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�� � � Corpus Christi Chapter on its 40th 
anniversary, celebrated on October 30; 
     Mickey Adelhardt, Wayne McCor-
mack, Ed and Michele Fisher, and 
Beth Schrock, received (Al Vitale was 
unavoidably absent and will be received 
at a later date); RoseAnn Milano and 
Vicki Turner, first professions;  Linda 
Nowlin renewal (St. Catherine of Siena 
Chapter).�
�� � � Joyce Calagos, OPL, and the San 
Francisco Organizing Project (SFOP), 
awarded a certificate of 
achievement by the Archdio-
cese of San Francisco  “In rec-
ognition of outstanding accom-
plishments to break the cycle of 
poverty and build community”; 
      Kitty Fritz and Jim Serio, 
received; Mary Catherine 
Hutchinson, Richard Leo-
pold, and Penny Levy, 
(Harrison Kingsley at a later 
date) first profession; Patricia 
Labun and Michael Lieske, 
renewal; Kathy Rhody, life profession, 
October 22  (St. Mary Magdalene 
Chapter);           
     Ofelia Barretto, Life Profession;   
Oscar Parra and Roger Vignocchi, 
Temporary Professions (St. Andrew 
Chapter); 
�� � � Twelve student brothers who re-
newed their commitment to our way of 
life at St. Albert’s, August 30: Dismas 
Sayre, James Moore, Augustine Hi-
lander, Dominic DeMaio, Jeremiah 
Loverich, Raphael Salzillo, Peter Do, 
Isaiah Mary Molano, Michael 
Amabisco, Stephen Lopez, Christo-
pher Fadok, Giovanni Dahl, John 
Marie Bingham, Sadok Glau, Lupe 

Gonzalez; 
            Two young men were vested 
with our habit at St. Dominic’s and be-
gan their novitiate, September 1: Br.  
Ambrose Sigman and Br. Dominic 
David Maichrowicz; 
            Three brothers professed their 
simple vows: Br. John Baptist Duc 
Nguyen (for the Vietnamese Vicariate), 
Br. Athanasius Cho and Br.  
Emmanuel Taylor, September 3; 
            Sr. Mary of the Sacred Heart, 
Corpus Christi Monastery, golden jubi-

lee celebrated September 
10; 
    the Oakford Sisters, 
50th anniversary as the 
Western Region, cele-
brated September 17; 
    St. Vincent Ferrer 
Church in Vallejo, 150th 
anniversary, celebrated 
September 24;   
    fr Thomas Paul 
Chrysostom Raftery, on 
the golden jubilee of 

priesthood, September 24; 
            fr Augustine Thompson whose 
book: Cities of God: The Religion Of 
The Italian Communes 1125-1325 has 
been published; 
            fr Gregory Tatum, whose doc-
toral dissertation: “New Chapters in the 
Life of Paul” has been accepted for 
publication by the Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly Monograph Series;  

            fr Ken Gumbert who won the 
2005 Gabriel Award (like an Oscar) for 
religious documentaries in recognition 
of his documentary Saving Grace, 
about the Church in Czechoslovakia 
under Communism.  
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05th August 2004 

The text of Providence / USA 2001 (321-325) speaks of places of impor-
tance for the history of our Dominican family, our holy places as a part of 
the mission which is entrusted to us.  
     I know that Prouilhe and Fanjeaux are dear to every Dominican heart; 
they are our heritage to take care. They are our Holy places and if the 
psalms can say ‘In Zion, my mother, all are born,’ perhaps it could be said 
that in Prouilhe, our mother, all Dominicans are born. It is our birthplace, the 
cradle of the Order.  
     In the 1206 or 1207 Dominic gathered nine women there to form a community. He believed that their life 
together would say something to the world… that they, by their existence, would be a prophetic sign and be 
mysteriously fruitful for the Order and the salvation of the world. He dared to call them the Holy Preaching 

of Prouilhe. Nine years later it was from Prouilhe that Dominic sent the 
brothers throughout the world.  
     At the revolution the community was dispersed and not a stone was 
left in place. One hundred years passed before nine sisters were sent 
from a monastery called Naye to refound the monastery.  

A new International Community 

     As we approach the year 2006 – 2007, nearly 800 years later, once 
again, 9 women have come to Prouilhe.  
     Desiring renewed vitality, the community of Prouilhe asked that their 
monastery be reconfigured as an international community of 

nuns.” (323) Therefore, in accordance with the Petition n° 325, this reconfiguration began on 2nd of Febru-
ary 2003 by the arrival of nuns from foreign countries and the appointment of a new prioress by the Master 
of the Order. The community is now made up of 30 nuns coming from 9 different countries. We believe, like 
our Father Dominique did, that their life together is mysteriously fruitful for the Order and the world. We de-
sire to be a sign of the universality of the Order and the Church, as a microcosm of the world we desire to 
be a sign of spiritual globalisation, a Holy Preaching, in this place where heresies loom very close (there are 
Levebvrists in the area) and where so many people come who are thirsting for God.  

A mission for the Dominican family 

     More and more people are coming to Prouilhe. We are on the route of St. Jacque of Compostelle and 
we are quite near to Carcassonne, which is the second most visited sight in France outside of Paris. What 
do these people see, touch, and hear of Dominic when they pass? Who welcomes them? They are certainly 
learning a great deal about Cathares.  
     The Acts of the Chapter of Providence also mentioned that, “ the nuns (of Prouilhe) are interested in 
having on the same site members of other branches of the Dominican family in order to represent and fulfil 
the common mission of the Order.” (323) How can we go farther with this?  
     The Dominican family and pilgrims following the footsteps of Dominic are coming to Prouilhe to be re-
newed, and to deepen their knowledge and understanding of Dominican history and spirituality. There 
seems to be a growing need for this as initial and continuing Dominican formation. It would be wonderful if 
the Dominican family could collaborate in a common project of developing means to transmit the riches of 
our Dominican tradition. Could small international communities of apostolic sisters or brothers come to Fan-
jeaux and Prouilhe? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the site could be developed in order to receive Dominican 

(Continued on page 3) 

Monastère Sainte-Marie-de-
Prouilhe�
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family gatherings and where all Dominicans could feel at home and welcome to pray, study, preach, and 
celebrate together?  

A means to this end: the buildings 

     What a relief it would be for us if our liturgical space could be renovated and consolidated to become a 
sacred space both simple and beautiful… an oasis for people who are thirsting for God. For the moment it is 
not adapted to the needs of the community, nor for those who come to pray 
with us. It is cold and windy in the winter, it rains inside, it is dark at midday 
on the brightest of a summer day, the acoustics are bad and it is not acces-
sible to the sisters or persons who are old and handicapped. It was never 
finished.  
     Our old guest house could be renovated in order to be up to standards 
and adapted so that those who desire to come and pray in the shadow of 
the monastery especially for silent retreats for study or rest … if you cannot 
find a place to be in silent prayer in a Dominican monastery to whom will 
seekers turn?  
     With all this in heart and mind, a piloting comity [sic] has been working 
for about 2 1/2 years. This comity has brought together competent men and 
women who are friends of Prouilhe and Sister who represents the apostolic sisters in France and brother 
Philippe Jeannin who has for mission to coordinate the project. They elaborated an architectural program, 
which brought into consideration the whole site and the place of liturgical celebration.  
     In the meantime, we asked the provinces and the congregations to send us names of architects who 
have worked successfully for the Order. About 50 were contacted and we received over 20 answers. Four 
architects from this group were chosen to come up with designs (an Italian, a German and two French).  
At what stage are we now? We have the 4 architectural designs but, for the moment, the community has not 
yet chosen the architect. They desire to have time to reflect with other Dominicans in order to weigh the con-
sequences and make these decisions with the support of their partners in the mission.  
     We are aware that, with you, we have been entrusted a heritage of the Order that needs to be preserved 
for further generations. As you can imagine, this project requires human and financial resources. It is a proj-
ect that we the nuns can’t carry alone and besides it is very important that we be faithful to our vocation as 
nuns of the Order and in the consolidation of the international community. So I confide all this to your prayer.  

Sister Claire Rolf, OP 
From http://www.krakow2004.dominikanie.pl/eng/homilies.php?txt=capitulum/en/hom/speech06.html  

Pennies for Prouilhe:  Dominican Sisters of Hope, Pennies for Prouilhe, Sr. Madeleine Tacy, OP,  
856 Tucker Road, N. Dartmouth, MA 02747-3531 
 

 

 

Yet another significant anniversary is drawing near: the eighth centenary of the foundation of the 
Monastery of Prouilhe, cradle of the Holy Preaching at the beginning of our Order. We must celebrate 
it with joy and hope! As the Providence General Chapter expressed so well: “The mission of Dominicans 
to hand on the fruits of contemplation by preaching and teaching cannot be properly lived without due 
reference to this originating source. The rivers of living water need the deep, hidden spring if they are to 
continue to communicate God’s life to a world thirsting for Truth.”  
 

From http://www.krakow2004.dominikanie.pl/engdoc.php?txt=capitulum//en/doc/capdoc01.html 
The Relatio of fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa, OP, Master of the Order  
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Continued from last issue:  
Why Does Someone want to be a Lay Dominican?   
    At the end of the inquiry and candidacy periods, 
the Lay Dominican makes his/her first promises for 
a limited time, during which the process of discern-
ment continues in order to be sure that the call s/he 
hears is authentic.  Eventually, the Lay Dominican 
promises to live according to the Rule for the rest of 
his/her life, come what may.  It is a step taken with 
profound hope and trust. 
    The pursuit of holiness for a Dominican is not 
only a personal journey, but also one in which s/he 
seeks to take others along.  Basically, that pursuit 
requires that Lay Dominicans be Sacramental 
Catholics of some maturity,  
· that their life style and situation are such that 

they can legitimately and validly be Sacramental 
Catholics,  

· that they nurture within themselves the virtues 
and Beatitudes in order to witness to the Good 
News, and  

· that they strive to be above the merely stan-
dard -- to be truly holy.   

They are conscious of their role of giving example 
to others, of inspiring and leading others in the 
Way, and of being a vibrant part of the worshiping 
assembly. 
    Lay Dominicans study in order to be ready to ful-
fill that role, in order to support and defend the 
Catholic faith and teachings.  They are in love with 
the Church and project that love to others.  Domini-
cans have always been known as defenders of the 
Church and of doctrine.  Theology is our specialty. 
    In a Dominican community, one should perceive 
palpable signs of  charity:  respect, gentleness, un-
derstanding, appreciation, affection.   While the Do-
minican style is to discuss, even to argue 
(disputation), the freedom to express oneself is 
measured out gently, with consideration of the oth-
ers.  Speech is moderated with virtue.  Opinions are 
received with respect even in disagreement, re-
membering that the outcome of disputation is not 
necessarily agreement -- it isn’t necessary to “win” -
- but the sharing of bits of individual wisdom and 
leaving the discussion with more to think about than 
one came with at the start.   
    Lay Dominican community  requires that every-

     . 
 
 

KAREN’S KALENDAR (so far) 
November 12-13:  Visitation, St. Albert 
Chapter 
 
 

one be responsible to it, cooperative,  considerate, 
and generous with his/her talents, time, and self.  
One’s personal presence is a matter of concern to 
the whole community.  When the group has chosen 
an activity, only the most pressing reasons would 
keep any member from participating in it.  Commu-
nity is a priority with Lay Dominicans, particularly be-
cause the community does not live together but 
rather meets regularly.   
     Leadership within a Dominican community is a 
service, a calling from the community itself, to which 
everyone responds with his or her best efforts.  
There is no “superior” in a Lay Dominican commu-
nity as there is in the religious community.  There is 
no vow of obedience to a person, instead a “vow” -- 
sacred promise -- to live the Rule and Statutes.  
There is a cooperative group of servants, the coun-
cil, that leads,  moderates, and coordinates accord-
ing to the will of the community and one leader 
among them who makes sure that community life 
runs smoothly.  That means that every member of 
the chapter is responsible for the quality of chapter 
life, and each fulfills that responsibility by their spirit 
of cooperation and generosity. 
     Formation, ongoing study for Dominicans, is also 
the responsibility of every member of the chapter.  
One member leads or has oversight, but others 
share in the role of formator and all assist or partici-
pate in some way.   Formation is the serious busi-
ness of the chapter. 
     Given that a person becomes a Lay Dominican 
in order to live out the charism (preaching as an out-
come of prayer and study within community) and to 
witness to the joy of a lively relationship with God, 
anyone committing him/herself to Dominican life has 
the singular goal of personal holiness and the pur-
pose of helping others realize their salvation.  Sup-
porting that goal and purpose is a constant and 
deep prayer life, especially through liturgical prayer.  
It is not an ancillary commitment, but one that im-
bues and integrates one’s whole life. 
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� �� �
 � �5�Suzi King's 
 � �/�� 	� � � ������������������������ 	� � � � 5�Mary Hal-
vorson's�/� �
 � ���� � � �5���
8� �� � � �8
 �	� �	�8
 � � �� ���Joe Rogus, 
 � � � � � � �� /�8�� 	�� ��Hal and 
      Rose Tanforan;  Vera  O’Connor; 
F� � � � �� /�' � %� �� �8
 � � �� ����Luz Montilla, Mary Ann  Tavarez; 
      Rosario Wynn;  �
Our brothers:  frs Vincent Foerstler,  Bede Wilks, Mark  
      Gorski; Finbarr Hayes; Stan (Fabian) Parmisano;  
      Thomas Hayes; Gregory Lira; Aquinas Costello. 
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Mary Ann Fesko, OPL, 77, of 
Mesa, AZ with her family by her 
side, went to be with the Lord on 
Sunday Oct. 16, 2005. She was 
the most loving and giving woman 
you could ever know. She was al-
ways willing to serve and volun-
teered her time with the hospital, 
took communion to the sick,  and 

was very active in her Church, St. Timothy©s of 
Mesa, AZ. She is survived by her husband of 56 
years Jacob Fesko, 3 sons, 2 daughters, and 5 
grandchildren.  (From her obituary)   
     Ed. Note: Mary Ann was originally a member of 
the St. Mary Magdalen Chapter and later joined 
Mary Mother of Truth Chapter, closer to home.   
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation 

       “As you did it to one of the least of these…” Matt. 25:40 
     When two members of the Lay Provincial Council representatives told me that people from their Chap-
ters complained that Justice, Peace and Care of Creation was getting too political, I either handed them a 
hard copy of, or, supplied the website address for, the 2003 document of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), “Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility.” Locate it online at http://
www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/bishopStatement.html. The bishops’ statement points out that in the 
Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue; participating in the political process is a moral obliga-
tion to assess issues. Scripture calls us to “choose life,” (Deut. 30:19); to serve “the least of these,” (Matt. 
25:40); and to “be peacemakers.” (Mt. 5:9) I highly recommend that everyone read the aforementioned 
2003 USCCB statement. Allow me to use Gospel passages from Mt. 25:36ff, from the Nov. 20, 2005 Feast 
of Christ the King. I can picture St. Dominic using this Scripture selection to preach about his favorite topic, 
“the salvation of souls!” Jesus’ sayings during the Parable of the Last Judgment are backdrops to describe 
how we can take action on some of our 2005 North American Dominican Call to Action goals. Think of the 
following activities as Christmas gifts that we present to the people affected by the issues. 
     “ I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”  Those 
who hunger and thirst, for justice, (Mt. 5:6) include people from IRAQ. Notify your national legislatures about 
the statement of The Iraq Coordinating Committee (US Dominicans) that urges the US government to plan 
and implement a responsible withdrawal of military forces while also meeting US legal and moral obligations 
to the Iraqi people. The complete ICC text can be found at http://www.op.org/dlc/justiceop/justiceframe.htm. 
Residents of COLOMBIA also hunger and thirst for justice. Please participate in person, or, in prayer, dur-
ing the Nov. 18-20, 2005 convergence at Fort Benning, GA to close the School of the Americas. Many of 
the graduates from the S.O.A. are complicit in the military violence and human rights violations in Colombia. 
Check out the following website, www.soaw.org for further  
information. 
     “ I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  On behalf of IMMIGRATION AND MI-
GRANT WORKER RIGHTS, both our North American Dominican Justice Promot-
ers and the USCCB ask us to notify our civic leaders that we support compre-
hensive immigration reform as embodied in the Secure America and Orderly 
Immigration Act of 2005 (S-1033, and H.R. 2330) introduced by Senator John 
McCain (R-AZ) and Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA.) Learn more at www.
justiceforimmigrants.org. 
     “ I was naked and you clothed me.”  TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN can be averted a 
small bit simply by purchasing Fair Trade coffee every time you buy coffee at Starbucks. You have to spe-
cifically ask for fair trade coffee. The Fair Trade logo guarantees that the workers receive a fair wage. When 
people are paid fair wages they are less likely to search for other jobs that might make them vulnerable to 
trafficking. 
     “ I was sick and you took care of me.”  Dec. 1st is the U.N.’s World AIDS Day. Log on to http://www.
houstonop.org/index.cfm/MenuItemID/229.htm and learn how you can prevent AIDS IN AFRICA by partici-
pating in the Dominican Alliance Africa Care Bear Project. You can order a few Africa AIDS Awareness 
Bears for Christmas gifts at $10.00 each at http://www.divinefunds.com/catalog/product_info.php?
cPath=32&products_id=203. If you want to sell the bears at fundraisers, phone Holy Bears at 1-877-922-
3277 to say that you are a Dominican working with Sister Mary Brenda, O.P. Say that you would like to pur-
chase the Africa AIDS Awareness Bear for $5.00. Remember to make checks out to “Houston Dominican 
Sisters,” and mail checks to Houston Dominican Sisters, c/o Sr. Mary Brenda, OP, 6501 Almeda Rd., Hous-
ton, TX  77021.                                 
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Maryanne Thacker, OPL 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers 
     For most of us another year of Domini-
can formation is well underway.  Perhaps 
there are a few minutes now to stop and think about 
how we are doing and where we are going  within our 
chapter communities.  I hope each chapter has cre-
ated a formation team.  Dominican formation is just 
too important and too much for any one of us to at-
tempt alone.  The writer B. Waugh imparted this wise 
saying, which I like very much because it is so Do-
minican .  “All of us know more than any one of us.”   
     As adults we have lived a lot of life and have a lot 
of wisdom we are eager to share.  Vigorous chapter 
discussions that challenge us to see some truth in 
another’s viewpoint help us in our search to know 
God more completely.  We all bring to chapter meet-
ings the fruits of our study and contemplation.  The 
open exchange of wisdom in community  nurtures 
and transforms the soul. 
     Older members have the task of mentoring new 
members.  Pass on the wisdom so your chapter re-
mains healthy and vibrant.  God is not stagnant and 
we can’t be either. 
     Over dinner a few weeks ago Karen Woods, our 
provincial president, explained to me an important 
reason for the necessity of uniform Inquirer and Can-
didate programs.  The friars and sisters, she pointed 
out, have a uniform geographical location in which to 
be formed such as St. Dominic/St. Albert’s priories or 
the sisters’ Mission San Jose Motherhouse.  As laity, 
formation in a seminary or motherhouse is not practi-
cal, thus the uniform programs. 
     For Inquirers we have the Dominican Laity First 
year Formation Program and for Candidates at the 
present time we have the Western Province Candi-
dates Study Plan.  These two programs are to be 
used by every chapter.  Both programs allow for a 
great deal of flexibility and require creativity from 
every formation director and formation team.  Each of 
our 21 chapters implements these programs differ-
ently, because each chapter is unique with its own 
personality and is always evolving, but the basic 
structure is the same for us all. 
     Finally,  a couple of questions for all of you.  What 

(Continued on page 8) 

      “ I was in prison and you visited me.”  Sister 
Helen Prejean, author of Dead Man Walking, pub-
lished a new book, The Death of Innocents: An 
Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions. Also 
check out http://www.ccedp.org for the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops Campaign Against the 
DEATH PENALTY. 
     I would be negligent if I didn’t encourage you to 
purchase Holy Names Sisters Justice Cards at 
www.globaljusticecards.com. Many of the justice 
cards cover our North American Dominican justice 
issues with photos and descriptions of the topics. 
By acting on behalf of  “one of the least of 
these…” (Mt. 25:40) we incarnate the Real Pres-
ence of Christ, and preach, “God is with us.” We 
proclaim, ‘Emmanuel!’ (Mt. 1:23; 28:20) 

�
+ 
 � � � 
 
 � � �

 
Date: 22 Sep 2005 15:58:44 -0500 
From: "Parable Conference Center" 
<parable@dom.edu> 
Subject: Lands of Dominic pilgrimage 
  
Hello all, 
     Connie Schoen just called from Spain to let eve-
ryone know that the Lands of Dominic pilgrimage is 
underway and going well.  All of the pilgrims are 
having a wonderful time and Connie says she has 
a great story for everyone when she returns about 
4 sisters who got locked in the Torreon, a defense 
tower from the middle ages! 
     They have spent the first part of the week in 
Caleruega, Spain and have had plenty of time for 
rest, they head to France tomorrow and return to 
the States October 10. 
     The nuns in Caleruega send their love and want 
everyone to know that they are praying for all of 
their Dominican brothers and sisters here. 
 
Peace,   
 
Summer Cushman 
Administrative Assistant 
Parable Conference 
7200 West Division St 
River Forest, IL 60305 
708-714-9018 
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is your on-going formation study topic this year?  Is it 
working?  Why or why not?  Has your chapter done 
any thing  wonderful that brought about community?  
If so, please share it with me so I can share it with 
everybody.  “All of us know more than any one of 
us.” 
     As always my prayers are with you and your 
chapter. 

Thacplan2@aol.com 
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By Karen Woods, OPL 
 

          For Dominicans, discussing should be second 
nature.  According to English friar fr Herbert 
McCabe, OP,  what Dominicans do is talk.  And they 
question.  That seems to give us a great framework 
for our discussions in our chapters. 
     In my visits to the chapters, however, I’ve noticed 
a common difficulty in making discussion work.  
When discussion doesn’t work, we resort to lecture 
or reading aloud from a source.  Those tactics are 
hardly lively, and they don’t help us to absorb and in-
tegrate what we study.  We must discuss.  Our Pro-
moter of Formation reminds us often that no one of 
us has all the answers, I’d say not even MOST of the 
answers, and the answers we have are sorely lack-
ing in depth.  We all have bits of the truth, and if we 
can pool those bits, we are all the richer.  Thus we 
discuss and question.  We talk and ask. 
     In response to a plea from some of you, with help 
from several sources, I’ve taken a little time to com-
pose some guidelines for discussion.  If we work at 
it, we can enjoy some enriching formation ses-
sions that keep us studying and thinking long af-
ter we’ve adjourned. 
     So here goes: 
¨     The best size for a group discussion is 6-10; if 

the group is bigger than that, only a few are actu-
ally engaged; 6-10 people have opportunity to 
share insights and still have diversity of percep-
tions. 

¨     A discussion is led by a facilitator whose job it 
is to keep the discussion going, minimizing his/
her own participation in favor of leading the 

group: 
               *recognizing each member who is ready to 
                   speak; 
               *suggesting another question if one has     
                   been exhausted; 
               *making sure that no one dominates; 
               *making sure that the quiet ones get their   
                   chance. 
¨ It isn’t necessary for the small group to return to 

the main group with a report, but if that is what 
the main group wants, then the small group 
needs a recorder. 

¨ The facilitator provides focus with a statement of 
the topic and purpose of the discussion. 

¨ Those wishing to speak indicate in some way that 
is visible to the facilitator and to the speaker of 
the moment and then waits to be recognized. 

¨ Each member of the group keeps his/her re-
marks brief — it is not necessary to give a com-
plete exegesis or argument:  leave something for 
others to add. 

¨ The group members share in such a way as to 
create a potpourri of ideas, each building on what 
another has said, often adding a question to keep 
the discussion moving. 

¨ Periodically, it is good to summarize what has 
been said so far and then to move ahead. 

¨ Allow silences — let no one feel that s/he has to 
jump in to fill them: 

          *They give the reticent members time to          
          speak; 
          *they permit everyone to gather thoughts; 
          *they permit the group to get back on track if   
           the topic has wandered; 
          *they are helpful when a new question has      
     been posed. 
¨ As the time draws to a close, the facilitator asks 

the participants to mention something that will 
lead them to further thought and study;  we 
should go out from a discussion hungry for more. 

¨ ALWAYS acknowledge respectfully the contribu-
tion that others make; 

¨ LISTEN actively and attentively;  
¨ disagree GENTLY, even if firmly, in keeping with 

respect for the speaker and for the conversation 
itself; this is Dominican disputatio! 

¨ GIVE the speaker a chance to clarify; 
¨ DROP any defensiveness that blocks real active 

listening — take a deep breath and be open; 
¨ AVOID pronouncements that bring a questioning 



� � � �� � ��� �� � 	 �
 � � � 
 ��
9 

� � �� � � �� 	 ����
� � � � �� �

or discussion to a screeching halt, like “We can’t  
     talk about or question that — it’s defined!”  Any-
     thing can be questioned and discussed — that’s 
     how we gain understanding. 
¨ MAINTAIN a non-judgmental attitude toward the 

participants and their opinions;  remember that 
we must all be humble questioners. 

¨ Respectfully CHALLENGE one another to be 
clear, to avoid platitudes and simplistic dismiss-
als of members’ very real concerns and confu-
sions. 

The goal of discussion is not necessarily to agree, 
but to open new vistas of emerging understanding, 
to expand our consciousness of our world and its re-
lationship to God and God’s Word, to deepen our 
spiritual lives (and therefore our virtues), and best of 
all, to raise new questions in each member’s mind, 
questions that we are compelled to study in order to 
answer. 
     I’ve garnered these guidelines from several ex-
cellent internet sources, choosing those points that 
are perhaps most applicable to us.  I hope this is 
beneficial to you as you work through your formation 
program, creating interesting, involving, and lively 
meetings! 

 
               

     � � . �* � ! � � � / � � � � � � � � � 0 �� � -
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by Bruce Trigo, OPL 
Provincial Moderator 

[from DomLife Magazine online] 
 

NEW ORLEANS, LA [10/18/05]--There are three 
chapters of Lay Dominicans with about 70 members 
in the Metro-New Orleans Area with 65% living in the 
city of New Orleans. The lost to homes, automo-
biles, and jobs has been catastrophic but fortunately 
there has not been any loss of life.  
     We evacuated all over the country from Florida to 
California and far North as Vermont. We are tempo-
rarily living in hotels and borrowed homes with 
friends, families, and some cases even strangers. 
We have enrolled our children in new schools. We 
had a new baby born in Texas. Some of us are 
separated from our families due to job relocations. 
We have a few who decided to relocate permanently 
but most want to come back and rebuild; some in 
the city and some outside.  

     We have learned how fragile life is. We are learn-
ing that surviving the hurricane was the easy part 
and surviving the aftermath is more difficult. In the 
midst of all this, through the generosity and love of 
God’s people, we have come to know God’s love 
and nearness most profoundly. We have not only 
received but have in turned shared our talents with 
the local communities endearing ourselves to them. 
We have been staying in contact mostly by email, 
mail, and phone but the contact we are all longing 
for is to be together again as a chapter community. 
Unfortunately, six weeks after the hurricane, most of 
the Lay Dominicans from the Metro-New Orleans 
Area are still unable to come home.  
     Many are seeking Lay Dominican chapters near 
where they have evacuated and some are wonder-
ing if they should be thinking about starting a new 
chapter. Here in the Metro-New Orleans Area some 
of us have gathered for the first time since the hurri-
cane. We were 6, representing the St. Dominic and 
Veritas chapters, and we met 22 miles west of New 
Orleans. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dominican Laity in New Orleans gather for their first chap-
ter meeting after Katrina:  from left: Greg Wright, Cynthia 

Donnelly, Bruce Trigo, Linda Pippenger, Deacon John Pip-
penger and Dr. Jim Brown 

 
     We are confident that Lay Dominican life will 
once again be alive and well in this area. Our pray-
ers, thoughts, and warm embraces go out to all 
those who still can not be with us.                
               
The Dominicans in the Photo: 
Greg Wright: Home completely flooded. Family liv-
ing in Shreveport La. He is working in Metairie and 
visits family on weekends. 
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Cynthia Donnelly: First floor of her apartment 
flooded and third story roof damaged but somehow 
she is able to live in her second story apartment. 
Bruce Trigo Home OK. Office damaged. Will be re-
locating to Beaumont Texas for work and will be 
coming home on weekends. 
Linda Pippenger and Deacon John Pippenger: 
Home completely flooded. They are now living and 
ministering in Metairie and Hammond La . 
Dr. Jim Brown: Home OK. Wife delivered while on 
evacuation. 
 

______________________ 
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ROME, Italy [10/21/05]--The Master General of the 
Order of Preachers, Fr. Carlos Azpiroz, partici-
pated in the Synod of Bishops that is being cele-
brated in Rome from October 2 -23 with the theme 
“The Eucharist: source and high point of the life and 
mission of the Church”.  
Here is the complete text of his intervention:  
     Saint Thomas Aquinas helps us to understand 
the mystery of the Eucharist from its reality of 
“memory, presence and anticipation” (past, present 
and future)”. When he speaks of religious life he 
uses, etymologically, the same scheme: Religious 
consecration is “prefigured” in the holocausts of the 
Old Law; religious consecration takes place in the 
sacrifice of Christ who becomes “present” in the 
Eucharist; Religious consecration is the 
“anticipation” on earth of future good. In the Eucha-
ristic Petition, there is mention of the actions of Je-
sus: He “took” bread, “blessed it”, “broke it” and 
“gave it”. In this way, we can speak of the life and 
mission of religious men and women in the Church 
and in the world.  
     “By the mercy of God we have been chosen to 
participate in the life of Jesus” says Fr Pierre 
Claverie, whose blood was spilled in Africa (August 
6, 1996). He states that even more than the loss of 
the sense of sin, we have lost the sense of the love 
and mercy of God who has taken us in his arms. 
“Jesus gives thanks to the Father for our response 
to the call and blesses us” The confirmation of our 
profession on the part of the Church gives objectivity 
to the divine blessing that we have received. The 

blessing of Jesus signifies that in a world of persons 
with no roots, we are rooted in the very intimate life 
of the Trinity. All that which in us is not a sign of the 
transfiguring presence of God “destroys” itself so 
that we can be “handed over” by Jesus to the world. 
In this way we live each day the painful process of 
purification. Christ died to open our eyes and so that 
death would be conquered by love. “Giving is pre-
ceded by being broken open”. In our life and mission 
we need to pass through the paschal experience. 
For that, it is normal and necessary that there exist 
moments of crisis and purification. The joy of con-
version comes from recognizing our poverty, our un-
conscious ambitions and at the same time, the 
mercy of the Lord without which we can do nothing. 
The fruitfulness of our mission depends on God and 
the quality of our service manifests itself in the qual-
ity of our community life and charity well understood 
begins in our home.  
     Saint Catherine of Siena, on her deathbed, whis-
pered: “Be assured that I have given my life for the 
holy Church (cf. Blessed Raymond of Capua, Life of 
Saint Catherine of Siena, Bk 3, Ch 4) Like Cather-
ine, we religious men and women offer our 
“Eucharistic Petition”:  “God eternal, receive the sac-
rifice of our life for the benefit of the mystical Body 
of the holy Church. We have nothing else to give if it 
is not that which you have given us. Take our heart 
and place it over the face of your Spouse” (Cf Letter 
to Urban VI number 371)  
 
Very Reverend Fr. Carlos Alphonso Azpiroz Costa, 
O.P. Master General of the Order of Preachers.  
source: CIDALC news service, translation Doris Regan, 
OP 
 

_____________________ 
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Hoesly will, again be coordinating our annual apos-
tolate of providing Thanksgiving baskets to the poor. 
Chapter members will be assisting in organizing and 
delivering the baskets on Nov. 17, 18 and 19. 
 
     We will be holding our annual bake sale in honor 
of St. Martin DePorres and St. Rose of Lima on De-
cember 11 following all of the morning Masses and 
1:00 p.m. Mass. We will be baking in Siena Hall all 
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day on Friday, Dec. 9 and Saturday, Dec. 10. 
     We are also preparing for our annual cedar chest 
raffle which will be on Tues., Dec. 13. We will be dis-
playing the cedar chest after the morning Masses on 
Sunday, Nov. 27, Dec. 4 and Dec. 11. 
     Because Holy Rosary Church is closed for reno-
vation through most of October and November and 
Siena Hall is being used for Sunday and weekday 
Masses, our regular meetings are canceled until 
January. (We usually do not meet in December any-
way.) We will be having a Mass and brief informa-
tional meeting and announcements on Thurs., Nov. 
3 at Mary Fazio©s house followed by dinner and a 
video on the Life of Pope John Paul II to celebrate 
the Feast of St. Martin DePorres. 
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 � � . 67��Our ongoing formation program this year is 
adventuresome and experimental. Instead of dis-
cussing assigned readings, we are going to discuss 
movies with biblical, spiritual, or moral themes. We 
will view the movies on our own during the month, 
then discuss them in chapter meetings. Some 
months we will have two groups viewing different  
movies on the same theme. Our November meeting 
will discuss "Dead Man Walking." 
     Our group apostolate, the Newman Center li-
brary, will have its grand opening the first weekend 
in December. We are currently working with the St. 
Catherine of Siena parish council regarding the most 
opportune hours to be open and other parish mem-
bers besides the lay Dominicans who might be avail-
able to staff the library. We will have coverage in the 
diocesan newspaper and in parish bulletins through-
out the diocese.  We earnestly solicit the prayers of 
everyone in the Western Province 
because this is a huge undertaking and most of us 
are inexperienced in library work. We do believe, 
though, that the Lord has given us this ministry and 
we are approaching it with faith. 
 

____________________ 
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     This is a call for submissions to the Second An-
nual OPrize for Poetry competition. This year’s com-
petition will focus entirely upon the sub-field of theol-
ogy known as social justice. For those of you not fa-
miliar with the Social Doctrine of the Church, the 

Vatican©s Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church is highly recom-
mended. 
     Please note that we are not  inter-
ested in political diatribe or in the poli-
tics of blame, but in the voices of Do-
minicans who pray, study, and share 
the fruits of their contemplation 
through the art of poetry.  We all know 
the issues, but do we know how to ap-
ply Church doctrine to those issues? 
  
Competition Guidelines 
     The OPrize for Poetry is open to all members of 
the Order of Preachers. Its purpose is to encourage 
the use of poetry to further the mission of the 
Order, to highlight the pillars of Dominican life 
(prayer, study, community, and apostolic activity), 
and to confront contemporary issues as a Domini-
can preacher would. 
¨  Maximum number of submissions: 5 (any 

length) 
¨  Fee per submission: $10/submission 
¨  Print Poem in standard Font - Times New Ro-

man, Garamond, etc. 
¨ Please, no pictures or graphics other than simple 

black line graphics (only the poetry is judged!) 
Prizes 
 Gold Medal - $100 plus medal 
 Silver Medal - $50 plus medal 
 Bronze Medal - $25 plus medal 
 Any Number of Honorable Mentions �  Certificate 
     These prize winners shall be published in a chap-
book entitled, "The Pillars." Other poems will also be 
selected for publication. All those 
published will receive a copy of the chapbook. Chap-
books will also be available for sale at $10.00 per 
copy. 
  
Procedure for Submission: 
1. Each submission must be an original and on a 
separate sheet(s). 
2. No identification of the author should appear on 
the submission itself. 

Cont’d on pg. 12  
 
  
 
 
                    

OPrize Logo 
created by 
Gilbert M. Me-
jia, OPL 
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Christ in the World! 
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           Syndee Pokora (re-elected) and Kathy 
Rhody, councilors (St. Mary Magdalene Chapter; 
           Carolyn Heath, Moderator; Lori Mountain, 
Formation Director (Queen of Angels Chapter); 
           Wayne McCormack, Secretary (St. Cather-
ine of Siena Chapter). 
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cont. 
3. For each submission, attach a 3 by 5 card with 
the author©s name, address, full telephone number, 
affiliation (Chapter, House, Congregation, etc.) and 
email address. 
4. Send a submission fee of $10 for each poem. 
 Make check payable to:  "OPrize for Poetry" 
and send to:  OPrize for Poetry, PO Box 6331 
Chandler, AZ 85246. 
5. Deadline for submission: (Postmarked) March 15, 
2006 
6. Winners announced:  May 1, 2006 In CIW, Dom-

Life.org, DIA Newletter and other media. 
     All poetry will be blind judged by independent 
judges and will remain property of the authors. Sub-
mission is tacit permission for one-time publication 
in the chapbook. 
For additional information, contact : 
oprizeforPoetry@hotmail.com 
 
  

Katrina sweeping into Mississippi 


