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Christ in the World! Is pub-
lished six times a year. Sub-
missions are welcome.
Editor: Karen Woods, OPL
2619 E. Orange
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-833-8599
480-833-09%4 (fax)
kwoodsopl@juno.com
Subscription: free to members of
Western Province chapters or to

others in exchange for newslet-
ters,

a donation of $3.00 per year for
the email edition is appreciated or
$8.00 per year via postal service
for all others. Make checks pay-
able to Karen Woods.

Our Master, fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa,
OP, with his socius and our Promoter
General of the Laity, fr Jerry Stookey,
OP, will be conducting visitation in the
Western Province during the month of
June. They will visit the various friaries
in the province but because of the tight
schedule, they will not have time to visit
specifically with the Lay Dominicans.

There is, however, an invitation for a
Family gathering:

Please join us
as we begin our week of Chapter.
The Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
invite you to a morning
with Carlos Azpiroz Costa, O.P.
June 18, 2006
Mass at 10:30 am
followed by a reception until 1:00 pm
at Dominican Sisters Center

1520 Grand Avenue, San Rafael

RSVP by May 20 to Carol Bush

415.453.8303 Fax 415.453.8367

e-mail crbush@sanrafaelop.org

to mark the 800th anniversary of the
foundation of the monastery of
Prouilhe, France. This is the first of
three monasteries that St. Dominic
founded himself.

Sponsored by the Dominican Laity
of the Eastern Province, the pilgrimage
will be from December 20, 2006 -
January 1, 2007 (Total Cost: $2,885).
For details, registration, and contact in-
formation, please go to www.30p.org,
click on “The Latest” and follow the
links. (Be sure to click on the word Lat-
est, rather than on any other item in the
drop down list)

Calvin Smith, first profession (3
years) and Maria Graf, life profession
April 29 (the feast our patroness, of St.
Catherine of Siena);

Jean Ramacciotti and Pamela
Stafford, life profession, May 7 (St. Al-
bert Chapter);

Our brothers’ ordination or profes-
sion milestones of 2006:

10 years — June 1996
fr John Adams
fr Dominic Briese
fr Xavier Lavagetto
fr Joseph Sergott
20 years — May 1986
fr Thomas Kraft
fr Anthony Patalano
25 years — March 1981;
fr David Bello
30 years — June 1976
fr Donald Bramble
fr Robert Christian
fr Jude Eli
35 years — June 1971
fr Lawrence Farrell
— December 1971
fr Raymond Finerty
40 years — June 1966
fr Dominic De Domenico
fr Augustine Hartman
fr John Morris
fr Leo Tubbs
45 years — June 1961
fr Robert Burns
fr Kieran Healy
50 years — June 16, 1956
fr Vincent Lopez
65 years — June 7, 1941
fr Larry Banfield
45 years professed — May 1961
fr Frederick Narberes
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Rome, 28 November, 2004
1* Sunday of Advent

Dear brothers and sisters:
At the beginning of Advent, and with the start of

the new Liturgical Year, | wanted to write to all the
sons and daughters of Saint

October) we shall celebrate it with an exceptional
Jubilee, which will begin, God willing, from the third
of December 2006, the First Sunday of Advent to
the Feast of the Epiphany of 2008. With this
beginning, we shall also prepare ourselves for a
“Novena of Years” leading up to another great
event: the VIl centenary of the confirmation of the
Order by Pope Honorius Il (22 December 1216).

Uniting our hearts with those of our Nuns for this
celebration, we shall offer suggestions, proposals
and reflections that will help us to deepen the
contemplative dimension of our vocation.

In light of this, | will not prolong this letter, except
to express my gratitude to our contemplative
sisters. They sustain us in our life, they associate
themselves to the “Holy Preaching”, they welcome
us such that we confide our joys and hopes,

the sadness and worries of our itinerant ministry

... they encourage us to

Dominic.

In these days, reading and
meditating on the Word of God,
we remember the visits that Our
Lord had made to His people in
the past; that which especially
fills us with happiness is the
living memory of the Incarnation;
we contemplate the different
manifestations of Our Saviour in

continue along the road to
meet those who thirst for God.
Our sisters motivate us to live
with a passion for Christ and
humanity!

Let us begin now to
prepare ourselves! Let us
celebrate the genius of Saint
Dominic! He wished to begin
his work this way ... with our
contemplative sisters; he also

the present and we await His
glorious and definitive manifestation in the future.

Throughout the history of the Order there are
many events that have encouraged us to renew
ourselves in our vocation as sons and daughters of
Saint Dominic. These motivate us each day to
exercise the generosity of vocational grace:
“contemplate and share the fruits of our
contemplation with others”.

In a short time, we will remember the 800 years
since the foundation of the Monastery of Prouilhe.
This is the first Dominican community! The experts
place this event toward the end of December, 1206,
even though, canonically, the monastery was
erected in 1207.

With this singular event, Providence has gifted us
with a special motive for joy. We want to celebrate
it! So, following the suggestion of the International
Commission of the Nuns (from their meeting in our
Priory of Santa Sabina at the beginning of last

wished to encourage us from his celestial home, in
the joy of the contemplation of the Word for all
eternity!

Fraternally,
fr. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa OP

Prot. 50/04/1425 lettere all’ Ordine - MO

About the Design of the logo (above):
The Prouilhe community has been using a phato of a keystone
fromthe original building as a way to identify this project. The
logo picks up this idea and uses a stylized and reproduceable
graphic of the grey field and stonework of the Lamb. The colors
are those of France, blue, white and red.
logo design:
Anne Lythgoe, OP
From Dominican Life | USA
Wiy, domlife.org

(Continued on page 3)




(Continued from page 2)
Donations for the restoration of
the Prouilhe may be sent to
Dominican Sisters of Hope
Pennies for Prouilhe
Sr. Madeleine Tacy, OP
856 Tucker Road
N. Dartmouth, MA 02747-3531

The Parable Conference is looking for a few good
people, one from the Lay Dominicans of the Western
Province. Here is the letter inviting participation:

Dear Prospective Board Member:

The Order of Preachers, founded by Dominic de
Guzman in 1216, began with a small band of friars
and nuns responding to a crisis of preaching in the
Church. Since the founding of the first monastery of
nuns in Prouilhe, France in 1206, 800 years ago,
preachers have been raised up in all parts of the
world. Today the Order stretches across five conti-
nents and Dominicans—sisters, laity, associates,
nuns, friars, and volunteers—serve in over 100
countries.

From the depth of this profound tradition, I invite
you to consider placing your name in nomination for
membership on the Parable Board of Directors. To-
gether we stand amidst exciting and challenging
times. Since 1976, Parable Conference has initiated
and supported collaborative efforts among the mem-
bers of the Order of Preachers in the US, and within
the broader church, for the sake of promoting
authentic and effective preaching of the Christian
Gospel.

2006 marks Parable’s 30" anniversary of service
to the Order and the Church. It also signals a revi-
talized and renewed commitment to the holy preach-
ing. Parable is deeply committed to the work of col-
laboration as an act of preaching and, as a pathway
to a new consciousness that recognizes and em-
braces the truth of our diversity and oneness in God.

As a Board member you would:

1 be intricately involved in unfolding a renewed vi-
sion for advancing the preaching mission of the
Order.

2 be immersed in creating new avenues for exer-
cising the preaching charism in ways that are
true and relevant to the needs of our 21% century
Church and world.

3 Dbe instrumental in building bridges and fashion-
ing new works of collaboration.

4 experience and share the gifts and fruits of the
Holy Spirit manifested through your sister and
brother Board members.

The enclosed materials are offered to give you a
broader and more in-depth picture of the life and
work of Parable Conference. If you have any ques-
tions as you reflect on the information provided,
please do not hesitate to call me at the Parable of-
fice.

Thank you for giving your time to reflectively con-
sider Parable’s invitation to offer your name for the
discernment of potential Board members.

Sincerely,
Connie Schoen, OP
Executive Director

If you are interested in serving on the Parable
Board of Directors, please let me know:
(kwoodsopl@juno.com, or 2619 E. Orange, Tempe,
AZ 85281). | will send you the application form as
well as the supporting information included in the
folder from Parable.

This is an excellent opportunity to become in-
volved with the Dominican Family at the national
level. It is an enriching experience in itself, and the
bonus is getting to know better the friars, sisters,
and nuns who are involved in the work of promoting
preaching, the essential purpose of the Order.

The LPC will support transportation to meetings
of whomever the Executive Committee appoints to
this position.

Karen Woods, OPL



Karen Woods, OPL

At the end of March, | attended the Los
Angeles Archdiocesan Religious Education
Congress in Anaheim, California. It had been
many years since I'd last attended the Con-
gress, but every year | heard about it from
those who did participate. Reports were always
glowing, so | felt ever more and more drawn to go
“next time.” Well, next time finally arrived, and,
compelled as much by the famed quality of the
Congress as the fact that our brother Timothy Rad-
cliffe was speaking at it, | made the journey. It was
all that it was reputed to be.

It becomes a time of renewal for any Christian,
and for Catholics in particular. The wonderful litur-
gies, with several choices of style, frame the three
days and keep the participants on a spiritual “high.”
The speakers are major league. | myself attended
conferences offered by
*  Fr. Michael Crosby (author of The Spirituality of

the Beatitudes), speaking on this Kairos mo-

ment in the Church and on growing up in Faith;

*  Fr. Ronald Rolheiser (author of The Holy Long-
ing and preacher by website as well as in per-
son), speaking on “generative discipleship,” un-
derstanding the heart of the Gospel, and com-
mitment;

*  Sr. Helen Prejean (of Dead Man Walking fame),
speaking on the death penalty;

* Fr. Thomas Reese, SJ, late of America Maga-
zine, speaking on living in the Church today;

and, of course,

* fr Timothy Radcliffe, speaking on freedom (the
theme of the Congress) and hope, and healing
divisions within the Church (a topic he also
wrote about in his latest book, What Is the Point
of Being a Christian? Which he suggested we
buy — 3, 4, 5 copies...)

| felt as if | were at the most ideal retreat possible!
In fact, | bought tapes of the sessions and have

revisited the talks already, and | find myself a bit

“hooked” on Rolheiser’s Holy Longing, to which I'm

listening on tape in the car. A conversion of sorts

certainly took place in Anaheim. It was a time of
exploring different ways of looking at things, as well
as revisiting elements of the spiritual life, and led
me to examine my priorities. It was a very good
time.

' "#1 $on July 16, SJIC
is sponsoring a one day retreat at the Mother-
house of the Dominican Sisters of Mission San
Jose in Fremont, CA. Fr Luke Buckles, O.P.,

will be the facilitator for the day. If you are interested
in attending, please contact: Lydia Guzman
(Guzman2734@sbcglobal.net or 1-408-719-8389)
before 7/01/06 for details.

— Lydia Guzman, OPL
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On Friday, April 28,
2006, members of
the St. Mary Mag-
dalene Chapter
headed up to
Flagstaff for their
annual chapter re-
treat. Our destina-
tion was the Catho-
lic Renewal Center located in downtown Flagstaff in
the high pine country two hours north of Phoenix.
The retreat center dates from the late 1800's when
it was the Babbitt family mansion (Bruce Babbitt
was governor of Arizona and Secretary of the Inte-
rior under Clinton). In the mid 1900’s it was a con-
vent and then later turned into a retreat center. Ac-
commodations are rustic but adequate and the hos-
pitality is gracious and welcoming. This is the fourth
year our chapter has had our retreat here. The Re-
newal Center also holds a 24 hour adoration chapel.
Our retreat was led by our Religious Assistant,
Fr. Nathan Castle. The retreat was centered around
the 1939 movie “The Wizard of Oz” and entitled,
“Looking for Your Heart's Desire.” Clips of the
movie were viewed and then followed by reflection
and discussion. Sessions included “Looking For
Your Heart's Desire,” “Community-The Common
Journey,” “The False Image of God,” and “Looking
For Your Heart's Desire-Finding Your Truth.” The
final question which I think is pertinent to us all was,
“What have you learned?”
Saturday evening was community time and con-

(Continued on page 8)
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For the repose of the souls of

Nina Delay, OPL, Prayer Member, St. Albert Chapter,
15 years professed, May 6;

Louise Merkle, mother of Phil Merkle, OPL (San

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter: Bob Curtis’ daughter —in-
law, Carrie; Margaret Warner’s father; Kathy
Rhody’'s mother;

St. Dominic Chapter: Reynalda Comoe, Therese Lon-

Martin de Porres Chapter), April 25;
Charles Hayes, fr Finbarr’s brother;
Frances Pastorino, OPL, Prayer Member, Holy Rosary

Chapter, 33 years professed, April 17
Julia Kraft, fr Tom®mother, April 11;

Tom O'Hara, father of Mary Cain, OPL, (St Thomas Aquinas

Chapter), March 19.

For those who mourn;

For the victims of natural disasters;, especially as they re-

build;

For relief of hunger in our world, especialy in Africa;

For a peaceful solution to international hostilities, and for our
service men and women in the Middle East;;

For those who are ill among our brothers and sisters;

For those recommended by the chapters:

St. Thomas Aquinas Chapter: Mary Cain, the twins, and the
rest of the family;

St. Rose of Lima Chapter: Eleanor Janson;,

Bl. Margaret of Castello (Boise): Mark Gross Family; Keenan
Family, Ferguson Family, Stephanie DeNinno, Crystl
Collins , Paul OLeary (military);

St. Joseph Chapter: Sr. Mary Dominic, former RA; Ann
Lozar; Theresa Walker, sister of Gloria Walker; Steve &
Liza, son & granddaughter of J.C. & Jean May; Raul Go-
mez; Steve Fania, brother of Lydia  Guzman; Karren
Olson; Julie Cote;

St. Albert Chapter: Mary Fabili; Joyce Calagos' 3 year-old
cousin Justin Estabillo; Janelle Viglini, Eufemia Vispiras;
Nina DelLay; Bob Lauritson; Joan Isom;

Holy Rosary Chapter: Sandy Miller, Joyce Timberman, Fran
Sheridan, Gerry Chesley, Susan Walsh, Jane Hoesly,
Terri Mersereau, Bev Posedel, Betty Myers, Georgia
Massey, Juli- jeanne Malloy, Kay Hampton® mother,
Gemma; Mary Ann Colrud who is in need of employment;

Corpus Christi Chapter: Joe Rogus, husband of Claire: Hal and
Rose Tanforan; Vera O Connor;

Queen of Angels Chapter: Luz Montilla, Mary Ann Tavarez;
Rosario Wynn;

Mary Mother of Truth Chapter: Edna and Gordon McMllan
(parents of Frank); Linda Newton; Catherine McCloud-
Everson, Zora Godfrey, Don Nagy, Suzanne Tumblin;
Horence Kudas;

ergan, Joseph Skyles and Maria Valenzuela;

Our brothers: frs Edmund Ryan, Larry Farrell, Raymond
Bertheaux, Vincent Foerstler, Paul C Raftery, Felix
Cassidy, Bede Wiks, Mark Gorski; Finbarr Hayes; Stan
(Fabian) Parmisano; Thomas Hayes; Agquinas Costello;

For all who have been listed on our chapter prayer lines.

For our Dominican sisters and brothers in formation and for
vocations to all branches of the Order.

For the ministries and jobs of our sisters and brothers of the
Dominican Laity;,

For a rebuilding of Iragq and an end to terrorism

For the unborn and for expectant mothers;

For courage and enthusiasm for those called to serve in mission
lands;

For peace in the world, end to tyranny and genocide.

For all who are in our prisons, especially those on death row.
and those who are actually innocent of the crimes for which
they have been sentenced;

Nina DelLay

Nina was born in Italy and grew up in France. She would
have been 85 this August 13h. She looked younger than she
was, and didn't boast of her seniority, as she was wise and for-
ever young at heart. Vivacious, thoughtful, with a twinkle in her
eye, awonderful cook who enjoyed entertaining in her healthier
years, made an outstanding martini, fantastic fudge and shared
generously all her many gifts and talents. Ninawas very crea-
tive and artistic, painted many beautiful pictures, loved to gar-
den and all this in addition to many years teaching at the com-
munity college level.

It was after the death of her husband and parents that Nina
was drawn to the Dominican Laity and from the time of her pro-
fession was very committed to the Order and lived faithfully the
Rule of St. Dominic. She attended Holy Mass at St. Albert's
every day and lived an active life in her chapter as well as main-
taining contact with professional friends.

Nina’s strong faith sustained her during her widowhood as
well as during her years of suffering the debilitating effects of
Parkinson's disease. Her hope and love always remained with
her.

—Anne Regan, OPL
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation
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Breaking News — For those from California, please contact your state legislators and ask them to pass the
ballot initiative AB 2266 (Lieber, D-Mountain View) Death Penalty Moratorium. This bill would place a
moratorium on the carrying out of any executions until certain criteria met. This bill would only become ef-
fective when submitted to, and approved by, the voters of California. Once you log on to www.cacatholic.
org, you can find the California Catholic bishops’ legislative recommendations by clicking on “More Info” at
“Catholic Lobby Day, April, 25, 2006, Human Dignity for All.” At the bottom of the above webpage, click on
“Legislative Information.” Then, scroll down to Find your Senator and Assembly Member by entering
your zip code and enter your zip to find out the names of your California legislators. Word has it that you
can also find contact information for your state legislators in your phone book. Please note that Senator
Feinstein and Senator Boxer are U.S. senators from California, not California state senators. April 25, 2006,
California Catholic Lobby Day, was a perfect day to be a Dominican and to preach the Good News of Jesus
Christ! It was the Feast of St. Mark, the Evangelist. | couldn’t ask for a more appropriate Gospel Reading.
“Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: ‘Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every
creature.” (Mark 16:15-20) It was my privilege to represent San Francisco and the laity of our Western Do-
minican Province when | spoke in support of AB 2266 at the office of my California State Senator, Jackie
Speier.

Those from my generation, who grow up in the 1950s, remember Sergeant Joe Friday from the T.V.
show “Dragnet.” He was often heard to say, “Just the facts, ma’am.” Sister Helen Prejean, who authored
Dead Man Walking, and, The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions (2005,
Random House, New York), stated at a recent talk given in San Francisco, that people would not be in favor
of the death penalty if they were educated about the facts of the issue.

So, following, are some facts about capital punishment.

On August 8, 2001, on the Feast of St. Dominic, the General Chapter of
the Order of Preachers at Rhode Island sent “An Appeal to the International
Community.” The document is found online at http://www.dominicains.ca/
providence/english/documents/appeal.htm. The statement includes the follow-
ing.

The 2001 General Chapter of the Order of Preachers calls upon all the
states of the international community to abolish the death penalty, without delay
and in all circumstances and to call for a moratorium on executions.

In the name of the Christian faith and of principles common to our humanity, the General Chapter calls
on all people of good will, and especially Catholics, to work ardently for the abolition of the death penalty.

The death penalty goes against the political virtue of clemency. Not only does it destroy the life of the
person it is applied to, but it also injures the dignity of the citizens in whose name it is pronounced or ap-
plied. Moreover, judicial statistics indicate that this punishment is not dissuasive. They also show that the
death penalty is often applied in a discriminatory way to the detriment of the most deprived, particularly of
those who belong to minorities. By its definitive character, the application of the death penalty deprives the
condemned of all possibility of amending their ways and also of the faculty of making reparation for the
prejudice done to their victims. Moreover, by its irreversible character, it also deprives society of all means
of review in the case of judicial error. It places the burden of responsibility for the death of an innocent per-
son on the citizens, in whose name the verdict was given. Therefore, taking on as its own the call for a
moratorium made by Pope John Paul Il (Christmas 1998), the General Chapter of the Order of Preachers
asks all Governments that have not yet abolished the death penalty to suspend executions without delay.
For the latest statement made by Dominicans for Justice and Peace at the United Nations, log on to their
website at http://un.op.org/news/ and scroll down to the April 18, 2005 statement made by Dominicans for




Justice and Peace and 11 other NGOs, reiterating their stand against the death penalty and calling on the
world community to "seek alternatives to the death penalty that reflect intelligence, civility, compassion and
justice." The statement also refers to the progress made to abolish capital punishment and encourages all
governments that have not done so to abolish the practice.

In 2005, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops began a Catholic Campaign to End the Use
of the Death Penalty. Learn about it at http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/deathpenalty/. The U.S. Catho-
lic bishops also published a Dec. 2005 pamphlet titled, “A Culture of Life and the Death Penalty." online at
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/penaltyofdeath. pdf.

If you meet people who are families of murdered victims, or, who know families of murdered victims, re-
fer them to the organization called “Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation.” Their phone number is
617-868-0007. Locate them online at www.mvfr.org Email: info@mvfr.org.

Now that you have read about some of the truths about the death penalty, please write your governor to
abolish the death penalty in your state. In our Western Dominican Province only Alaska and Hawaii don’t
impose capital punishment.

Maryanne Thacker, OPL, Promoter of Formation

Dear Dominican Sisters and Brothers

On Saturday, May 13" the formation directors and formation team members from the 4 Arizona chapters
will gather together for informal discussion and brainstorming. Our dialogue will be based on the following
guestions:

1. Inyour chapter this year, what have you done well and what can you do better?

2. Based on the goal and objectives of our Second-Year Study Plan, how can we provide structure
and improve upon Candidate formation?

3. Brainstorming! What should an On-Going Formation Study Plan contain? How might it serve pro-
fessed members?

Good questions for dialogue with your chapter brothers and sisters. If you find time for an evaluation of
your formation programs, please pass it on to me so | can share it with the Provincial Council this
June 22-25".

The Dominican quest for truth is never final or complete. Over and over, deeper and deeper, it leads us to
the greatest Truth. My prayer includes gratitude and hope for continued excellent Dominican formation.
Our tradition of a constant pursuit of truth does make the world a better place for all of us as we pass on
the grace we have been given.

Note — new email address: MAThacker44@aol.com

Ed. Note: During the 2006-2007 fiscal year, we will finish polishing the Candidates’ formation program and
begin work on guidelines for ongoing formation. There will not be prescribed content for ongoing formation
as there is for the Inquirers’ and Candidates’ programs, but rather assistance to formation teams in design-
ing good ongoing formation and in carrying it out. Maryanne will seek the help of the chapters in voicing
their needs, their ideas, and their most successful programs. We count on you to respond!




(Continued from page 4)

sisted of a very competitive, high spirited Wizard of
Oz trivia game. We split into two teams and learned
just how competitive some of our Chapter members
really are. This game was followed by a round of Ap-
ples to Apples which lasted over two hours. Apples
to Apples is a great and fun way to get to know chap-
ter members better.

Many of our chapter members contributed to the
weekend to help make it successful. A beautiful pro-
gram was put together by chapter member Gilbert
Meija and wonderful little reminders of the Land of
OZ were contributed by Kathy Rhody. We were
blessed to have music ministry members from the
Northern Arizona University Newman Center come
over and lead us in song during our weekend
Masses.

We left early Sunday afternoon renewed as in-

dividuals and as a community.
— Margaret Warner, OPL
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MLC,, member of the Canadian Province but tied

in heart to the Western Province as well, celebrated
their first life professions on April 29, the 6th anniver-
sary of their founding. The Mass with professions
was beautiful and an amazing choir of adults and
children volunteered to sing for us. For me, though,
and maybe for all of us who made profession, it was
such a special experience just to make that commit-
ment, that probably everything else was in the back-
ground. Now, as the expression goes, it's the begin-
ning of the rest of our lives.

We were lucky to have Monsignor Jensen, a vicar
general for the archbishop with us - he is at St. An-
drew® parish where 4 of our members are parishion-
ers, but in coming, he represented the archdiocese
too. Plus almost all our local Dominican brothers
were there - only 2 missing.

Making profession (front row in the picture, left to
right): renewing: Elisa Mohammed; life profession:
Sarah Jago, Esther Fajardo, Catherine Neuge-
bauer, Estrella Mafiago, and Josephine Alberto.
Also in the picture are all our members with Fr. Jo-
seph and Br. Thomas (at left) from the Viethamese
Dominican convent, Fr. Guy Rivard, OP (Religious
Assistant) and Fr. Claude Noél, OP, from St. Mary's,
and 5 of the Vietnamese Lay Dominicans (standing
in middle and back rows, right side). Their chapter,
St. Thomas De, is in its first few years, and they are
expecting 30-40 three year professions this summer.

Cathy Neugebauer, OPL

*($4 "#!' $HContinue is a key word for
St. Andrew® Chapter. At our February meeting
we continued our transition from reciting to chanting
the Psalms in the Liturgy of Hours. We are accumu-
lating various Psalm Tones, including several from or
based on Gregorian Chant. We continued our read-
ings from Dominicana. We also continued studying
Paul with a talk by Moderator John De La Fontaine
on Introduction to Paul and his Working Format.
Finally, we continued planning our upcoming re-
treat and attending to other Chapter business.
— Roger Vignocchi, OPL

5 /6# "#! $When the call for
help went out for Lay Dominican Katrina victims, |
shared my thoughts and your emails with my friend
and fellow parishioner at Holy Rosary Church
(Antioch), Rosie Ingle, the “Quilt Lady,” about how |
wished we could do something for the people af-
fected by the hurricane. What a perfect match, her
quilts, our Lay Dominicans, and so the dream be-
came a reality. Rosie mentioned our project to a
friend who is manager of a quilt shop, The Cotton
Patch in Lafayette, CA, and the owner of the shop
offered enough fabric to make six complete quilts.
Rosie supplied the rest of the material and made up
kits for the quilting group. | know nothing about sew-
ing, but | wanted to be a part of it, too, so a few oth-
ers and | did the easy stuff. We were able to com-
plete 24 quilts to be distributed to the Lay Domini-
cans of the hurricane disaster area from the Quilters
of Holy Rosary of Antioch, CA. The quilts were ac-
cepted by the St. Rose of Lima Chapter, who mailed
them to the Southern Province provincial treasurer,
William Malloy, for distribution.

— Barbara Karabinos, OPL




Fr Jude Siciliano, OP

Four years ago, at a national meeting of the Pro-
moters of Preaching of the US congregations and
provinces, we had a discussion about our charism
of preaching and how we all share in it. There are
many opportunities for preaching and we learned
about the creative ways the friars and sisters are
currently preaching. We also discussed what qualifi-
cations we thought a member of the Order should
have to be a prepared preacher. | am sharing the
Promoters@Preaching Guidelines with you. | think
you will find them interesting and inspiring: preach-
ing is alive and well among Dominicans in the U.S.

Guidelines for Dominican Preachers

Preaching is one of the principal means by
which the Church carries out its responsibility for the
ministry of the Word of God. Together with
evangelization, catechetical formation, and theologi-
cal instruction, preaching holds a primary place in
the proclamation of the Christian message (canon
761).

As the Primary Constitution of the Order of
Friars Preachers makes clear, the Order of
Preachers has a privileged mandate to preach
God's Word in fulfillment of its very nature. "You
have given yourself to the proclamation of the Word
of God, preaching the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ throughout the world." (LCO 1). From the be-
ginning of the Order, local communities were known
under the title sacra praedicatio (the sacred preach-
ing). The work of evangelization that inspired the
foundation of the Order was not normatively homi-
letic preaching during Eucharist, but catechetical
preaching in any context where adult faith formation
could take place. The Dominican family, nuns,
sisters, laity, and friars, ordained and non-
ordained together are called as sacra praedica-
tio to be ministers of the Word.

Preaching the Word of God is an exercise of
Christ® prophetic office in which all Christian believ-
ers share (Lumen Gentium, no. 12). Through their
baptism and confirmation, all have received the
commission of the Lord to "make disciples of all na-
tions." (Mt. 28:19). By virtue of their baptism, all the
faithful share in the ministry of the Word, and are

called to live lives grounded in and animated by the
Gospel. Enlivened by the Spirit of truth, the people
of God partake in the true ministry of the Word of
God by the witness of their persevering faith and
ceaseless charity, with praise of God always on
their lips (Lumen Gentium, no. 12).

A principal duty of the ministry of bishops,
priests, and deacons is the proclamation and
preaching of the Word. To many others, though, a
special gift to proclaim and to share the Word is
given. These qifts, freely given by the Spirit, are to
be ordered and used for the common good of the
People of God. Thus, it is in a spirit of coopera-
tion and collaboration that all those called to
preach, ordained and non-ordained, endeavor to
proclaim God's Word to the ends of the earth.

When non-ordained Catholics have the opportu-
nity to share in the ministry of the Word, they do so
in virtue of their Christian baptism and confirmation
in cooperation with the bishop, presbyters (canons
759 and 766), and religious community. However,
as with priests and deacons, all persons who are in-
vited and admitted to preach must be suitably quali-
fied both by the witness of their lives as Christians
and by an appropriate and adequate preparation for
preaching.

With this in mind, the following qualifications are
recommended:

Personal Development

1. Demonstrates a healthy personal maturity.

a. Recognizes and appreciates one®
own talents and growth areas.

b. Is able to set realistic goals and priori
ties for one® self.

c. Uses prudence, consistency, and
common sense in judgments and
behaviors and accepts conse-
guences of one® own decisions.

d. Maintains physical, emotional, spiri-

tual, and psychological well-being.

2. Demonstrates a healthy interpersonal
maturity.

a. Relates maturely and openly with
others: women and men, people of
various cultures, those in authority.

b. Is able to tolerate shortcomings in

others and accept criticism of one® own
actions.
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3. Demonstrates a healthy spiritual maturity.
a. Articulates a baptismal call to service and
preaching and understands leadership as
service to the community.

b. Maintains an appropriate personal rhythm of

prayer, reflection and discernment under

the guidance of a spiritual director and in

a healthy religious community.

c. Cultivates a living appreciation of scripture.

d. Is able to balance personal and vocational
commitments with ministry.

e. Is committed to ongoing spiritual develop-
ment within a Eucharistic faith community.

f. Is committed to helping others deepen their
relationship with God.

g. Demonstrates an awareness of the Church®
mission to society, especially in the com-
passion shown to those in need.

4. Critical Thinking

a. Imbues preaching with sound, current, Catho-
lic theology based on the Scriptures and
reflective of the teachings of Vatican II.

b. Incorporates Christian psychological, anthro-
pological, and sociological principles
within various preaching contexts.

c. Incorporates an understanding of the liturgical
year and its relationship to preaching.

d. Appreciates the various forms of Catholic
spirituality and values and invites diversity

within the parish community.

e. Understands theological reflection and social
analysis methodologies and can incorpo-
rate them in preaching.

f. Is thoroughly familiar with the document Ful

filled in Your Hearing: The Homily in the

Sunday Assembly, published in 1982 by

the United States Bishops@ommittee on

Priestly Life and Ministry.

5. Communication Skills

a. Demonstrates effective communication skills
in the worship context.

b. Identifies, selects, and uses appropriate
resources for effective preaching.

c¢. Understands and adapts to differing ages,
genders, and cultures within the worship
community.

d. Effectively uses both verbal and nonverbal
skills in preaching.

e. Is open to evaluation, critique, and improve-
ment of homiletic skills.

6. Animates an enthusiastic and reflective re-
sponse, guided by the Holy Spirit, to the Gospel and
the Church® mission.
a. Is able to relate the Word of God to the
context of people® lives.
b. Articulates the vision of both the local and
universal Church and the Dominican
Order and inspires both an individual and
communal response to that mission.
c. Has a basic understanding of the social
justice teachings of the Church.

7. Global Perspective

a. Understands, appreciates, and functions with
the knowledge that the parish and the
religious community are part of the univer-
sal Church.

b. Understands the parish and community® role
within both the diocesan and civic commu-

nity and promotes collaboration.

c. Is aware of the ecumenical and interfaith
dimensions of preaching.

d. Recognizes and promotes solidarity with all
humanity and the earth.

8. Theological and Homiletic Study
a. Has knowledge of the following, equivalent to
two semester credits (graduate or under-
graduate) in each:
Synoptic Gospels
John
Paul
Introduction to Hebrew Scriptures
Christology
Ecclesiology
Sacramental or Liturgical Theology
Spirituality
Foundations of Moral Theology
Social Analysis
Homiletic Theory and Practicum
b. In addition, Dominican preachers are strongly
recommended to certificate or degree-
oriented preacher training programs, such  as
those of Aquinas Institute of Theology, diocesan
preaching institutes, or lay
ministry formation programs.
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(Continued from page 10)

9. Ongoing Formation and Study
Continues throughout one® ministry to update
one® knowledge in the above areas.

10. Authorization to Preach

Priests and deacons receive the faculty to

preach at their ordination.

Non-ordained preachers are to be recommended
or endorsed by a religious superior or
pastor, in accordance with diocesan guide
lines or norms for preaching when they

apply.

CONCLUSION

During these times of change, it is important that
the quality of preaching be held in high regard. Re-
gardless of who is preaching, it is necessary that the
person be qualified theologically, spiritually, and
pastorally. It is a special characteristic of our day that
the faithful demand the best in the quality of preach-
ing by ordained and non-ordained ministers alike.
This heightened concern for the Word of God and
the need for a contemporary interpretation of that
Word will, it is hoped, result in a renewal of the art
and ministry of preaching in our time.

Adapted from:

Norms for Preaching in the Diocese of Milwaukee, W1
(1994, Archbishop
Rembert G. Weakland, OSB);

Guidelines for Lay Preaching, Diocese of Great Falls
Billings, MT
(1996, Bishop Anthony Milone);

Guidelines for Lay Preaching, Diocese of New Ulm,
MN (1999, Bishop
Raymond Lucker);

The Charism of Preaching for Men and Women of the
Order of Preachers, Theological Commission on Preaching
(commissioned by the 1998 General Chapter of Bologna,
sec.42, for discussion at the 2001 General Chapter
of Providence).

6 /*/. #* *
I*  $#* .
SANTA SABINA [May 1, 2006] An extraordinary

event is taking place in Prouilhe, France. A gathering
of all the International Councils and Commissions of

$#/ *#) 66/ | *

the Order, nuns, brothers, sisters, laity, youth and
volunteers will meet there from April 28 to May 4.
This gathering is being called by the Master of the
Order, bro Carlos Azpiroz Costa, OP, as part of the
800th anniversary of the preaching mission of the
Order

US Dominicans who are participating include:
Dusty Farnan, OP (Adrian) North American Co-
Promoter of Justice, Peace and Care of Creation and
Eileen Gannon, OP (DLC/sparkill) NGO Represen-
tative to the United Nations /New York. Philippe Le-
Blanc, OP (Canada) will also attend as the North
American Co-Promoter of Justice, Peace and Care
of Creation and Gemma Doll, OP (Great Bend)
North American representative to Dominican Sisters
International (DSI).

According to a recent letter from Fr. Chrys
McVey, OP, the meeting is being called to reflect on
new ways of collaboration in mission., The celebra-
tion will be mark by sharing what it is that unites us,
and rediscovering in us that spark ignited by
Dominic’s vision within each branch of the Family.

The letter asks that all the branches of the Family,
in their own places, to join in prayer and in liturgical
celebration, with the participants in Prouilhe.

The groups meeting in Prouilhe include:
Promoters General of the Order
International Commission of Nuns
General Council of the Friars
Coordinating Council of Dominican Sisters

International
International Commission of Laity
International Justice and Peace Commission
Board of Dominican Volunteers International
International Council of International

Dominican Youth Movement

from www.DomLife.org

used with permission.

Dominican Life | USA is a project of the Dominican Leadership
Conference, the networking organization of Dominican leaders in
the US.
Web Editor: Anne Lythgoe, OP
Dominican Leadership Conference
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St. Albert Chapter: Phyllis Sale, LPC Rep; El-
len Logue, Alternate;

St. Joseph Chapter: Lucia Eivers Treasurer;

San Martin de Porres Chapter: Bill McHugh, for-
mation director; Katie Holso, secretary; Clara
Bjornson, treasurer, Isabel Delgado, counselor;
Bill McHugh, LPC Rep (2007); Julieta Gonzalez,
alternate;

v

The Dominican Tradition: Spirituality in History Se-
ries, by Phyllis Zagano, Thomas McGonigle, OP; Li-
turgical Press, June 2006. Available for pre-order at
Amazon.com for $9.72.

According to the Editorial Review at Amazon.
com: “St. Dominic took to heart Jesus’ charge to
make disciples of all nations. He founded a religious
community, the Order of Preachers, which differed

from most orders of his day. Instead of insisting that
the faithful come to church institutions to be fed
spiritually, Dominic trained preachers who traveled

to spread the Gospel.”

The Dominicans continue to flourish today. The
Dominic Tradition, the first in a spirituality anthology
series, provides readers a window into Dominican
spirituality. You will learn the core values that shape
their way of life. Mostly, you will come to realize that
the spiritual legacy established by Dominic is as vi-
brant today as it was centuries ago.”

On August 5, at Mission Dolores Basilica, new
San Francisco Archbishop George Niederauer will
celebrate Mass with members of the Lay Orders
(Carmelites, Dominicans, Franciscans) in the Bay
Area. For more information, contact Gloria Serpa
(Corpus Christi Chapter) - gserpaopl@yahoo.com.
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