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fr George Matanic, OP, for 12
years of dedicated service to the Lay
Dominicans of the Western Province;
we have been blessed;

fr Jerry Stookey, OP, for his care of
us as our promoter general; we wish
him all the best as he takes a well-
earned sabbatical.

newly elected Prior
Provincial of the Western
Province;
fr Albert Buckley, OP,
- elected prior of the St. Al-
bert Priopry (from St.
Dominic, Eagle Rock);
fr LaSalle Hallissey, appointed
prior at St. Dominic, Eagle Rock;
all the friars who join Prior Provincial
fr Emmerich in provincial administra-
tion (for names, faces, and positions,
see opwest.org);

fr David Kammler,
OP, Promoter General
of Dominican Laity,
who succeeds fr Jerry
Stookey.

fr Vincent Serpa, our new Provin-
cial Promoter who has been appointed
by the diffinitors of the 2007 Provincial
Chapter, confirmed by fr Emmerich
Vogt, Prior Provincial, and his council,
to succeed fr George Matanic.

fr David

Dominican Nuns' Ju-
bilee Medal ($3.25
each) from Dominican
Supplies (Karen Woods,
kwoodsopl@juno.com,
480-833-8599, or 2619
E. Orange, Tempe, AZ
85281).

Holy Spirit Chapter in Eugene, OR,
has voted to dissolve the chapter; some
members will join Portland chapters
and some will take time out. It is hoped
that in the future a new chapter will be
formed in its place. Please keep this
intention and the members of the chap-
ter in your prayers.

St. Joseph Chapter: Day of Re-
treat on Sunday July 22, 2007 at the
Dominican Sisters Mission San Jose
Motherhouse in Fremont, with Father
Luke Buckles, O.P. The theme for the
day is: Meeting the Risen Christ in the
Eucharist - Source of Dominican Spiri-
tuality. Cost for the day including
meals is $35.00. Those willing to stay
overnight the cost is $75.00. Mass will
be celebrated with the sisters as well as
night prayer. If interested, contact:
Lydia Guzman, St. Joseph Chapter,
Moderator (408) 719-8389.

Keep in your prayers the formation
of new chapters now in the beginning
stages of foundation in Visalia and Sac-
ramento, California. A recent informa-
tional meeting in Visalia drew about 50
interested people. A discernment re-
treat day will follow in May, with forma-
tion to begin thereafter.
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The provincial leadership of Lay
Dominicans from all over the world
were preparing to converge on
Buenas Aires, Argentina, on March
17 for study, prayer, and community
in celebration of our way of life, our
companionship in preaching with the
rest of the Order.
Participating in the Congress from
the Curia would be frs Carlos Azpiroz
Costa, Master of the Order; Jerry
Stookey, Promoter General of Dominican Laity; and
David M. Kammler, successor to fr Jerry. From the
Province of Argentina, fr Javier Maria Pose, Prior
Provincial, would participate as well.

For a list of the Lay Dominicans from 77 prov-
inces and vicariates, plus members of the
International Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities
(ICLDF) who were hosting this remarkable event,
and translators, see http://www.
laydominicancongress.org.

Members of the Congress would be divided into
commissions to consider issues common to us all:
preaching and prayer; study and formation; The
Rule and statutes, including proposed statutes for
the ICLDF; organization and structure; finance and
economy, the role and participation of Lay Domini-
cans in the Family and in the Church.

$% & $
To all Members of the Lay Fraternities of St.
Dominic

(Order of Preachers)
from the International Council for Lay
Dominican Fraternities.
Dear sisters and brothers in St. Dominic:
Your International Council of Lay
Dominican Fraternities (ICLDF)

sends you warmest greetings!

By means of this letter, the ICLDF is
convoking an International Congress of
official representatives of all Lay Dominican
Fraternities (Rule of Montreal) throughout the world.
This Congress will be the first such International

Congress held since Montreal in 1985. The basic
information is the following:

International Congress 2007
Theme: Lay Dominicans: Companions in Preaching
Date: 17th — 24th March, 2007
Venue: El Cenaculo Retreat House, at Pilar
(Buenos Aires), Argentina
Delegates: One representative from each Province,
vice-province and vicariate.

The delegates must be the properly elected lay
president of the province, vice-province or vicariate.
An alternative delegate must be elected well in
advance of 2007 in case it is necessary to replace
the president for a legitimate reason such as illness.
All delegates and their alternatives must be Finally
Professed (Lifetime) members.

Cost: The exact cost of the Congress has yet to be
determined. However, each province, vice-province,
and vicariate urgently needs to begin fundraising
now in order to send its delegate to this International
Congress.

This International Congress requires the collabora-
tion of everyone. First of all, let us all pray in every
Lay Dominican Fraternity/Chapter for the success of
our Congress. As companions in preaching, let us
remember that this Congress is convoked primarily
so that we can continue to be effective Lay Domini-
can preachers of the Word of God. Please pray that
this venture may be very blessed, happy and fruitful.

We need your suggestions on matters that you
would like to see the Congress address. Therefore,
enclosed with this Letter of Convocation you will find
an Issues Form that should be used to send any
suggested topics to the ICLDF, which is planning
the programme for the Congress. The suggested
Issues should be the result of serious discussion
among Lay Dominicans and submitted collectively,
rather than by an individual. Later, these sugges-
tions from around the world will be compiled and ap-

proved by the ICLDF and distributed to you
(Continued on page 3)

for further discussion at the local level before the
Congress. Our hope is that each delegate will come
to the International Congress well prepared on the
Issues which have surfaced from around the world.



(Continued from page 2)

And finally, we need your help in raising funds to pay
for this International Congress. We would like to as-
sist those delegates from less affluent regions who
may not otherwise be able to attend. We would like
to raise enough money at the international level to
keep our collective expenses very low. Hopefully, no
province, vice-province, or vicariate will have exces-
sive expenses. An International Laity Congress Fund
has been opened at Santa Sabina in Rome. All do-
nations to it must be clearly designated for that pur-
pose and sent to: Dominican Laity Office, Convento
Santa Sabina (Aventino), Piazza Pietro d'llliria 1,
00153 Roma, ITALIA.

There will be forthcoming information on the Interna-
tional Congress 2007 as plans continue to be made.
We count on your enthusiastic involvement and sup-
port to make this exciting venture a success.

May God bless you all.

In St. Dominic and St. Catherine of Siena,
For Africa: Marcus Kejungki
For Asia Pacific: Belen Tangco
For Europe: Patricia Robinson
For Latin America: Pedro Torres
For North America: Laurie Biszko
Promoter General: fr Gerald Stookey
from http://www.laydominicancongress.org

El Cenaculo Retreat House , Pilar, Buenas Aires

“(0)

Gathered at El Cenaculo Retreat

Center, Pilar, Buenas Aires, Argen-

tina, from March 17-24, 2008, were

the leadership of fifty-five provinces

and vicariates out of seventy-one
worldwide. Many paid dearly to get there, either in
money or in time and struggle.

This was, however, more than just a gathering of
the Lay Dominican leadership. It was a reflec-
tion of the great Family to which we are blessed
to belong. Because of the generosity of several
Sisters’ congregations, as well as provinces of friars,
and provinces and chapters of Lay Dominicans, the
congress was not only possible but, in the end, sol-
vent. Contributions brought to Argentina a number
of delegates who would not otherwise be able to at-
tend and helped to defray the costs of overhead.
Adding to the Family environment of the congress
were the sisters and brothers who spent the week
with us, assisting in any way needed, especially in
the tedious work of immediate translation. We are
very very grateful!

Conduct of the congress was very much like that of
General Chapters, using the three official languages
of the Order, English, Spanish, and French, as well
as the protocols for discussion and voting in the ple-
nary sessions. Delegates were able to participate
and vote through simultaneous translation technol-
ogy and electronic count.
As in General Chapters, the delegates were as-
signed to commissions where they worked for two
days to address, as far as they were able given the
time constraints, the issues submitted by chapters
throughout the world over the past year. This was a
good beginning.

I. Preaching and Prayer:
1] to recover the Dominican tradition of

contemplative prayer: study and teach
(Continued. on page 10)
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Karen Woods, OPL

Please forgive the tardiness of this is-
sue of Christ in the World. | thought that
you would be interested, not just in what
was planned for Congress 2007, but in
what eventually happened there. So in these
pages, I've shared the recommendations of the
Congress with you.

It's hard to share the experience with you,
though. That's something you'd have to have for
yourself. Still, in this column, | can tell you a little bit
about it.

First, it was an awesome experience, a gathering
of about 75 Dominicans with a deeply committed
interest in discovering together what we are, what
our place in the Order is, and how we might move
forward into the future together.

Meeting and talking with Lay Dominicans from so
many different cultures and backgrounds just dem-
onstrated to me how unifying our Rule is. We are
all at different places in development of our Domini-
can life in the provinces and vicariates, but we all
adhere to the same Rule. We basically talked the
same Dominican language, although there were
three national/regional languages prevalent there:
French, Spanish, and English. We were at home
with the same observances and definitions, and we
sought unanimity in areas that were not so clear,
especially our terminology which we sought to bring
into clearer focus with what we are.

We looked together at what this vocation means
and how we might be more faithful to it. We sought
help from one another to accomplish a richer Do-
minican life. We prayed together in beautiful litur-
gies and enjoyed social time, the sharing of cul-
tures, and the concerns that we brought with us.

We enjoyed the warm hospitality of the people of
Argentina and the assistance of friars and sisters
who came to help out. Together we battled a circu-
lating virus cold, many of us taking our turn in sick
bay, and the mosquitoes who were bent on a cam-
paign of swarm and conquer.

Organization and coordination was smooth and
effective. It was an exciting, enriching, uplifting,
and much blessed week spent in the company of
our sisters and brothers from around the world.

#
Eusebius, 3rd Century Church Father

May | be no one® enemy,
and may | be the friend of that
which is eternal and abides.

May | never quarrel
with those nearest me:
and if I do, may | be reconciled
quickly.
May | love, seek, and attain only
that which is good.

May | wish for the happiness of all
and envy none.
May | never rejoice in the ill-fortune
of one who has wronged me.

When | have done or said what is wrong,
may | never wait for the rebuke of others,
but always rebuke myself until | make amends.

May | win no victory that harms
either me or my opponent.
May | reconcile friends
who are angry with one another.
May | never fail a friend who is in danger.

When visiting those in grief,
may | be able by gentle and healing words to
soften their pain.
May | respect myself.

May | always keep tame
that which rages within me.
May | accustom myself to be gentle
and never be angry with people
because of circumstances.

May | never discuss those who are wicked
and what wicked things they have done,
but seek to know good people
and to follow in their footsteps.
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Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal
Wisdom, you called your servant
Dominic to set off on ajourney of
faith as itinerant pilgrim and preacher of grace.
With your Word of gentle Truth in his heart and
on his lips, Dominic invited the first sisters
and brothers to join him in a life of contempla-
tive obedience in the service of the holy
preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us,
so that we might faithfully and joyfully pro-
claim the gospel of peace, through the same
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

“Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow countrymen. Y ou shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” (Lev. 19:18) Thisis the Scripture passage prayer that
God seemed to have provided when | observe and ponder our country’s polarization
around the issue of when to pull our U.S. troops out of Irag. One of our Western Do-
minican student friars voiced his feelings that the North American Dominican Justice
Promoters are too political. People with Internet access, were referred to the document,
"DOCTRINAL NOTE on some questions regarding The Participation of Catholicsin
Political Life." Thiswas published while Pope Benedict XV 1 was still the head of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. “...By fulfilling their civic duties, guided by a Christian conscience»,[7] in conformity
with its values, the lay faithful exercise their proper task of infusing the temporal order with Christian val-
ues.” http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/
rc_con_cfaith_doc 20021124 politica _en.html. (Articlel. 1. Paragraph 3) In Gaudium et Spes (GS), (The
Church in the Modern World, #43) Vatican Council 1l states, “ Since they have an active role to play in the
whole life of the Church, laymen are not only bound to penetrate the world with a Christian spirit, but are also
called to be witnesses to Christ in al things in the midst of human society.” http://www.vatican.va/archive/
hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons 19651207 gaudium-et-spes en.html

Lent is also aseason for fasting. A parish priest suggested that we fast from anger, and bickering, and to
forgive others. In GS #28, “ Respect and love ought to be extended also to those who think or act differently
than we do in social, political and even religious matters. In fact, the more deeply we come to understand
their ways of thinking through such courtesy and love, the more easily will we be able to enter into dialogue
with them.” May we fast from anger and uncharitable, unchristian thoughts and actions whenever the topic of
Irag comes up in conversation. “ Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) From the
reply to Objection 1 of Article 1 of Question 19 taken from the First Part of the Second Part of The Summa
Theologica: “Thewill isnot always directed to what is truly good, but sometimes to the apparent good; which
has indeed some measure of good, but not of agood that is simply suitable to be desired. Hence it is that the
act of the will is not aways good, but sometimes evil.” http://www.newadvent.org/summa/2019.htm#1 May
we also forgive one another from the heart because we are imperfect. “...Asthe Lord has forgiven you, so
must you also do.” (Col. 3:13) Pause to reflect on the many times the Lord has forgiven you. How do you
feel? How do you respond to Him? How does He reply? Listen to Christ on the cross as He says to you, “ Stop
judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will
be forgiven.” (Luke 7:37) Ask the Holy Spirit to grace you with the will to forgive others as Christ has for-
given you. Remain with Christ for awhile. Close your time with Christ by offering a prayer of gratitude for
shared time with Him.

Lent isalso atime for almsgiving. | received word from the woman who helped to coordinate the Family
Helping Family Fund: United States Lay Dominican Aid to Iragi Lay Dominicans, that we can still make do-
nations for that fund. She noted that the need is even greater, the longer this war drags on. She also asks pray-
ersfor one of her former students who is an Army Ranger near Baghdad, and for two fellow choir members
who have just been sent there. Make tax-deductible donations payable to: "St. Dominic Mission Society; Iraqgi
Laity." Mail to: Dominican Laity Iraq Project, St. Dominic Priory, 3601 Lindell Blvd., Saint Louis, MO



63108. March 19, 2007 is the fourth year anniversary
of the U.S. led invasion into Irag. There is more that
you can do that the Iraq Coordinating Committee rec-
ommends. Please contact the Dominican Laity Social
Justice Contact Person of your chapter for further ac-
tions.

| |
Maryanne Thacker, OPL

You've got to be kidding! She’s crazy! How
could he think that??? All exclamations that
race through my head in the midst of conversa-
tion on a controversial topic or even a not so
controversial topic, particularly with my Domini-
can sisters and brothers. Upon

reflection, what makes me

think I have all of the right an-

swers? “The world does not

revolve around you!” my

mother often proclaimed.

For our Chapter gathering this

month we will discuss how to

do well the Dominican tradition

of diplomatic dialogue. It is a

gift that has been handed

down to us through the centuries. Prior to the
meeting everyone will have read Timothy Rad-
cliff's chapter on “Initial Formation” from his
book Sing A New Song. In this inspired chapter
on formation, Timothy remarks that the Prov-
inces which are thriving today are those that
have succeeded in getting beyond ideological
disagreements and conflicts. He asks, “How do
we build a community which is deeper than our
differences?”

“Dominic’s genius was to found an Order that
has adaptation and flexibility as part of its being.
What holds us together is a way of life which al-
lows for great diversity and flexibility, a common
mission which takes priority over my private

agenda and a form of government that gives
voice to each person. A community that has the
patience and the courage to listen to one an-
other. The Dominican lion and the Dominican
lamb can live together and enjoy each other’'s
company.” (Timothy Radcliff)

Not only are Radcliff’'s ideas on Dominican for-
mation truly inspired, other great resources for
Chapter community dialogue are the General
Declarations of the Master of the Order and
General Chapters, particularly the Providence
and Bologna declarations. Surely all of these
proclamations had the assistance of God in the
midst of their creation. They give us identity,
accountability and common mission. They ar-
ticulate for us so well the way we all want to be
as Dominicans.

As we strive to be compassionate and to truly
listen to one another, to be open and humble,
may we all hear God’s voice saying, “Whom do
you seek?” | pray that your formation may con-
tinue to help you grow in Dominic’s wisdom and

10y.

Maryanne Thacker,
Promoter of Formation

REMINDER

Maryanne would like to receive from the
chapters outlines of ongoing
formation programs that suc-
ceeded especially well. She asks
the formation directors to help her
gather sourcebook material for
the benefit of all our chapters.

Please try to get at least one or two out-
lines to her before the end of summer.
Thank you for your participation.




To the Brothers and Sisters in the Order of Preachers
from the Preaching Commission of the Order: A Report on Work in Progress

Introduction

Following a petition from the General Chapter in Bologna (1998), and a
report on the progress of the survey on preaching throughout the Order
at the Krakow General Chapter (2004), the Preaching Commission was
set up by the current Master, Brother Carlos Azpiroz Costa, to take f
orward the work of examining the question of the charism of preaching
for men and women of the Order. The Krakow Chapter recommended discussion on two particular
guestions: 1.Is collaborative preaching by Dominican women and men, lay and ordained, essential to our
witness to the Gospel? 2. How does profession in the Order of Preachers imply a commission to preach as
a participation in the essential mission of the Order? The Chapter further recommended, ‘before the next
chapter, a small meeting of theologians, historians, pastors and canonists be held to evaluate responses,
continue the reflection and propose future steps to be taken’ (ACG 108-112).

We, the Preaching Commission of the Order of Preachers, met at Santa Sabina, the General Curia of
the Order, from 11 to 14 February 2007. This is our report of work in progress to all members of the
Family.

Address from Bro. Carlos, Master of the Order

When Bro. Carlos met with the Commission, he reminded us that the grace of preaching had been given
by the Holy Spirit to the entire family for the renewal of preaching in the Church and world. He said: ‘In his
time, St Dominic saw the effect of the lack of preaching of the Word of God on the Church and world of his
day — the disciplinary reform of the Church was not enough.’ Bro. Carlos put to us the following questions:
What does the grace of preaching mean today? How do we bring about the renewal of preaching in the
entire Order as essential to our common vocation? Within that context, how can we open and widen
institutional authorisation to preach? He concluded that this was not a task for the friars alone but needed
the reflection of the whole family if the Order was to grow in all its branches.

Preaching Survey

The starting point for the reflections of the Commission was the survey from friars, sisters, nuns and laity
from around the world on the Dominican charism of preaching. The compilation of the survey, completed by
Bro. David Rocks OP of the Irish Province in July 2006, gave us the foundation for our deliberations and we
are immensely grateful to all who took part. We hope that this report will inspire those who did not respond
to do so in future.

There are many other documents and exhortations from General Chapters and Congresses on Mission,
letters from the Masters of the Order, preaching and addresses to gatherings of the family throughout the
world. We therefore did not see it as our task to add another document to this rich heritage. Rather, we
wanted to take account of where we are as an Order in responding to the grace of preaching and to
underline the challenges we face. Our most basic challenge is rediscovering that preaching is at the heart
of our vocation and identity. That requires of us a greater dedication to study and finding new modes of
preaching in today’s world.

Preaching in Collaboration and Formation
We began with an analysis of our current reality related to our preaching charism in the Order, looking at

(Continued on page 9)



the internal strengths and weaknesses and the
external obstacles and opportunities. We are greater
witnesses to the spirit of St Dominic when we preach
together as the Dominican family. As the message from
the members of the international commissions of the
Dominican Order, meeting in Fanjeaux in May 2006,
stated — we commit ourselves to finding spaces to preach
together as Dominic’'s family. We note the differences in
theological education between the various branches of the
Order and consider theological formation to be essential
for everyone in the Order, lay and ordained. We note with
regret an occasional lack of emphasis on the preaching
charism. We need to re-appropriate the original inspiration
that preaching should inform every aspect of Dominican
life. Our houses, whether priories, convents, monasteries
or homes of the laity, have to become a Holy Preaching.

Words of Hope leading into the Mystery

We affirm that our world is one hungry for the Word
that says ‘yes’ to life and all creation; that tells the truth
instead of lies; that gives meaning to being human; that
puts dignity before greed; that proclaims hope, especially
to the poor and excluded, that, in short, preaches Jesus
Christ.

Our preaching is a participation in the mission of the
Spirit of God who extends the horizon of our concern to all
of humanity, to the good of Creation and to a dialogue with
those of all cultures and faiths. Jesus preached not just
through words, but through his liberating lifestyle. Our lives
need to reflect the Gospel we preach. Preaching has to be
given priority in the Order and in the Church at large. It is
our specific responsibility, not only to witness to the
Gospel, but to proclaim it explicitly. We need to rediscover
that zeal for the Word that liberates and gives meaning to
God’s creation.

We believe that all preaching should lead people to the
mystery of God. This should be made manifest by our
spirituality of joy, hospitality, contemplation, option for
justice, the ongoing search for truth and a passion for life.

An Invitation to All

We recognise and celebrate the collaboration that
already exists among the branches of the Order in many
parts of the world. They include: joint preaching ventures,
collaborative theological institutes, networks on justice and
peace issues, media, joint catechetical teams,
collaborative formation, itinerant preaching teams, pastoral
ministry. We invite you to share with us your own
experiences of collaboration and your hopes, difficulties
and dreams of how we can work together more fully in the
future.

We invite you to continue this reflection on how we as
individuals and communities make preaching the priority
that structures and animates our Dominican life:
contemplation, study, community life and ministries. We

urge you to share with us models for making our houses a
Holy Preaching.
Challenges and Tasks

Two of the challenges that face us are: (1) the
Fundamental Constitution of the friars of the Order in
relation to our present historical reality as Dominican family
and (2) the authorisation for preaching by the non-ordained
in the liturgical context. We recognise that we wrestle with
these questions in different contexts but consider them
fundamental for the preaching. We also began to discuss
the need for a Constitution for the Dominican Family. As a
Commission, we have begun to discuss these questions
but they require prayer, study and disputation of the entire
Family. We invite you to join in this project and share with
us the fruits of your contemplation.

Our future tasks include: finding new forms of
preaching as a Dominican family, gathering suitable
resources, emphasising specific formation for the Holy
Preaching in every branch of the Order, stressing justice
and peace as an integral part of evangelization and
therefore of our preaching, and in particular the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) as a justice focus. Our
international commissions meeting in Fanjeaux-Prouilhe in
2006, committed themselves to taking the MDGs on board
as an issue for the whole Order. How do we preach them?
How do we make the whole family more aware of the
centrality of preaching to their being Dominican and
especially the laity? How do we encourage study not for its
own sake but as an evangelisation of the intellect?

We recommend to all branches of the Order in their
upcoming congresses and meetings to put these issues on
the agenda and to discuss them as daughters and sons of
St Dominic and to share their insights with us.

If, after this first meeting, we will have stimulated
debate in the Order about the centrality and the modes of
preaching, then we are on the right track to renewing
Dominic’s dream of praising, blessing and preaching. We
look forward to hearing from all branches of the Order so
that we can continue our work in a participative way as the
Dominican Family.

Signed by all members of the Commission:

Mary Catherine Hilkert, M Viviana Ballarin, Blanca
Guerrero Gomez, Duncan MacLaren, Allan White, Sidbe
Semporé, Daniel Cadrin, Felicisimo Martinez Diez, Marcio
Couto, Chrys McVey [Petronille Kayiba]



(Continued from page 3)

ways and methods of meditation and contem-

plative prayer as well as to promote communal

prayer (Liturgy of the Hours, Reflection on the

Word, and the Rosary).

2] to listen to the elements of our society in order
(signs of the times) to formulate a plan of
preaching and ministry.

3] to live our charism of preaching creatively
through word, charity, and example, seeking
formation in meth-
ods of preaching
and making use of
the new technolo-
gies of information
and communica
tion.

ICLDF in daily wrap-up sessions
II. Study and Forma-
tion:

1] to develop a written formation program in each
province;

2] to include recommended contents, for in
stance:

A. Initial formation: Dominican spirituality, the
pillars, life of St. Dominic, The Rule;

B. Ongoing formation: Dominican history and
tradition, documents of the Church and of
the Order, justice/peace/care of creation,
Christology

A third proposal to establish criteria for admission

was deleted because they are already in the Rule
and/or directories.

lll. Government: Rule and Statutes: Note: there

was some overlap between the two commissions on

government, especially in the area of terminology.
1] identity:

a. The title should be Lay Dominican Fraterni-

ties/Chapters (it is recognized that the term

‘fraternity’ is not a usable term for some

parts of the English speaking world).;

b. As members of the Order proper, Lay
Dominicans may use OP after their names;
when thus identifying themselves as

Dominicans in public, Lay Dominicans

should preface their names with their titles

(e.g., Mr., Mrs., etc.).
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2] commitment:

a. Incorporation into the
Order is through our
promises, the formula
for which is specified

in the Rule (#14);

b. “Promise(s)” is the
proper term for this
commitment;

“profession” refers to canonical vows.

3] officers: titles should be faithful to the Latin
text of the Rule as approved by the Holy See.

4] Provincial Promoter: recommendation that the
person may be a friar, sister, nun, or Lay
Dominican;

5] Religious Assistant: as in #4, include a Lay
Dominican (if a lay person, the title must be
adjusted, since we are not “religious”);

6] Dispensation from promises: upon request of
the Fraternity/Chapter, the Prior Provincial,
dispenses a member from promises
(Providence #446);

7] Dismissal from the Order: upon request of the
Fraternity/Chapter, the Prior Provincial, dis
misses a member in case of lack of commun
ion with the Church or public scandal (in the
West, we include clear abandonment of the
Dominican Way of Life to which the member
committed him/herself), understanding that the
member has the right of appeal.

Chair of ICLDF, Belen
Tangco, and Bro Carlos,
Master of the Order, ad-
dressing the Congress

IV.Government: Organization and Structure:
1] to use language befitting our identity and roles
as Lay Dominicans
a] “Lay Dominicans” as the designation:
Dominicans” names what we are; “Lay” de-
scribes what kind;
b] “O.P.” as the designation for all professed
Lay Dominicans;
c] “Community” as
the designation
for our groups,
expressing our
way of life as
brothers and sis
ters and reflect-
ing the pillar (the plenary session voted
to retain Fraternity/Chapter);
(Continued on page 11)



(Continued from page 10)

2]

3]

4]

1]

2]

3]

d] “Group” as the designation for all beginning
communities, before their recognition as a
Fraternity/Chapter;

e] “Councils” as the designation for organiza-
tions of Lay Dominican government, at a
minimum at the community and the provin-
cial levels;

f] “Provincial Promoter” as the friar, sister, or
Lay Dominican who serves as the link
between the Lay Dominicans and the rest
of the Family;

g] “Religious Assistant” as the designation for
the friar, sister, or Lay Dominican approved
by the Prior Provincial, who serves as a

resource for the Lay Dominican community;

(since a Lay Dominican is not a religious,

this title would be amended if one were so
appointed).

h] “President” as the designation for the
elected leader of a fraternity/chapter

(the term used in the Latin text and most

descriptive of the role).

to be open in Christian compassion to those

who feel called to Dominican spirituality but

who cannot make formal commitment; such
persons could be included in the community
with the approval of the members although
they are, for one reason or another, impeded
from making promises.

to welcome and appreciate already existing

and new Dominican lay groups, our partners in

mission.

to utilize the internet in preaching and in

support of formation.

Finance and Economy:

to support the upkeep of our “House,” which
means support for the Lay Dominican Office
located in Santa Sabina at the service of the
Fraternities/Chapters worldwide;

to include a section on finances in the Stat-
utes of the International Council;

to set an annual fee, which will be updated
annually according to the Italian inflation rate,

payable in advance, beginning with the 2008
rate of 2 euro per member per province;
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VI.Lay Dominicans in the OP Family and in the
Church:

1] to develop an international Lay Dominican
website to serve as a clearing house for infor-
mation among all lay entities in the Family, in
order to encourage collaboration and coopera-
tion.

2] to develop a formation program for those
making a transition between the Dominican
Youth Movement or Dominican Volunteers

International and the Lay Dominicans.

3] to develop a pre-formation program to benefit

those who have not been adequately formed

in the Faith (basic catechesis).

While the acts of the congress are non-binding, it is a
very good idea to weigh each one against current
practice. The issues were discussed by a group who
represent a variety of cultures and backgrounds, yet
all very much Dominican. All found common ground
in their concerns, especially for quality formation of
adult Catholics into whole-hearted Dominicans.

The content of these deliberations, passed by vote of
the plenary assembly, will be integral to our Lay Pro-
vincial Council meeting in June here in the Western
Province. They may mean taking a step back in revi-
sion of the Particular Directory in order to include
recommendations put forth here.

Culture night: above,
Cameroon and Toulouse,
France;

Top right: Irag, Vietham
(our own Luyen Troung),
Australia, Philippines,
India. Bottom right: our
USA display of postcards.
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| A blessed Holy week to you as well as to your com-
) munities

your brother in St.Dominic
EMAIL FROM DAVID KAMMLER, OP,

our new PROMOTER GENERAL David

Dear sisters and brothers as delegates of the Il In-
ternational Congress of Lay Dominican Fraterni-
ties,

Being back in Rome from the Congress with all its
wonderful experiences | hope that also you arrived
well, filled with joy and hope becoming better com-
panions in Holy Preaching! Be aware that | as your
new Promoter General will take care that the propos-
als made at Pilar will be published as soon as possi-
ble, hopefully within the next weeks. In the moment
you are still informed better than me because you
made the decisions in the plenary while | was mostly
involved preparing the liturgy. | wished that | could
have had more time talking with each one of you per-
sonally during the Congress. That must be continued
when | will come to your countries visiting you!




