. Vincent de Paul for the poor, rather
than letting them sit here, unused. But | wager it
means a much more personal investment of myself,
going out of my way.

!
Fr George Matanic, O

Regarding Chapter Leadership

Leadership of a chapter is important to the life
and vitality of those who are its members. By leader-
ship I mean more than just the moderator;

I'm referring specifically to the Council, especially the
officers. These are key people whose skills and exper-
tise are placed at the service of the community.

For a period of time, these chapter members step
forward to serve their brothers and sisters, by assum-
ing a greater portion of responsibility for
the day-in and day-out operations of the chapter. This
frees the chapter members from the nitty-gritty con-
cerns of chapter life; it does not, however, free them
from those responsibilities that belong to the chapter
as a whole.

During my time as Provincial Promoter, | have seen
an alarming trend in some of our chapters, where
chapter leadership rotates among four or five
people. The same people change roles on the Council
every three years or so, so that the moderator be-
comes the formation director, who becomes the secre-
tary, who becomes the provincial council rep. This is a
dangerous trend. To my way of thinking this is the path
that leads to the dissolution or suppression of a chap-
ter.

Each time a chapter elects new leadership, there
should be at least one new face among its members,
thus ensuring new, if not young, blood in the
leadership. Now some chapters will say: we don't have
young blood!

And my point is: that's the problem! | think there
are a number of chapters in our province at this very
moment that need to engage in a tremendous, time-
consuming push by its members for new and younger
candidates. More than a decade ago, when | left Phoe-
nix, | told that chapter (at that time a new and vibrant
group) that they needed to attract new members who
were ten, twenty, even thirty or forty years younger
than they were. The same can probably be said of
some of our chapters today.

You have an obligation not only to future genera-
tions, but to the province and Order today, to see that
your chapter continues to flourish and thrive. Discuss
this at your next chapter meeting: What are we doing
to bring in new members? How does our council lead-
ership reflect the vitality of our chapter?
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ergan, Joseph Skyles and Maria Valenzuela;
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WORD FROM PAKISTAN

Dear Fr. Brian [Pierce, OP]
Greetings from Pakistan!

The situation in Pakistan is very tense in these days
because of the cartoons published in the newspapers. |
feel sorry for the situation and muslims mob out on the
streets having demonstration every day and burning the
buildings and possessions of the peoples. Thereis fear-
ful situation in the country at present. Recently we have
the news that the mob have burnt two Churches at Suk-
kar in Sndh, Pakistan.

Remember usin your prayers, asminority wearein
the fearful condition but we are not discouraged or dis-
appointed. We believe in a Living God.

Fr Patrick Peter, OP
Novice Master, Pakistan
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation
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“Crucify him!” Luke 23:21°

As Lent is the season for metanoia, conversion, putting off the old self, and putting on the new self,

the following meditation is offered to help us put on “the mind of Christ” when addressing the issue of the

Death Penalty. We will be using the Five Sorrowful Mysteries.

*  The Agony in the Garden. Recall the details of a murder. Perhaps it was the vicious killing of a 17-year—
old church choir singer and high school beauty, who was raped, hammered and stabbed to death by a
man who thought he was doing someone else a favor.

*  The Scourging at the Pillar. Get in touch with your reactions and feelings about the brutal slaying. Were
you outraged, angered, sad? Did you want to see the convicted person scourged by a death sentence?

*  Crowning with Thorns. What are/were your feelings about the sentence to death of the perpetrator of
the crime or about his execution? Perhaps you felt, “Crucify him! Kill him. He deserved to die.”

*  The Carrying of the Cross. Listen to Jesus speak to you. “Come to me, all of you who are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and | will refresh you.” (Mt. 11:28) Carry the cross of your hurt feelings of
anger and outrage to Jesus on the cross.

*  The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus. Tell Jesus how you feel about the murdered victim, her family, and
friends. Then, tell Him your feelings about the murderer and his friends and relatives. Share with Him
your desire to take revenge, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Listen to Jesus lovingly say to
you, “My love will never leave you, nor my covenant of peace be shaken, says the Lord who has mercy
on you.” (Is. 54:10) Let Jesus love you. “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 Jn 3:

Now, imagine the man, convicted of the murder, standing before the cross

of Jesus. Listen to Jesus lovingly speak to him. “My love will never leave

you, nor my covenant of peace be shaken says the Lord who has mercy

on you.” What are your feelings and reactions?

Now, imagine Jesus turning to you and lovingly saying, “As | have loved you,
so love one another." (Jn 13:34) "You were taught to put away your former way
of life, your old self... and to clothe yourself with the new self, created accord-
ing to the likeness of God. Be angry, but do not sin; let not the sun go down on

your anger. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger...
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
has forgiven you” (Eph. 4:22-24, 26, 31-32) “Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” (Lk. 6:27-28) “Forgive your brother and sister from
your heart.” (Mt. 18:35) (Pause)

What are your reactions, feelings, and response to Jesus? Let Jesus love you and heal your wounds of
anger and desires for revenge. Give Him your anger and feelings for revenge so that He may give you a
new heart.” (Ez. 36:26) Remain with Jesus awhile. When you are finished, thank the Lord for this prayer
time with Him. And act as He would act. Whenever you are tempted to violate the fifth commandment,
“Thou shalt not Kill,” turn to Jesus on the cross and pray to Him. Share your feelings with Him . Let Jesus
love you and heal your wounded anger. Ask Him to see all others, including murderers, as He would see
them.

Prayer: For the times we have failed to view criminals as You see them, Lord, have mercy. For not up-
holding the right to life, even for those who have committed evil deeds. Christ, have mercy. For not showing
compassion and care for the victims of crime, perpetrator of crimes, and their friends and family, Lord,
have mercy.



been programmed for October 2008 in Santiago de Chile, Pedro de Cordoba Institute, the theme will be

“Dominican Family: what do they say about themselves today?”.
The next meeting of the COFALC council will be held in March 2008. We shall define the place later.

Submitted by

Pedro Torres, O.P

Latin America and Caribbean Representative ICLDF

Coordinator COFALC

Mexico City March 08, 2006.

Mission Statement : “International Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities is an international network for
promoting greater communication between Lay Dominican Fraternities in order to achieve a more effective
preaching of the Gospel.”

ICLDF Membership 2006:

Region Name Term ends
North America Laurie Biszko (DLIPC) June 30, 2007
Europe Patricia Robinson (ECLDF) June 30, 2006
Asia/Pacific Belen Tangco (APCLD) June 30, 2008
Africa Marcus Kejungki (ACLDF) June 30, 2008
Latin America Pedro Torres (COFALC) June 30, 2007
Promoter General Rev. Jerry Stookey OP remains advisor

thru March, 2007

Meetings held: Rome, May 2002; Rome, May 2003; Sway Hampshire, April 2004; Washington, DC
2005*; Prouilhe, April 2006**

*Held in conjunction with the bicentennial celebration of Eastern Province USA

**Held in conjunction with the 800™ anniversary celebration Dominican Order

CURRENT PROJECT

Plans for the International Laity Congress to be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, March 2007 are
ongoing and the focus of our meeting. This International Congress will include only the voting rep-
resentatives from around the world and represent in scope a similar gathering as the Friars Elec-
tive General Chapter. Issues and directives will be discussed and voted upon. There will be trans-
lators and interpreters, commissions and guest speakers. The theme of this Congress is “Lay Do-
minicans — Companions In Preaching”.

COMPLETED PROJECTS
Completed projects during the current year were the design and publication of certificates of pro-
fession, the completion of ICLDF statutes and definition of terms. The council also completed the
annual review of the five-year ongoing plan.
Submitted by
Laurie Biszko, OP
N. American Delegate to ICLDF
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SANTA SABINA [02/13/06]--The year 2006
is a very special year for Dominicans. We
begin a decade long process of celebrating
the foundations of the Order. In 2006, we
celebrate the founding of the first community
of the Order in Prouilhe.

To mark the event, all the international councils
and commissions of the Order, nuns, brothers, sis-
ters, laity, youth and volunteers will meet in Prouilhe
France, from April 28 to May 4.

According to a recent letter from Fr. Chrys
McVey, OP, the meeting is being called to reflect on
new ways of collaboration in mission., The celebra-
tion will be mark by sharing what it is that unites us,
and rediscovering in us that spark ignited by
Dominic’s vision within each branch of the Family.

The letter asks that all the branches of the Family,
in their own places, join in prayer and in liturgical
celebration, with the participants in Prouilhe.

The groups meeting in Prouilhe include:
Promoters General of the Order
International Commission of Nuns
General Council of the Friars
Coordinating Council of Dominican Sisters

International
International [Council of Lay Dominicans]
International Justice and Peace Commission
Board of Dominican Volunteers International
International Council of International
Dominican Youth Movement

Dominican Life | USA is a project of the Dominican
Leadership Conference, the networking organization
of Dominican leaders in the US. Since the time of St
Dominic, more than 800 years ago, Dominicans have
been living and sharing the message of the Gospel.
Today thousands of sisters, nuns, priests, brothers,
associates, and laity minister in more than 100 coun-
tries around the globe.
Dominican Life | USA  2002-2006,
All Rights Reserved
Web Editor: Anne Lythgoe, OP
Dominican Leadership Conference
Reprinted with permission
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A Synopsis
In this encyclical, Benedict reflects on the

concepts of eros, agape, and logos, and

their relationship with the teachings of Je-
sus. Agape is descending, oblative love in which one
gives of oneself to another. Eros is ascending, pos-
sessive love which seeks to receive from another.
The document explains that eros and agape are both
inherently good, but that eros risks being down-
graded to mere sex if it is not balanced by an ele-
ment of spiritual Christianity. The opinion that eros is
inherently good contrasts with the view expressed by
Anders Nygren, a Lutheran bishop, in his mid-20th
century book Eros and Agape, that agape is the only
truly Christian kind of love, and that eros is an ex-
pression of the individual's desires and turns us away
from God.[11] The continuity of these two forms of
love follows the traditional Catholic understanding,
which is influenced by the philosophy of Plato,
Augustine, Bonaventure and ancient Jewish tradition.
The encyclical is closer to the Caritas tradition in
catholic theology as opposed to the Nygren position
which emphasizes the differences between eros and
agape. The Nygren position was favoured by the Re-
formed theologian Karl Barth while the Caritas posi-
tion was supported by the liberal protestant theolo-
gian Paul Tillich. The two perspectives have been an
ongoing debate in both Catholic and Protestant the-
ology.

The first half of the encyclical is more philosophi-
cal, tracing the meaning of the Greek words for word
"love". In considering eros, Benedict refers to a line
from Virgil's Eclogues, Book X, line 69, "Omnia vincit
amor, et nos cedamus amori" ("Love conquers all, let
us also yield to love"), and the opinion of Friedrich
Nietzsche that Christianity has poisoned eros, turning
it into a vice. He refers to the conjugal love exhibited
in the Song of Songs, and analyses passages from
the First Letter of St. John which inspired the title.
The encyclical argues that eros and agape are not
distinct kinds of love, but are separate halves of com-
plete love, unified as both a giving and receiving.
The second half, based on a report prepared by the
Pontifical Council Cor Unum, is less abstract, consid-
ering the charitable activities of the Church as an ex-
pression of love, and referring to the Church's three-



fold responsibility: proclaiming the word of God
(kerygma-martyria), celebrating the sacraments
(leitourgia), and exercising the ministry of charity
(diakonia). The encyclical says that social justice is
the primary responsibility of politics and the laity; the
church itself should inform the debate on social jus-
tice with reason guided by faith, but its main social
activity should be directed towards charity. Charity
workers should have a deep prayer life, and be unin-
fluenced by party and ideology. Benedict rejects
Marxist arguments that the poor "do not need charity
but justice", and encourages cooperation between
the church, the state, and other Christian charitable
organizations.

Dante and Beatrice gaze upon the highest
Heaven; from Gustave Doré's illustrations to the Di-
vine Comedy, Paradiso, Canto XXXI.

Paragraph 39 appears to be inspired by Dante
Alighieri's Divine Comedy, reflecting in particular the
last canto of "Paradise”, which ends before "the ev-
erlasting Light that is God himself, before that Light
which at the same time is the love which moves the
sun and the other stars".[12] The three concluding
paragraphs consider the example of the saints, end-
ing with a prayer to the Virgin Mary. The text men-
tions the name of Mother Teresa four times, the last
as a "saint" (despite the fact that she has not yet
been canonised) in such company as Francis of As-
sisi, Ignatius of Loyola, John of God, Camillus of Lel-
lis, Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac, Giuseppe B.
Cottolengo, John Bosco, and Luigi Orione.

Deus Caritas Est, like the encyclicals of many
previous popes, uses the Royal we in the Latin text
("cupimus loqui de amore"). The versions in the
other 7 languages use the singular ("l wish to speak
of love").

Some key passages

Opening passage. “God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him” (1 Jn 4:16). These words from the First Let-
ter of John express with remarkable clarity the
heart of the Christian faith: the Christian image
of God and the resulting image of mankind and
its destiny. In the same verse, Saint John also
offers a kind of summary of the Christian life:
“We have come to know and to believe in the
love God has for us”. We have come to believe
in God® love: in these words the Christian can

express the fundamental decision of his life.

Reasons for the encyclical. In a world where
the name of God is sometimes associated
with vengeance or even a duty of hatred and
violence, this message is both timely and sig-
nificant. For this reason, | wish in my first En-
cyclical to speak of the love which God lav-
ishes upon us and which we in turn must
share with others.... | wanted here—at the
beginning of my Pontificate—to clarify some
essential facts concerning the love which
God mysteriously and gratuitously offers to
man, together with the intrinsic link between
that Love and the reality of human love.
(Italics added)

Fulfillment of the true nature of love. Eros
and agape—ascending love and descending
love—can never be completely separated.
The more the two, in their different aspects,
find a proper unity in the one reality of love,
the more the true nature of love in general is
realized... On the other hand, man cannot
live by oblative, descending love alone. He
cannot always give, he must also receive.
Anyone who wishes to give love must also
receive love as a gift... Yet to become such a
source, one must constantly drink anew from
the original source, which is Jesus Christ,
from whose pierced heart flows the love of
God... Only in the way of contemplation will he
be able to take upon himself the needs of others
and make them his own.

The core of Part One: "The love which God
lavishes upon us." The one God loves with a
personal love. His love, moreover, is an elec-
tive love: among all the nations he chooses
Israel and loves her—-but he does so pre-
cisely with a view to healing the whole human
race. God loves, and his love may certainly
be called eros, yet it is also totally agape...
This is not only because it is bestowed in a
completely gratuitous manner, without any
previous merit, but also because it is love
which forgives... In Jesus Christ, it is God
himself who goes in search of the “stray
sheep”, a suffering and lost humanity... His
death on the Cross is the culmination of that
turning of God against himself in which he
gives himself in order to raise man up and
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save him. This is love in its most radical
form. By contemplating the pierced side of
Christ (cf. 19:37), we can understand the
starting-point of this Encyclical Letter: “God
is love” (1 Jn 4:8). It is there that this truth
can be contemplated. It is from there that our
definition of love must begin. In this contem-
plation the Christian discovers the path along
which his life and love must move.
Transition to Part Two. Love of God and
love of neighbour are thus inseparable, they
form a single commandment. But both live
from the love of God who has loved us first.
No longer is it a question, then, of a
“commandment” imposed from without and
calling for the impossible, but rather of a
freely-bestowed experience of love from
within, a love which by its very nature must
then be shared with others. Love grows
through love. Love is “divine” because it
comes from God and unites us to God.
Summary on justice and charity, and the
Church's role. The Church cannot and must
not take upon herself the political battle to
bring about the most just society possible.
She cannot and must not replace the State.
Yet at the same time she cannot and must
not remain on the sidelines in the fight for
justice. She has to play her part through ra-
tional argument and she has to reawaken
the spiritual energy without which justice,
which always demands sacrifice, cannot pre-
vail and prosper. A just society must be the
achievement of politics, not of the Church.
Yet the promotion of justice through efforts to
bring about openness of mind and will to the
demands of the common good is something
which concerns the Church deeply... The
Church's charitable organizations, on the
other hand, constitute an opus proprium, a
task agreeable to her, in which she does not
cooperate collaterally, but acts as a subject
with direct responsibility, doing what corre-
sponds to her nature.

Urgent need. Prayer, as a means of drawing
ever new strength from Christ, is concretely
and urgently needed...In the example of
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta we have a clear
illustration of the fact that time devoted to

God in prayer not only does not detract from
effective and loving service to our neighbour
but is in fact the inexhaustible source of that
service...It is time to reaffirm the importance
of prayer in the face of the activism and the
growing secularism of many Christians en-
gaged in charitable work... A personal rela-
tionship with God and an abandonment to
his will can prevent man from being de-
meaned and save him from falling prey to
the teaching of fanaticism and terrorism...
Even in their bewilderment and failure to un-
derstand the world around them, Christians
continue to believe in the “goodness and lov-
ing kindness of God” (Tit 3:4). Immersed like
everyone else in the dramatic complexity of
historical events, they remain unshakably
certain that God is our Father and loves us,
even when his silence remains incomprehen-
sible.

Charity and evangelization. Charity, fur-
thermore, cannot be used as a means of en-
gaging in what is nowadays considered
proselytism...But this does not mean that
charitable activity must somehow leave God
and Christ aside. For it is always concerned
with the whole man. Often the deepest cause
of suffering is the very absence of God.
Summary of reflections on love. "If | give
away all I have, and if | deliver my body to be
burned, but do not have love, | gain noth-
ing" (v. 3). This hymn must be the Magna
Carta of all ecclesial service; it sums up all
the reflections on love which | have offered
throughout this Encyclical Letter. Practical
activity will always be insufficient, unless it
visibly expresses a love for man, a love nour-
ished by an encounter with Christ.

Invitation of the Encyclical. Love is the
light—and in the end, the only light—that can
always illuminate a world grown dim and give
us the courage needed to keep living and
working. Love is possible, and we are able to
practise it because we are created in the im-
age of God. To experience love and in this
way to cause the light of God to enter into
the world—this is the invitation | would like to
extend with the present Encyclical."
Conclusion of the Encylical. The saints are
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(Continued from page 10)
the true bearers of light within history, for they
are men and women of faith, hope and love...
Outstanding among the saints is Mary,
Mother of the Lord and mirror of all holi-
ness...."My soul magnifies the Lord” (Lk
1:46). In these words she expresses her
whole programme of life: not setting herself at
the centre, but leaving space for God, who is
encountered both in prayer and in service of
neighbour—only then does goodness enter
the world...The testimonials of gratitude, of-
fered to her from every continent and culture,
are a recognition of that pure love which is
not self- seeking but simply benevolent. At
the same time, the devotion of the faithful
shows an infallible intuition of how such love
is possible: it becomes so as a result of the
most intimate union with God, through which
the soul is totally pervaded by him—a condi-
tion which enables those who have drunk
from the fountain of God's love to become in
their turn a fountain from which “flow rivers of
living water” (Jn 7:38). Mary, Virgin and
Mother, shows us what love is and whence it
draws its origin and its constantly renewed
power.

From Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org

*

After careful consideration and consultation with
the board of the OPrize for Poetry, the deadline for
this year's competition has been extended to June
30, 2006.

We have decided to drop the cash prizes as well
as all medals except the gold which is the OPrize for
Poetry itself. This is in keeping with other similar
competitions and, in our case, withdraws the distrac-
tion of competition to allow it to remain better within
the realm of ministry. Also, as a result, the entry fee
will be reduced to five dollars which will help defray
the costs of publication of the anthology. The theme
remains social justice as it is one of the centerpieces
of Dominican life and thought. Please see the web-
site: www.oprize.com for further details.

An example of such a poem follows.

Causality
By Robert Curtis, OPL
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BEING ORDINARY

A hundred yards down the street in which |
live there is a sign which says, ‘The world can
be changed by ordinary people like you.” 1 am
embarrassed to admit that | used to feel irri-
tated every time | walked past that sign. How do they
know that | am ordinary? ...And yet the Church should be
a community which summons one beyond the need to be
a celebrity in order to matter and which frees one from the
compulsion to claim the centre of the stage. We may
learn the joy of ordinariness, not in the sense of being bor-
ing or undistinguished, but of being turned to face each
other and receive life from each other. ...The Church
should be a community in which the beauty of ordinari-
ness is disclosed, because in our God, whose centre is
everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere, then
no one should feel on the edge.
Timothy Radcliffe, OP
What is the Point of Being a Christian
Cited with permission
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From fr Brendan McAnerney, OP, the DVD
“Sacred Craft: an Introduction to the Art & Spiritual-
ity of Holy Icons.” In it, fr Brendan shows us a great
deal of the art and how to interpret it. Chapters or
individuals can order a copy of “Sacred Craft” from
fr Brendan at 1225 Rushden Drive, Sacramento, CA
95864-3874; email: dominicon@aol.com (website:
www.dominicon.com). A donation to support his
ministry is much appreciated.

1 2

Greetings of peace!

| would like to give you the good news that we
along with couple of other Christians and Muslims
are all set to distribute relief goods among
the victims of earthquake. Our truck full of relief
goods left this afternoon for Mir Pur, and Muzaffara-
bad. Muzaffarabad is at the distance of 800 miles
from Multan and it takes 15 hours by bus to reach in

Muzaffarabad.

The following activities will take place in Muzaf-

farabad:

1. Press Conference

2. Planting of Peace Pole in Muzaffarabad

3. Distribution of Relief goods among Muslims,
Christians and Bahai families from Muzaffarabad,
Gohari and Chon.

We will go to Mir Pur, Azad Kashir. This is an-
other city which was very severely hit and destroyed
by the earthquake. We will distribute relief
goods there as well. All together we will going to
help 100 families.

Please keep this trip in your special prayers
since situation in Pakistan is tense due to the car-
toon controversy.

Fr James Channan, O.P.
Pakistan
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