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New Voices for  the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together  
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     Between March 31 and April 29, 
2007, all seven Dominican Cluster  
congregations of Sisters voted at their  
chapters in favor of petitioning the  
Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic 
Life (CICLSAL) for the approval of a 
new Dominican congregation from a 
union of existing Dominican congrega-
tions. They include: Akron, Columbus, 
Great Bend, Kentucky, New Orleans 
Eucharistic Missionaries, New  Orleans 
St. Mary and Oxford.  
     The next step in the process will be 
the discernment of members, who must 
decide individually whether or not to 
join the new congregation. Once this 
step has been completed, the required 
materials will be gathered from each 
congregation and sent to CICLSAL for 
consideration. 
     The Cluster congregations are 
grateful for the outpouring of prayers 
from their Dominican Family during this 
time of Chapter deliberations and ask 
that you continue to pray for them as 
they continue on this journey toward 
forming a new union. 
                            From www.DomLife.org 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�� � Fr. Albert Felice-Pace, O.P., Direc-
tor of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Newman Center at UNLV, has de-
signed an Online Theology course for 
people who want to have a better  
understanding of their Catholic faith 
and practice.  One can take it at one's 
leisure from one’s own home.  Each 
session has assignments to read taken 
from 1) The Catholic Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 2) United States 
Catholic Catechism for Adults,  
3) Catholicism (Study Edition) by  

Richard McBrien, and 4) The Docu-
ments of Vatican II.  After each session 
one is asked to write a paper.  One can 
take the course for certification.  
     If you are interested, please contact 
Fr. Albert at afp@juno.com or call him 
at 702-274-3734.  To find Online  
Theology, you need to go the Newman 
Center's website at http://newman.unlv.
edu and then go to Online Theology on 
the menu.   
     Fr. Albert is planning other courses 
on Sacraments, Church and the Scrip-
ture.  These courses especially will help 
Catechists, Eucharistic Ministers, Lec-
tors, and anyone who is interested in 
learning more about the faith.  One of 
the pillars of the Dominican Order is 
study.  This is a great opportunity for 
the Dominican Laity to continue their 
studies at a leisurely pace. 
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St. Mary Magdalene Chapter:  Dick 
     Leopold, Moderator; Patricia  
     Labun, Treasurer (re-elected); 
     Loretta Kissell, LPC Rep; Kathy 
     Rhody, LPC Alt.; Gilbert Mejia, 
     Councilor. 
St. Rose of Lima Chapter:  Harold  
     Verdun, Secretary; Angie Verdun, 
     LPC Rep. 
 

 � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
Diane Albano and John Hendrycks, 
     life promises; Jennifer    Swanson, 
     first promises; June 2 (Our Lady of 
     the Mountain Chapter); 
The Vietnamese Regional Council of 
     Southern California, Diocese of  
     Orange, organized a yearly celebra-
     tion of the feast of St. Catherine of 
     Siena on 29 April, 2007, at the Viet-
     namese Catholic Center, Santa Ana.   
                                                cont’d on page 12 
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By Margaret Grant, OP, President 
Lay Provincial Council of England 
 
     I am home again after what seemed like a long, 
tiring ,but rewarding adventure. I was only away 
fifteen days altogether but it seemed much longer.   
     The Congress was a wonderful, tiring, inspiring 
fellowship of nations. We were all somewhat 
daunted by the task ahead of us at the beginning, 
but equally determined to get through the work 
together, and the consideration, the humour, the 
love of St. Dominic and what we were attempting to 
achieve in his name, bound us together in our 
intention. 
     Of the 77 provinces  invited, 56 attended – some 
could not afford the journey, some could not get 
visas and could not leave their countries, but sent 
many messages of unity and prayer. Indeed the 
prayers offered for us, all over the world, were  very 
much appreciated and we felt sustained and uplifted 
by them. 
     We were split into several groups of seven  or 
eight people from different countries, and given a list 
of ‘Issues’ (chosen by all our Fraternities in the last 
two years), to be discussed and proposals made to 
be put to the general vote during the last two days. 
     When I tell you that in all but a couple of cases 
no-one got their first or second  choice of subjects,  
in the groups they hoped for, you will realise, as we 
all did, that the Holy Spirit was choosing where He 
wanted us, rather than we ourselves.  In the end we 
were chosen at random according to the possibilities 
and restrictions of the interpreters, who did not know 
what we had chosen.  It Worked!  We collaborated 
and became friends, determined to finish our work 
on time and give in  presentations acceptable to all.   
This was not as easy as it sounds – for instance our 
languages were a major stumbling block when we 
discovered that, very often, we used the same 
words for completely different meanings.  We had to 
compromise and work out a new formula which 
covered what was needed and was acceptable to all 
concerned. Again – it worked!   
    Our Master, Fr. Carlos was present with us the 
whole week, and he came round to sit in and advise, 
if necessary, to each group.  He was so considerate, 

so calm and helpful, making us aware that he  was 
our brother in St. Dominic, rather than ‘Master of the 
Order’. He was there to encourage, explain where 
necessary, and assure us all that we could make 
our own decisions, with his blessing, and his 
authority. 
     During social hours he was enthusiastic and very 
humorous and joined in everything that was 
planned. Of course, being in his own Country, he 
was very conscious of being our host, and made us 
so welcome. We were very blessed. 
     The main body of work was done on the 
Directory and those changes or additions will be 
published shortly. The Rule stands unaltered. 
     We were all horribly bitten by the largest and 
most persistent mosquitos I have ever seen. Fr. 
Jerry said that although they had asked the Lord for 
the right Accommodation Committee, Transport 
Committee, Liturgy Committee, etc.. they had 
forgotten the Mosquito Committee! 
     It was to be expected, I suppose, with so many 
nations represented, we all went down in twos and 
threes, with a virus which was called ‘Argentinian 
‘flu’. This was not helped by the climate of 22–25 
deg.C. and humidity of 80%.   At one time people 
were dropping like flies, but it only lasted a couple of 
days and most were back at their posts. I was 
fortunate because, although I had it, I was able to 
stay up for all the sessions, just going to bed during 
the afternoon break and immediately after dinner, so 
although I missed some of the social times, I was 
able to be present at all the sessions and all the 
voting.  
     Patricia Robinson who was, of course, present as 
a member of the International Council, was fortunate 
to stay on her feet throughout – but went down with 
the virus the day after the Congress ended and was 
so poorly on our journey home that I was quite 
frightened for her during the flight.  I am assured 
she has now recovered and is, like me, very tired.  
Indeed, I slept for 19 hours when I returned, but am 
still falling asleep whenever I sit to relax for half an 
hour or so! 
     We were given a CD of the whole Congress, with 
photos of each delegate, and all the reflections  and 
homilies etc., - as yet I have not worked out how to 
‘open’ it completely, but I hope when I finally do so, I 
will be able to give you some of the contents in my 
newsletters. 
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(Continued from page 2)  

 
    During the course of the Congress I met three 
delegates who remembered our own Sylvia Spice, 
who attended the Congress in Montreal twelve years 
ago – and send their greetings to her.  I took photos 
of them, and will get them to Sylvia as soon as I can.  
Their names were Isabelita Robalino from Ecuador, 
Ruth Kummer from the Central North American 
Province, and Doris Stukes,  from the Eastern North 
American Province.  Isabellita was 90 years old and 
very active in the auditorium when the proposals 
were being discussed.  We sat in semi-circular rows, 
just like the U.N., with our headphones on for 
translation and microphones to speak to the 
assembly. 
    During one of the meals we were told of a small 
area in the north of Argentina, called Chaco, where 
there was a tiny village of very poor children, with 
absolutely nothing.  A delegate from Mexico had 
brought with him a huge black and silver sombrero, 
which he offered to auction for these little ones.  The 
idea caught on and people played the game 
magnificently. 
    The African delegate offered a wonderful robe he 
had brought and many people offered whatever they 
could.  People gave Dollars, Pesos, Euros – 
whatever they had with them. 
    Then a beautiful delegate from India brought 
down a bag full of the most wonderful saris which 
she offered for sale. Altogether she sold six different 
outfits in the most gorgeous colours – all bought new 
for the Congress. She gave them all to the auction.  
When everyone had finished we learned that 
altogether we had collected the equivalent of 3,000 
American Dollars for the children, and were told it 
was enough to build them a classroom so they could 
go to school. 
    The liturgy each morning and evening, in three 
languages, was very moving and everyone made the 
effort to join in each day, however tired they were.  
Each evening prayer was accompanied by the 
celebration  of Mass and Holy Communion. The 
beautiful little choir was made up of members 
present at the Congress, changing slightly each day 
as the language of the liturgy changed, and led by 
Fr. Juan Jose, a young Argentinian friar who came 
from  Mendosa. On the day after the Congress 
ended he was present at the Dominican Basilica at 
Mass and afterwards gave Patricia and I a guided 

tour of the Basililca  which was fascinating. The dear 
boy made such a loving gesture in the afternoon, 
before facing a fifteen hour journey by bus, back to 
his priory in Mendosa, he came up to our hotel in 
Buenos Aires to have coffee with us and bid us 
farewell.  Such a kind, considerate thought, and a 
very holy man. We will remember him in our prayers, 
     The last day in  Buenos Aires we went, with Fr. 
Gerry Stookey,  to see the beautiful church of La 
Recollecta over the other side of the city; 
followed by  a stroll through the famous cemetary  
which houses the tomb of Eva Peron.   It was like a 
small village  of avenues with tiny houses each side 
of the avenue – but each one was a marble or 
granite built tomb or family vault, just like a house.  It 
was quite strange to our eyes. Impressive, if 
somewhat eerie. 
     The terrain is beautiful in that part of the 
country – very similar to our own green countryside, 
but with Jacaranda trees (violet) and Palo Boragia 
trees (pink and yellow) in bloom, all  giving the 
streets a ‘festive’ look. 

From the Lone Lay Dominican Newsletter #268 
April, 2007 

 

 

REMINDER to MODERATORS and  
FORMATION DIRECTORS 
 
     Maryanne Thacker, Promoter of Forma-
tion, would like to receive from the chapters 
outlines of ongoing formation programs that 
succeeded especially well.  She asks the 
formation directors to help her gather 
sourcebook material for the benefit of all our 
chapters. 
 
     This is in keeping with The Rule #11b. 
 
     Please try to get at least one or two out-
lines to her before the end of 
summer. 
 
Thank you for your participa-
tion. 
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Karen Woods, OPL 
 
     This month I had the great pleasure of 
journeying to the sites of our newest 
chapters, the Sacramento Group and the 
Visalia Group.  Long have we wanted 
chapters in California’s Central Valley.  Many inquir-
ies have come from there over the years, to all of 
whom we had to be somewhat discouraging.  We 
didn’t know of any Dominican presence in the Val-
ley, so no one we knew of to nurture a new group. 
     But what God wants, God makes.  Phyllis Sale, 
life professed member of the St. Albert Chapter, 
who traveled from the Sacramento area to Oakland 
each month for her chapter meeting, was inspired 
to form a Dominican-like group in her home town of 
Citrus Heights.  Gaining the approval of her pastor, 
she gathered a group for study and community, 
hoping that perhaps the group would morph into a 
Lay Dominican Group at some point.  They are now 
acting a whole lot like a Lay Dominican Group and 
are planning an information day to glean others who 
might feel called to our way of life.  In the fall, they 
hope to begin formation as Inquirers. 
     In the Fresno/Visalia/Hanford area, where, 
again, we knew of no Dominican presence, about 
seven Catholics have ministered for years at Avenal 
State Prison.  There developed at the prison a 
group of prisoners who wanted some structure in 
which they might develop their spiritual lives.  Sr. 
Mary Sean Hodges, of the Mission San Jose Do-
minicans, joined that ministry, and so the search for 
a structure rested.  The group of seven and sr Mary 
Sean visited fr George Matanic, then Provincial Pro-
moter, to explore the possibility of a prison chapter.  
Since we have precedent (Norfolk), fr George was 
able to encourage them to form the chapter.  But 
the Holy Spirit circled around them and moved them 
to decide first to found themselves as a chapter.  
They held an information meeting which 60 people 
attended.  Has there been a hunger for this 
“something more” over there in the Fresno Dio-
cese?  I’d guess so! 
     On Saturday, May 19, I conducted a day of re-
flection for the potential group.  Of all those who at-
tended the information days, 30 attended the day of 
reflection.  At the end of it, it seemed that all or 
nearly all of the 30 were ready to commit to initial 
formation.  This is an amazing story of God at work. 
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 � � � �     
Timothy Radcliffe, OP 
Catholic Herald,   
 
     In the Church, we sometimes say that everyone 
has a vocation. But that’s not quite right. It’s more 
accurate to say that everyone is a vocation. We of-
ten think that our existence is a bald fact. But it isn’t. 
To exist at all is to be called by God. A star would 
not exist if God had not called it into being. There is 
a lovely passage in the Book of Baruch where God 
sees the stars and they joyfully cry out: “Here we 
are! Here we are!” The stars say “yes” to God. And 
everything that exists – including our own apparently 
insignificant lives – is a “yes” to the God who calls.  
     What’s odd about human beings is that we don’t 
just say “yes” by existing; we also say “yes” with our 
words. God speaks a word to us and we reply with 
words. And that, in fact, is why we were created: to 
answer God’s word. This human vocation, which we 
all share regardless of our particular calling, is ex-
pressed in the beautiful Hebrew word hineni, which 
means, “here I am”. When God calls Moses from the 
burning bush, Moses replies: “Hineni.” When Isaiah 
hears a voice asking “Whom shall I send?” he re-
plies: “Hineni. Send me.” So, the human vocation is 
to say “here I am” when God calls.  
                                          www.catholicherald.co.uk 
                       from a lead article of a series on vocation 

Prez, cont. 
     Besides sr Mary Sean, three other MSJ Sisters 
are now working in the area, ministering to the mi-
grant workers, so the Dominican presence is sud-
denly strong where once there seemed to be none 
(no friars, and the sisters are hard to locate). 
     On Sunday, I visited Avenal State Prison and in-
terviewed the potential community there.  The men 
are remarkable, sincere and serious about their faith 
and spiritual development.  I was able to visit four of 
the six “yards” which meant meeting about ten of the 
interested men.  We anticipate beginning formation 
with them in a year or so, since some logistics need 
to be resolved (e.g., how to form one community of 
men now scattered in six yards), and the Visalia 
group has to have a running head start on their own 
formation in order to deliver the program “inside.” 
     This new growth demonstrates how constant a 
Gardener the Lord is.  Let us support all efforts with 
our prayers and encouragement.   
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8� ���
 � �repose of the souls � 0�
������John Anthony Greene��� �� �
 � ��	� ��� � �� 0� � � � ��
9� 6� � � ��� ��� �  �/� � �� � � � �� 0��
 � �: � � � �� 	� �; 
 � � �� �1��: � � �
#) .�
������Angeline "Angie" Dutra��� ��#, , �� �� ����� 	� �� ��� 0�<	�� � �
� � �� � ��� � � ��� 0�8���=	� � � � ��� � � �>�� �	� ��: � � �#+.�
������George Escalante��9����- ) ��� � � �� 0�; 
 �	� �	� � ��
� � � � �� � �� ��� �  �/� ���: � �� �: � %� � �� � � �; 
 � � �� �1��: � � �*.�
������Eileen Hanley OPL��� �� � � ��: � � � � ��/� ���' �� � ���; 
 � � �� �1��$) �
� � � �� �� �� ��� �	%	� � ��� �� 0��
 � �?� �2� �� � �� 
 � � �� ����' � �	��#" . 
������Linda Newton, OPL /: � �� �: � �
 � ��� 0�&�� �
 �; 
 � � �� �1���� 0�
�� � %�� � � � � ���' � �	��@.�
������Jane Merriman��� �� � � ��: � � � � ���; � �� � � �; 
 �	� �	�; 
 � � �� ����
� ��: � �� 
 �! ! .�
������Margaret Fuleki’s mother � � � �: � �� �>	� � � � A� �� � � � 	� ���
Carol McCorken � 
 � ��� � � � ��� �� � � � � � �� � � � �/<� �� �5� � � �� �
; 
 � � �� �1��
8� ��all those who mourn, � � � � � 	� ��� ��
 � �0� � 	�	� � �� 0��
 � �� � � 6� .���
8� ���
 � �victims of natural disasters., � � � � � 	� ��� �	� ��
 � �>� �0�
������ � �� �� � �� � ��
 � � ��� � � 	�� .�
For relief of hunger in our world, especially in Africa; 
8� ��� �peaceful solution �� �	� �� �� � �	� � � ��
 � � �	�	�	� � ��� � � �0� ��� � ��
������ � � �6	� � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � �	� ��
 � �: 	� � �� �� � � �..�
8� ��those who are ill � � � � %�� � ��� �� �
 � �� �� � � �� 	� �� �� .�
8� ���
 � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � �� � ��
 � �� 
 � � �� �� ��
<� �� �&�	� 	�� �; 
 � � �� ���� Ellamay Shevlin /#�� � � ��� �� �%�� � � �
������ � 	� � � �� 0�5� � 	�� � %�� ���B��� � 	� %�
 � ��� 	%
 �1, Gene Carbajal; 
      Melissa Bemis; Frank Denogean; Carol Barry; Francis 
      Markley; Adam Stewart, � � � 
 � � �� 0�� 	� �>� �� � � � � . �
� ���5� � � �� 0� 	� � �; 
 � � �� ����Evelyn Isidro.�Eleanor Janson.�
� ���9� � � � 
 �; 
 � � �� ��� Julie Cote;  Lu Jones; Karren Olson;  
<� �� �5� � � �� �; 
 � � �� ��� Sue King, Jane Hoesly, Joyce Timber-
      man, Maria Graf, Carol McCauley, Gerry Chesley, Susan 
      Walsh, Terri Mersereau, Bev Posedel, Betty Myers,  
      Georgia Massey, Juli-jeanne Malloy, Margaret Fuleki � � � �
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Jubilee Prayer         
 

God of Mercy, In your eternal    
Wisdom, you called your servant 
Dominic to set off on a journey of 

faith as itinerant pilgrim and preacher of grace. 
With your Word of gentle Truth in his heart and 

on his lips, Dominic invited the first sisters 
and brothers to join him in a life of contempla-

tive obedience in the service of the holy 
preaching.  

 
As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you 
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once 
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us, 
so that we might faithfully and joyfully pro-
claim the gospel of peace, through the same 
Christ, our Lord.  
                                                      Amen.  
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation 

      


 � � � � � �  ! � ! " � � � #$ �%� " &� ' " ( � ) � � ( " * ( �   +" ,
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 � � � � � �  ! � ! " � � � #$ �%� " &� ' " ( � ) � � ( " * ( �   +" ,  
 
     I felt obliged to provide everyone, including our Prayer Members, excerpts from a 
request of the International Dominican Commission for Justice and Peace. The com-
mission asked us to study the encyclical “Populorum Progressio,” (March 26, 1967). 
The website for the encyclical is http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/

documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967 populorum_en.html. Ask your chapter’s Social Justice Contact Person 
for the full text of the letter. 
 
     Our Brother Carlos, Master of the Order of Preachers, called us to ten years of Jubilee in observance of 
the foundational period of the Order, 1206 – 1216. In his 29 April 2006 letter, he urged us to “walk faithful to 
the love we had at first.”…The mission of Dominic is a mission of compassion...To live compassion today 
means to welcome migrants, to be near the victims, willing to dialogue with all those who live a different re-
ligious faith or way of thinking different from our own. In the context of a globalization that produces injustice 
and separation, we are called to recover compassion as a fundamental character of the spirituality of our 
Order. This Jubilee of the Order coincides with another important anniversary: forty years from the publica-
tion of the document Populorum Progressio (March 26, 1967)…During the next year we invite you to find a 
way to re-read the text of Populorum Progressio, a document wherein we can find the traces of that pro-
found spirituality of compassion. 
 
     Each community might choose a concrete way to read together the text of Populorum Progressio. The 
goal of all this is to create awareness inside our communities and to extend this awareness to those among 
whom we live and minister. 
 
Let us live this observance as a time of grace and of compassion. 
 
Fraternally in Saint Dominic and St. Catherine, 
 
-------------------------- 
     What does it mean to build peace today not only as an absence of war? In what way can working for de-
velopment build peace? How can our mission as preachers be strengthened by working for development? 
……………………………………… 
     What concrete measures can we take to become responsible and active subjects of peace? What con-
crete projects can we undertake to sustain the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)? 
(See http://www.millenniumcampaign.org . 
 
Also, note “Call from Fanjeaux” http://jp.op.org) 
 
Do email me at jacalagos@yahoo.com with your individual and your chapter’s reflections, and possible ac-
tions. I will forward your responses to the International Justice Commission. 

�
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The following interview is with fr. David Kammler, OP who recently began his service 
as Promoter General of the Laity, replacing fr. Jerry Stokey, OP. Fr. David attended the 
International Lay Congress, March 2007 and began his term as General Promoter. The 
interview.was conducted in May of 2006  
 
Is it true, David, that you will take over from Jerry L. Stookey as Promoter General of the Dominican 
Laity next year?  
     I am still getting used to this myself! The appointment has not yet been officially pronounced by the Mas-
ter of the Order. But I have given him my word about my readiness to serve in this post. At first, I had seri-
ous doubts and reservations about this, but these were dispersed during a personal fraternal meeting with 
fr. Carlos in Rome. Jerry himself also encouraged me to assent.  
 
In your opinion, what particular characteristics do you bring with you for your new post?  
     When, to my great surprise, Carlos asked me, first of all the arguments occurred to me which speak 
against my suitability: my age, my insufficient knowledge of foreign languages … etc. But then I also dis-
covered characteristics which will certainly help to make the work go more smoothly: the pleasure I have in 
being able to dedicate myself in a creative way to a meaningful task, even in detail; a great love of and es-
teem for the laity as full members of our Order; the readiness to encourage them in their task of preaching 
as laity as their specific mission; the exchange of ideas and communication amongst them going beyond 
the barriers that are there; the capability to encourage diversity on the basis of mutual respect and trust. I 
sincerely hope to be able to continue, in my way, that which Jerry was able to contribute in the last few 
years in a convincingly international way.  
 
Tell us something about yourself and the path you have followed in the Order.  
     I was born on 21st October 1942 in Cologne in Germany. I still have a younger brother and two neph-
ews. As a result of my positions in various places in my home province of Teutonia I have established con-
nections with many people. I hope very much that these can be maintained in the next few years despite 
the distance apart; for friendship is very important for me. 
     I became a Dominican in 1962, in particular because of the challenge of a community with the objective 
of preaching in new and unusual ways. After my studies at our House of Studies in Walberberg and ordina-
tion to the priesthood in 1968, I worked for several years as a teacher of religious education for primary 
schools (Diocese of Speyer). There followed a time as tutor in the boarding school of our Province in Ve-
chta, and later I worked in a small Dominican community in a North German parish in Bremen. For eight 
years I was Assistant Master of Students at our House of Studies in Walberberg. Before beginning my four-
year term as Socius of the Provincial I was Prior of St. Andreas in Cologne, where Saint Albert the Great is 
buried. 
     For the last six years I was Prior of Walberberg, and during this time I have been active in pastoral work, 
as spiritual advisor for individuals and also retreat courses. For over ten years I have been chaplain to a Do-
minican lay group and have been Promoter of the Laity in our Province of Teutonia for seven years. During 
the world congress of the Dominican Family in Manila (2000) as well as the meetings of the European Laity 
at Fognano (2001) and Walberberg (2004) I was able to complement and enrich my theoretical knowledge 
of the internationality and diversity of the Order of Preachers through personal encounters.  
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Do you have other interests which are not 
'typically Dominican'?  
     Do you mean my hobbies? Actually, they are very 
diverse. The first one which occurs to me is: music, 
art and culture; then: sport (swimming); my friends 
maintain that I am a good hobby cook - "O taste and 
see that the LORD is good!" (Ps 34:9!); and, finally: 
travelling and getting to know other cultures. The last 
one especially will be integrated into my future world-
wide service!  
 
What do you want to put the accent on until you 
start your new job?  
     Firstly, I have to concentrate on a number of ser-
mons and services, conferences, lectures and re-
treats, which I have already committed to for this 
year. Then it will be absolutely necessary to start to 
extend my knowledge of foreign languages in this 
year already. My conversational English is quite 
good, but not without mistakes. For my stay in Rome 
and Italy it will be a challenge to learn Italian; I want 
to work on this intensively this year as well. So that I 
am not dependent on translators, I shall learn Span-
ish in the next few years. My knowledge was until 
now sufficient to get by as a tourist on holiday. I very 
much hope to be able to deepen my elementary 
knowledge of the wonderful language of culture, 
French. (My ability to preach in Cologne dialect will 
certainly not be required in the next six years!) How 
much I would like to be able to encounter the Lay 
Dominicans of the world in their mother tongues! In 
this respect, I envy the deceased Pope John Paul II 
with his comprehensive language skills. I neverthe-
less hope that, on my travels and in my correspon-
dence, I shall have the assistance of translators, 
and, above all, non-verbal communication and the 
Spirit of Pentecost, which creates understanding 
across language barriers.  
     Last but not least I want to learn as much as pos-
sible from Jerry before the official start of my job in 
March 2007 and help him with the preparations for 
the International Congress of Lay Dominicans in 
Buenos Aires. We shall be in contact by e-mail until 
then, and will be in touch personally in Rome from 
January 2007. I place my trust in his advice and his 
help. I pray that we, as brothers, sisters and laity, will 
assist each other in the service of preaching, and 
look forward to meeting many Dominican sisters and 
brothers on God’s blessed Earth!  

Walberberg, Germany, April 2006  

From www.domlife.org   April 9, 2007 
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EZEKIEL 40, 1-3; 47, 1-9.12;  PS 45;  JOHN 5,1-18       

Brian J. Pierce, OP 

     One day – probably when we were small chil-
dren – we were dressed up in starchy white clothes, 
taken to church, where some songs were sung and 
prayers said, and then a priest, dressed in rather 
strange clothes, poured water over our heads.  It did-
n’t really seem very interesting at the moment.  Peo-
ple clapped, more songs were sung, there was a lit-
tle party afterwards, and we were inscribed into a 
book as Christians. All without anyone ever checking 
it out first with us! 
     That was the beginning of a long journey, one 
that we are still on today.  We later learned that Je-
sus began his journey this way, and in fact that all 
Christians begin their journey either by being dunked 
or by having water poured over their heads.   
But we also learn little by little along this journey that 
being a Christian is about more than having water 
poured over our heads as infants.  If that were the 
important thing, then we would meet every Sunday in 
Church and pour water on each other’s heads.  Be-
ing a Christian is more than just repeating past acts, 
doing the same rituals over and over again.  
     At some point in our lives, the outward sign of wa-
ter has to become an inward reality.  We have to be-
come the water, become the fountain from which the 
water flows.  This is the beauty of the prophet Eze-
kiel’s image of the Temple that we heard in today´s 
first reading.  The life-giving water does not flow into 
the Temple from outside, but flows out from the 
Temple as a healing presence in the world.  St. Paul 
later says that we are that temple.  Catherine of 
Siena expressed this beautiful reality using an image 
that she received from God:  ‘As the Sea is in the 
fish and the fish is in the Sea, so I am in you are you 
are in Me, the Sea of Peace.’ Catherine discovered 
that the great ocean of God’s love was actually in 
her.    
     Being a Christian is about discovering that God’s 
spring of living water flows from deep within us, out 
into the world.  That is what Jesus said to the Sa-
maritan woman at the well in chapter 4 of John’s  
gospel – the chapter previous to our gospel of today.   
                                                                  Cont.‘d on page 9 
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 Brian Pierce, Homily, cont. 
Jesus said to the woman: ‘Let the water flow from 
within.  Be a spring of living water.  Let me become 
a river, a Sea of Peace, within you.’  She actually did 
become a spring of water – flowing out into the peo-
ple of her village.  In fact she became a preacher of 
the Word, and some even say that she was the 
founder of the first lay Dominican chapter in the Sa-
maritan village of Sicar.  (Not even Dan 
Brown, of Da Vinci Code fame, has un-
covered that piece of hidden Domini-
can history!!) 
     The man in today’s gospel of John  
is stuck.  He can see the pool of  
water.  He can almost get his big  
toe into the pool.  But then some- 
one else always beats him to it.  
38 years of trying to get to the water.  
38 years of living in the desert –  
trying to get to the Promised  
Land.  And he never quite gets there.   
One day, one Sabbath day, Jesus saw 
this man, he saw the hardened lines in 
his face, saw his thirst, saw his dry, de-
sert heart.  The lame man cried out, 
‘Excuse me, Sir, can you push me over to the wa-
ter?  I need to get over there so I can be healed.’  
Jesus looked at him, with love.  And the man, when 
he looked into Jesus’ eyes, he saw an Ocean of 
Love – much grander than the Sheep Pool that he 
wanted to bathe in.  And then he heard Jesus’ 
words, he heard God´s Word:  ‘Stand up. Walk. The 
living water is within you.  Let go of the pool and be-
come the Sea of Peace, become the Temple of 
God, become the living water.’ 
     And his life was never the same.  He picked up 
his mat and he began to walk.  Not exactly the right 
thing to do on the Sabbath with the Jewish canon 
lawyers standing around (Giacomo, of course, was 
not there that day – he was home watching Italy win 
the World Cup!).  Jesus and the lame man got into a 
little trouble that day with the legalistic Jews.  You 
are NOT supposed to do those kind of charitable 
things on Sunday…I mean, on the Sabbath!  Rules 
are supposed to be followed.  People who break the 
rules, therefore, must be punished.  Today’s gospel 
ends with these words: ‘It was because he did things 
like this on the Sabbath that the (Jewish authorities) 
began to persecute Jesus.’   
     The lame man who was healed, though, realized 

that those kind of laws – the old laws that were good 
for a time – needed to be renewed.  The old laws 
are like the pool of water.  They are good for a time.  
But once we drink from the springs of living water 
that well up from the depths of the human heart, we 
are set free to discover the greater law, the law of 
love, the law which is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
     We do not pour water over our heads on Sun-

days so that we can keep repeating our 
baptism over and over.  That would be 
legalistic silliness.  That would be spiri-
tual stagnation.  True Christians do not 
live in the past. We live in the present 
moment, filled with an ancient Word 
and an ancient story, filled with living 
water and with the Spirit of the living 
Christ.   
     I close this reflection with some 
lines from a poem written by one of Ar-
gentina’s prophets – a martyr – Bishop  
Enrique Angelelli, who poured his life 
out in loving service of the poor.  As we 
remember this week the 27th anniver-
sary of the martyrdom of Archbishop 

Oscar Romero of El Salvador, let us also remember 
one of Argentina’s modern-day saints.  Let us hear 
his words as if they were spoken to the lame man in 
today’s gospel…and as if they were spoken to us, 
Dominicans, during this, the 800th anniversary of the 
first community of preachers: 
 

Advierte!  No eres pasado sino historia, 
eres proyecto y siempre mensaje, 
pueblo que camina y no desierto, 
agua que canta y no estanque. 

No te quedes solo, porque envejeces; 
escucha la Fuerza de lo que no muere… 

es Él…de ayer, de hoy y de siempre. 
Advierte!  No eres pasado sino historia, 

agua que canta y no estanque. 
 

Beware! You are not the past, but history, 
you are project, you are always message, 

a pilgrim people and not a desert, 
water which sings, but is never stagnant. 

Do not remain alone, for you will grow old; 
listen to the Strength of that which never dies… 

it is He…yesterday, today, and always. 
Beware! You are not the past, but history, 
water which sings, but is never stagnant. 
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     At the Last Supper Jesus is a dead man. His betrayer is at hand, the trap set for 
him is about to be sprung. The words and actions of a dying man have a peculiar intensity and meaning. 
Usually, the dying begin a process of taking leave before the moment of their death. Slowly but surely they 
start to slip away from us, they begin a process of detachment in preparation for that last journey which we 
must all make alone.  
     On the night of his agony Jesus is not detached; he is intensely present. It is rather his disciples who are 
absent, not there. They cannot fathom what he is doing: he slowly and deliberately washes their feet. Peter 
is puzzled; he asks Jesus to wash all of him, not just to stop at his feet. So, why was Jesus so particularly 
careful to wash the feet of his disciples?  
     There are plenty of poems and songs about eyes, hair, lips and other parts of the anatomy in our roman-
tic literature, but not many about feet. Some years ago, I saw a film about a man who had fallen for a young 
girl. He managed to get possession of a piece of her hair ribbon and wore it over his heart as a kind of love 
token. I doubt if he would have done the same with an old sock or a stocking. Feet do not really feature in 
this highly symbolic language at all, and yet for Jesus this action is highly symbolic.  
     When Jesus washes the feet of his disciples he acts out a kind of prophetic sign or sacrament of his 
whole life and mission. It is a sacrament in that God shows what he does and does what he shows us. He is 
the sacrificial Lamb of God. On the night he was betrayed, he tells his disciples that he has come to lay 
down his life. He invites his disciples to follow him in that way of sacrifice, showing that he who loses his life 
will save it; the ultimate Christian paradox.  
     The washing of the feet is often seen as a rite of preparation. By it the disciples are prepared to eat at 
the table of the Lord. Through it the disciples are received by Christ into an intimacy of communion with him 
that is expressed fully in the Eucharist. Normally feet were washed by servants in the time of Jesus, but 
there was one exception to this rule, a wife could wash her husband's feet. A rabbi would not let his disci-
ples wash his feet, but he would let his wife, not because she was a servant, but because they were one 
body. There is a story dating from this time about a Jewish couple called Joseph and Asenath. Asenath is 
Joseph's bride and she will not let anyone else touch his feet. She says to him: 'Your hands are my hands 
and your feet are my feet and I will wash them, and no one else will touch them.' Throughout the Middle 
East the washing of the feet is part of betrothal and marriage ceremonies. At the Last Supper, Jesus 
washes the feet of his bride the Church, symbolized by the disciples.  
     The washing of the feet is not primarily about service, self-giving love which expresses the unity of com-
munion. In the Eucharist our being 'one body with Christ' is enacted in a sacramental drama. As St 
Augustine says: 'I am your food, but instead of my being transformed into you, it is you who shall be trans-
formed into me.' In the Eucharist Christ gives us himself not as an object but as a gift that transforms. In the 
Eucharist Christ gathers his own to himself. The Good Shepherd gathers his sheep into the sheepfold of 
communion. When St John describes Jesus 'laying aside' or 'laying down his garments' before washing his 
disciples feet, he uses the same word he has used earlier to describe the Good Shepherd laying down his 
life for his sheep. At the Last Supper the Good Shepherd leads his sheep to the pasture of the Cross.     
     The Eucharist is the start and finish of our journey. It is the place to which we draw people and the cen-
tre from which we are sent out to bring Christ to the world. The call to the Eucharist, the call to mission is 
the call to getting your feet dirty. We should not be afraid of getting our feet dirty then, we are soiling them 
for Christ. There is no other way of preaching the Gospel to the multitudes than by passing through the dust 
and mess of the world in which they are; you cannot love and keep your feet clean. You cannot love and 
save your life. Sacrifice and fruitfulness are bound up together; they cannot be separated at any stage.  
     The washing of the feet is not the prelude to the Eucharist, it is the Eucharist. 'The seed does not die 
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(Continued from page 10) 

and then produce fruit; it is in the dying that it gives 
life. It is one and the same process that is both death 
and fruitful growth.' Those who lose their lives will 
save them for eternal life. 

http://torch.op.org/preaching/sermon/1155 
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Rome, April 30 - May 4, 2007 
  
     The 161 Prioresses General of the Dominican 
Sisters International's congregations, who started the 
movement of the DSI in 1995, gathered in Rome for 
their Fifth General Assembly with the theme: 
"Releasing the Fullness of our Preaching.  Another 
world is possible", through a very articulated reflec-
tion on economics, politics and theology about the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
     "What I want to say to you is that working for the 
MDGs is God's work. Working for the MDGs is not a 
matter of being politically correct, but it is doing 
God's will". This is one of the most challenging state-
ments in Duncan MacLaren's talk. Mr. MacLaren is 
a Lay Dominican and the Secretary General of Cari-
tas Internationalis. The participants heard once again 
the call, following Dominic's example, to struggle 
against poverty that is dehumanizing to people 
throughout the world. This can be done through edu-
cation and formation, disease prevention and health 
promotion, and lobbying and advocacy at all political 
levels. At the end of the session the participants de-
cided to address a letter to the President in turn of 
the European Union, the German government, to 
invite Europe to respect its tasks to implement the 
Millennium Development Goals. The letter was deliv-
ered by the Scottish Cardinal, Duncan confirmed to 
us from Germany. Words, ideas, passions and con-
crete actions have been the characteristics of this 
Assembly.  
     Sr. Liliana Badaloni, a Dominican from Argentina, 
offered the second talk. She invited the sisters to 
think that "freeing of our preaching will be in direct 
relationship with our personal liberation and with 
liberation within our congregations". She looks at the 
Millennium Goals with the lens of a woman from the 
Southern Hemisphere and she states that "it exists a 
wounded humanity" and so "We invite each other to 
that openness which is the door through which wis-

dom enters and contemplation begins; that openness 
that is the pinnacle from which we learn that the 
world is much greater than ourselves, and that there 
is a truth out there that is different from our own." 
    This was also a meeting to plan the next goals 
and to elect new leadership for DSI. 
  
Goals: 
1.        To make the Dominican charism more relevant in 
today's world by promoting the formation of our identity as 
women preachers, by discovering different forms of 
preaching and by engaging in common study projects. 
  
2.        To strengthen our communication, networking and 
our formation in technology. 
  
3.        To cultivate a concrete commitment to the Millen-
nium Development Goals, particularly to promote gender 
equality and empower women (3), reduce child mortality 
(4), achieve universal primary education (2), improve ma-
ternal health (5), ensure environmental sustainability (7), 
and develop a global partnership for development (8). 
  
4.        To strengthen Dominican Volunteers International 
(DVI), collaborate with the International Commission on 
Preaching and to promote experiences inter-
congregationally among Dominican Sisters and 
among different members of the Dominican Family. 
  
The Assembly elected the new International Coordi-
nator, Sr. María Fabiola Velásquez Maya, Soeurs de 
la Charité Dominicaines de la Présentation. Sr. Fa-
biola replaces Sr. Margaret Ormond who has served 
in this post since its inception nine years ago, and 
the new Coordinating Council members are:  
Africa - sr. Michael Mdluli, Dominican Congregation 
of Montebello, South Africa;  
Asia - sr. Cecille Espenilla, Dominican Sisters of 
Saint Catherine of Siena, Quezon City, Philippines;  
Europe - sr. Sara Böhmer, Dominicanessen van Be-
thanie - Venlo, Holland; 
  
Latin America and Caribbean - Hna Irene Diaz, Her-
manas Misioneras Dominicas del Rosario, Lima 
Peru; 
North America - Sr Patricia Simpson, Dominican Sis-
ters of San Rafael,United States. 
   
Documents, photos and news about the Assembly 
are available on our website: www.dsiop.org or you 
can write to dsi@curia.op.org  
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     During the Mass, with the presence  of over 300 
     Lay Dominicans, they accepted 23 new members 
     of the area’s Vietnamese Lay Dominican  
     Chapters; 
Fran Barrios, life promises; Remi Aventino, Con-
     chita  Morente and Jose Ceballos, temporary 
     profession, (St. Dominic Chapter);  
Claire Rogus,  Hilda Serpa, Ellen Spencer, life 
     promises; Evangeline Carlos, 3 years, April 29 
     (Corpus Christi Chapter);  
fr Timothy Radcliffe, this year's winner of the 
     £15,000 Michael Ramsey Prize for Theological 
     Writing for his book: What is the Point of Being a 
     Christian? published by Continuum. The Award, 
     which is sponsored by the Lambeth Fund, was 
     inaugurated by Archbishop of Canterbury Dr 
     Rowan Williams to encourage the most promis-
     ing contemporary theological writing and to iden-
     tify it for a wider Christian readership. 
Members of the chapter helped Eadie Roland, 
     OPL, (Holy Rosary Chapter) celebrate her 80th 
     birthday with a party at Holy Rosary on May 5th.  

Eadie has been a life professed member since 1968 
(that’s 49 years!)  Congratulations and Happy Birth-
day, Eadie! 
�
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St. Joseph Chapter invites us to join them in their 
day of retreat, Sunday, July 22, 2007, at the Mother-
house in Mission San Jose, Fremont, with fr Luke 
Buckles, OP.  The theme is “Meeting the Risen 
Christ in the Eucharist, Source of Dominican Spiritu-
ality.” Cost for the day, including meals, is $35.00; 
overnight stay is $75.00.  Liturgy will be celebrated 
with the Sisters. Contact:  Lydia Guzman, Modera-
tor, 408-719-8389. 
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www.DomLife.org? (do subscribe and be counted!) 
http://word.op.org? 
http://torch.op.org/preaching? 
Www.domcentral.org/album (for  
    Dominican clipart)? 
 


