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���� � �� �� �� � Check it out:   

http://laydominicanswest.org.  
     Features of the website:   
� contact persons for the Executive 

Committee and the chapters;  
� archived issues of Christ in the 

World! (2005-2006);  
� The Rule;  
� quick links to other Dominican web-

sites; to selected documents and 
articles; to the members only site; 

� general information about Lay  
      Dominican life. 
     Many thanks to Michael Lieske, 
Gilbert Mejia, and Jim Serio of St. 
Mary Magdalene Chapter for bringing 
the website to birth. 
     Feedback from the chapters would 
be most welcome.  Email Karen at  
kwoodsopl@juno.com with comments 
and suggestions.  
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 � � � : 
http://www.laydominicancongress.org 
Information about Congress 2007 in Ar-
gentina, March 17-24. 
     �
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���� � �� �� �� � our brothers (belatedly) John Pat-
rick Barnes, Joseph Mary Do, Justin 
Ryan Gable, Peter Junipero Hannah, 
and Corwin Low who received the 
habit on August 31; 
     Roger Bueno, Jackie Klare, Jane 
Magnan, John McAfee, Steve Naratil, 
Fran Shoup, Jim Werder, first profes-
sion, October 7 (St. Monica Chapter in 
Formation); 
     Marie and Roger Grindstead,     
received; Linda Heywood and Rachel 
Jordan, first profession, October 14 

(Holy Trinity Chapter); 
     Martin Szczesniak and Roger 
Vignocchi, renewal, October 15 (St. 
Andrew Chapter); 
     Dan Morin, renewal, Octber 28 
(Holy Spirit Chapter);  
     Paulette Schroeder, received; Kitty 
Fritz and Jim Serio, first profession; 
Christina Escalante, Mary Hutchin-
son, Michael Lieske, renewals; 
Patricia Labun, life profession, Octo-
ber 28 (St Mary Magdalene Chapter);
      Dr. Alejandro Crosthwaite, OP, 
Ph.D. (Theo), who passed his doctoral 
defense at Marquette University on 
September 8, and will begin teaching at 
the Angelicum this fall; 
      fr Dominic DeMaio, studying in 
Mexico City this year, ordained to the 
diaconate, Friday, November 3, in the 
Church of Santo Domingo in downtown 
Mexico City with Bishop Raul Vera, OP, 
presiding.  Dominic wrote:  “I am to be 
ordained with four of the Mexican stu-
dent brothers.  We are excited to be or-
dained by Don Raul, and Santo Do-
mingo is a special place because it was 
the first Dominican church founded in 
Mexico in 1530.”  
 

� � � � 
 � � � � �
Holy Spirit Chapter:: Margot Pillette,  
      Moderator; Theresa Bergman,  
      Formation Director (reelected),   
      Michael Starr, Treasurer; Nancy 
      Blashaw, Secretary. 
St. Catherine of Siena Chapter:   
      Judi Rausch, Moderator; Tina  
      Hornung, Asst Moderator; Beth 
      Schrock, Treasurer; Paul White, 
      LPC Rep (re-elected); Art Pett, For-
      mation Director (re-elected); for    
      Alternate LPC Rep, runoff in Octo
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�� � �DOMINICAN LAITY  
INTERPROVINCIAL COUNCIL MEETS 

 
     From October 19-22, 2006, the Dominican Laity 
Interprovincial Council (DLIPC), hosted by the Lay 
Dominicans of the Southern Province and repre-
senting the leadership of the North American prov-
inces and vicariate, met in Metairie, Louisiana, at the 
Cenacle Retreat  Center.   For the first time, it was a 
complete council with the four U.S. provinces, the 
Province of Canada, and the Vietnamese Vicariate 
(Calgary) participating. 
     Agenda topics included issues of formation, stat-
utes, apostolate, communications, peace and  
justice, lay preaching, the 200th Anniversary, and 
Congress 2007 to meet in Buenas Aires in March.  

Connie Schoen, OP, spoke with us about Parable 
and briefed us about the proposed  secretariat.  
Study sessions addressed promotion of peace, jus-
tice, and care of creation presented by fr Jeff Ott, 
OP, and a practicum in lay preaching presented by 
Normand Laurendeau, OP.   
     Lighter moments were captured in socializing 
among the participants, as well as with members of 
the local chapters and the friars who stopped by, in 
particular frs Carl Trutter and Prior Provincial Marty 
Gleeson;  a wonderful concert of jazz and Gospel 
music by dramatic soprano Shirley A. Stewart, OP, 
of the St. Dominic Chapter in New Orleans, and a 
visit from hilarious Cajun storyteller Tante Na Na 
(aka Annette Bourgeois, OP, from the Heart of     
Jesus Chapter in Lockport, LA). 
     On Saturday morning, the group toured the     
Katrina-ravaged areas of New Orleans.  The tour 
provided the clearest understanding of just what 
happened there, a much greater vision of the loss 
and devastation than anyone could glean from TV 
and newspaper coverage -- much more than anyone 
thought s/he knew.  The realization dawned that the 
New Orleans tragedy has fallen a bit below radar for 
most of us, yet there is still so much to be done and 
so much healing to take place.  There was a re-
newal of prayer on the part of everyone who stood 
in the midst of it.  

Submitted by Karen Woods, OPL 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
     Touring the hardest hit areas of New Orleans, we 
found a great deal of ruin still in evidence.  In the 
Lower Ninth Ward, houses stood on end, resting on 
the porch, or were slammed into one another.  In 
other areas the houses seemed to be in one or an-
other stage of recovery.  We had the privilege of en-
tering the houses of two of our Lay Dominicans, 
both members 
of the St. 
Dominic Chap-
ter: Mary Rey-
nolds and her 
husband who 
live in the Lak-
eview Neigh-
borhood and  
are  rebuilding 

(Continued on page 3) 

Left to right top:  fr John Lydon (Promoter, Southern Prov-
ince), Bruce Trigo (Moderator, Southern Province), Doro-
thy Murphy (President, Eastern Province), fr George Ma-
tanic (Promoter, Western Province), fr Juan-Diego Bru-
netta (Promoter, Eastern Province), fr Jerry Stookey 
(Promoter General, Rome);  middle:  Cathy Neugebauer 
(Delegate, Canadian Province); Kamal Zariffa (President, 
Canadian Province), Normand Laurendeau (Delegate, 
Central Province), fr Jim Motl (Promoter Central Province), 
Ruth Kummer (President, Central Province);  bottom: 
Dominic Nhan Van Nguyen (President, Vietnamese Vicari-
ate). Doris Stukes (Delegate, Eastern Province and in-
coming Delegate to the International Council of Lay Do-
minican Fraternities), Cynthia Donnelly (Delegate, South-
ern Province),  fr Joseph Thien Tran Quang (Promoter, 
Vietnamese Vicariate), Karen Woods (President, Western 
Province) 

Photo by Dominic Nguyen, OPL 
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(Continued from page 2)  

their now-gutted house while they live in a FEMA 
trailer in their driveway (a common sight); Maureen 
and Greg Wright, whose house, in the Gentilly 
Neighborhood, is a total loss.  We saw many ruined 
houses and lots of debris, but New Orleans is slowly 
recovering even though, as we found out when we 
talked with other members of the New Orleans chap-

ters about their expe-
rience, the grief is 
still very sharp. 
Memories of the fran-
tic time of Katrina 
won’t soon fade:  the 
helplessness against 
the forces of too 
much water; the hor-
rors of the evacua-
tion; the not-knowing 

what might be left for the residents upon their re-
turn...all fuel their sorrow even while they exhibit 
such great faith and hope. 
    Two sights I won’t soon forget:  the water marks 
evident on the houses — as 
well as on the statue of St. 
Dominic at St. Dominic 
Church!  The statue is about 
15 feet tall, and you can 
clearly see the water marks 
across the front.  In the latest 
issue of INFO, the newsletter 
of the Southern Province fri-
ars, there’s a picture of the 
statue when it was chest 
high in water. The church 
had a great deal of water 
damage, but despite the wind that broke many win-
dows elsewhere, the beautiful stained glass windows 
of our church were spared.   The other sight is that 
of an orange X on the front of houses still waiting re-
pair or demolition.  The X identified the agency that 
inspected the house once the water receded and re-
ported the number of corpses found in the house, 
human and animal.  I was relieved to see many ze-
roes! 
    On Sunday I had the joy of attending the profes-
sion ceremony of the St. Dominic and St. Anthony 
Chapters at St. Dominic Church.  At the reception, 
our brothers and sisters expressed deep gratitude 
for the assistance they received from the Western 

Province, the funds donated and in a special way the 
quilts sent by the Antioch chapter and parish.  Those 
quilts have signified personal caring to them and 
have brought them a great deal of comfort. 
     On Monday, Bruce Trigo and I visited the historic 
French Quarter which was pretty much spared.  We 
attended Mass in St. Louis Cathedral at noon and 
then treated ourselves to beignets and café au lait at 
the landmark Café du Monde.  It all seemed so 
“normal” then. 
     Overall, the visit to New Orleans, including our 
DLIPC meeting, had many high points, but the reality 
of what happened there a year ago struck home as it 
never has before. 

Submitted by Karen Woods, OPL 
For more pictures, go to  

http://KWoodsOpl.photosite.com/ 
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	 � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �
Karen Woods, OPL 
 

     “How have you preached today?”  That was 
a clarion call emerging from the discussions 
on preaching that occurred during the recent 
Dominican Laity InterProvincial Council 
(DLIPC) meeting in New Orleans.  It seems 
like a good one to pass on to all of you as I in-
troduce your Lay Provincial Promoter of Preaching, 
Tony Galati (aka Vice-president of the LPC) whose 
report on his first provincial preaching promoters’ 
meeting follows. 
     The call didn’t say, “HAVE you preached today?” 
but HOW?   
     The message is loud and clear:  we are preach-
ers if we are Dominicans.  We Lay Dominicans 
have not always claimed that part of the Dominican 
mission.  We’ve seen ourselves as pray-ers for the 
mission, and yes, we are certainly that, but we also 
have the shared responsibility to preach.  Truth is, 
we have not only the responsibility but also a myriad 
of opportunities, despite the limitations set by law 
and practice. 
     It is a challenge to our creativity to recognize and 
respond to those opportunities.  We must train our-
selves to recognize preaching moments.  We are 
often in conversation with fellow workers, for in-
stance, who would benefit greatly from a gently 
communicated Gospel message.  Are we attuned to 
that kind of preaching moment?  We don’t have to 
be the heavy in that conversation; in fact, our mes-
sage should come from the joy it gives us in the first 
place, the comfort of knowing that no matter what 
happens to us or by us, God is an all loving God. 
     There are nonverbal preaching moments, too: a 
light touch for a pressured and harried clerk at the 
checkout line, the mother at the end of her rope 
with her fussy children, a smile and wave as we 
pause to let a driver pull in front of us from a drive-
way — you can add to this list easily. 
     Some of us have the blessing of being able to 
preach in formal ways, at prayer services, at wakes, 
at Communion Services, and we must be well pre-
pared to do so.  We should be practicing formal 
preaching at our chapter meetings to be ready 
when that call comes. 
     HOW have you preached today?  Ask yourself 
that question during the examen of Night Prayer. 

� � � � � � � � � �  � � � � ! " � #� $ �
Tony Galati, OPL 

 

[Tony was appointed as our first Lay Promoter of 
Preaching by the Executive Committee from a list 
of names surfaced by the LPC in June.  He repre-
sented us at his first meeting of the Preaching 
Promoters of the Western Region in August] 
 

     On August 9 through 11, I had the opportunity to 
spend some time with the Western Region Promot-
ers of Preaching at St. Albert’s Priory.  In attendance 
were srs. Patricia Bruno (San Rafael), Mary Jo Knit-
tel (Columbus, OH, Preaching, Justice and Care of 
Creation Commission), Kay Lewis (Tacoma Pro-
moter of Preaching), Elizabeth O’Donnell (Mission 
San Jose Promoter of Preaching), Sr. Cathy Olds 
(Adrian Leadership Council Representative on Con-
gregation Preaching Commission), Sr. Mary Irene 
Walker (Adrian Dominican West Chapter Represen-
tative on the Congregation’s Preaching Commis-
sion). fr Reginald Martin (Promoter of Preaching for 
Western Province),   I represented the Lay Domini-
cans in the group. 
     The bulk of our time together was spent discuss-
ing answers to the following questions: 

§    What do we need in order to develop our 
preaching ministries?  

§    What do we need to develop our identity as 
preachers? 

§    In what new ways can we collaborate? 
The group has been working together for some time 
to find ways to promote the charism of preaching in 
the Dominican Family, ways in which the various 
branches of our Order can collaborate with each 
other in maximizing our effectiveness as preachers, 
as well as to explore methods and venues of preach-
ing that may need some development, but could be 
as effective as more traditional ways. 
              A number of ideas surfaced at this meet-
ing.  Among the more popular: 
 
· There is enthusiasm for developing a “Preaching 

Workshop” on the West Coast sometime in the 
future.  A number of attendees of our group have 
already begun preparing materials, though a 
specific workshop is still in the planning stages;  

· Though still in the planning stages, there was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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8� ���
 � �repose of the souls � 0�
������ Marion Jackson��� � �
 � ��� 0��9� 6	� �: � � 2� � � ��� �  �/� � � �
; � ��<� �� � �� � ��� � �=
 � � �� �1.�
������ Normand LeBlanc��0� �
 � ��� 0�=� �� ��>� �� ��� �  �/; � �� �
; � �
 � ��� 0�&�� �
 �=
 � � �� �1��?� 6� � � � ��+.�
������ Roy Shaw��
 � � � � � � �� 0�@6� � � � �� 
 � � ��� �  �/� � �� � � � �� 0��
 � �
; � � � �� 	� �=
 � � �� �1.�
������ Marna Foster���� 	� �� ��� 0�=
 �	� �	� � �9�	� � � ��/� ���; � � 	� � �=
 � � �
�� �1��?� 6� � � � ��*.��
������ Helen Chenoweth Hage��� � �
 � ��	� ��� � �� 0�: � 
 � �� � � � � � ��
� �  �/A���; � �%� �� ��� 0�=� � �� ��� �=
 � � �� �1��� � �� � � ��! �	� �� �� � ��� � � 	�
� � � ��� � �� �� � � 2��� � � �	� �?� 6� � � .�
������ Marty Alexander��� � � �� 0�B� � � 6	� 6� �� � � �>� � � � ��� �  �
/C� � � � �� 0�' � %� �� �=
 � � �� �1��� � � �� � � � ��! +.�
8� ��all those who mourn, � � � � � 	� ��� ��
 � �0� � 	�	� � �� 0��
 � �� � � 6� .���
8� ���
 � �victims of natural disasters., � � � � � 	� ��� �	� ��
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Jubilee Prayer        
 

God of Mercy, In your eternal    
Wisdom, you called your servant 
Dominic to set off on a journey of 

faith as itinerant pilgrim and 
preacher of grace. With your Word 

of gentle Truth in his heart and on his lips, 
Dominic invited the first sisters and brothers 

to join him in a life of contemplative obedience 
in the service of the holy preaching.  

 
As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you 
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once 
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us, 
so that we might faithfully and joyfully pro-
claim the gospel of peace, through the same 
Christ, our Lord.  
 
Amen.  
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation 

�
      November is here. Thanksgiving is right around the corner! This month’s Jus-
tice column is dedicated “In Thanksgiving” for all who answered Fr. Carlos Azpi-
roz’, call to “Wrap the World in Prayer for Peace. Many Lay Dominicans from the 
Western Province prayed the Rosary for peace on Sept. 21, 2006, the Interna-
tional Day for Peace.. 
     Luyen Troung., President of the Northern California Council of Vietnamese 
Lay Dominicans, announced that all Vietnamese chapters would pray for world 
peace on Sept. 21st. Some chapter members got together to meditate and pray 
the Joyous Mysteries of the Rosary. Other members prayed individually. He, and 
other Vietnamese Dominicans, marched to his parish church on that day. Imag-
ine 10,000 Vietnamese Dominican Laity praying for peace!  
     Nancy Blashaw, from Holy Spirit Chapter, in Eugene, reported that a rosary 
was said after the 5:15 p.m. Mass at the Newman Center, Four Lay Dominicans 
read the Scriptural Rosary. Six other Mass attendees were invited to join the 
prayer. They ended with a Prayer for Peace.  
     Both Dennis Cook, from Holy Trinity Chapter in Phoenix, and Michael Norris, 

from St. Rose of Lima Chapter, Antioch, reported that some members of their Chapters said individual rosa-
ries for peace.  
     Michael Bagenski, a St. Albert’s Chapter Prayer Member living in Anchorage, Alaska, went out of his way 
to find out if his archdiocese was doing anything on the International Day of Peace. He hoped that all pas-
tors in his archdiocese would be invited to join the Dominicans in prayer for that day. A staff person at the 
archdiocese said that the information was already posted on their archdiocesan website. Michael told me 
that he and his wife would participate in the International Day for Peace.  
     Sandy Miller, from Holy Rosary, Portland, put the word out about 9/21. Additionally, she planned to talk 
about peace when her chapter met the following Sunday. She also wanted to create a poster, leaving room 
for members to write their thoughts on the poster regarding what we Dominicans can do to foster peace in 
the world. Sandy had a wonderful idea to dedicate all Thursdays as days to pray for peace.  
     Christine Montano, from St. Andrew’s in Riverside, put up the “Wrap the World in Prayer for Peace” 
poster on the bulletin board.  
     Erin, one of our Formation members at St. Albert’s, brought the Master General’s letter, plus, the Do-
minican logo for Sept. 21st, to our Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology, at Berkeley, CA. The cop-
ies were distributed to all 130 students and faculty members at DSPT.    
     Sandy Uyeshiro. also from St. Albert’s, sent attachments of the “Wrap the World in Prayer for Peace” 
logo, and two bilingual peace prayers, to the members of her parish’ social ministry, and to the diocesan so-
cial ministry director.  
     Michael Hysell, a member of Margaret di Costello Chapter in San Francisco, as well as a student at the 
DSPT, happily notified me that DSPT celebrated noon Mass on 9/21/2006, for the intention of world peace. 
Michael also prayed for mutual respect among world religions and partisan politics.  
      Three Dominican Sister Justice Promoters, Marion Irvine, Stella Goodpasture and Mary Sean Hodges, 
plus Gloria Escalona and I, also from St. Albert’s Chapter, attended the hour of Prayer for Peace at the San 
Rafael Sisters’ Dominican Center. The kindergarten class from St. Rafael’s Elementary School came too 
     My own pastor, Fr. Eugene Tungol, led off the 8 a.m. Mass with “The Peace Prayer.” “Let there be peace 
on Earth. And let it begin with me.” This occurred at the Church of the Epiphany in San Francisco, CA. Dur-
ing his homily Father spoke about the International Day of Peace. The two bilingual prayers for peace were 
also posted in my church’s vestibule. By the way, Fr. Eugene was a seminarian for seven years at the Uni-
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 (Continued from page 6) 
 
versity of Santo Tomas in the Philippines. Our Do-
minican influence goes a long way! 
      Finally, there was reason to be “In Thanksgiving,” 
when I heard the media announcement that the Is-
raeli troops had fully withdrawn from Lebanon on 
Sept. 30. 
     Take time to remember the numerous ways God 
has loved you in Christ. Be thankful for all you have 
been given. Take that attitude of gratitude with you 
on Thanksgiving Day. Continue to pray for peace, 
especially as we approach the celebration of the 
birth of the Prince of Peace. 

 

� � � � � � � � � �  � 	 � � � ! (
� #� � �
Maryanne Thacker, OPL 
 
     Each fall as we begin a new 
journey in Chapter formation, I 
need to remind myself that at 
least 90% of our formation does 
not take place at Chapter meet-
ings.  Chapter meetings are for 
sharing with one another the 
fruits of our study in preparation 
for sharing those fruits on a larger scale through our 
preaching.  We get out of  study just what we put 
into it.  Studying is not easy.  To study is to put the 
mind to work.  Our study also puts our hearts to 
work as we contemplate what we study. 
      
     However, Dominic continues to invite all of his 
followers to make learning a part of their spiritual 
lives.  When we listen to God speaking to us during 
study, we deepen our relationship with the source of 
all Truth. 
     
    Dominic committed himself to life-long study of 
the Scriptures and Christian tradition.  His learning 
fed not only his mind but his friendship with God that 
he joyfully shared with those around him.  We must, 
and we do, strive to do the same. 
      
     For our Dominican father, study was a form of 
prayer.  Let us pray that we all may know God more 
deeply through life-long commitment to study and 
the shared pursuit of Truth.  Dominican formation 
ultimately builds a better world for all.   
      
     By the way, I have been compiling an interest-
ing list of your ongoing formation programs. If I 
haven't already heard from you, what are you 
studying this year? What past study programs 
have been successful for you? Please share 
them, the content and the structure, so that we 
can compile a catalog of choices for ongoing 
formation. My email is – mathacker44@aol.com 
      
     My prayers are with you continually. 

Maryanne Thacker  

Lay Promoter of Preaching, cont. 
(Continued from page 4) 

considerable interest in a future assembly of a 
Preachers “Almanac”: a resource designed to list 
preachers from each of the branches of the 
Western Region as well as areas and topics each 
preacher has already prepared as part of a reper-
toire that might be useful for the Western Region 
in planning retreats, speeches, talks and other 
gatherings where preaching talents are needed.  

·     
     We all agreed that articles, commentaries and 
books written on preaching are indispensable and 
the collation of these useful tools will be an ongoing 
project.  In fact, we spent considerable time studying 
and discussing a number of articles, including one by 
Fr Carlos, Letter on Preaching Commission.  Two of 
the articles can be found at www.800.op.org , an arti-
cle by Barbara Beaumont, O.P, and one by Liam 
Walsh, O.P. 
      
     Such an almanac would be an excellent addition 
to our Lay Dominican formation programs.   
       
      All in all, it was a fun and enjoyable time and a 
distinct pleasure spending time with so many from 
the other branches of the Order.  
      
     We anticipate a telephone conference to be held  
sometime in February, 2007, to continue our discus-
sion. 
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By fr Brian J Pierce, OP 
 

     We were all born into a family. Early on we 
learned that we did not choose our families; we in-
herited them. They are part of the ‘package called 
life.’ This inheritance usually seems like a pretty mar-
velous thing to us, but if we are really honest, we 
would have to confess that at some time or other 
(during our adolescent years, for example) we have 
wondered if there might not be some way to return 
this ‘package’ for a model more to our liking, more 
stylish. That, of course, is impossible. Our family is 
just that – ours. Trade-ins are not accepted. 
The Church is also a family – inherited, not chosen. 
One day – at least for most of us – when we were 
just a few days or months old, some adults took us to 
a church, dressed us in white (uncomfortably ridicu-
lous), sang a few songs, and poured cold water over 
our heads. “Welcome to the Church,” proclaimed the 
priest. People applauded, smiled, took photographs, 
and in some cases there was a little 
party. Of course, no one asked us if 
we wanted to be part of this family. 
      
     Something similar happened when 
we said ‘yes’ to Dominican life, as well. 
Though in this case we had the free-
dom to choose to belong to this new 
family (composed of lay men and 
women, nuns and friars, sisters and 
members of the International Domini-
can Young Adult Movement), we did 
not have the privilege of being able to choose our co-
pilgrims for this new journey. From one day to the 
next we found ourselves in the midst of a sea of peo-
ple who were saying, ‘Hello, brother! How are you 
doing, Sister?’ And that’s just the way it was – all part 
of the ‘Dominican package.’ 
      
     At first this thing called Dominican Family was 
easy, even romantic! To be part of something so an-
cient and so sacred fascinated us. Learning to say 
‘Contemplata aliis tradere’ in Latin – Wow! Cool! 
Awesome! At first one feels really strong, excited, on 
fire for preaching the Word of God. We wear our Do-
minican cross with pride – ready to be martyrs and to 
be fed to the lions for the sake of the Reign of God. 

     Unfortunately, that romanticism runs pretty thin 
after awhile, and we begin to look around at the peo-
ple who are part of our Dominican community, and 
we hear ourselves murmuring under our breath: 
“Who invited her to be a Dominican? So now the Or-
der receives just about anyone who comes and 
knocks on the door?” We begin to think that we’ve 
made a mistake, and at times we go out looking for a 
new family – more to our liking, more committed, 
more saintly – because this group lives neither the 
gospel nor the spirit of St. Dominic. We decide to 
trade in the package. And the reason? “They tricked 
me.” 
      
     As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called 
Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as 
he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were sitting with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to 
his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physi-

cian, but those who are sick. Go and 
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call 
not the righteous, but sinners” (Mt 9:9-
13). 
      
     This thing we call ‘following Christ’ 
is a mystery. Even though we are 
called to a life of holiness, a life com-
mitted to the values of the Reign of 
God, we who are called are just a flock 
of lost and scattered sheep. We find 

ourselves seated one day at a table full of sinners 
and we are shocked. And rightly so! 
What was Jesus thinking? Was he crazy? How do 
we proclaim the Good News of God to the whole 
world if we are a group that is so mediocre, so sinful, 
and rather worthless? What does it mean to be part 
of a Church and a Dominican Family so full of sin-
ners? 
      
     This year, 2006, we celebrate the Eighth Centen-
ary of the foundation of the community of Prouilhe 
and the beginnings of the Dominican Family – an 
event worthy to be commemorated festively. It is a 

(Continued on page 9) 
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year of pilgrimage and thanksgiving, and in the 
words of fr Carlos Azpíroz OP, Master of the Order, 
it is a year to drink “the simple freshness of our ‘first 
love,’ seated at the feet of Jesus, to be with him and 
to listen to him” (Letter to the whole Order Announc-
ing the Jubilee Year, Prouilhe, 29 April 2006). 
If those of us who are seated at the Dominican table 
for this Jubilee Year, drinking the wine of the Good 
News and listening to Jesus, look closely enough, 
we will discover that we are not so different from the 
group of friends gathered with Jesus in Mathew’s 
house two thousand years ago. We are just a group 
of mediocre, poor and sinful disciples – the very 
ones that Jesus “came to call.” 
      
     In the year 1206 Dominic welcomed into the inner 
sanctuary of his compassion a group of poor 
women – several of whom came from families who 
had fallen into the dualistic Albigensian heresy. It 
was because Dominic drew near to them that he was 
able to welcome them into his heart. This drawing 
near in solidarity was the fruit of his mendicant, con-
templative poverty. It is important to remember that 
the mendicant poverty of Dominic was not something 
romantic. It flowed from his apostolic zeal. He 
wanted to be close to the poor and to those who suf-
fer as a brother, as bearer of a word of hope. In 
Montpellier in 1206, when Dominic and Bishop Diego 
met with the Cistercian monks who were attempting 
to preach the Truth in the midst of the Albigensian 
heresy, they realized immediately that it was not pos-
sible to preach “from a distance,” that is, on horse-
back, preaching from a position of ecclesiastical 
power and wealth. The option for a life of mendicant 
poverty was an apostolic option – a decision to jour-
ney in close proximity and solidarity with the poor 
and those who seemed to be “like sheep without a 
shepherd” (Mt 9:36). 
      
     The goal of mendicant poverty, a part of our Do-
minican charism, is to be near the poor, attentive to 
their cry for life and justice. St. Dominic cried out in 
his night vigils, “Lord, what will become of the poor 
and of sinners?” precisely because his closeness to 
“the least of my brothers and sisters” (Mt 25:40) did 
not permit him to be indifferent. He opened himself 
to be wounded by the friends that he met along the 
way. His preaching was for them.  
      

     According to historical documents, with Dominic 
and the sisters at Prouilhe were some preaching 
companions, as well (not yet friars). And as contem-
plative nun and historian, Sr. Barbara Beaumont OP, 
points out, in her marvelous conference entitled ‘The 
Coming of the Preachers’ (http://www.800.op.org/), 
there were also – several months later – some lay 
families who united themselves to the Holy Preach-
ing. The whole group was not exactly what one 
would call a ‘salvation army.’ It was simply the begin-
ning of something new, something poor and fragile, 
something that was apparently the will of God. At the 
family table in 1206, seated aside brother Dominic, 
the preacher of grace, were our great-grandmothers 
and grandfathers – simple people who had a deep 
longing to drink at the fountain of wisdom and to an-
nounce to the world the gratuity of salvation. 
      
     The fragile poverty of our preaching family – both 
in the year 1206 and in 2006 – is not an obstacle for 
the working of God’s grace. In the words of St. Paul, 
intimate companion and friend of St. Dominic, “When 
I am weak, then I am strong” (2Cor 12:10). Our own 
poverty makes us sensitive to the poor, to their cry. 
Dominic’s preaching becomes our preaching each 
time we contemplate the face of those who are ex-
cluded and invisible in our world today and raise our 
preaching voice on their behalf. 
      
     Today it is our turn to gather once again at our 
family table to give thanks for this grace of preaching 
which we have inherited from Brother Dominic. Our 
family is not perfect, but it is ours. It is not a family 
without its problems and sins, without a few wrinkles 
here and there, but the gift which we have received 
is marvelously beyond compare. Among us today 
are brother and sister theologians, poets and profes-
sors, Biblical scholars and artists. Some of us are 
wise, and others less wise; we represent all the col-
ors and continents of the globe. We are the Family 
of our Father, St. Dominic. Today we are called to 
return to the ancient fount of the Word-made-flesh 
and drink – with Dominic and the early disciples – 
“the simple freshness of our first love.” But not just 
that, for once we have sated our thirst at the well-
spring of grace, we are then ready for the most im-
portant task of all: to go and preach – in season and 
out – that the Reign of God is at hand. 

From IDI, October 2006, No. 445 
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The Parable: Dominican Theo-
logical Reflections for the 21st 
Century: Our fall issue is ready 
for your advent reflection. Focus-
ing on interreligious dialogue, this 
is a wonderful resource for per-
sonal reflection or study at meet-
ings of lay chapters, preaching 
and justice promoters, federation 
chapters, local houses and mon-
asteries, mission chapters and 

other natural gatherings of Dominican preachers - 
sisters, brothers, nuns, laity, associates, volunteers - 
the Family.  ($6 each or $5 each on orders of 10 or 
more) 

�
�2007 Lands of Dominic 
Photo Calendar:    Travel the 
Lands of Dominic all year with 
this beautiful calendar highlight-
ing significant Dominican days, 
social justice anniversaries and 
beautiful, original photographs 
(suitable for framing) taken by 
Dominicans who have made 
the pilgrimage.  
($12) 
         Limited  quantity left. 
           
 
 
 
Sainte-Marie de Prouilhe: 800 
Years of Dominican History: by 
Sr. Barbara Beaumont, OP, Fr. Elie 
Pascal Epinoux, OP and Sr. Marie 
de Jesus, OP. This is a beautiful 
book, special ordered from France. 
It©s filled with amazing history and 
wonderful images. Celebrate 800 
years!  ($14)  
            Limited quantity left! 
 
 
 

 

� � � � � ' � 
 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � � � �
�

HOLY ROSARY CHAPTER:  We finished the 
“Gospel of Matthew” using the Navarre Bible at our 
October Meeting. Mary Ann Colrud presented and 
lead us in discussion of the last four chapters. Be-
ginning at the November meeting we will be studying 
St. Dominic’s Family by Sr. Jean Dorcy, O.P.  
Thanksgiving Baskets: Cecelia Hoesly is heading 
up our annual Thanksgiving basket apostolate.  
Cedar Chest Raffle: Our cedar chest raffle is com-
ing up in December. We will be stuffing tickets into 
bulletins after suffrages on Sat. Nov. 11. We will be 
displaying the cedar chest and selling raffle tickets 
on Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10 and 17 after the Sunday 
morning Masses.  
Vocations Awareness: We are continuing our cam-
paign to encourage and pray for vocations to our Or-
der and specifically to our chapter. We say a prayer 
to Blessed Jordan of Saxony, O.P., patron of Do-
minican vocations, in our personal prayers and at 
our meetings. 
Prayer Line: in thanksgiving that Mary Ann Colrud 
has found employment. 
Suffrages: Suffrages for All Souls is on November 
2. The chapter gathers as a group to offer suffrages 
on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 9:00 a.m. for Mass at Holy 
Rosary with the rosary and Office for the Dead fol-
lowing.  Suffrages for deceased Dominicans is on 
November 9. The chapter gathers as a group to of-
fer suffrages on Saturday, Nov. 11 at the same time 
and place as above. 
Calling Committee: Mary Ann Colrud wil be taking 
over the calling committee. This commitee contacts 
chapter members to remind them of meetings and 
events as well as alert them to prayer needs. Assist-
ing on the committee are Cecelia Hoesly, John 
White, Joanne Moore and Mary Vaetz. 

Submitted by Roberta Powell 
 
 
VIETNAMESE CHAPTERS, SO. CALIFORNIA:   
     All 8 Vietnamese Chapters in the Diocese of Or-
ange, southern California, celebrated together the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on the 8th of Octo-
ber, at the Vietnamese Catholic Center in the city of 
Santa Ana.  
     On the 19th of November, 2006, with the      Viet-
namese Catholic Community (14 parishes), we will 
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(Continued from page 10) 

join the solemn cele-
brating of the Feast of 
Vietnamese Martyrs 
with Dominican hab-
its.  
     You may know that 
on the 19th of June, 
1988, 117 martyrs in 
Vietnam were canon-
ized by Pope John 
Paul II. As Domini-

cans, we are very proud because 41 among them 
were Dominicans. Six of them were bishops, 19 were 
priests, 16 were lay persons.  

Submitted by Dominic Nhan Van Nguyen 
 
 
ST. ANDREW CHAPTER, Riverside, received the 
temporary professions of two members and installed 
new officers at its October 15 meeting. Martin 
Szczesniak professed for three years and Roger 
Vignocchi for one more year during the 11:00 Mass 
at the Newman Center. During the meeting, Father 
George led the Chapter in prayers for the old and 
new Officers. Our new Moderator, Nancy Sebastian, 
and our new Assistant Moderator, Rita Bladow, did a 
fine job leading their first meeting. Immediately after 
Mass, and before our meeting, we had lunch, as is 
our custom. 
     Besides the 14 Chapter members who attended 
the meeting, 16 guests also shared the joy of our 
newly professed members at our lunch. Paul and  
Kate Stempel provided a fantastic buffet for the occa-
sion, assisted by several other members who re-
sponded to a last-minute notice for help after Roger 
said he expected 12 guests. The Chapter warmly 
welcomed our 16 guests and trusted the Lord to pro-
vide enough loaves and fishes for everyone to  
have a great time. There was more than enough 
food, and everyone enjoyed socializing over a great 
meal. 
     Continuing our series on Paul, Chris Montano 
gave a talk and showed part of a video. We always 
have fun at our meetings, and this one was no  
exception to the rule. 

Submitted by Roger Vignocchi 
 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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      ber between Linda Nowlin and Rose Ann  
      Milano; 
Holy Trinity Chapter:  Fred Rouse, re-elected as 
      treasurer;  Brian White,   secretary; 
 

) * * � � � � � � � � � � � � � + �� � � � 
 � �
TOURS 
� Fr Albert Judy, O.P. of the Central Province is 

planning to accompany a 2- week tour of the 
Lands of St. Vincent Ferrer beginning April 13-
27, 2007.  The tour is conducted by Best Catho-
lic Tour Company; the cost is $2,850 double oc-
cupancy. To learn more about the itinerary and 
other details, visit http://www.svfparish.org/tour/. 
This is not one of the official Lands of Dominic 
tours promoted by Parable, but will provide 
equal richness of experience. Fr Albert asks that 
you send him a note if you are even slightly in-
terested: Fr. Albert G. Judy, O.P., St. Vincent  

      Ferrer Parish, 1530 Jackson Ave.,  River Forest, 
      IL 60305. 

� The 2007 Lands of Dominic Study Pilgrimages 
are almost full. This year they are offering two 
pilgrimages: traditional 3 weeks June 4-25, 2007 
and a new 2 week trip July 15-30, 2007. For 
more information visit the website: www.
parableconference.org/6.html.   Remember all 
are welcome to participate in Parable Confer-
ence programs, so they ask that this information 
be passed on to associates, lay Dominicans, 
and all friends of the Dominican Family. 

 
FAMILY SYMPOSIUM 
     A symposium celebrating 800 years of faith, heri-

tage and ministry of the  
Order of Preachers will be held May 13-
16, 2007, in Adrian, Michigan, go to , 
sponsored by Siena Heights University 
and the Adrian Dominican Sisters.   For 
more information, go to www.sienahts.

edu/~symposium. 
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