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Polly Dristas, Kate Stempel, and
Paul Stempel, life promises October
21 (St. Andrew Chapter);

Sr Maria Fabiola Velasquez Maya,
OP, new International Coordinator of
Dominican Sisters International, suc-
ceeding sr Margaret Ormond, OP;
The new coordinating council mem-
bers are srs Sara Béhmer (Holland),
Michael Mdluli (So. Africa), Patricia
Simpson (U.S./San Rafael), Irene
Diaz (Peru), and Cecilia Espenilla
(Philippines);

Tommy Thompson, first profes-
sion, and John Lydon, received, Octo-
ber 7 (St. Monica Chapter, Benicia);

Mark Foltyn and Tracy Randolph,
received September 17; Paulette
Schroeder, first profession; Gilbert
Mejia, life profession; Jim Serio, Mary
Hutchinson, and Kitty Fritz, renewal,
October 6 (St. Mary Magdalene Chap-
ter);

Dave and Cari Shaneyfelt, life
promises; David and Jennaya Arias,
Chris and Mary Kate Weinkompf,
first promises; Joy Blanchard, Chris
and Rose Decaen, Brian and Amy
Dragoo, Domainae and Maria Forte,
renewing; Adam and Noelle Nering,
Glen and Maureen Coughlin, re-
ceived, September 3 (St. Thomas
Aquinas Chapter);

Judi Rausch and Paul White, life
profession; Cyriaque Beurtheret and
Carol Keenan, first profession;
RoseAnne Milano, renewing, Septem-
ber 15 (St. Catherine of Siena Chap-
ten);

the new Visalia Group who met for
their first formation session in Septem-
ber with 30 Inquirers.

Ellen Logue, LPC Rep; Erin Zion,
alternate (St. Albert Chapter);

Mark Gross, Moderator; Stephanie
DeNinno, Ass‘t Moderator; Kathleen
Schuck, Treasurer; Anita Moore,
Secretary; Dorothy Brown, councilor;
Gayle Boyer, Homedale director; Mike
Turner, Formation Director; John
Keenan, Lay Provincial Council Repre-
sentative (Bl. Margaret of Castillo
Chapter);

GENEVA — September 25, 2007--
Ten years ago, with meager funding
yet mammoth faith, two religious com-
munities — the Franciscans and the
Dominicans — embarked upon a mis-
sion. Their goal was to create a part-
nership as they already shared com-
plementary passions — to serve the
poor, and to serve truth and justice.
Fired by these mutual goals, the Fran-
ciscans and Dominicans wanted to ad-
vocate on behalf of the poor and vul-
nerable at the United Nations in Ge-
neva. Read more at www.domlife.org.

Former wife of Ronald

Reagan, mother of

Maureen and Michael

Reagan, died at age

93 on September 10

and was buried from

Sacred Heart Catholic

Church in Palm Desert on September
12. She was buried in the Dominican
habit, having claimed to be a Lay Do-
minican received into an “Immaculate
Conception Chapter” many years ago.

New Voicesfor the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission T ogether




By Ms Dorothy Murphy, OP
President, Lay Provincial Council
Eastern U.S. Province

In the October eLumen letter last year, | re-
counted some of the pre-Christian history and tradi-
tion that is still reflected, somewhat, in today’s cele-
bration of Halloween. Did it ever touch a nerve! A
fair number of emails asked why on earth | seemed
to be glorifying a pagan ritual and one some
(especially fundamentalist churches) contend is a
Satanist ritual? Well, in my defense, | did it because
this has been the general practice of the Church for
almost two thousand years - take the prevailing cul-
ture and Christianize it!

In the early Church, Christmas was not widely
celebrated. It was not until the 4™ Century that the
idea of celebrating events in the earthly life of Jesus
became popular. The Church of Jerusalem pro-
moted this because they were there at the actual
places these events in the life of Christ took place.
When it became the practice to celebrate the birth of
Jesus universally, Rome set the date on December
25" not because it took place then—read Luke
where he mentions that the shepherds were out in
the pasture with their flocks which is a spring event
not winter - but to counter the feast of the god Sol
Invictus, the unconquerable sun. This festival,
known as Saturnalia, was held at the winter solstice,
darkest time of the year. So today we celebrate the
Christianized Roman Festival as the birth of the Un-
conquerable Son, the Son of Righteousness, and
the Light of the World.

When we address each other so joyfully with
“Happy Easter” we invoke the name of Estre, the
Teutonic goddess of the rising light of day and
spring. In High German April was called easter-
monadh and the Anglo-Saxons also used eastron.
When we do this | seriously doubt we are calling on
Estre to give us joy, but are wishing the other the joy
that comes with the Resurrection of the Lord, the
Rising Light of our life. Many other languages and
countries refer to our Easter as pascha, Paschen,
Paaske, relating to “Passover” but Easter is still OK
with me. And, | really don’t want to do away with
“Easter” eggs which were a gift those pagan Ro-
mans gave each other to symbolize new life. The
bunny maybe should go since it too was a pagan

symbol of fertility and abundance of new life!

The whole point of this is a back door defense of
my very, very distant Irish (Celtic) ancestors. They
were one of the few pagan tribes converted to Chris-
tianity almost bloodlessly since so much of Christian
doctrine was already part of their belief system.
Samhain, the Celtic celebration, was the beginning
of the New Year but essentially was a remembrance
of the dead and thanksgiving for the harvest. The
Celts believed in eternal life so food and drink were
put out with great ceremony and windows and doors
were left open so the departed could visit. Bobbing
for apples was the game and while doing so one
wished that the ancestors were eating the “Apples of
Paradise” which was a sacred fruit that gave immor-
tality. Turnips were carved into images of spirit
guardians and set with candles just to guard against
unwelcome or evil visitors.

It was the Church who could easily Christianize
this feast because of the strong belief in eternal life
and called this eve Holy (Halloween). It still can be
if we reclaim it. Jack o’lantern easily reminds us
that the Light of Christ does indeed guard against
evil. This Eve which marks two great feasts also re-
minds us of the vital connection between the Church
Triumphant and the Church Suffering with All Saints
Day and All Souls Day. We do not need apples of
Paradise; we have the Eucharist, which indeed does
bestow immortality. We still do believe in all these
things, don't we?

In fact, if being a Dominican is not about taking
things as we find them, seeing the good in it, reject-
ing the untruth, and turning it all eventually to the
praise of God and the salvation of ourselves and
others, then what are we about? We are the
Church and so we have to Christianize our world. If
the forces of evil capture our celebrations it is be-
cause we have abandoned the field and left it to
them and that is not the Dominican way.

| leave you with a prayer for October 31st: Itis
the ancient Samhain (Halloween) prayer chant but it
looks pretty Christian to me and, in fact, when you
look closely, it looks pretty Dominican.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Travel the Lands of Dominic all year:

Order your 2008 Lands of Dominic Pilgrimage
Wall Calendar today!

For more than 20 years, Parable Conference
has been leading pilgrims on the path of St.
Dominic through Spain, France, and Italy. Over
1,000 Dominicans have experienced the Lands
of Dominic Study Pilgrimage. Beautifully illus-
trated with original photography by these pil-
grims, the calendar is a thoughtful way to share
images of the places that shaped Dominic® life
and to commemorate significant Dominican
feastdays and social justice dates.

The calendar is a crucial fundraiser for us, so
please consider supporting Parable Conference
and future Lands of Dominic Pilgrimages by pur-
chasing a copy, or perhaps several copies. They
will make great Christmas gifts! [Ed note: It's a
beauty!!]

Calendars are $12 each, plus shipping and
handling. You may order by phone (708-366-
1730) or on our website.
www.Parableconference.org.

COMING SOON

The Fall 2007 issue of The Parable: Domini-
can Theological Reflections for the 21st Century
will be available November 1! This publication
seeks to create space in which Dominicans from
different parts of the Family can engage in
thoughtful, meaningful, and respectful conversa-
tions about significant issues and ideas to further
the preaching mission. It is particularly useful for
group reflection.
Fall 2007 Theme:

The New Teaching of Reconciliation
Editors: Patricia Walter, OP and Mark Wedig, OP
Lead Article: Daniel Philpott, PhD
Responders: Patricia Chaffee, OP, Dennis J.

Beldotti, OP, Frank Edmands, OP, Milton Rice, OP,
Mary Jean Traeger, OP, and Jorge L. Presmanes,
OoP

Artwork: Laurena Alflen, OP

Excerpt: "Today, reconciliation has become a fix-
ture in global political discourse...Now, the pressing
guestion is: How can reconciliation be realized in ac-
tual sundered societies?"

Copies of The Parable are $6 each, or $5 each
when you order 10 or more. Shipping and handling
charges will be added. Order today by calling our of-
fice ( 708.366.1730) or online at www.
parableconference.org.

NOTE: the past issues of The Parable are
also still available (same price) — get a complete
set and then collect them as published. Good
material for our formation.

"Bella," a romantic drama by Mexican director
Alejandro Monteverde, was the surprise winner of
the top award at the Toronto Film Festival. The prize
is often an indicator of future Academy Award nomi-
nations, with past recipients including best picture
winners "American Beauty" and "Chariots of
Fire." [Reuters]

Opening in selected theaters, “Bella” is a roman-
tic drama: Mexican director Alejandro Gomez Mon-
teverde® “Bella” tells the story of two people whose
lives converge and turn upside down on a single day
in New York.

Cardinal Justin Rigali and Archbishop George H.
Niederauer wrote that the movie "can reach new
audiences in a constructive and non preachy way. It
tells how the unconditional love of a friend allows a
woman in crisis to make life-affirming choices for
herself and her child." Moviegoers are encouraged
to view the film the weekend of November 2-4, to
help ensure that theaters will continue showing the
positive film at their theaters. Topics addressed in
"Bella" include loss of employment, imprisonment
and making life-changing choices.

Film is rated PG-13 and is now playing. For more
info, go to: www.BellaTheMovie.com. Market sites
include Fresno, So. California Las Vegas, Phoenix,
Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco Bay Area,
Tucson.
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Karen Woods, OPL

It is hard to believe that another year,
Church-wise and otherwise, is drawing to
a close. Advent will soon be upon us,
and while it isn’t quite the penitential,
somber season that Lent is, though also
one of darkness that we know all along will lead to
light, it's a season for which to plan. How will we
spend, celebrate, and use it?

Perhaps we’ll wear the sackcloth and ashes of
everyday living with more grace, intentionally per-
mitting them to work in us. There are plenty of frus-
trations and pains that come along without any ef-
fort on our part, and most of us do as well as we
can with them. But sometimes, aren’t we angry, im-
patient, morose, feeling attacked and affronted, or
just plain sorry for ourselves? There are good ar-
eas for some exercise in virtue.

Perhaps we’ll make a better effort at living out
our promises, all those little details listed for us in
our Rule that maybe we let slide in the pressures of
our everyday life — even just one or two of those
little details.

Perhaps we’ll do something extra, an extra pe-
riod of meditation, spiritual reading, plumbing the
Scriptures every day.

Whatever we plan to do during this holy season,
we are on a special journey, it seems to me, very
like the journeys we encounter in the Infancy Narra-
tives of Luke. We're on the journey through Salva-
tion history from the Old Testament to the New.

A few years ago, the Magnificat magazine edi-
tors created an Advent Companion that has proven
to be the only one I've needed since. Initis a sec-
tion called “Advent Stations.” There are seven: 1]
Creation of Adam and Eve; 2] The Covenant; 3] The
annunciation to Manoah'’s wife; 4] The marriage of
Ruth and Boaz; 5] Hannah'’s song at the birth of
Samuel; 6] The promise to Bathsheba regarding
Solomon; 7] The building of the ark. Each of these
presents the Old Testament event with a New Tes-
tament parallel. | use them every year. It's a great
journey.

Ending Advent with the beautiful “O Antiphons”
of Evening Prayer is the perfect way to end the jour-
ney, even though we know it doesn’t really end. It's
a beginning. | wish you all a beautiful Advent sea-
son!

Fr Vincent Serpa, OP

So far our considerations here have brought us from
--Catholic spirituality as the reality of God'’s love for
us as expressed in the passion and death of Christ.
--Fra Angelico’s depiction of Saint Dominic kneel-
ing at the foot of the cross with Jesus looking down
on him as the model of Dominican spirituality.
--Contemplation as the chief purpose of the Order,
seeking union with God--according to Fr. William
Hinebusch.

To some this may seem too passive an approach
for an Order as apostolic as ours. But we must rec-
ognize that to preach, we must really have some-
thing to say. But we can only have something to say
if we know by experience what we are talking about.
So study is important for us. But more important
even than study, is receptive prayer.

God revealed more about who He is, hanging on
the cross, than anywhere else in the whole history of
salvation. It behooves us to allow such sublime
Mystery to affect us to such a degree that it ani-
mates us more than anything else in our lives. This
is what drove St. Thomas Aquinas—and ultimately
what overtook him to the extent that he was silenced
and could no longer write. It's what eventually en-
abled St. Catherine of Sienna to respond to Him:
“My me is you!” But this came only after she finally
incorporated into her life His earlier words, “I am He
who is. You are she who is not.” It is this aware-
ness; this dynamic that we Dominicans hold up as
our model.

Granted, it may seem beyond us, but it is not.
During a parish mission | gave during Lent this year,
| spent one session on the passion. | went step by
step, relating each of the Lord’s sufferings to our
own crosses. When | reached the end, | spoke of
His up-stretched arms squeezing His lungs to such
an extent that He had to push down on His crucified
feet to raise His body in order to free his lungs for
air. He then had to continually do this in order to
breathe. As the time passed this became truly His
last agony since His strength was leaving Him. After
three hours of this He reached a point in which He
had no more strength. His agony was at its peak
and in that eternal moment, He gave up His spirit
and died, giving us His life. At this point | noted how
completely silent the whole church had become. It
was that contemplative moment that overtake even
us. HE can do this....
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Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you
called your servant Dominic to set off on a
journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds.

Re-create us, so that we might

faithfully and joyfully proclaim

the gospel of peace, through the

same Christ, our Lord.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

I hope that everyone had a chance to see the International Dominican Commission for Justice and
Peace Power Point Presentation, especially the slide quoting from the Bogota General Chapter of the Order
of Preachers, “We EXHORT all the friars to find new and creative ways to promote justice and peace.” With
that thought in mind, Karen Woods, plus the Dominican Lay Provincial Justice Promoter from the Southern
Dominican Province, and | agreed that it would be good if each of our Dominican Laity Chapters pick one
social justice issue to work on as a chapter. It was also recommended that we Lay Dominicans choose one
social justice topic to work on at the level of Western Dominican Laity. Please select a justice or peace is-
sue to work on at the chapter level. Let your chapter’s Social Justice Contact Person email me what you fi-
nally agree upon by March, 2008. My email address is jacalagos@yahoo.com. Do contact me for any ques-
tions about this assignment. The Lay Provincial Council can choose what justice topic to work on at the pro-
vincial level once we know the chapters’ choices.

I hear that some members are reluctant to discuss our North American Dominican Justice priorities be-
cause chapter members end up arguing over the issues. Perhaps the following information may be helpful.

The Scripture passage that seems appropriate to me to speak about faith and politics says, “To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1Cor. 12:7) “Paragraph 1906 of Catechism of
the Catholic Church reads, “By common good is to be understood the sum total of social conditions which
allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and more easily.” The
common good concerns the life of all.” To seek the Common Good depends on educated and well formed
consciences. The conscience tries to make sound judgments about our basic moral questions: “What ought
I/we to be?” and “What ought I/we to do?”

The first dimension of conscience is the general sense of value. We are aware that we should do good
and avoid evil. The fact that we argue about justice issues is a sure sign of our general awareness that we
should do good and avoid evil. The second dimension of conscience is the search to discover the right
course of action. We turn to a variety of sources for guidance: for example, Scripture, the church, the physi-
cal and human sciences, tradition, competent professional advice, the background of

an issue. We may often encounter conflict in this search, for we can discover a variety
of interpretations of the truth. For instance, | was totally against allowing illegal immi-
grants into the U.S because they came to the U.S. illegally. However, | now feel more
compassionate towards illegal immigrants once | learned that the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) allowed the U.S. to sell goods at a lower price than prices
in Mexico. NAFTA policies consequently impelled many Mexicans to seek work in the
U.S. because there were no jobs to be had in Mexico. There are other aspects about
the illegal immigration issue that | still struggle over.
The third dimension of conscience is the actual, concrete judgment that we make

pertaining to an immediate action. After much prayer, research, reflection and dialogu-

ing with “the experts” and with our friends, it's as if we say. “Dear Lord, after all my re-
search on this particular dilemma, at this moment, | think you want me to act this way.” And then you act
upon your decision.

The principle of, “I must follow my conscience,” presupposes that the work of the conscience at the sec-
ond dimension--gathering the data—is fully informed. Following my conscience does not mean doing what |
feel like doing. It does mean the work—often hard work—of discerning what is right and what is wrong. As
observers, we cannot judge any other person’s moral decision.

| took most of the information on conscience from chapter three of CONSCIENCE IN CONFLICT: How to
Make Moral Choices, (3" Revised Edition) by Kenneth R. Overberg, S.J., St. Anthony Messenger Press,
2007 http://catalog.americancatholic.org/product.aspx?prodid=B16723&pcat=108
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From a review by fr Bede McGregor, OP in Religious
Life Review , July-August, 2007

Walking with St Dominic

by Peter Lobo OP

published by Dominicans, Nagpur, India, 2007, pp
126, n.p.g.

The author of this book is a distinguished Indian
Dominican. Lobo has been Novice Master, major
superior, and lecturer in theology in several Univer-
sities in the East and West. He was the editor of
the periodical Dominican Ashram, which was ar-
guably the most helpful periodical specifically on
Dominican spirituality and theology in the English-
speaking world. This book is then the fruit of many
years of experience and reflection on the Domini-
can way of life.

It is not a biography of St Dominic. Father Peter
is more interested in the spirit of the interior life of
St Dominic than the history of his outer life. This
work is more like a retreat in the school of Dominic
than a biography. The title of the book: @/alking
with St Dominic@is truly apt. He brings out so
clearly the ways in which Dominic follows Jesus.
To do this he uses extensively in each chapter the
Old and New Testament writings followed by refer-
ences to St Dominic from the Process of his Can-
onization and the earliest lives of the Founder and
history of the Order. He then concludes each
chapter with suggestions for reflection and prayer
and well-chosen guotations and prayers from a
very wide variety of sources. This method provides
a delightful and profound presentation of many of
the major characteristics of St Dominic® interior
life. 1 found myself making the resolution that |
would take this book with me on my next private
retreat and go through it more leisurely and reflec-
tively. It should prove to be a great introduction to
Dominican spirituality for novices and students and
a refresher course for Dominicans of either gender
or any age group or state of life. The lives of the
saints have always been a proven stimulus in the
spiritual life but some of their biographies are
loaded with dates and external events and with lit-
tle insight into their personalities and spiritual
physiognomies. Father Peter combines the neces-
sary chronological facts of St Dominic® life with a
portrait of him which makes you feel you are meet-

ing the real St Dominic. For anyone interested in
getting to know the authentic Dominic this book
could be just what he or she is looking for.

Available from author at: St. Charles Seminary,
Seminary Hill, Nagpur 440006, INDIA
E-mail order: domwalking@yahoo.com
Price: US$ 15.00 per copy; postage and handling:
add 20%
May you always walk with St. Dominic
Peter B. Lobo, OP

Becoming God's Beloved in the Company of
Friends, A Spirituality of the Fourth Gospel
by Mary Margaret Pazdan OP

The book offers a way to deepen commitment
to live as a disciple of Jesus personally and with
others. It bridges the gap between a first-century
biblical text and twenty-first-century readers who
hunger for genuine spirituality today.

More info: www.domlife.org

A Life Poured Out
By Jean-Jacques Pérennes, OP
The killing of Dominican Pierre Claverie, the

bishop of Oran, and a young Muslim in 1996, was
both a symbol and the epitome of the mayhem that
had gripped Algeria for several years. Claverie was
a leading figure in his country’s search for a
peaceful future. In laying down his life for the
cause of reconciliation and peace among religions,
he belongs in the company of Archbishop Romero,
Martin Luther King, and other great witnesses of
our time.

More info: www.domlife.org

Maryanne Thacker, OPL

Dear Dominican Brothers and Sisters,
The role of Religious Assistant is a

changing one. We are all painfully aware of
the declining number of friars and religious sisters.
So what does this mean to the laity? It means that
we may not always have a Religious Assistant at
all. 1t means that we cannot follow the old practice
of depending on the RA to prepare a lecture for us,
deliver it and lead our discussions. It means we

(Continued on page 8)
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take on more responsibility for our formation and
spiritual growth than we ever thought possible. Once
we accept this fact, it is astonishing how God works
through us.

In my chapter, we have a very supportive religious
assistant, fr James Thompson. His responsibilities at
the Newman Center in Tempe, AZ, are many, some-
times overwhelming. Fr James was the presenter at
one of our meetings last summer, was the presider
at our Mass of Profession this fall and will be our re-
treat facilitator this spring. Would we like for him to
be at every chapter gathering? We sure would! But
it isn’t realistic, not even a consideration in light of his
role as assistant director and the many demands on
his time.

Much of our formation takes place outside of the
Chapter meeting. Each of us is called to study inde-
pendently, so we prepare for the meetings, come
ready to discuss the topic (guided and led by facilita-
tors from among our members) and enjoy the variety
of insights and knowledge that come from the dis-
cussion that ensues.

Team work can do wonders: a formation team, a
retreat team, a ministry team, etc. Team work gives
us a chance to solicit the wisdom of every chapter
member. We are adults who collectively have lived a
lot of life and have a plethora of sound knowledge
and experience to be shared. We have all been
called to follow the Dominican path to Truth, not
alone, but in community. That requires work on our
part and how better to shoulder that work than to-
gether? We must learn to depend on one another, to
do good planning, to engage the rest of the chapter
members and all together, to carry our own forma-
tion. Together, for almost 800 years, we have ac-
complished miracles and will continue to do so today.

The role of the RA is changing. With our current
Rule in effect, we must have an RA, preferably a Do-
minican religious and until the Rule is revised, until
this issue is reconsidered, we must do our best to
find one for each chapter. But the burden we ask
him or her to bear has to be light and we must carry
the heavier one — the life pulse of our chapters.

| don’t have to tell you that we are living in the
midst of a fast-paced, changing world and a chang-
ing Church. However, as Dominicans, we have been
given a unique and extraordinary calling. With God’s

grace, with Dominic’s wisdom and humility we will
continue to inspire and encourage one another. As
always, my prayers are with you. Please call or
email me anytime. | love hearing from you.

Maryanne Thacker
Promoter of Formation
tel. 480 755-8502; email: mathacker44@aol.com

From the journal of

Sra Maria Isabel Serrano Guarguati, OP,

Lay Dominican participant at the friars’ General Chap-
ter of Bogota, Colombia, 2007

Two of our brothers were waiting for me in the air-
port, and in that moment | had no idea this gesture of
welcome and acceptance would become a constant
feeling in the days to come.

Upon arriving at El Convento de Santo Domingo
[St. Dominic’s Convent] in Bogota, | couldn’t help but
notice all of the cars and buses full of people, each
with his or her own luggage...

The place where | was to sleep was the area re-
served for women, as was to be expected; | have al-
ways had good relationships with other women, but |
never imagined that these women would be so vital
to this experience. Two nuns and four sisters — what
would seven women do in a General Chapter of Pro-
vincials? Well, we worked marvels; from our very
first meeting we took advantage of every moment to
share and laugh; laughter was constant, and we
never grew tired of the sisterhood that we lived to-
gether. In them | discovered a different and more
feminine face of the Dominicans, all of us carrying
out our calls to our vocations in unique ways, each
with great respect for the vocation of the other.

One of my most eagerly awaited encounters was
meeting the other invited layperson, Duncan. Al-
though I asked to meet him as soon as | arrived, we
kept missing each other and weren’t able to meet un-
til the second day. Meeting Duncan McLaren, mem-
ber of one of our fraternities in Scotland, was beauti-
ful. His life experience and his dedication to the Or-
der were inspirational. Even though I still had not yet
been born when he was already a member of the Or-
der, in sharing together we were able to discover a

(Continued on page 9)
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concern held in common throughout the world for
justice, for the suffering, for the poor, for our own
vocation. Duncan was seated next to me in the
Chapter room, and in many moments was also a
partner in reflection.

| can’t deny that | could constantly sense that for
several brothers it was strange to share this space
with laypersons, especially a layperson who was
also young and female. But if something was clear
to me from the moment that | received the invitation
to participate in the Chapter, it was that | had been
invited for my life experience as a woman, a Chris-
tian, an apostle, a Dominican, a professional; only
from this multidimensional life experience would | be
able to give all that was possible during this opportu-
nity...

If there was something pleasant to listen to, it
was the appearances made on our day of retreat by
fr Gustavo Gutiérrez, OP, and sr Clara Mercedes of
the Rosary, OP; the two of them spoke of the disci-
pleship of Christ. The beautiful thing was that they
both spoke on the same topic but from different ex-
periences. When | looked over my notes from these
talks, | was surprised by the richness our lives can
have when we are living the call of Christ in the imi-
tation of Saint Dominic, especially in what arises
from the contemplative life of a nun....

Dialogue, as one of the characteristics of the
great preachers reunited in the General Chapter,
was another constant during these days. The first
opportunity we had to practice this was our work in
linguistic groups (groups of the same language;
Spanish, English, and French). This work on one
hand was intended to understand and analyze the
“Relatio of the Master of the Order,” that is to say
the master’s account of the state of the Order; and
on the other hand, it was to monitor what had arisen
from the acts of the Chapter of Cracow (the previous
General Chapter). Well, this sharing allowed me to
understand and value the experiences of the broth-
ers and sisters of the group, begin the analysis of
common concerns, and also to begin to realize the
universality of the Order; so many situations, and
each so different, that it would not be simple to sug-
gest alternatives and clear examples that would
serve everyone equally well. This was the first mo-
ment of formal work, and to tell the truth at the be-

ginning | felt nervous, even timid, even though shy-
ness is not one of my virtues!

Subsequently we began our work in committees,
and after having chosen the committee on Apostolic
Life | realized that this committee was in French or
English — and there | began to suffer with Christ (ha,
ha, ha). In neither of these languages was my
Spanish useful. Therefore with translator by my
side, | began doubled efforts to understand and con-
tribute from my experience of the Apostolic Life in
the Order of the Preachers.

The work of the committees had as an end goal
the drawing up of an act that would offer recommen-
dations, requests, exhortations, encouragements,
and regulations [ordinations] among other things,
pertaining to the Apostolic Life of all of the Order of
Preachers ... What?! For all of the Order of Preach-
ers? France, Congo, Mexico, Australia, Kenya,
United States, Africa, Czech Republic, among many
others. What a great responsibility, so many diverse
situations, so many people waiting and hopeful for
the work we were doing; becoming conscious of this
quickly drove me to investigate, search, question,
read, rise early, work into the night; any report | saw,
| read; any report that wasn't there, | looked for; any
fact that wasn't apparent, | tracked down. This part
was beautiful for me; | had always considered my-
self — modesty aside — a layperson with great under-
standing of the Order, but this showed me that it is
still not enough and now | know that it never will
be...

Brothers and sisters, following the example of our
father Dominic with the Germanic pilgrims, we can
observe how the Preacher as well as the preacher
Catherine of Siena are beings of personal encounter
and conversation; Dominic, when he walked with the
Germanic pilgrims and wanted to answer their spiri-
tual needs, invited his companions to prepare to
speak to the people, saying, “Let us kneel down and
ask the Lord to make us understand and speak their
language, so that we may be able to speak to them
about the Lord Jesus Christ."

(Libellus 59). Thus are the elements of the apostolic
encounter given: meet, pray, listen, converse, and
later preach. This is the sense that | had from my
participation in a General Chapter of our brothers;
in some moments we were Dominics and in others
the Germanic pilgrims, but all of us were Preachers;
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it was an apostolic encounter.

What is left for us to do after this apostolic en-
counter is to develop a responsible and welcoming
attitude in the carrying out of this work in our com-
munity, in our Order; to find, read, and study the
acts of the General Chapter of the Order of Preach-
ers Bogota 2007 and even the previous Chapters.
This is a way to take on our own corresponding
roles in the common mission that we have together
as the Order of Preachers: to preach the Gospel.

My final wish is to share with you that this experi-
ence has transformed the way | live out my vocation
as a layperson; | must tell you that | regained hope
in the Order of Preachers, | increased my under-
standing of the need for mercy with my brothers and
sisters and with myself, and today | now have the
energy to continue...

Translated from the Spanish by
Arizona State University students
Nicole Nicholson and Erwin Suazo

%
It is the custom in the St. Mary Magdalene Chapter to
have a day of reflection on the day of their profession
ceremony. The content of the day consists of reflections
offered by the candidates for profession (first, renewal,
life) on the meaning of the pillars in their lives so far. This
is from the reflection offered by Gilbert Mejia, OPL, who
made his life profession on October 6, 2007.

When | was writing my letter asking to profess for
life. Kathy had given me some advice on what the
content should be. She said just "state how the Pil-
lars spoke to you".....What did each of them mean? .

And with that in mind, | started thinking about
writing my letter, but | really didn®want to think
about it. | knew | wanted to continue as a member of
Dominican Laity but | really didn®want to take the
time to ask the questions WHY (I know -- not very
Dominican). | think my reasoning at the time came
about partly because my job had me over-worked as
usual, and | didn®have the time to reflect. | knew
answering the question "Why" would then lead to
"How".....and then to "What", and so on..... | saw it
snowballing into something far deeper than | had
time to give to truly answer, and it deserved that
time. Then around March, | was taking part in a re-
treat team meeting with CSM (Catholic Singles Min-

istry) and at the end of the meeting the team was
asked to do a community building exercise. We
were asked to go home and put three things into a
brown lunch bag that identified who each of us was,
and then bring it to the next meeting. Well, after the
meeting, | went home and gathered the items; with-
out thinking about it, the items that | put in the bag
were my Dominican cross, a small water color
sketch that | had, and an architect’s scale, in that or-
der. At the next meeting, the bags were gathered
and the contents were then displayed. We were
then asked to explain why the items were chosen.

When my time came, my response to this ques-
tion was “These are my three Joys,” and this pretty
much reflected who I've been becoming or striving
to become, an artist, an architect, A Dominican, |
then gave myself a nice imaginary pat on the back
for my short and direct answers and moved on. After
that meeting | went home and sat down on my
couch, just sat there and thought about the answers
that | gave and why.

Prior to my Dominican walk, my joys came from
my family, then creating art or architecture in that
order. For the longest time | saw myself as a loving
son, brother, uncle, a designer/architect just trying to
bring Christ into my life. | was looking for ways to
create blocks of time for God.....blocks of prayerful
moments. My relationship with God up to walking as
a Dominican, was a very personal, passive contem-
plative act. | never questioned, just accepted, and if |
didn®understand, well, | left it to God to enlighten
me in his good time. Other than my time as a teen-
ager going through Confirmation, | never actively
sought to enrich my knowledge of scripture past
Sunday Mass, let alone to take the time to under-
stand the Doctrinal teachings of the Church. Then
there came a point a number of years back when my
mother’s health started to deteriorate. | found myself
going to daily Mass. | found solace in the readings
as well as the homilies that frs Nathan and Cassian
gave. It was as if the words were written or the
homilies spoken just for me. Then came one of
those God moments for me: at the end of Mass,
there | was, minding my own business, enjoying be-
ing in God'’s presence when Nan tapped me on the
shoulder and said, “You should look at the Domini-
can Laity; they're having an information night.” | re-
member thinking to myself, Was | thinking out loud?
That's not good! I@n working too much, the stress is
getting to me! But | answered her and just said
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oK ...... my thoughts that followed were, OK, God,

baby steps.
Back to that thought "what more was God saying
of me through his Son~......... first, | needed to ask

God “let me get to know your son, not the Divine but
the man....... who is your son? .....Who is Christ?”

In the CCC states "if we want to know Jesus we
should know the Scripture. It is in Scripture we pon-
der Christ® person and his earthly words and deeds
in terms of mystery...” And so | thought a Bible
study class is all | that | needed!

| remember going to Information Night, anyway,
and sitting there thinking to myself: | don®belong
here. | know I@n a faithfilled person. But | also knew
that my knowledge of the teachings of the Church
was pretty minimal and after all — the Dominicans?
The Order of Preachers..... and well me, Preach!
Not on your lifel God, you went too far! Then the
meeting started. They introduced themselves, and
then they discussed who Dominic was, the history
and structure of the Order and why some people
are called to this way of life.....and then Bob Curtis
started to throw out some phrases that stayed with
me. He said that we’re not just another prayer
group, but prayer is at the heart of what we do. We
are not just another Bible study class, but study
forms our prayer,..... then words such as the Pillars
came up, then Prayer, Study, Community, Preach-
ing.....then more phrases like prayer leads to study,
study deepens prayer..... then, came the cool
one .....sharing the fruits of contemplation....It
seemed to be this nice wonderful package, too good
to be true, and so | took the next step and made a
commitment to myself to attend the meetings.

My Inquiry year was an eye — maybe | — opener,
learning about St. Dominic and the legacy he left us
in a way of life that sought and shared the Truth for
the salvation of souls. This inquiry into a Dominican
life deepened my own understanding as to where
my walk for Christ was and how much it lacked. As |
went through the inquiry year, those who were in-
quiring and facilitating the group seemed like very
holy people. Hearing them speak of the Four Pillars
or of a Dominican walk had me in awe. | enjoyed
hearing them speak but at the same time it had me
guestioning if this was the best place for me. My
ability to share or express my faith verbally | found
to be very difficult. | felt that | was in way over my
head and then while searching the Internet | came
across this, a "Letter of St. Thomas Aquinas to

Brother John on How to Study":

“Because you have asked me, my brother John,
most dear to me in Christ, how to set about acquir-
ing the treasure of knowledge, this is the advice |
pass on to you: That you should choose to enter by
the small rivers, and not go right away into the sea,
because you should move from easy things to diffi-
cult things.”...

Then came my year of Candidacy under Karen®
guidance and Tugwell’s The Beatitudes. Mike and |
started meeting to discuss the material for our meet-
ings....I kind of went on this reading frenzy, | be-
came a zealot for knowledge, | scoured the Internet.
| found the Library on the OP West and read all the
articles, printed them, and then inundated Mike with
this stack of copies eager to reflect on them.
| read somewhere "To become a Dominican is to
love study - to love study not merely for its own
sake, but also for the benefits it brings to one’s soul
and to one’s ability to reach others with the truth.”
At that moment Mike was that "other" | was going
to share this fountain of information with him and
have him share those truths with me.

Well, | want to go back to the answer | gave the
CSM group of what the Dominican Cross repre-
sented for me. Again | thought it was a good an-
swer, but now | see it's much more than just some-
thing for me to become, a goal for me to meet.
Though | know that the act of becoming is our for-
mation in the integration of the pillars into our lives,
it's more, and yet so simple, and profound. It's a re-
alization, and acceptance, a YES, to live a way of
life that draws us closer to God, a way of life that
enlightens our hearts and minds to a deeper under-
standing of our love for Him and all that he is, a
way of life that calls us to share that love and under-
standing with others. | feel that it is this Pillar, the
Pillar of Study, that has enriched my growth in my
relationship with God and has given me the ability to
share this with you today.
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The Immaculate Conception Chapter in Washington
DC has no record of her membership, nor have we,
so we have to presume that she was received into
the “Third Order” by a friar, unbeknownst to any of
the Lay Dominicans, and never belonged to a chap-
ter. That practice was once much too common. It
was apparently a matter of great significance and
joy to Ms Wyman, however, and we might well cele-
brate her as our sister and pray for her. The account
of her funeral (www.mydesert.com) quotes a close
friend: “Wyman won an Oscar and a Golden Globe
and was nominated for two Emmys, but...her proud-
est achievement was being named to the Dominican
Third Order.”
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“He was the heart & soul of the sup-
pressed San Diego Chapter, and much
beloved of his local parish. The homilies
by the diocesan pastor at the Rosary and
Funeral mentioned OP Laity, and the Or-
der of Preachers as central to his life. He deeply im-
pacted many of the priests and pastors who passed

thru-and these priests often spoke of it. He was an
LPC rep, circa 1980 and was life professed.” So re-
ports Barry McQuillan, OPL. His obituary notes:
Gruta was born in Cavite City, Philippines on June
24, 1935. He attended Saint Joseph College before
enlisting in the United States Navy in 1957 at U.S.
Naval Station Sangley Point, Philippines. He served
aboard aircraft carriers and air stations during the
Vietnam Conflict, rising to the rank of Chief Aviation
Storekeeper before retiring in 1976. He worked at
AIMD Miramar as a civil servant until 1997. He de-
voted his off-duty time to serving as senior sacristan
at Good Shepherd Catholic Church from 1972 until
his death sometime prior to October 26, 2007. He is
survived by his wife and four grown children.

%1 have received word from the store at
Santa Sabina that our pendant crosses are out of
stock and will not be reordered until sometime next
year. There are a few still in stock in our supplies
here, but when they are gone, we may have to sub-
stitute pins for a while. — Karen
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