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Barry McQuillan has received word
that money sent into our Lay Domini-
cans in lraqg after Easter has finally ar-
rived in their hands. Here is the emalil
that Barry received, tran-

Basilica in San Francisco. Lay repre-
sentatives of each order processed into
the Basilica followed by concelebrating
priests and Archbishop. Gifts repre-
senting each order were presented to
the Archbishop at the Offertory. The
celebration was followed by a dessert
reception in the parish hall.

scribed a bit to enhance
understanding:

Dear Barry

I am thankful to you.
Welcome from our Jesus

| wish you are in good
health. We received from
you $X via Fr. Y.

I am thankful in your sharing
in our pain by your support
from many, because we
need this support.

That (support) refers to our
deep brotherly relationship
that binds us, although we
are far apart.

We hope/wait for the day to

—submitted by Gloria Serpa, OPL

St. Andrew Chapter:
Nancy Sebastian, Mod-
erator; Rita Bladow,
Assistant Moderator; Paul
Stempel, Secretary;
John de |la Fontaine,
Treasurer; Barry McQuil-
lan, LPC Rep; Ofelia
Barretto, LPC Alternate;
Christine Montano, For-
mation Director; Martin
Szczeniak, Ramona Van
Camp and Ofelia Bar
retto, Councilors;

come that we can meet to-
gether. Also, | thank everyone in your
chapters and we will remember you in
our prayers.

Pray for our Family meeting that will
have all the chapters in Irag, meeting
August 8, 2006. Please pray for us.

Name withheld
President of the chapters in Iraqg.

On August 5, 2006, laity from the
Augustinian, Carmelite, Dominican and
Franciscan Orders gathered with Arch-
bishop George Niederhauer, for a Eu-
charistic Celebration at Mission Dolores

Holy Rosary Chapter:
Annette Wostl, Moderator; Mary Hal-
vorson, Asst Moderator; Cecelia
Hoesly, Secretary; Maria Graf, Treas-
urer; John White, Formation Director;
Becky Lewis, LPC Representative;
Cecelia Hoesly Alternate LPC Rep.;
Councilors: Tony Galati, Carol
McCaulley, Margaret Fuleki.

George Kubeck and Tim Polman-
teer, first profession, August 12
(Bartolomeo de las Casas Chapter in
Formation);

Hud Wilkins and Rosemay Barr ,
received; Michael Starr and Margot
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Feast of St. Dominic 2006
My brothers and sisters:

I am writing to you at a time when violence and
war are escalating in the Middle East and the world
is in a state of deep crisis. Thousands of innocent
people have been killed, wounded or have lost their
homes. It is an uncertain and critical time, one which
calls us to deepen our faith in a God of peace and in
hope that peace will return to the region and to other
troubled areas of our world.

More and more, the Dominican Family is being
urged to raise the call for Peace and to be the
peacemakers that our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to
be in Matthew's Gospel. How can we be peacemak-
ers in this time?

At the request of the International Dominican
Commission for Justice and Peace, | invite all
Dominicans around the world to join together in
prayer for peace on September 21, 2006, a day
designated by the United Nations as Interna-
tional Day of Peace.

As a sign of solidarity and in hope that peace
may come to our world, we are asking all the mem-
bers of the Dominican Family around the world to
join us in a simple gesture of prayer for peace. We
believe, as you do, that Jesus Christ calls us to be
peacemakers and praying together is a sign of our
belief that peace is possible.

On the United Nations International Day of
Peace, September 21, we ask the Dominican Family
to hold a holy hour together in whatever circum-
stances are appropriate. We encourage you to walk
for peace, hold a procession, or stand on a street
corner; light candles, ring bells. Hold public prayers
for peace. Invite your friends and neighbors to join
you in solidarity and in a hope that peace may come
to the world wherever violence and hatred are pres-
ent.

| want to express my deepest support and encour-
agement to the International Dominican Commission
for Justice and Peace who are asking us to join
them on this day of peace.

We pray that you may find ways to participate in
this prayer that will wrap the world in God's grace
and hope.

Your brother in Christ and Dominic,
Brother Carlos Azpiroz Costa
Master of the Order

by fr Michael Hurley, OP

For centuries, the Rosary has
provided a contemplative path by
which we enter into the mysteries of
the gospel. Praying the Rosary can
lead us to the wellspring of gospel
grace and can enkindle our love of
God and neighbor.

ST. DOMINIC AND THE EVOLUTION OF
THE ROSARY

The beginnings of this devotion have been con-
nected to St. Dominic and his followers. According
to legend, the Mother of God appeared to St.
Dominic and gave him the Rosary as an effective
means to join vocal and contemplative prayer with
preaching the truth in order to call all to conversion
of life.

However, long before the time of St. Dominic,
there was the custom of counting repeated prayers
by the use of a string of beads, knots, or pebbles in
a bowl. This form of prayer was common among
non-Christian religions, e.g., Muslims and Bud-
dhists, as well as among Christians. As the liturgical
life of the Church developed, the 150 psalms com-
prised the most important part of the official, public
prayers prayed by the clergy and the monks in mon-
asteries. Yet, because the majority of Christians
had neither the leisure nor ability to pray the Psalter
on a daily basis, there was an attempt to create a
substitute for the 150 psalms. The Our Father and
Hail Mary began to be used as substitute prayers for

(Continued on page 3)




(Continued from page 2)

the Psalms. Even those who did not have copies of
the Scripture or the Breviary could say these prayers
in place of chanting the Psalms. The Rosary began
to be called the “Psalter of the Laity.” In this way,
praying the Rosary provided a path whereby all
could travel the road of contemplative prayer and be
connected to the liturgical life of the universal
Church. Since the Rosary fosters a unique blend of
vocal, mental, and contemplative prayer, it serves as
a model for Dominican prayer, and thus the Order of
Preachers encourages its devotion with enthusiasm.

THE ROSARY AS A GUIDE ON OUR
SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

When we pray the Rosary, the
mysteries of salvation come alive in
us. The twenty decades of the rosary
follow the path of our human experi-
ence. Our lives are a mixture of joy
and insight, sorrow and disappoint-
ment, achievement and acclaim. The
joyful, luminous, sorrowful, and glori-
ous mysteries of the Rosary form a
pattern which reflects this rhythm of human experi-
ence. The mysteries of the Rosary tell us that God
is with us even within the routine of our lives, and
when we pray these mysteries we discover that our
own human experience is the place where God
touches us.

In the joyful mysteries, we are invited to reflect
on the ways in which God comes alive in our lives.
At the heart of these mysteries is the birth of Jesus,
the manifestation of the long awaited coming of the
Messiah. In the mystery of the Incarnation, God is
personally united with our human nature so that we
might share in the life of God. But this does not hap-
pen all at once. First there is preparation: the An-
nunciation and Visitation. Mary is chosen to be the
mother of Jesus and she accepts this vocation with
all its responsibilities. Next there is the growth in the
life of faith: the Presentation and the Finding in the
Temple.

In the joyful mysteries, we discover that God
comes alive in our lives through a process of prepa-
ration and growth. This process is the life of faith,
and so the joyful mysteries are mysteries of faith.
We do not always see how God is working in our
lives, and we do not always know or want to carry
out what God is calling us to do. Yet in these joyful

mysteries, we are given a glimpse of what it means
to follow God with the confidence that there is joy in
living a life of faith.

The luminous mysteries are moments where
faith comes alive in concrete, human events. At the
center of these mysteries is the proclamation of the
Gospel.  Jesus’ public ministry revolves around
preaching the good news of salvation. Accompany-
ing this preaching are the signs that Jesus is the
Messiah -- his baptism and miracles (the Wedding
feast at Cana). Unlike the prophets of the Old Cove-
nant who point to a future Messiah, Jesus points to
himself as the fulfilment of these prophecies. Jesus

is himself the Way to the Father and he
reveals this divine characteristic to Pe-
ter, James, and John in the Transfigu-
ration. And yet, though Jesus is the in-
finite Word of God, he does not want to
be separated from us and for this rea-
son he gives us himself as food in the
institution of the Eucharist. Here again
we see the process of faith in action:
preparation through witness and mira-
cle, the actual preaching of the faith,
and finally, a deeper patrticipation in God’'s own life
through the intimate sharing of the Eucharist. Thus
the luminous mysteries call us to preach the faith
which we have received and to be faithful to the Eu-
charistic life in which we partake.

The sorrowful mysteries recount the moments
of pain, disappointment, and ultimately death that
are part of our human experience. In the face of
suffering, God does not eliminate our grief, but
rather transforms suffering and death into an expres-
sion of divine love. In Jesus’ agony in the garden,
amid his cruel scourging and crowning with thorns,
we are horrified to see the ugliness that is the conse-
quence of sin. When we reject Christ in our lives,
when we separate ourselves from God’s love, we
are deeply wounded in mind, body, and spirit. Yet,
Jesus does not avoid his cross. He willingly takes it
up and carries it in order to show how much he truly
loves us. By his death on the cross, Jesus offers
himself completely to his Father and in this obedien-
tial act of faith, he redeems the world. In order to
share in this redemptive act, we are also called to
unite all of our daily pains and toils with Jesus’ own
suffering. The sorrowful mysteries teach us that
God is with us in our pain — not always to take it

(Continued on page 7)



The Vietnamese Chapters’ Representative,
Luyen Troung, OPL, went to Calgary AB, Canada
(from July 6th-8th)for celebrate the 25th Anniver-
sary of Vicariate Vincent Liem after he joined as an
observer the Annual Meeting of Western Province.
He got a lot good thing for Dominican Laity life from
Province Meeting and from days at Calgary, Can-
ada. We, the Children of God with the same Do-
minican Traditional way to practice, must be to-
gether doing the OP.'s Mission. Help each other
and hold each other's hand. Unite we have cha-
risma of our Order.

On August 5, 2006 we, chapters of The North-
ern California altogether retreat and celebrate the
Dominic Feast at Saint Mary Church, Oakland.
There are 23 members had temporary vow and 6

life professed vow.
—submitted by Luyen Troung, OPL

On the 31° of October, 1980, the first Vietnam-
ese Dominican Lay Fraternity/Chapter were
founded at the St. Barbara Parish with the number
of around 20 members. One year later, other Fra-
ternity was founded at the St. Callistus Parish and
another one at the St. Cecilia Parish. At the present
time, August 2006, the Diocese of Orange has 8
Vietnamese Dominican Lay Fraternities located at
8 different parishes with the over 600 members,
among them 218 members did Temporary Profes-
sion and 241 did Permanent Profession and 135
were vested as Dominicans. Our members joined
many different types of ministry of the local parish
and the activities of our Vietnamese Catholic Com-
munity. We celebrated together the Feast of St.
Dominic with annual Profession Ceremonies, St.
Catherine of Siena with annual Dominican Vesting
Ceremonies and Our Lady of Rosary. Every two
months we have one meeting for the Executive
Committee of 8 Chapters and each Chapter has a

monthly meeting.
—submitted by Dominic Nhan Van Nguyen, OPL
Council President, of the Viethamese Dominican Laity of
the Diocese of Orange, California.

The Holy Spirit Chapter received Hud Wilkins
and Rosemay Barr on August 8, 2006. Michael
Starr and Margot Pillette renewed their professions
for 2 years. This was followed by a celebration at
the Friar's house. Our Chapter will hold an informa-

tional meeting to attract new members on Septem-
ber 17, 2006. Our professed group decided they
will continue the study of The Compendium of So-
cial Justice for the upcoming year, and the Candi-
dates will study the Beatitudes. We will all come to-

gether in April for a retreat.
—submitted by Margot Pillette, OPL

Holy Rosary Chapter: we held our annual
chapter picnic on Aug. 20 (postponed from July 23
when triple digit heat was expected) at the beautiful
lakeside home of Maria Graf's daughter, Christina.
About 15 chapter members enjoyed the delicious
barbequed chicken, sausages, salads, rolls, fruit,
pies, iced tea and lemonade that Maria, Christina,
Christina's husband and Maria's sister prepared
and served. We celebrated St. Dominic's Feast
Day on Aug. 8 by going out to dinner as a group to
Steamers Restaurant. This was in addition to the

parish celebration on Sunday.
—submitted by Roberta Powell, OPL

Holy Trinity Chapter: Our retreat was resched-
uled for Oct 14-15, Sr. Silvie Pare, OP, will lead us
and share her study of the history of the Dominican
sisters. Linda Heywood and Rachel Jordan will be
making first profession, Roger and Marie Grinstead
are to be received (Sunday at the end of the re-
treat). We will be studying "The New Wine of Do-
minican Spirituality” for our ongoing formation this
year. As a chapter we sent $110 to the Iraq fund
and some individuals sent $ through our chapter to
the hurricane fund. So far, we have ten Inquirers!

CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS ASSISTANTS:

Many thanks to frs Nathan Castle and Carmen
Mele, OP, who served as RAs for St. Mary Magda-
lene and St. Monica Chapters, resp. We so appre-
ciate you!

Many thanks to sr Patt Smith, OP, who has
served as RA for Holy Trinity Chapter. That part-
nership has been wonderful, and the chapter will
MIss you.

We pray God's special blessings on you and all
of our Religious Assistants whom we value so very
much.
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Lord, take me where You

want me to go;

Let me meet whom You

want me to meet;

Tell me what You want me to say; and
Keep me out of your way.

IN MEMORIAM —
9/11/01

Father Mychal Judge, OFM - FDNY - died 9/11/01




Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

Shown is a snapshot from our July 22-26, 2006, North
American Dominican Justice Promoters’ meeting at the
Weber Center in Adrian, Michigan. These Justice Promot-
ers volunteered suggestions about how they might handle
a case study concerning the Death Penalty.

Some of the highlights of the meeting included an Inter-
national Perspective of the Order given by our General
Co-promoter for Justice and Peace, Father Prakash Lo-
hale, O.P., a DVD presentation of what North American
Dominican Justice Promoters have done this last year,
and a PowerPoint presentation from Father Miguel Con-
cha Malo, O.P., from Mexico.

Did you know that 2006 marks 800 years of Dominican

Justice Promoters from the Western Province  history (1206-2006), 25 years of Justice and Peace promo-
Ff;tomfghyjf’éﬁ gffﬁgi;g;;jg’?;a% promoter o J°C: & MY tion by the International Commission, and 10 years of
Tacoma, WA; s Stella Goodpasture, OP, Justice Promoter for the Do-  Presence of the Dominicans at the United Nations in Ge-
minican sisters of Mission San Jose, CA; s Marion Irvine, O.P,, Justice neva? On Sunday, July 23, 2006, we had a picnic in cele-
Promoter for the Dominican Sisters of San Refadl; fr Francis Goode, O, pyration of the 10™ Anniversary of Dominican Presence in

Geneva.

By Sept. 2006, the 2006-2009 North American Dominican Justice
priorities should be posted in www.domlife.org. We also decided to ask
Fr. Carlos Azpiroz, O.P., to make a statement for Sept. 21, 2006, The
International Day for Peace. Check out the International Dominican
Commission for Justice and Peace website at http://jp.op.org _and
page 2 of this CIW.

When the 35 Justice Promoters were asked what their top priorities
are, the most votes went for Immigration. The second combined top
issue was Global Warming/Energy/Sustainability.

Catholic Relief Service has a wonderful DVD titled, “THE LINE IN
THE SAND/Stories from the U.S./Mexico Border.” It uses the power of
Lheater to tell _the personal_storles_ of _people al.ffected by U.S./Mexico left), wiith other North American Domini-

order migration. Information online is at http://www.crs.org/ ) )

: . . can Justice Promoters preparing for Morn-
dramaproject/. To support farmers in Chiapas, you can purchase Just ing Prayer in the Circle Meditation Garden
Coffee at http://www.justcoffee.ora/. Or, order at 1-(866)545-6406. at the Weber Center in Adrian, Michigan.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops published a July 2001
statement, “GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE: a plea for dialogue pru-
dence and the common good. Publication No. 5-431. To order, phone (202) 722-8716.

General Co-promoter of Justice for the Or-
der, fr Prakash Lohale, OP, (third from

" #  $%



(Continued from page 3)
Dominicans and the Rosary, cont.

away from us, but to transform it into an act of love.
Certainly this is not an easy task: no one ought to
love suffering. Yet as we meditate on what Christ
suffered for us, we come to understand that when
suffering touches those who love, love transforms
suffering. God is with us in the midst of suffering.

Finally, the glorious mysteries are mysteries of
hope. In the Resurrection, we see that death is not
the end, the love with which Jesus offers himself
blossoms forth into new life. For those who perse-
veringly trod shoulder-to-shoulder with Christ
through the joys and sorrows, the love and agony of
the preceding mysteries now find themselves experi-
encing new life in Christ. And sharing in this new life
does not just happen in a moment of being saved or
an experience of grace, but rather is lifelong activity
and growth in the life of the Spirit. Through the birth
of the Church at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit has been
given to each one of us in order to share our gifts
with others. Our life is not merely our own. We are
called to place our gifts at the service of one another
in order to help each other love God in a more inti-
mate way. Meditating on the final glorious mysteries
enlivens our hope that, just like Mary, we too will
share in the glories of heaven and come to true ful-
filment and happiness in heaven.

When we pray the Rosary, we are led from medi-
tating on one of these mysteries into a place of con-
templation. Whereas in meditation we ponder these
saving events, in contemplation, we encounter the
presence of Jesus. Wherever we are on our spiritual
journey, the mysteries of the Rosary touch the per-
sonal moments of joy, sorrow, and expectation
which form the fabric of our lives. By praying the
Rosary, our lives are slowly being transformed into
new life with Christ.

$%

Suggested Prayer Sources:

Here is a prayer service based on the Beatitudes.
(Word document)

World Prayers for Peace_website

Prayers for Peace in Irag_(World Council of

Churches)

Iraq: The Way To Peace (USCCB website)

Ways to Participate:

The North American Dominican Justice Peace and
Care of Creation Promoters suggest public prayers
such as processions, vigils and simply standing in a
public place. Any activity at all that invites others is
welcome and encouraged. Whatever way works,
use it. Join the world wide Dominican Family in this
moment of peace and solidarity.
Ring Bells
Gather around a peace pole
Light Candles
Candles in window at night
Invite other Dominicans to join you
Invite friends
Walk in procession to a public park
Stand on the corner
Hang Banners
Hold a holy hour
Pray the Rosary

Places to Gather
Motherhouses
Schools
Social Service Centers
Day Care Centers
Parishes
Retreat Centers
Federal Building
Public Park
Playground
Bus Stop
Subway Entrance
—from www.Domlife.org
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By Susan Nerone, OPL
Mary, Mother of Truth Chapter

| am filled with excitement! Here | am, at St. Al-
bert’s priory, after ten years as a Dominican, where
my generous Mesa Chapter council sent me to tag
along as an observer to the Lay Provincial Council
Meeting. It was just as | imagined it to be, only
smaller in size, but those who live within its walls are
larger than life! The first thing | noticed was the
stately charm of the old building; founded in 1932,
the kitchen/dining annex, chapel and other structures
were completed in 1951. | watched the brothers bus-
ily tending to the beautiful gardens through the un-
locked, opened, iron gate. Straining to see around
lawn equipment and robes, | saw a peaceful place
that | would later visit and walk the paths, crossing
small bridges, water flowing beneath with statues in
grotto settings. The flowers, in all their glory, were
bursting with color and HUGE! The air was electri-
fied as the brothers bustled about. | learned that
they were preparing for an event taking place that
Thursday evening, a two-hundred dollar a plate fund-
raiser dinner to benefit the new graduate theology
school.

| guess the elevator is off limits as are the private
areas in use by the seminarians, so Marge Lane, our
Council Rep, and I lugged our suitcases up to the
second floor and settled in to our comfortable rooms.
As far as | could see, a twin bed, large closet, desk,
chair and sink were standard amenities. A large
shower room and a separate restroom containing a
number of stalls adequately accommodated several
guests. A very small Meditation/Prayer room had a
‘silence warning’ sign hanging at its open entry. Af-
ter exploring, | shadowed Marge to make sure | was
in the right place at the correct time. We went down-
stairs to a large meeting room to see if we could help
with set-up for tomorrow’s meeting.

| was so impressed with the simple beauty of the
Chapel where we had Evening Prayer and Mass at 5
PM. I'd never seen bench seating facing sideways,
the length of the building rather than the width, a
wide aisle in the center, even though | have been in
several churches and cathedrals in Europe. Liturgy
of the Hours is perfect for the division of side one
and side two, and the memory of the uplifting voices
chanting and singing has spoiled me, leaving me un-

fulfilled whenever ‘normal’ prayer is spoken.

Since the main dining room would not be avail-
able to our early arriving members of the Lay Provin-
cial Council, we gathered, informally in a second
floor lounge where our rooms were located and
shared delicious pizza. From the balcony, we caught
glimpses of elegantly dressed guests socializing on
the lawn, with pre-dinner cocktails in hand. This was
such a special weekend for our Dominican Family:
the fundraiser; four of the brothers were making sol-
emn vows on Saturday; and Fr. Lawrence Edward
Banfield, OP, 91 years young, was celebrated for his
sixty-fifth jubilee of ordination to the priesthood.

| happened to read a little news clipping in the
glass enclosed case in the court yard walkway by the
statue of our blessed Mother, about Fr. Banfield.
When he was newly born, he suffered so severely
from life threatening convulsions that the doctors in
those early years were at a loss as to how to treat
him. They finally decided that they would administer
large doses of aspirin, but as they were preparing
this, a woman in a long black dress was seen going
into the nursery and praying over the child. When
the doctors came in with the medicine, they were as-
tonished to find that the seizures completely stopped.
In the 1980's, the article said, Fr. Banfield had the
occasion to meet with a modern day Spanish mystic
who was said to have been visited three times by the
Blessed Virgin Mary while in concentration camp dur-
ing the war. He told Fr. Banfield that he had a mes-
sage to deliver. He said he was told by the Virgin
that it was Mother Cabrini that prayed over him that
fateful day.

It was great to meet the Western Province Reps
and to hear their chapter reports. As one of about a
half a dozen observers, | had “no voice” and could
not speak out or vote, but | was able to participate
when we broke into small groups to review assigned
sections of the Particular Directory, and | did speak
out as to the word flow meaning. Elections were in-
teresting and if | had been allowed to vote, | would
have been in the majority of the end result. It's a
good Executive Committee! We are well repre-
sented.

Saturday afternoon, | was able to be a part of a
group that toured the campus of the Dominican
School of Philosophy and Theology. The facilities,
still under construction, were to be completed by the

(Continued on page 9)




end of July. An elementary school was converted to
offices and a former Jewish synagogue was restruc-
tured into primary classrooms and a state of the art
lecture amphitheater.

| enjoyed our social time together. The dining
room was a great place to socialize. The food was
good and well organized. On one lunch occasion |
was lucky to be seated at a round table with Prior
Provincial Fr Roberto Corral, except | goofed and
called him Fr. Carlos! Speaking of Fr. Carlos Azpiroz
Costa, the Master of the Order, we were all assem-
bled in front of the dining hall when he arrived and
greeted each one of us with a kiss! Then he noticed
my Dominican Family t-shirt and showed us that he
too was sporting one under his habit. | bet him that |
have more shirts than he does.....| can’t believe my
good fortune.

One evening we broke into informal groups, and
Maryanne Thacker, Provincial Lay Promoter of For-
mation, facilitated. We were discussing some of the
topics selected for formation studies. | liked what St.
Catherine of Siena Chapter chose to study; they
watched modern movies with spiritual themes and
then discussed the religious symbolism in them.

Another evening, some of us walked around the
neighborhood block enjoying the lovely houses and
their landscapes. We stopped off at an ice-cream
shop and a bakery. The local pizzeria was packed
with customers being served extraordinarily huge
pizzas, so | suspect that was the place our yummy
Thursday pizzas came from.

The presence of the Master of the Order and his
socius for the U.S., fr Jerry Stookey, brought many
Dominican priests to St. Albert’s for their upcoming
gathering. One former Prior of St. Albert’s and for-
mer Prior Provincial, Fr. Paul Scanlon, OP, published
his first book, Finding the Elusive God and many of
us bought, at discount, a personally signed copy. It's
a wonderful book and I am happy to lend it out.

They have a wonderful library that one might find
in a grand mansion, with French doors leading out
into the Gardens, and in the courtyard, there is a
large statue of St. Dominic by a pond that was just
refurbished. Large colorful goldfish get everyone’s
attention, and if you look carefully you may meet the
resident turtles that like to be fed by the kitchen staff.
As an observer, | was charged $45 a night, which in-
cluded the room and all meals, so it was quite a bar-
gain and monies well spent. | sent a thank you note

to let them know how much | appreciated their hospi-
tality which completely charmed me!

All'in all, it was a unique experience, and | hope
that every single Lay Dominican will have an oppor-
tunity to make this visit of connection to our Domini-
can heritage.

) O " (
Jim Tucker, OPL
Mary Mother of Truth Chapter

Jim Tucker, OPL, of Mary Mother of Truth (Mesa
AZ) Chapter is usually faithfully administering to
those in the prisons and jails, but he took some time
out to do the Lord’s work in a different way recently.
Religious Assistant and founder of Mary Mother of
Truth Chapter, Sr. Lynn Allvin, OP, has been organ-
izing Foreign Missions to Mexico for the last five
years as a staff member of St. Timothy’s parish. Jim
volunteered for the two week compassionate adven-
ture, which fit right in with the Chapter’s past Forma-
tion Study topic, Social Justice, and a part of the up-
coming formation study material, a book entitled
Compassion by Henri JM Nouwen, Donald P McNeill
and Douglas A Morrison.

After the initial interview, Jim had to meet the re-
guirements for travel which involved applying for a
passport that arrived in the nick of time. A half
dozen shots, two informational meetings and a three
day retreat at St. Joseph’s Shrine in Yarnell, AZ,
prepared Jim for the July 17 scheduled departure
date to the Yucatan Peninsula.

The adult team of 10 flew over the Gulf of Mexico
into the larger town of Merida where they were trans-
ported by bus two hours away to the rural town of
Akil and its outlying villages. “American mission
groups have been going to this small, safe commu-
nity for 35 years and the local Mayan people are very
welcoming and friendly,” reads the general informa-
tion material, and that is exactly as Jim found it to
be. The natives speak Yucatec Maya, and Spanish
is the second language.

The group settled in by storing their belongings in
a room that was part of an abandoned convent and
checked out their sleeping accommodations.....
hammocks in the great outdoors! Actually, the locals
make the hammocks (maca), and they are under a
ramada called a palapa. There was indoor plumbing




10

for the women and the men'’s facilities were located
in a separate room attached to the back of the build-
ing. Everyone was asked to carefully conserve wa-
ter by limiting bath time. Purified water in five gallon
containers and individual bottles was available for
drinking and cooking.

Jim noticed that a volleyball game was underway
in the center of town when the group first arrived,
and later he understood that it was a week long tour-
nament event; a highlight for the villagers just as a
baseball game would be in the states.

The town structures consisted of some small
convenience stores, a town hall, a playground, and a
church. The weather was warm, monsoon season,
and it rained just about every day, mostly midday for
short periods of time. After 9 — 10 o’clock, the
nights got really cool. Mosquito candle repellents
were strategically placed around the sleeping quar-
ters.

A typical day began by rising at 7 AM (they are
on Pacific time zone) and making their way down the
road, a mile and a quarter away, either by bus or by
foot, to the church where the local priest resides
nearby. In spite of his cane, Jim did get his exer-
cise. He said the main roads are paved but in very
bad condition. Three Mayan women prepared their
food, which was eaten outdoors, buffet style. Meal
times were at 8 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM. The dishes
were not paper plates but ceramic. After meals, the
group helped clean up the area as the women
washed and rinsed the dishes and utensils in bowls,
“old fashion style,” said Jim. Village women washed
the group’s laundry, also the “good old fashion” way,
hanging out to dry, every “unmentionable” in all its
glory! They may be poor but they are very clean,
observed Jim.

On this sixth annual Mission, the building of Pa-
dre Santos Villegas’ Mayan Pastoral Center contin-
ues to be the major service project as it began on
the first July 2001 Mission. Padre Santos is the only
priest, serving three neighboring communities, and
he gets around in a little Volkswagen, holding Mass
on weekends. The Pastoral Center is located 10 —
15 miles away from the church and is so remote that
no utilities are available. The missionaries painted
and varnished exterior frames for the center and
went to a convent school site to help build a bamboo
hut for a family whose members were active in the
church. Most housing is constructed of bamboo

palms woven into tree pole framing with an open en-
tryway. The roof is palm material that overhangs
down the sides, for protection from the elements,
much like the English thatched roof. One can see
the open tree pole framing as there are no solid
walls. The wood poles were already in the ground
and tons of palms were precut and bundled awaiting
the weaving process, so the project was finished in
four days. There are very few cinder block “luxury”
homes.

The celebration of Mass was not possible every
day; however, bios on the saint of the day, the reci-
tation of the Rosary and Scripture sharing filled the
daily agenda. After the 2 PM meal, everyone inte-
grated into the custom of taking SIESTA, then free
time followed. In the evenings everyone gathered to
socialize until 10 PM when it was time to hit the
lights or rather the stars to sleep or gaze.

Some tourist sights were on the itinerary, like the
famous Uxmal or Chichen Itza ruins of ancient Ma-
yan civilization, but the schedule was flexible and the
group opted instead to make a “Culture Day” visit to
a shopping mall to buy souvenirs. The long bus ride
was almost comical as dogs were asleep in the mid-
dle of the road and the driver had to contend with
their slow movements to clear the way. Also on the
agenda was “Mission Clinic Day” an annual event
where Doctor Larry LeBeau, a regular mission par-
ticipant, tends to the villager's medical needs.

For Jim, the highlight of the trip was the opportu-
nity to visit the region’s prison which houses approxi-
mately 120 — 160 inmates. The missionaries visited
and prayed the Rosary in Spanish with those prison-
ers who wished to join in. It shocked Jim to see the
mixed prison population, males, two women and ju-
veniles housed in the same building. Some of the
group purchased hand made articles and rosaries
from the prisoners. Jim told the group that in some
countries, including Mexico, it is customary for the
families of the incarcerated to provide food for them.

Alas, it was over too soon and they packed up
their hammocks, which they were allowed to keep,
savoring the memories. Thank you, Jim, for shar-
ing your experience with us. Would he go again?
Ask him! Wherever the Spirit leads....a new
“adventure to serve.”

—submitted by Marge Lane, OPL
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(Continued from page 10)

VOCATION OUTREACH!

We all meet people from time to time who are
searching for a focused spirituality, a meaningful
community, a friendship with God. They just don't
where to go or how to find it or even if there is such a
thing for lay people.

Kathy Rhody, member of Mary Magdalene Chap-
ter in Arizona, has been won-
dering what to do about this
dilemma. How do we identify
these people? God heard
Kathy’s frustration and gave
her an inspiration. Her enthu-
siasm, energy and ideas are
“catching”.

After chatting with artist
and chapter member, Gilbert
Mejia, Gil and Kathy created a
beautiful poster with pockets
for brochures (see picture)
promoting Lay Dominicans.
Since we are all one family, Kathy contacted the
Formation Directors from each of the four Arizona
chapters and asked if they would like posters and
brochures. Each chapter was given posters, bro-
chures and a list of Catholic churches in their area.
Chapter members were asked to help distribute
them, along with a letter requesting that they place a
small blurb in their church bulletin promoting each
chapter’s Information Night.

As if this wasn't enough, Kathy then called the
Managing Editor of the The Catholic Sun, the Phoe-
nix diocesan newspaper, and asked if he would like
to do a feature article on lay orders and communities.
He liked the idea and the result was a picture on the
front page and a lengthy article. [See www.
catholicsun.org/2006/augl7/local/secularorders.html

There will also be a perpetual notice in the dioce-
san news for anyone interested in Dominican Laity,
with a contact person directing callers to the nearest

chapter.

Following this beautiful Dominican path to Truth is
a gift from God we all must share. No doubt there
are people out there who are called to join us and
just need a simple invitation. | hope Kathy's inspira-
tion gives you ideas on ways to spread the good
news of your chapter. We have so much to offer.
Let’s let the world know it!

Maryanne Thacker
Promoter of Formation

email mathacker4d4@aol.com Tel. 480 755-8502

Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you called
your servant Dominic to set off on a journey of
faith as itinerant pilgrim and preacher of grace.
With your Word of gentle Truth in his heart and
on his lips, Dominic invited the first sisters and

brothers to join him in alife of contemplative
obedience in the service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you to
breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once again
into our hearts and minds. Re-create us, so that
we might faithfully and joyfully proclaim the gos-
pel of peace, through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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PilTette, renewing, August 8 (Holy Spirit Chapter);
frs Ambrose Sigman and Dominic David
Maichrowicz , first profession, September 2;

Daniel and Rachel Rubeck, first profession,
May 28 (Holy Family Chapter);

Bernadette Davison, OPL since 1959, was
voted by the St. Joseph Chapter as their newest ac-
tive member after being away for some time. Wel-
come home, Bernadette;

Gary Topping, OPL, Moderator of St. Catherine
of Siena Chapter, Salt Lake City, and his bride,
Marianna Hopkins, married at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Magna, Utah, on August 5;

Jennifer Swanson, received, June 6 (Our Lady
of the Mountain);

Sr Glenn Anne McPhee, OP, of Dominican Sis-
ters of Mission San Jose, who has been chosen as
the next Chancellor of the Diocese of Oakland.

and deceased that have been, up to now, Tisted in
the Provincial Membership Directory is now avail-
able online. Each member who is listed there can
access his/her own profile and keep it current. One
member of each chapter is given rights as cyber
manager to maintain the chapter’s records. Rights
to delete or move a member is reserved to the sys-
tems operator, Jane Fallon [jane.fallon@cox.net]
and Karen Woods [kwoodsopl@juno.com].

In addition, any member can access another
chapter to get addresses, etc., and perhaps,
through contact and working together, contribute to
the sense of a provincial community. Instructions
for access have been sent to each chapter modera-
tor to distribute to the members. Please help to
keep the directory up to date so that it can serve
us all.

DIDJA KNOW that our brother Tom Condon, OP,
of the Southern Province, reviews movies and
even discovers some little known gems to recom-

+ , *I*#*  thatlists all members present mend? See DomlLife.org and check it out.
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