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New Voices for  the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together  

� � � �� � �� �	� 
 � � �� 
 ��
 ��� � � �
� � ��� 
 � � �� 
 � � 
 	
 � 
 �� � 
 � � 
 � �

� � � � � � � � � 	 � �

 


 � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � 
 �
� � � � : Dominicans forced out of 
New Orleans (dateline August 31) 
     According to Dominican sources, 
there are no reports of injuries among 
the Dominicans who reside in New Or-
leans in the aftermath of Hurricane Ka-
trina.  [DomLife.org] News of our Family 
have given us some clues of their or-
deal, however, and since New Orleans 
is the headquarters of the Southern 
Province, the potential of huge losses 
certainly presses on us all. 
     The sisters:  members 
of the Eucharistic Mission-
aries of St. Dominic in 
New Orleans, whose 
house is totally sub-
merged, evacuated to the 
Dominican Motherhouse in 
St. Catharine, Kentucky.  
St. Mary’s New Orleans Domini-
cans, whose house was spared 
major damage, have been taken 
in by the Houston Dominicans. 
�� � � The friars:  St. Dominic parish 
and priory, as well as the provincial of-
fice, are in the path of the levee that 
burst from Lake Ponchartrain and are 
flooded. We do not know the status of 
St. Anthony©s parish and priory.   Most, 
if not all, of the brothers are safe and 
staying in Texas.  
     Lay Dominicans: it’s quite a bit 
harder to find out what has happened 
with our Lay Dominican brothers and 
sisters.  There are three chapters in 
New Orleans: St. Anthony Chapter, St. 
Dominic Chapter, and Veritas Chapter.  
Their members live in or near New Or-
leans.  Considering that most of the city 
and environs are under water, it is safe 
to guess that they have lost homes, 

jobs, and necessities.  We pray for their 
safety. 
     On September 1, Southern Provin-  
cial Moderator Bruce Trigo communi-
cated from his  safe haven:   
     “All in all my family and I have noth-
ing to complain about. I am deeply 
grateful for my personal situation but I 
am also deeply disturbed for some of 
my family, fellow Lay Dominicans, 
friends, and coworkers who live in the 
Metro-New Orleans area who have ex-
perienced tremendous loss.”   
     
 � � � � � �We will work through Bruce 

     when he is able to locate 
     the chapter  members and 
     assess their personal 
     needs. 
          Donations can also be 
sent now, directly to the 
Southern Province:   
     “People will want to know 

how they can help. We need funds 
to begin to recover from this dev-
astation and to assist our cowork-
ers and parishioners as much as 
we can. Here is the information:  

Make checks out to Dominican Friars 
Hurricane Relief  

Send the checks to:  
Dominican Friars Hurricane Relief  

c/o St. Albert Priory  
3150 Vince Hagan Dr.  
Irving, TX 75062-4736  

Just a taste of what we are looking at: 2 
of our largest priories flooded. At least 
25 brothers homeless and jobless. Pro-
vincial team homeless. Provincial office 
building flooded. All of our provincial 
and parish office workers homeless and 
several of them without cash on hand 
and with only the clothes on their 
backs. Many Lay Dominicans and pa-
rishioners homeless. Need to set up 

� � � � � � � � � �	 
 ��

�
� �� 	 
 � � 	 � � 	 � �� � � �� � 	 ��

 � � �� �� � � �� � �� � �� � �� � 	 �



� � � �� � ��� �� � 	 �
 � � � 
 ��
2 

� � �� � � �� 	 ����
� � � � �� �

���� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  !�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  !�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  !�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  !� ����
� � � " � � � � � #� � � � $ � � �%�� � � &� � � � � � � � � � � � ' � " � � � � � � � " �� � � " � � � � � #� � � � $ � � �%�� � � &� � � � � � � � � � � � ' � " � � � � � � � " �� � � " � � � � � #� � � � $ � � �%�� � � &� � � � � � � � � � � � ' � " � � � � � � � " �� � � " � � � � � #� � � � $ � � �%�� � � &� � � � � � � � � � � � ' � " � � � � � � � " � ����

“ In this first decade of the Third Christian Millennium we — that is, all humanity — have entered into a new 
unprecedented era of violence and militant polarization… Religious leaders like ourselves should be at the 
forefront of trying to overcome these divisions and promoting peaceful and just resolutions to the problems 
faced by our world,” Sulpician Father Ronald Witherup told members of the Conference of Major Superiors 
of Men in his presidential address during the annual assembly, August 3-6 in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

“Ignorance is at the root of a lot of violence today,” Father Witherup said, “and only study, dialogue and 
careful listening to ‘the other’ can lead us out of this morass.” 

The importance of engaging in interreligious dialogue was echoed in keynote addresses by Trappist Father 
and former Abbot Thomas Keating of Snowmass Abbey in Colorado and the Reverend Bud Heckman, ex-
ecutive director of Religions for Peace USA. 

“We are at the entrance to one of the greatest religious experiences that history has had,” said Abbott Keat-
ing. What is needed to enter into deep interreligious dialogue, he continued, is “A great commitment to the 
transformative process … our response to the grace in others.” We should seek, Abbot Keating said, to 
share “communion” with others — that is communal resting in God, in silence. From his experience of a life-
time of contemplative prayer, he said, “Silence is God’s first language; everything else is translation.” 

“We are in entirely new territory,” said Reverend Heckman, a Methodist minister and executive director of 
Religions for Peace USA. Since passage of the 1965 immigrant act, people of widely diverse faith traditions 
have been coming in ever larger numbers to the United States. He said it is incumbent upon majority relig-
ions to reach out in dialogue. “People from a minority faith tradition don’t have the luxury not to engage in 
interreligious dialogue.” 

The keynote talks and the workshop experiences focused on a personal approach. “Dialogue is not so 
much about the encounters of different faiths. It concerns rather the encounters of people of different 
faiths,” said Father Witherup in his presidential message. 

The theme of the assembly, The Religious Life in an Interreligious World, said CMSM executive director, 
Marist Father Ted Keating, was a reflection of today’s world. “In this country, religious pluralism has become 
a fact of life. It has become a necessity to openly and forthrightly deal with other religions because you can 
no longer truly understand your own faith without seeing how it interacts with other traditions. This seems to 
be a special grace in ‘the signs of the times’.” 

The more than 150 leaders who attended also had an opportunity to attend workshops on the topic of inter-
religious dialogue. Benedictine Father Mark Serna, president of the Monastic interreligious Dialogue, led a 
session on the Catholic monastic experience of dialogue with Buddhist monasticism. Reverend Heckman 
spoke in more detail about interreligious collaboration in peacemaking in local communities around the 
United States. Dr. John Borelli of Georgetown University spoke on interreligious dialogue in the fabric of U.

(Continued on page 3) 
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S. Catholic identity. Jo-Ellen Karstens and David Shaheed led a session on “Focolare: A Lay Ecclesial Com-
munity Rooted by Charism in Interreligious Life and Mission.” Franciscan Friar of the Atonement Elias Mallon 
spoke on the impact on mission and ministry of shifts in the interreligious context of the United States. 

On one afternoon, CMSM members had an opportunity to experience what it is like to be a member of an-
other faith tradition in one session on Native American spirituality led by Paul Ojibway, another on Islam led 
by Judge David Shaheed, and a third on Hinduism led by N.V. Shamasundar. 

The assembled leaders also marked the 60th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima with an interreligious 
prayer service culminating at 4:16 p.m. on August 5 (8:16 a.m. August 6 in Japan) with members of the 
American Buddhist association, Soka Gakkai International. 

During the assembly, CMSM members also met in focus groups, held regional meetings, and heard presen-
tations by Fr. Donald Monan, SJ, and Kerry Robinson of the National Leadership Roundtable on Church 
Management, a group that CMSM has been supporting from its foundation, and an update from Dr. Monica 
Applewhite of Praesidium Religious Services on the progress of the CMSM Instruments of Hope and Healing 
accreditation process for dealing with the abuse of minors. 

At the business meeting of the Conference, CMSM members elected new at-large delegates to the Board of 
Directors. Elected were Abbot John Klassen, OSB of St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, MN, and Very Rev. Tho-
mas Picton, CSSR, provincial of the Redemptorists of the Denver Province. 

At the close of the assembly, Dominican Father Dominic Izzo was installed as president of CMSM for the 
next two years. Father Izzo is the prior provincial of the Dominican Province of St. Joseph, based in New 
York City. 

CMSM promotes the welfare, community life, ministry and mission of more than 20,000 vowed priests and 
brothers through service to the leaders of 210 Catholic religious communities of men in the United States. 

From fr Roberto Corral, OP, Prior Provincial, Western Province 

Bulletin,  August 17, 2005  
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 � � ' � � � ' � � � � �(from your chapter profiles) 
REMEMBER:  we all study and take the fruits to our meetings to discuss.  We prepare to preach. 

  
· Revisiting initial formation:  the Pillars or The Beatitudes plus the Church’s Social Teaching 
· A life of St. Dominic 
· A Gospel 
· A book:  e.g., Borgman’s Dominican Spirituality; Rolheiser’s The Holy Longing;  Dominicana;  
          Schillebeekx’ Sacrament of Encounter with God 
· Encyclicals:  e.g., Pope John Paul II’s “The Theology of the Body” 
· The Eucharist (in the year of the Eucharist) 
· The Catechism of the Catholic Church (selected sections) 



� � � �� � ��� �� � 	 �
 � � � 
 ��
4 

� � �� � � �� 	 ����
� � � � �� �

� � � � � 
 � � � � � ) *�� � � �
      Karen Woods, OPL 

 
 

     We are at the beginning of a new forma-
tion year.  Perhaps it is a good time to share 
with you a reflection that I wrote in response to the 
question “Why does someone want to be a Lay Do-
minican?”     I’ll share it in pieces beginning now and 
continued in subsequent issues of CIW. 
     A person becomes a Dominican of any kind first 
of all because s/he hears God’s call to the charism of 
the Order, to becoming something “more,” to holi-
ness within the Dominican style.  There aren’t any 
other good reasons for entering into Dominican life. 
     A person becomes a Lay Dominican because that 
is the specific call s/he hears -- not to religious life, in 
which one lives out the charism in different ways 
from the lay person, but to lay life, in the marketplace 
and within the family.  S/he recognizes and em-
braces that s/he is to be leaven in a hurting world, a 
light in the dark recesses of modern living, and with 
all the distractions of a worker and family person, in 
the environment of the world (money, position, social 
life), a focus of all that is holy.  It is a lifelong pursuit. 
     During that pursuit, Lay Dominicans  
· study prayerfully (Scripture, theology, spirituality, 

the pillars of the charism)  
· in community (where charity is the norm and one 

practices being that leaven, light, and focus)  
· and preach wherever they are.   
They preach by example, as well as with words when 
the opportunity is right, by testifying to God’s pres-
ence and mercy, and sometimes by preaching for-
mally, perhaps within a paraliturgy or at a retreat or 
through teaching. 
     The commitment to Lay Dominican life is ex-
pressed in a promise before God, the saints, and the 
whole Church to live according to a Rule, the pre-
cepts of which are solemn guidelines that, when fol-
lowed, nurture one©s relationship with God and pre-
pare Lay Dominicans for the mission of the Order:  
preaching.  A Lay Dominican starts out as an In-
quirer, looking more deeply into what constitutes Lay 
Dominican Life and discerning his/her place in it.  
Following that phase, the Lay Dominican is received 
into the Order.  Lay Dominicans are not attachments 
to the Order, not ancillary to it, but part of it, equal 
members to the friars, nuns, and sisters.   
     
To be continued... 

     . 

KAREN’S KALENDAR (so far) 
 
Sept. 15-19:  Meeting, Promoters of 
      Preaching (St. Albert Priory) 
Sept. 25:  Visit to St. Monica Chapter,   
      Benicia 
Oct. 15-17:  LPC Executive Committee    meeting,  
      Riverside  
All other Saturdays in October:  diocesan training to 
      assist in annulments. 

� 
 + , �
Why is it worthwhile and important to lead a Lay 
Dominican life? 

First let us look at the contrary:  
- What would be the effect of the absence of the 
Lay Dominicans? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of the 
Dominican Order? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of the re-
ligious orders? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of the 
Catholic Church? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of the 
Christian churches? 

 
- Why is it important to 
have every small brick in 
its place? 
- What would be the effect 
of the absence of some 
bricks in the church build-
ing? 
- What would be the effect 
of the absence of the ce-
ment between the bricks? 
- What would be the effect 
of the absence of some of 
the walls in the church 
building? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of some 
of the rooms in the church building? 
- What would be the effect of the absence of the 
church building? 

Borrowed from the ECLDF website 
(European Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities ) 

http://laici.op.org/europa/  
Editor: Nikolett Muranyi, OP   
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8� ��those who mourn5�
For the victims of natural disasters, especially Hurricane 
      Katrina; 
For relief of hunger in our world, especially in Africa; 
8� ��� �peaceful solution �� �	� �� �� � �	� � � ��
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 � � �� ����Phil Van Camp; Jane Fantauzzi; @� � � � �
������� � � � � �	� � A� �mother-in-law,�� �� � �� aughter and family;�
      Robert Montano��� � � �� /�9
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7 � �� �7 � �
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 � � �� ����Mary Ann Fesko5�Lydia Grano��
������� 	� �� ��� /� 	� � � ��@� � �� � 5�Pat Dexter5��Marguerite Beaure-
      gard��� � �
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 � � �� ����Margarete Hester� Francis Markley;  
� � �� � � � �� /��
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 �� � � 0���Maury  Glassy5�
B���7 � �%� �� ��� /�9� � �� ��� �.B� 	� � 0���Kathleen and Jim  Schuck, 
      Mark Gross and Family5�Abraham and Isaac Ferguson, 
      Stephanie DeNinno; 
� ���: � � � � 
 �9
 � � �� ���Dionysus Flora; Ann Lozar; Steve May, 
      � � � �� /�: 9�� � � �: � � � �7 � � ;  Arleen Quinn’s brother; Karren 
      Olson;  
� ���<� � 	� 	� C�� � %�� �?� � 1���Lydia Obrero;  Reynalda Comoe; 
      Gloria Navarro; Jeanette Cerutti;  
� ���' �� � ���9
 � � �� ���Delmira Aguilar5�Edward Joseph5�Janelle 
      Viglini, Mary Anna Colwell, Eufemia Vispiras; Nina De
      Lay; Bob Lauritson;  Joyce Calagos’ Aunt Mary Rami
      rez;  
>� �� �?� � � �� �9
 � � �� ����Frances Pastorino, Terry Mersereau, 
      Jane Hoesly, Gerry Chesley, Carol Lavelle, Susan 
      Walsh, Betty Myers, Georgia Massey, Julijeanne Malloy, 
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 � �Fuleki�family��� � � ��Margaret Fuleki©s %�� � � � � � %
 �� ����
������9
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 � � �� ���Joe Rogus, 
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������Patty    Ghilarducci5��Hal and Rose Tanforan;  Vera  O’
      Connor; Earlene Billing; Mary June Kemble .� � ��� � � ;� �
������� 	� �� �05 
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 � � �� ����Luz Montilla, Mary Ann  Tavarez; 
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       Rosario Wynn;  �
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 � � �� ����Suzanne Tumblin; 
      Mark  Aronson; Linda Ryan; Jesus Vega;  
Our brothers:  frs Paul Scanlon,  Vincent Lopez; 
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AVAILABLE FROM DOM SUPPLIES: 
 
DOMINICANA, 2nd Edition,  $16.95 + S&H 
 
NOTE CARDS featuring the art of Gilbert Mejia, 
OPL (St. Mary Magdalene Chapter),  10 cards 
and envelopes, $2.50 + S&H   (NOTE: sample of 
Gilbert’s art — page 1 upper left corner; samples of 
the cards were given to the LPC reps in June)     
 
THE PILLARS, Dominican poetry from 1st an-
nual OPrize for Poetry contest , 12.95 + S&H 
 
Contact Karen at kwoodsopl@juno.com or 480-833-
8599 (leave your order if the machine answers) 
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PRAYER:  Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, You wept over the death of your friend Lazarus. (John 11:35) I wept too 
when I saw the special reports about people starving in the African country of Niger because of their pro-
longed drought and locust infestation. I ache as I picture the lesion-covered skin of a two-year old child, who 
eventually died because his body could no longer ingest food.  Lord, send forth your Holy Spirit to circum-
cise our hearts so that we can be more like God, who shows no favorites. Give us new hearts and put a 
new spirit within. Remove our stony hearts from our bodies, and replace them with natural hearts so that we 
can love our neighbors as ourselves, even the strangers who live on the distant continent of Africa. Grant us 
your strength and courage to execute justice for the orphans and widows from AIDS in Africa, and befriend 
our alien African brothers and sisters. (Deut. 10:16-19; Ezekiel 11:19; Matt. 19:19) You who proclaimed 
Yourself to be the Bread of Life, (John 6:48) at the close of this Year of the Holy Eucharist, transform us into 
becoming more of a Eucharistic People, who give food and drink to the hungry, thirsty, and sick in Africa. 
Gather us into Your prayer “That they (we) may all be one…that they (we) may be brought to perfection as 
one…as the Father and You are one.” (John 17: 21, 23). Grant that we join You, who came “that they (all 
peoples) may have life…abundantly.” (John 10:10)     Amen. 
 
     I pray that your hearts are opened to follow the 2005 updated action recommendations for Africa & AIDS 
from our North American Dominican Promoters of Justice, Peace and Care of Creation. 
STUDY:  Read and promote “A Call to Solidarity with Africa,” Nov, 2001, by the USCCB. (United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops) Publication Number 5-464. Phone: 1-800-235-8722. Or, log on to http://
www.usccb.org/sdwp/africa.htm.   The Sept. 2005 issue of National Geographic magazine covers Africa. 
Also see the new film, The Constant Gardener. Amnesty International supports  
this film. It portrays the realities defining life in modern Africa, and the challenges  
and dangers faced by those trying to address them.  
 
COMMUNITY: We reaffirm our solidarity with the Dominican Family in Africa.  
 
APOSTOLIC ACTIVITY: Advocate and promote the Millennium Challenge   
Account: on African food crisis, debt relief, and global health issues. You can 
read about the Millennium Development Goals at http://www.un.org/
millenniumgoals/ . Read about the MCA at http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/ 
developingnations/millennium.html.  
 
     The North American Dominican JPCC Promoters encourage your participation and support of the      Do-
minican Alliance Care Bear Project for medical aid and research for the Kavu HIV/AIDS Clinic in      Zambia, 
Africa, which treats pregnant women with AIDS to assist them in giving birth to healthy babies who can be 
HIV free with the right medicine. For information about ordering an African Care Bear, please log on to 
http://www.domlife.org. Click on "Alliance" at the top right corner. Next, click on "Collaborative Projects." 
Then, on the left column, click "Africa Project."  Direct email:  info@holybears.com or  www.holybears.
com.  Mention that you’re a Dominican and offer the $4.00 suggested donation fee.  
 
     You can also participate in an Ends AIDS Now Caravan that runs from Oct. 8 to 12, 2005. Log on to 
www.endaidsnow.org to find where the caravan stops near you.  Some cities where the caravans go are: 
Los Angeles, San Diego, Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, Phoenix, Tucson, and Boise. 
 
     In all the above ways we are acting in solidarity with our Dominican Family in Africa “that they may have 
life…abundantly.” 
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land with the broken, the wounded 
and the little people of God. The 
heavenly Ave comes first on her, for 
in truth the Hail Mary is not so much 
an ascending prayer as a down-
ward divine blessing poured out on 
all flesh. Mary stands in the desert 
on behalf of all humanity, so that it 
may blossom once more like the 
rose. The word addressed to Mary 
is addressed to all: "Rejoice, the 
Lord is with you." Here, we all draw 
waters from the springs of salva-
tion, as the fertilizing rain of the Ave 
renews our land. 
      

 � � %$� � � � � #� � � �  � � �
There is a healthy plurality about the Prayer of the 
Rosary, for its long and varied history has produced 
many approaches: it has its rich Marian tradition, as 
witnessed at thousands of Marian shrines, in proces-
sions and in rituals where Mary is crowned as Queen. 
It has too, its Christological orientation as a 
"compendium of the Scriptures“; it is a powerful vocal 
prayer and it is a many leveled way of contemplative 
prayer. It can be prayed in a group or alone. In a 
word, the Rosary is a school of prayer, providing for 
body, soul and spirit. 
     One thinks of the vast collection of Rosary spiritu-
ality from the renowned Alanus de Rupensis, Michael 
de Insulis and William Pepin down to modern times 
and embracing the wealth of Papal teaching and the 
untold wealth of Dominican libraries such as that of 
Santa Maria Novella in Florence. One work which de-
serves special mention is "Le Triple Rosaire" by Pere 
Bernard, the seventeenth Century Dominican of Tou-
louse. Pere Bernard deals with the classic three ages 
of prayer in the Rosary: 
"The Rosary of meditation, or of serious reflec-
tion ... "The Rosary of intimacy, or of looking in 
love .. "The Rosary of union, of resting in the 
Lord and listening in the heart ..."  
     Many who abandoned the Rosary as not in keep-
ing with their spiritual development, would be greatly 
surprised by�rediscovery of this original dynamic. 
[We] would do well to return to these wellsprings of 
our Dominican heritage. 

Entire letter:  to Praise, to Bless, to Preach,  
Dominican Publications 

2004 

#� � / � � $ � � � � � � �   
Letter from the Master of the Order. September 1985 
fr Damian Byrne, OP 
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 
Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields, for the 
faithful vine, growing up in thorns and briers; until 
the Spirit is poured upon us from on high and the 
wilderness becomes a fruitful field." Isaiah 32: 12-15 
     The cry of the Prophet may well have come to 
the lips of Our Holy Father, St. Dominic in 
Languedoc, as again it comes to many of us in our 
own times. The land is desolate and needs to be 
watered from on High. 
 
� $ � � � � / � � �%� � � � � � � � " � � #� � $ � � � � � � �  �9�
: � $ � �2 � � � � � � � � � " : �
     The order was born into a barren land: dichoto-
mized humanity, with flesh warring against the 
spirit, with woman downgraded and life itself de-
spised, was unable to accept the reality of the 
Word made flesh, dwelling in the midst of us. 
     There was only one answer, and it was 
summed up in the simple words: "Hail... the Lord is 
with you... you will conceive in your womb, and 
bear a son..." (Luke 1: 28-31). 
     Whatever critical historians may have to say 
about the Legend of the Rosary, it bears witness to 
the charismatic gift entrusted by the Church to the 
order of Preachers, a gift which we must exercise 
by reason of profession, by our legislation and by 
the constant exhortation of the See of Rome. 
     The Legend, as such, is worth recalling in these 
days of renewed insistence on our preaching min-
istry: After much fruitless labour, tradition has it 
that the Mother of God appeared to Dominic in the 
forest of Bouconne near Toulouse: 
     "Wonder not that until now you have had such 
little fruit from your labours. You have spent them 
on a barren soil, not yet watered with the dew of 
divine grace. When God willed to renew the face of 

the earth he began by sending down 
the fertilizing dew of the Angelic Salu-
tation. Preach my Rosary composed of 
one hundred and fifty Aves, and you 
will obtain an abundant harvest." 
� � � � �" � 0� � � � � � � � � � � �   
     It places Mary in her true ecclesial 
context - waiting herself in the barren 
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Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Dominican Nuns 
 29575 Middlebelt Rd. 
 Farmington Hills, Michigan 48334 
 
August 8, 2005 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic, 

This St. Dominic©s Day finds our community re-
joicing in the special celebrations connected with the 
Year of the Eucharist as well as sharing in the ex-
citement of the preparations for the Jubilee Year 
2006. For us, 2006 will be a "double anniversary" - 
to mark the 800th year since the 1st group of Domini-
can Nuns were established at Prouilhe, France - and 
also the 100th year of the foundation of our commu-
nity in the Archdiocese of Detroit, Michigan. 

So much has happened since our last St. 
Dominic©s letter, it is difficult to know where to be-
gin. The events surrounding the death of our be-
loved Pope John Paul II, the conclave, and the inau-
guration of our new Holy Father, Benedict XVI, 
heightened our awareness of our unique place as 
cloistered contemplatives at the heart of the Order 
and of the Church. In witnessing these historic 
events via the communications media we reaffirmed 
our hidden but real "connectedness" with all people 
around the world - the mystical body of Christ. 

The annual Corpus Christi procession is always 
a very special time for us at the Monastery of the 
Blessed Sacrament. This year we were fortunate to 
have Fr. Michael Mascari, O.P., Prior Provincial of 
St. Albert the Great Province to preach the Novena 
of Masses preceding the Feast. 

St. Dominic©s patch of garden in Farmington Hills 
seemed to be really blossoming earlier this summer 
as we welcomed four new sisters to our community. 
In May, Sr. Mary Francis arrived here from Nigeria, 
in June, Sr. Theresa and Sr. Jeanne from Vietnam, 
and in July, Sr. Nadine from Chicago! 

Sr. Mary Francis is a first year novice in our com-
munity, Sr. Theresa is in her year of integration in 

preparation for solemn vows, and Sr. Jeanne is here 
for her novitiate as a cloistered Dominican nun. Sr. 
Nadine, our most recent arrival, is beginning her 
new life in the Order as a postulant. 

We thank God for the abundant blessings He has 
bestowed upon us, the Dominican Family, and the 
entire Church this past year and we pray that, 
through the intercession of our Holy Father St. 
Dominic, God will grant all of us a great outpouring 
of grace throughout the upcoming Jubilee year. 

 In St. Dominic and St. Catherine 
and all the Dominican Saints and 
Blesseds, 
 � ���� � �� �� 	 
���
 �� ., Prioress 
and Community 

 

 

 

 

Feast of St Dominic, 
August 2005 
 
� � � %$� ��� � %� � � � � � � � � �
( � � %� �� #�� $ � �� � � � %$�� � �
by�Brian Pierce OP 
Promoter of the Dominican Family  
in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
     We are in Vespers of the feast of our founder, 
Dominic Guzmán, “preacher of grace” – preacher by 
means of word, and preacher by example. His life 
was a holy preaching. In the General Chapter of 
Providence in 2001, Fr Paul Murray OP made a 
comment about a history of the life of St Dominic, 
which seems to me to be deeply significant: 
According to one of the contemporaries of Saint 
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Dominic – Friar John of Bologna -after a number of 
occasions in which he remained prostrate on the 
floor of the church, Dominic arose 
and offered two small acts of hom-
age: “he visited each one of the al-
tars of the church... until midnight 
and afterwards went discreetly to 
visit the brothers who were sleeping, 
and, if necessary, covered them.” 
The way in which this story has been 
written produces in one a sense of 
the reverence of Dominic toward 
each one of the altars of the church 
and is, in some way, closely related 
to the reverence and care for the 
brothers who were sleeping.    
     It is as if Dominic would recognize, before any-
thing else, the presence of the sacred in the altars 
and afterwards, with no less reverence, this same 
presence in his own brothers. A phrase of Nicholas 
Cabaslas, cited by Yves Conger many years ago, 
has always called my attention in a powerful way. It 
says thus: “From among all the visible creatures, 
only human nature can really be an altar.” 
     Dominic teaches us by this gesture of fraternal 
caring that God is present in our brother and sister, 
and in all the persons around us. God is present in 
the youth of the Dominican Youth Movement of Mex-
ico, and in the prioress of a community in  
Ecuador. God accompanies a married couple of  
Dominican laity in Costa Rica, and a group of forma-
tors in a course in Lima. God speaks to us from the 
contemplative monks of Cuba and from the friar 
threatened with death in Brazil. God is present in the 
victims of the war in Iraq and in the victims of the 
terrorism in London. God and the Kingdom are 
near – as near as the brother or sister at our side.     
     And if God is near, that signifies that His Word is 
near and that word that we listen to and preach is 
near. 
     To discover the Word of God hidden in the heart 
of a neighbor – isn’t that the challenge of Dominican 
contemplation? As St John says, “That which we 
hear,  that which we have seen with our eyes, that 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched, we come to recognize.” ( 1 Jn 1-   3) We 
come to recognize that which we discover in a 
neighbor, The Word that we preach is a gift,  
indeed, many times it is a surprise.  
     Wasn’t that the experience of the first disciples of 

     Emmaus -- the unknown pilgrim that they met on 
the road and ran   to share his gift with all the    

     community? Couldn’t we say that  many 
     times the preaching born from these 
     paschal  encounters goes on giving 
     through the  road of life?  Isn’t this what 
     they call  the “grace of the preaching”? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Feast of St Dominic! 
Fraternally, 
� ��� � �� �������
 � �

From www.DomLife.org 
Translated by Doris Regan, OP (Columbus/Honduras) 

 

 

Dominic, our brother and  
father, you who walked with eyes 

open, with ears attentive to the 
freely given surprises of God, 

pour out over the  
Dominican Family  

the grace of the preaching.  
 

Intercede before God so that, 
through your Son,  

he gives us  
the gift of contemplation;  

a contemplation capable of rec-
ognizing His divine  

Presence in our neighbor,  
capable of listening to His  
divine Word in the fragile,  

human word of those  
who surround us.  

 
Give us, Father Dominic,  
the courage to announce  

to the world  
the silent and saving presence of 

the Lord  
who we discover each day  

in the human altars  
of your beloved people. 

 
Amen 
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And this was the cause for instituting our 
Order. I heard this from the first brethren 
who were in that territory with Blessed 
Dominic (Bourbon, n. 83 [cf. n. 251]).  

21. Among those the Bishop kept with him was the 
subprior Dominic, whom he regarded highly and 
loved greatly. This was Brother Dominic, the foun-
der of the Order of Preachers and its first friar, who, 
from that moment, began to be called, not subprior, 
but Brother Dominic. He was a true Dominic "man 
of the Lord", protected by the Lord, innocent of sin; 
a true man of the Lord, adorned with every virtue of 
the Lord.  
103. But more splendid than the miracles were his 
sublime character and burning zeal, which indis-
putably proved him a true vessel of honor and 
grace, a vessel adorned with every precious stone. 
His mind always retained its usual calm, unless he 
was stirred by compassion and mercy; and, be-
cause a joyful heart begets a cheerful face, he 
manifested the peaceful harmony within his soul by 
his cordial manner and his pleasant countenance. 
So steadfastly did he adhere to a decision reached 
before God that he seldom, if ever, changed a re-
solve born of due reflection. And, while the joy 
which shone in his features bore witness to a clear 
conscience, the light of his countenance was not 
cast down to the ground.  
104. This cheerfulness is what enabled him so eas-
ily to win everyone©s affection, for, as soon as they 
looked at him, they were captivated. No matter 
where he happened to be, whether on a journey 
with his companions or in the house of a stranger, 
or even in the presence of princes, prelates, or 
other dignitaries, his conversation was always edi-
fying and abounded with allusions which would 
draw his hearers toward love for Christ and away 
from love of the world. At all times his words and 
his works proclaimed him a man of the Gospel. 
During the day, none was more affable, none more 
pleasant to his brethren or associates.  
105. At night none was more instant in prayer or 
watching. In the evening, tears found a place with 

him and, in the morning, gladness. The daytime he 
shared with his neighbor, but the night he dedi-
cated to God, for he knew that, in the daytime, God 
has commanded His mercy, and a canticle to Him 
in the night. He wept frequently; indeed, his tears 
were his bread day and night. In the day he shed 
tears during his Mass and, at night, during his untir-
ing vigils.  
   ———————————————————————– 

�� � In establishing the  
International Day of Peace, the United Nations 
General  Assembly decided that it would be appro-
priate   
"to devote a specific time to concentrate the efforts 
of the United Nations and its Member States, as 
well as of the whole of mankind, to promoting the 
ideals of peace and to giving positive evidence of 
their commitment to peace in all viable ways… 
(The International Day of Peace) should be de-
voted to commemorating and strengthening the 
ideals of peace both within and among all nations 
and peoples." 
     The Assembly©s resolution declared that the In-
ternational Day of Peace  
"will serve as a reminder to all peoples that our   
Organization, with all its limitations, is a living in-
strument in the service of peace and should serve 
all of us here within the Organization as a con-
stantly pealing bell reminding us that our perma-
nent commitment, above all interests or differences 
of any kind, is to peace. May this Peace Day in-
deed be a day of peace."  
 
� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � 
 � � � � �� � � � � � � �
� � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � ! " #� �

$ $ $ %�� � � � � � � �� � � �
 � � � � � � � 
 � %� � &�

� � � � � � � � � �	 
 ��	 � � 
 �



� � � �� � ��� �� � 	 �
 � � � 
 ��
11 

� � �� � � �� 	 ����
� � � � �� �

���� � � � $ � � � � � � � � !�<7 !� � � � � =�� � � $ � � � � � � � � !�<7 !� � � � � =�� � � $ � � � � � � � � !�<7 !� � � � � =�� � � $ � � � � � � � � !�<7 !� � � � � =� ����
� %� / � � �%� � � � � � " � �� %� / � � �%� � � � � � " � �� %� / � � �%� � � � � � " � �� %� / � � �%� � � � � � " � � �
By MARLISE SIMONS 
 
Brother Roger, the Swiss Protestant 
theologian who in 1940 founded a 
community of monks in Taizé, in east-
ern France, that became a worldwide 
ecumenical movement, died there on 
Tuesday. He was 90. 
     Brother Roger was stabbed in the 
throat during an evening service in his church by a 
woman who was attending the ceremony. He died 
almost immediately. 
     With his group of monks - including Lutheran, 
Anglican, Evangelical, Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox members - he sought to create greater 
unity among Christian churches, but his focus above 
all was to awaken spirituality among the young peo-
ple in Europe who were growing up in a secular 
world. 
     Before the fall of Communism, he and his group 
had quietly created prayer circles among Catholics 
in Poland and Hungary and Protestants in East Ger-
many that proved influential during protests in those 
countries. The Taizé prayer groups with their mes-
sage of peace and conciliation eventually also 
reached into the United States... He became well 
known as both a mystic and a realist, a man with a 
humble personal style who was able to attract tens 
of thousands of followers. He also became a driving 
force behind the annual World Youth Day, being 
held this week in Cologne, Germany.  
     The Taizé center and Brother Roger drew tens of 
thousands of pilgrims a year. Although he was seen 
by many as a guru, he preferred to use the phrase, 
"My brothers and I want to be seen as people who 
listen, never as spiritual masters." ... 
     ...Pope Benedict XVI, who knew Brother Roger 
personally, said at his summer residence in Castel 
Gandolfo yesterday that the "sad and terrifying" 
news "strikes me even more because just yesterday 
I received a very moving and very friendly letter from 
him."   The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Wil-
liams, the head of the Church of England, said, 
"Brother Roger was one of the best-loved Christian 
leaders of our time."  
     Brother Roger was born Roger Schutz on May 
12, 1915, in Provence, a small town in Switzerland, 

the son of a Swiss Calvinist pastor and 
a French Protestant mother. After 
studying theology at the University of 
Lausanne, he and a group of friends 
concluded that it might be possible to 
avert war in Europe if Christians could 
unite. He left in 1940 for the Burgundy 
region, where he bought a house in 
the village of Taizé, not far from the 
Roman Catholic Abbey of Cluny. He 
and a small group of theologians and 

friends gathered there and, among themselves, took 
monastic vows.  
     During World War II, even before the group be-
came known as a community, the monks hid refu-
gees, including Jews and resistance fighters. Al-
though they were forced to leave by the Gestapo, 
the Nazi secret police, the community moved to Ge-
neva and quietly grew. There Brother Roger and 
other theologians first set out their principles: "to 
pursue joy, simplicity and compassion."  They were 
able to return to Taizé in 1944. 
     Although Brother Roger once said they only 
wanted to be a community of 15, the Taizé group 
now includes close to 100 monks from more than 20 
countries.  Its following grew rapidly during the 
1980©s and 90©s, above all because of his special ap-
peal to young people.  
     As his health became more frail and he began 
using a wheelchair, he named Brother Alois, a Ger-
man Roman Catholic, to succeed him. The Taizé 
community said on its Web site yesterday that 
Brother Alois had taken charge. 
     Brother Roger shunned doctrine, and he and his 
fellow monks developed chants that merged the 
meditative prayers of Christian religions.  
     Part of his appeal may have been his dislike of 
formal preaching, while encouraging a spiritual 
quest as a common endeavor. During a Taizé gath-
ering in Paris in 1995, he spoke to more than 
100,000 young people who were sitting or lying on 
the floor of an exhibition hall, amid backpacks and a 
sea of candles. "We have come here to search," he 
said, "or to go on searching through silence and 
prayer, to get in touch with our inner life. Christ al-
ways said, Do not worry, give yourself." 

© 2005 New York Times Company (August 18, 2005) 
Reprinted with permission 
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emergency office location. Etc. etc. etc.” 
�
� � � � � � ' � � �
�� � Evangelina Flores, LPC Rep., and Catherine 
McCloud-Everson, alternate (San Martín de Porres 
Chapter). �� �  
� ' � ( � 
 � � � 
 � � ' � � � � ' �
�� � Sr Gloria Marie Jones, OP, elected Prioress 
General of the Dominican Sisters of Mission San 
Jose; and, elected to the council, srs Cecilia Cana-
les (Vicaress), Mary Virginia Leach, Luz Quintero 
(Mexico), Johnellen Turner and Alicia Lucey;  
     Brian and Amy Dragoo, Chris and Rose De-
caen, Dom and Maria Forte, and Joy Blanchard, 
received, August 14 (St. Thomas Aquinas Chapter); 
     Linda Heywood and Catherine Sullivan,  re-
ceived; Sandra LaChance  and Brian White , first 
profession, Veronica Englett and Katie Gillen, re-
newal, August 21 (Holy Trinity Chapter); 
     Evelyn Isidro, life promises, August 28 (St. 

Rose of Lima Chapter). 
����� �� �� �� �  
� 
 � � �>� �� 
 
 � �
�     Congratulations to Michael Sherwin, OP, on 

the publication of his book, By Knowledge and 
By Love, subtitled, Charity and Knowledge in the 
Moral Theology of St. Thomas Aquinas, by the 
Catholic University Press of America.  It exam-
ines “Aquinas’ psychology of action and theology 
of charity” and concludes that Aquinas in his 
later works integrates, not divorces, reason and 
will.�� �

� The Provincial Office has been contacted by a 
freelance English-Spanish translator who of-
fers his services for Catholic brochures, preach-
ing materials, conferences, etc.  If you have 
such a need, he can be reached at translations 
@louisbaudry.com.  The LPC will have a voca-
tional brochure translated for use by the chap-
ters when and as needed. 

 


