OTINTHE W(

Inside
#
e
$ % (
&' $
)y " 1& *
+ /1
.10
& %) $
2- 3 1
4 3
5 mpeon
Christ in the World!
4% %
& tO)Y*D#
4, )-- )*$$. 4, )-- ,$$+/0 1
2 34
5 34
AVAILABLE ON THE WEB:
HTTP://ILAYDOMINICANSWEST.
ORG and at
VWWW.DOMLIFE.ORG
0 0
% 0
or7-,, 0
7 ,, 6 6
0

The General Chapter of 2007 was convened in El Convento
de Santo Domingo (founded in 1550) in Bogota, Colombia, on
July 18 and concluded on August 8.

Lay Dominicans invited to this General Chapter were Mr.

Duncan MacLaren, OP (Province of England/Glasgow) and Sra.
Maria Isabel Serrano Guarguati, OP (Province of Colombia).

In his Relatio, Master of the Order fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa set out suggested
agenda for the Chapter, including

a word of “gratitude, acknowledgement and encouragement to our contempla-

tive sisters;

renewal “in the full sense of the Dominican mission...a
preaching without frontiers®;

collaboration “among the provinces; ...among all branches of
the Dominican Family, to assure our life and our mission beyond
the limits of each entity and of each branch*;

communication: “a question of assuring that we listen to...
and communicate the message...We do not intend simply to be
‘speakers’ of the word. In the image and likeness of Dominic,
we have been entrusted with the office of the
Word!” [St. Catherine of Siena, Dialogue #158];

communication among ourselves;

The commissions (named after the first words of some of

Pope John Paul II's texts):

Redemtoris Missio: Mission and Preaching
Fides et Ratio: Intellectual Life and Studies
Vita Consecrata: Fraternal Life in Common
Pastores Dabo Vobis: Vocations and Formation
Pastor Bonus: Government
Laborem Exercens: Economy
Ut unum sint: Constitutions
It is worthy of time in our ongoing formation to read and discuss the Relatio.

In his homily at the Mass of the Holy Spirit which opened the Chapter, Fr. Jose
Gabriel Mesa Angulo, OP, Prior Provincial, Province of San Luis Bertrand, Co-
lombia, reminded the participants and us:

We, Dominicans, have been acknowledged throughout history
as teachers of the word; however, our first preaching consists of
the testimony of silence that sustains the word. We learned this
from our holy father Dominic since the beginning of our Order.
We have come here not only to speak, but also to silently listen
to whatever the Spirit wants to tell us through the Word of God
and through the words of our brethren.

We have so many words to share during these days, as well
cont. on page 12
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July 31, 2007 BOGOTA,
COLOMBIA-- It is with great
sadness that we report the
sudden and untimely death of our
brother Dominigue Renouard,
OP, the Vicar of the Master of
the Order. He died in his sleep of
a sudden heart attack while at-
tending the General Chapter in
Bogota.

On Tuesday, July 31st at 6:30 pm (Colombia
time), the friars [celebrated] a Eucharist in the Con-
ventual Church of Saint Dominic in Bogota with his
body present. In a commuinique from Santa Sabina,
the friars said, " We thank God for having given us
in the person of Brother Dominique a remarkable
brother, an exceptional friend and a model Domini-
can who served the Order until the last moment of
his life. We commend to the Lord and to the Virgin
of the Rosary the new life of our brother Dominique.

According to fr Carlos Azpiroz Costa, “Taking
into account the situation of Dominique® parents,
the burial will be on L@bresle (La Tourette, Lyon) in
the priory® cemetery (beside fr. Vincent de Coues-
nongle).”

Here is the full text of the message that ap-
peared on IDI:

It is with sadness that we have to share the news
that during the night of Sunday, 29th July, Bro. Do-
minique Renouard, Vicar to the Master of the Order
and Socius for the Provinces of Northwestern
Europe and Canada died of a massive heart attack.

Monday 30, when Bro Dominique did not partici-
pate at Lauds and neither went for breakfast, Bro
Carlos, the Master of the Order, went to see if Domi-
nique needed help, and he found him dead in bed.
His room is near a small chapel. The Lord called
him during the night and invited him to His Easter
feast. He is now with Him celebrating the eternal
feast. Bro Carlos, the Master, carries with great suf-
fering and hope in God the loss of such a close,
loyal, transparent and efficient collaborator. This
same feeling is shared by all our brothers. The

members of the Chapter are shocked, and we have
suffered and cried because of this unexpected
death.

Our brother Dominigue was born in France on
the first of December 1947. He professed in the Or-
der in the Province of Lyon on October 24, 1976 and
was ordained priest on September 12, 1981. Domi-
nigue had a doctorate in Physics and was working in
the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique in
Grenoble when Bro Timothy Radcliffe called him to
join the government of the Order in 1998. Bro Car-
los then appointed him his Vicar.

All of us who lived with him at Santa Sabina,
Rome, enjoyed his friendship, generosity and solici-
tude for the Order. In his letter Bro Carlos told me “It
was a great shock, Dominique was well, happy and
worked hard to prepare this Chapter. He gave his
life to the Order”. Bro Timothy, on the other hand
said “I spoke at length with him three days ago. He
told me that he had never felt so happy in the Order,
and that, notwithstanding the challenges, he loved
the Order even more”.

As believers we celebrated his life and his death
welcomed in the life and death of the Lord. Let us
keep our Brother in our prayers, and also the Master
of the Order and the members of the Chapter. Let
his discrete and vital presence full of Dominican
courage accompany us during this General Chapter
of Bogota! We are sure that his help will have the
“newness” of the brother who is now risen in the
Lord.

from www.domlife.org
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EMERGENCY FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY THE
EARTHQUAKE IN PERU

DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT

A strong earthquake occurred at 6:40 during the
afternoon the 15" of August and the epicenter was
localized in the ocean, 60 miles west of Pisco, at a
depth of 33 kilometers. The Geological Services
confirmed the location of the epicenter to 148 kilo-
meters south west of Lima and 110 kilometers north
east of Ica.

Subsequently there were various aftershocks.
The telluric movements were strongly felt in different
points in the Capital. In the center of Lima , workers
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abandoned buildings to group in the streets. As so it
was felt through the coast of Peru to the south of
Colombia.

The United States Geological Service informed
that the earthquake had an intensity of 7.9 grades in
the Richter scale. Panic and chaos took over many
streets of Lima where some constructions collapsed.

REPORT OF VICTIMS AND DAMAGE

The day after the violent earthquake there was a
grim panorama. It left at least 387 dead and more
than 1.500 injured is the balance left by the quake
that shocked a grand part of Peru. The major part of
the victims corresponds to the city of Pisco, one of
the most affected; fearing it has left more dead after
a Church full of people collapsed burying the faithful.

The Mayor of Pisco, Juan Mendoza, told about
the difficult situation with a dramatic testimony be-
tween tears. “The city is destroyed in 70% and there
are hundreds of dead laid out in the streets, injured
in the hospitals, this is indescribable.” He added be-
tween tears, “We don’t have water, we don’t have
communication, houses have fallen down, and
the churches are destroyed,” pointing this out ur-
gently asking for medical help to the government for
his city of 130.000 inhabitants.

The desolating panorama extended to the De-
partment of Ica where there are 70 dead and 800 in-
jured. The services of health and emergency in Ica
are congested and their capacity of attention has
collapsed, lacking in areas of personnel, medica-
tions, clinical and surgical services.

EMERGENCY DECLARATION

The President of the Republic, Alan Garcia
Perez, at 9:00 pm made a statement to the nation by
the principal means of communication, exhorting
calmness and declaring the state of emergency in
the Department of Ica and suspending classes in all
the national territory.

The Minister of Health, Carlos Vallejos, an-
nounced that all health establishments in the coun-
try, state and privately owned be on red alert and
anyone that needs their service can approach it.

RESPONSE FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Today Pope Benedict XVI sent a telegram to the
diocese affected that he finds himself, “deeply sad-
dened” for the victims and injured that this earth-
guake caused. In this telegram signed by the Secre-

tary of Sate of the Vatican, the Cardinal, Tarciso
Bersconi, the Pope, “offers votes to the Lord , for the
eternal rest of the deceased” and asks to transmit
his “sincere condolences” to the families.

The President of the Peruvian Episcopal Confer-
ence, Monsignor Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, appointed
Caritas of Peru, the Institution to canalize the help to
the zone affected by the disaster through the Na-
tional Net of Caritas Diocesans.

For this reason, the President of Caritas Peru,
Monsignor Miguel Irizar made a call to solidarity to
give all the help possible to the affected zones.

“We need medicines, tents, food and all the help that
can be given. We are coordinating with all the par-
ishes of the zone to help all the affected,” said Mon-
signor Guido Breqa, Bishopof Ica.

The same, the Cardinal Juan Luis Cirpiani ex-
pressed his solidarity to the families that have lost
their loved ones by the cause of this big earthquake
and he reminded that “all the Bishops from all over ,
are near you in prayer and in a special way to the
people of Ica, Cagete and Chincha.”

CAMPAIGN OF SOLIDARITY IN FAVOR OF LIFE
“EMERGENCY FOR THE AFFECTED BY THE
EARTHQUAKE IN PERU”

A team of Caritas of Peru has travelled to the city
of Ica to coordinate help in the web of parishes and
institutions of the Church, as to obtain first hand in-
formation of the occasioned damage. The Diocese
of Ica is the diocese hardest hit by the earthquake.
Information for sending a donation to the Diocese of
Ica, Peru where our Dominican brother, Monseqor
Guido Breqa, OP, is the bishop.

Diocesan Office: “Obispado de Ica”

Bank: Banco de Cridito del Perz — Sucursal Ica
(the bank’s Ica Branch)

Account for U.S. Dollars (and probably Euros):
380 - 15403227 -1- 77

English translation of original Spanish
from email from fr Brian Pierce, OP

PLEASE SEE WWW.DOMLIFE.ORG FOR THE
LATEST NEWS RE PERU.

SEE DOMLIFE ALSO FOR NEWS RE NEW
ORLEANS, AT THE 2ND ANNIVERSARY OF
HURRICANE KATRINA.
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Karen Woods, OPL

In a recent interview with NCR,
excerpted by Catholic Online*, fr
Albert Nolan, OP, was explaining the
phrase “Radical Freedom” in the subtitle of
his book: Jesus Today: A Spirituality of
Radical Freedom.

We develop a superficial kind of freedom, which in
the end is not freedom at all, because we just imprison
ourselves more. It's not the freedom to choose any
brand of toothpaste you like. What people too often
seek is freedom of the ego instead of freedom from the
ego.
Freedom of the ego means that | can do whatever |
like in relation to others. The more my will triumphs,
the more free | am. That is nonsense, illusion.

The freedom Jesus was talking about and the free-
dom | write about is the freedom from the ego. In other
words, I'm not tied down to my own selfishness. It's
the freedom to do God'’s will, to love other people, to
be one with them and with the whole universe. It's the
freedom to work for the common good and not just my
selfish idea of what's good for me.

He is speaking globally, but It occurred to me, as |
read that excerpt, that this is key to living our commit-
ment to the pillar of community in our own chapters
and in our provincial life as well.

He goes on to say: We have to start with getting in
touch with the reality about ourselves; we can then
begin to see the truth of the world. We begin to see
the world right side up by beginning to see ourselves
right side up, beginning to see what'’s really happening
in all humility, understanding ourselves rightly.

We begin to recognize our motives. We recognize
that we project our problems onto others, that we have
a false image of ourselves and that we're projecting
that false image. We recognize that there are good
things in ourselves too.

Until we see what's happening within, we are, as
Jesus would say, people with a huge logs in our eyes.
We're blinded by something we need to remove in
order to see clearly, to see that we're not the center
of the world.

Let us each ponder this as we consider the quality
of our chapter life and our attitude toward our provin-
cial community and beyond. How much am | either
contributing to or detracting from the peace and love

that is the standard for our community life?
*http://www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=24807&page=1

e *
Fr Vincent Serpa, OP

Last month | suggested that Good Friday is
our context as Christians and in a very particular
way as Dominicans. This means that it is our voca-
tion to enter into this paschal mystery, as the Church
calls it, by means of our own Dominican spirituality.

“Spirituality” has many meanings these days ac-
cording the context from which it is discussed. New
Agers can be quite content to speak of it without any
reference to God whatsoever. They provide us with
a contemporary example of a sub-culture. The dic-
tionary defines “culture” as the sum total of ways of
living, built up by a group of human beings and
transmitted from one generation to another. Itis, of
course, possible to speak of culture regarding enti-
ties such as religion. Certainly, we Catholics have a
culture all our own. Terms like “ novenas,”
“sacramentals.” and “making a visit” are incompre-
hensible to non-Catholics.

These are outward expressions of Catholicism.
Her inner culture is what we call Her spirituality.
When we go into Her interior dimensions we find a
spirituality that is rich beyond our ability to com-
pletely fathom—because at its center is God Him-
self.

| like Fr. Peter Stravinskas’ definition of Catholic
spirituality: “the rootedness of the individual both in
the paschal mystery of Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion---and the community of the Catholic Church
brought to birth by that paschal mystery.” Simply
put, the paschal mystery is the reality of God’s love
for us as expressed in the passion and death of
Christ. You and | are rooted in this. But we only un-
derstand it to the degree that we are able—very
much like an infant is aware of its parents’ love. ltis
completely unable to fathom the parent’s concerns
and efforts on its behalf. All it knows consists in the
primitive awareness of being nourished and fondled.

Our awareness of the reality of the Lord’s incar-
nation and passion are actually more primitive and
limited by comparison. No wonder Our Lord tells us
that we must become as little children to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven! We must become such even
to ponder it. And ponder it we do in our Dominican
way. According to Fr. William Hinnebusch, O.P. this
way leads first through contemplation. No one can

(Continued on page 6)



8 repose of the souls 0
Virginia, 09 %
/: : 0& 1
<% +.
Lorraine Widhelm 0 /
: D % ; 1 I,
Marguerite Beauregard 0 %
/: : 0& ; 1' % -,.
Alex Janson 0 / 5 0
: 1' % $
fr Dominigue Renouard, OP 9 0o : 0
% 0= &
Barbara Sanzo 0 =6 = 1,
John Greene 0 =6 D).
Lee Leinen, OPL 0> b5 ;
0O O ' %
Mary Mastandrea 0 O OHE, >
5 ; 1
8 all those who mourn, 0 0
6.
8 victims of natural disasters %

For relief of hunger in our world, especialy in Africa;

8  peaceful solution 0
6 .
8 thosewhoareill %
8
? : Zora Godfrey; thanks-

giving for prayer answered: Julieta Gonzalez’
new job, Mary Catherine Romer’s recovery;

; Bernie Calagos 0= ;
5 0 Eleanor Janson
= X Julie Cote; Dionysus Hora; Karren
Olson;
> 5 X Sue King, Margaret Fuleki !
% Michael Christina Hayes
. > @ Gemma. ;
> A Bill and Sue Hoesly.
B 2; C Maria Genko. 5 C
Mary Louise Powell. D 2 C
, Mark Lewis. ; Do CoO Mary
Ann Brei Joe Borgi;
o : X Maury Glassy;

B : Gloria Navarro; Lillian Torrent;

Steven Owens 0D . Robert ODell;
; ; ; Hal Tanforan.
L % : : Hugh Malone, 0
. Lustre 0 Jackie Burse, 0

frs Cassian Lewinski, Bede Wilks, Mark
Gorski; Finbarr Hayes; Stan (Fabian) Parmisano;
For our sisters and brothers in Irag;

For the Brothers & Novices in formation ' @
2 B C 8 X

8 6 .

8 B 0 0

6 0 .
8 4 0 B
8 % 00
% .

8 % 0 6

8 %

8

%

Jubilee Prayer

God of Mercy, In your eternal Wisdom, you
called your servant Dominic to set off on a
journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle
Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him
in a life of contemplative obedience in the
service of the holy preaching.

As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us,
so that we might faithfully and joyfully pro-
claim the gospel of peace,

through the same Christ, our

Lord.
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation

A big “Thank you” to Mary Halvorson from Holy Rosary Chapter, Portland, OR, for being the first to sub-
mit a social justice summary for her chapter. Following are selections from her report.

Some of the social justice activities listed are: Thanksgiving Baskets for the poor, member of Right to
Life organizations, parish nurse, working in neighborhood programs, working in different parish programs,
volunteering at legal clinics, switchboard, advocates for political representatives — petitions/home meetings,
school volunteers, volunteer at soup kitchens, participating on the Choose Life Board in Washington, patrtici-
pating on the Life and Loving Board of Directors, establishing the John Paul Il Center for Life in Washing-
ton, and participating on the Consolation Apostolate — an advocacy board for Catholic Community Service.

Mary provided excerpts from an article: “Defining Social Justice,” by Michael Novak, Copyright 2000 First
Things 108 (December 2000): 11-13. “...Social justice rightly understood is a specific habit of justice that is
“social” in two senses. First, the skills it requires are those of inspiring, working with, and organizing others
to accomplish together a work of justice... The second characteristic of “social justice rightly understood” is
that it aims at the good of the city, not of one agent only...”

I'm providing you a readily available resource for the definition of Social Justice. It is located in the Glos-
sary from the second edition of The Catechism of the Catholic Church, (CCC) United States Catholic Con-
ference, Inc., Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2000, page 899. “Social Justice: The respect for the human person
and the rights which flow from human dignity and guarantees it. Society must provide the conditions that al-
low people to obtain what is their due, according to their nature and vocation.” CCC paragraphs 1928 and
1931 were referenced.

An important chart points out the difference between “Charity” and “Justice.” See http://www.osjspm.org/
charity and justice chart.aspx. “Charity” responds to immediate needs and provides direct services like
food, shelter and clothing. Charity is directed at the effects of injustice, its symptoms. Charity is private, indi-
vidual acts. Examples of Charity are homeless shelters, food banks, and emergency
shelters. On the other hand “Justice” = social change. Justice promotes social change
in institutions or political structures. Justice responds to long term needs. Justice is di-
rected at the root causes of social problems. Justice addresses the underlying struc-
tures or causes of these problems. Justice is public, collective actions. Examples of
justice are: legislative advocacy, changing policies and practices, and political action.
The Gospel Story that exemplifies works of charity is The Good Samaritan Story. (Lk
10:25-37). The Exodus Story (The Book of Exodus) demonstrates an action for justice.
Can you determine why the two stories are identified as either being samples of doing
Charity, or, of doing Justice?

Review and list the different actions that you do for people. Do they fall under “Charity,” or, “Justice” as
defined by the “Charity and Justice” Chart? We need to do both; that is, works of Charity and works of Jus-
tice.

(Continued frompage4) THE PROMOTER’S PLACE

simply decide to “do” contemplative prayer. Such prayer is a gift that only God can initiate in us. But we
can help to make ourselves receptive to such a gift. We prepare through study, through lectio divina,
through liturgical and private prayer (the rosary and other devotions) and through sharing our journey with
others. All of this rests on personal time with St. Dominic at the foot of the cross. This is essential. More
next time.
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By Barry McQuillan, OPL
St. Andrew Chapter

Twentieth-Century Catholic
Theologians

by Fergus Kerr OP,
Blackwell Publishing, 2006
Paperback, 240 pages

It is very difficult to express, to those born after
1970, what the Catholic church “was” before 1960.
(After all, the church is the same, and the church is
different.) This book touches on one aspect that is
not entirely obvious to those outside seminaries-
how theology was practiced before and after Vati-
can ll, as exemplified by the work of 11 theologi-
ans:

Pre-Vat II: Garrigou-LaGrange OP (in Rome)
Post-Vat Il: 3 Dominicans (Chenu, Congar, Schille-
beeckx); 4 Jesuits (Rahner, Lonergan, Urs von
Balthasar, de Lubac); Hans Kung, and 2 future
popes (Wojtyla and Ratzinger).

Kerr's approach is to set up Garrigou-LaGrange
as “the bad guy,” who exemplifies the teaching of
Thomas Aquinas as an abstract geometry proof:
fixed, immutable, perfect...”just memorize it.” As
such, anyone who attempts to step outside this
particular approach to Aquinas is suspect. The
other 10 manage to go in different directions,
“breaking the monopoly of monolithic NeoScholas-
ticism.” Chenu studied under Garrigou-LaGrange,
but then moved to look at Aquinas “in its historical
context” --what was going on in the 13th century—
and Chenu’s approach was suspect, not to be en-
couraged. In 1958, Congar wrote a seminal book,
Lay People in the Church, which argued that the
laity were not second class Christians...and the
book was almost put on the Index of Forbidden
Books! (Congar had already been silenced, for
several years, forbidden to preach or write) Six
years later, the book’s arguments are enshrined in
the Vatican Il document on the laity. John Paul Il
named Congar a cardinal.

One reads about 20 pages on each of the 11
theologians, so as to obtain a flavor of their life's
work as theologians, going in directions other than
the classical NeoScholasticism. Personally, |
found the book fascinating. (I'll admit | do not ap-
preciate what the Jesuits did.) | have experienced
“both sides” in course work. This juxtaposition has

also let me understand a variety of colorful charac-
ters and events in my past -- even in the past
month. This book is not just “dry history”, but it be-
came very personal for me.

/

by Jerry Stookey, OP
Former Promoter General of the Dominican Laity
(Given at Congress 2007, March 2007)

Good morning, preachers!

Thank you for coming to Argentina to attend this
International Congress of Lay Dominican Fraterni-
ties! | know that everyone has made a great sacri-
fice just to get ready for the Congress and just to
be here today.

How is your preaching going? That is the question
that all of us Dominicans should ask ourselves
regularly, and at the beginning of each new day.
So, at the beginning of our Congress, whose
theme is “Lay Dominicans: Companions in Preach-
ing,” let us ask ourselves right now: “How is our
preaching doing?”

I imagine we could spend the entire week here just
listening to each other’s answers to this challeng-
ing inquiry about our preaching. We would have
each one take a turn and tell us what it means
FOR YOU to be a preacher personally. Surely
each one’s report would include a lot about TO
WHOM you preach or WHAT message it is that
you most often preach to them. As modern disci-
ples, we would have to answer Jesus’ question of
us today: Who do YOU say that | am—and espe-
cially do you say it to others? How do you person-
ally communicate the Word of God to others?

| imagine that from some of you we would hear
stories of how difficult it is to preach to certain indi-
viduals or how hard it is to give testimony to God in
adversary circumstances. Many in this room would
share remarkable stories of what they

have already suffered in this life because of their
faith in the Crucified and Risen Lord. And yes, so
many of us would get the opportunity to tell our

(Continued on page 8)
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greatest success stories as preachers, and how we
really celebrated the Living Word of God with some
others who needed to hear it and who actually re-
sponded when they heard it.

Personally, | think every Dominican individual and
group should frequently ask how their preaching is
going. All our lives and mission should be seen in
relation to the Holy Preaching, and we should de-
velop a deep self-identity by calling ourselves
PREACHERS. Do you wake up in the morning ask-
ing yourself, how can | help spread the Word of God
today? A Dominican might ask herself “Who needs
to hear the message of God’s love where | will be
working today? A Lay Dominican might say to him-
self “I need to be a better Christian example here in
my neighborhood.” A Lay Dominican Chapter or Fra-
ternity could discuss having a community preaching
project together. You see, | believe every Dominican
priory, monastery, convent, fraternity or group should
evaluate their entire life and mission in relationship to
the Preaching. All of us ought to include a report on
our preaching in every one of our meetings!

The Master’s recent letter on the Preparation of the
800th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Nuns re-
minded me of the Second Vatican Council’s calling
us back to our roots and original preaching charism.
As fr Carlos wrote “Let us walk faithful to the love we
had at first.” Are we faithful to that first love we felt
when we began to know Christ and when we first be-
gan to walk in the way of the preachers? Let's go
back to what we always have been and are still sup-
posed to be: PREACHERS! As the Letter to the Ro-
mans (10:14) asks: how will they hear without a
preacher? How will there be any preaching, unless
people are sent and actually go out and preach? And
how would anyone go out and preach until they know
what they believe, and they clearly identify them-
selves as a preacher? And then, wise as serpents
(Mt. 10:16) we must go out and find a myriad of ways
to preach.

It is true that one cannot give what one does not
have. And likewise it is true that if we who “have”
preaching or who ARE preachers and call ourselves
an Order of Preachers, then we ought to give what
we do have! Go preach! Timothy Radcliffe has often
emphasized that we Dominicans are essentially MIS-
SIONARIES, perhaps the very first truly missionary

religious order of the Church. So being a Dominican
preacher is not something for OURSELVES or a vo-
cation for saving my own soul, although that will
hopefully be the result at the end. Rather, being a
Dominican preacher is for OTHERS, directed out-
ward in mission. Not self-centered, in other words,
but other-directed.

In order to truly celebrate our 800th anniversary, |
suggest we emphasize our being a religious “Order
of Preachers” just as much as we have emphasized
being “Dominicans” in recent history. That is, the love
we had at first was not about being followers of
Dominic de Guzman, but above all followers of Jesus
Christ. When the Order of Preachers first began to
walk faithfully, we might equally have been called
“Diegans” instead of “Dominicans” because it was
Bishop Diego of Osma who initially led the preaching
project, as our Dominican historian Sr. Barbara
Beaumont has stated. Too often being “Dominicans”
is folkloric in a way (although | do not mean to put
down our wonderful traditions of black and white, and
cute dogs with torches!). But what is rather essential
is being an Order of PREACHERS, not just
“Dominicans.”

We Dominicans run the same risk that a lot of Catho-
lics face, namely, we could almost completely forget
the initial project, the love we believers had at first, or
the original message of God’s love for all which Je-
sus preached. And instead, we could simply focus on
the cultural beauty of being a Christian or a Domini-
can. We end up DEVOTIONAL Christians and Do-
minicans, but not very deeply VOCATIONAL preach-
ers, like Jesus and Dominic were! In fact, the word
“Dominican”, as lovely as it is, helps keep us inactive,
keeps us neutral, allows us to focus on ME being
one. But the word “Preacher” is very active, cannot
be used as a simple identity but rather signifies that |
must be preaching to OTHERS, and not just to my-
self. So like Jesus and his follower Dominic de Guz-
man, we no longer live for ourselves but for HIM and
for OTHERS.

So thank God, the Order of Preachers has formed a
new International Commission on Preaching, which
includes men and women preachers from different
branches of our Family. May they assist us during
the Jubilee Anniversary in repeatedly asking the daily
perennial question “How is our preaching doing?”

(Continued on page 9)
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For there is an urgency of the Gospel being
preached that we cannot afford to ignore.

As Ruben reminded us in his reflection at Morning
Prayer, the world is full of suffering and many
needs. You might say, the world is waiting for us
preachers. But will the preachers be sent? How will
the world ever heatr, if there is no one prepared and
sent to preach? Many in the world do not know or
believe in Jesus the Christ. And still many more who
have heard of him or even profess to follow him, do
not believe in what he preached. Jesus went out of
his way to tell the synagogue and the whole world
that God is love and that all people are created in
love by God and that all God’s creatures are loved
by God. Every human on planet Earth is your
brother or sister!

And this is the preaching that does justice. Not jus-
tice as if it was a political campaign or a workers’ un-
ion or an ideology. But Biblical justice which defends
the equal rights of every person: they are your
brothers and sisters, whether you like them or not,
and they are loved by God, even if others do not
love them, and ALL people are children of God as
Jesus preached, especially those whom we love to
exclude and hate: widows, orphans, lepers, the sick,
women and children, foreigners, and even tax
collectors and soldiers.

But this is the preaching that also makes peace. Not
peace as if it were a political solution or a pacifist
movement or a philosophy. But Biblical peace which
means love and compassion even for our enemies.
In Christ you cannot kill your enemy. When we are
in Christ, murder is really fratricide, for every time
one is killed it is your brother or sister that is being
killed. Of course, we have enemies and evil people
do exist. But they are our brothers and sisters who
are mistaken and only our love, compassion, for-
giveness, and hard prayer and preaching might
bring them to conversion. Peace and justice are the
preacher’s basic message of Christ: God loves all
people equally and they are all your brothers and
sisters as children of God, and therefore you may
not kill any of them, not even your enemies.

| don’t think the world hears this message, or that

we preach clearly enough. It is a difficult task to be
a faithful preacher. It requires companions. Do not
attempt to preach alone! There is no such thing as

a lone Dominican -- we are the company of Preach-
ers, the companions in preaching, a community and
Family of Preachers. It takes prayer companions to
do this. It requires classmates or colleagues with
whom to study and learn. It will need support and
fraternal correction and organization, for the world is
NOT naive about organizing against the message of
God’s love. Even Jesus commented on this: how
can the enemies and evildoers be so good at their
wickedness and be so skilled at doing harm while
we faithful preachers do not get our act together, re-
main disorganized and unprepared! Jesus pushed
his disciples to ORGANIZE, not AGONIZE!

And all of this is the work of this Congress, so that
we might be more effective, faithful PREACHERS to
the world, in the manner of St. Dominic.

o 1 " # $%$

Submitted by Joyce Calagos, OPL

In early Aug. 2007, Tacoma Dominican Sis-
ter Mary Pat Murphy, O.P., was able to attend
the Pax Christ Conference in Seattle, WA. Here
is a summary of six ingredients, all critical, all
essential, for the church to be a potent agent of
peace with justice for peace. The talk was the
opening session offered by Jack Jezreel, the
founder of JUSTFAITH.

First, our recipe for peace must be a com-
mitment to connect OURSELVES with those
at the margins AND a deliberate strategy of
inviting others to SEE what they had not
seen before. Our work for peace must be
linked integrally with the experience of those
on the bottom. Only when they know peace
will peace be. Catholic social teaching de-
scribes the “option for the poor and vulner-
able” as “solidarity.

The second critical ingredient, which flows
out of the first, is what we sometimes call
justice education or peace education. One
important appropriation of the biblical
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themes of justice is articulated in the lan-
guage of Catholic social teaching. Catholic
social teaching speaks to dignity, solidarity,
the option for the poor, the rights of workers,
care of creation, peace and so on.

The third critical ingredient necessary for a
culture of peace and what may be the big-
gest, we must learn a new lifestyle, a simpler
lifestyle On a practical level, the two most
significant lifestyle choices we can make to
reduce our ecological footprint are to reduce
or eliminate our use of planes and cars and
to move to a plant-based diet. We must
learn how to reduce by 3/4 what we con-
sume.

The fourth ingredient for culturing peace is
that we must pray. We must learn to

pray. We must take the time to pray. Prayer
is a way of connecting with our Source.
Kathleen Norris describes prayer this way:
“Prayer is not asking for what you think you
want, but asking to be changed in ways you
can’t imagine.” We must be people of
prayer, people who are centered, people
who draw from a deep well. My thought is
that we must be as good at praying as we
are at strategizing for the peace rally. And
then the two will become linked. Prayerful
people host prayerful rallies, prayerful ac-
tions. Our work can become like a prayer —
integrated, thoughtful, and wise.

The fifth ingredient is a commitment to non-
violence. The presumption against violence
is a critical dimension of our faith. Violence
is wrong. Violence is ugly. Violence is the
saddest of human acts. And to the extent
that any human institution relies on and pro-
motes violence is the extent to which it must
be eyed suspiciously by the church.

The sixth and most often unacknowledged
ingredient of effective peacemaking is com-
munity. The historical template of our relig-

ious tradition is that so often those people
most committed to peacemaking and justice
were also people committed to community. It
would seem that the generativity of compas-
sion and care that characterize a Gospel life,
issues into community. And the hunger of
the human heart that God put in us is not
just for casual and recreational relation-
ships. We long for relationships of mean-
ing. We long to be connected, for healing,
for vocation, and for mission.

By Chris Weinfopf , OPL
St. Thomas Aquinas Chapter

“At the Foot of the Cross with St. Dominic” — this
is where, and how, members of the St. Thomas
Aquinas Chapter of the Dominican Third Order
spent the third weekend in July. Fr. Vincent Serpa,
Promoter of the Dominican Laity for the Western
Dominican Province, came to our town of Santa
Paula, California, to present a retreat that took us,
along with Holy Father Dominic, to Calvary.

We met at our local parish Friday evening, where
Fr. Vincent led us in vespers. From there, we turned
our attention to Father’s beloved print of Fra An-
gelico’s “Christ on the Cross Adored by St.
Dominic.” Father observed that, throughout the gos-
pels, nothing melts our Lord’s heart like the virtue of
humility. And for us, it is in adoring the crucified
Christ that true humility can be found. The evening
ended with a holy hour, and the group chanting
compline before Jesus in the most holy Eucharist.

Saturday morning we reconvened, this time with
members’ children present, at our parish elementary
school. After Mass, morning prayer, and coffee, the
teenagers took the young children out to the play-
ground, while Fr. Vincent gave an inspiring talk
about our Lord’s suffering and death. Father spoke
about how every form of human hardship is mani-
fested in Jesus’ passion. As such, whatever pains
we experience, be they physical, mental, or spiritual,
can always unite us to Christ. Our crosses, Father
said, are “stepping stones to holiness.”
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Later that afternoon we met again, with Father After brunch in the college cafeteria, we bid fare-
leading our group (which consists mostly of married  well to Fr. Vincent and to one another. We were
couples) in a discussion of family life. He stressed sorry to see Father leave, but grateful for the in-
the importance of the marital relationship to chil- sights, the prayer, and the contagious love for the
dren’s understanding of love and their parents. Dominican Order he shared with us all weekend
Moreover, he added, children relate to their world long.

physically: They need our touch, our presence, even
our smell. Above all, they need our time.
' (

- From there, we went to one of the chapter fam- San Jose Bishop Patrick McGrath will be the

ily's homes for a barbeque dinner — a relaxing end main celebrant at a Mass of Thanksgiving with the

to a full day. We had invited some prospective theme-- Celebrating 800 years of the founding of
Religious Orders with a branch for the Laity--- a
Laity that follow the spirit and charism of their
Founders, in their style of life and in the service of
the Church. It will be a gathering of Lay Augustini-
ans, Carmelites, Dominicans, and Franciscans.
The event will be held on November 3, 2007, at
St. Mary® Church, 219 Bean St., Los Gatos, CA.
95030 at 11:AM. A pot luck reception will follow. All
Dominicans are encouraged to attend to celebrate
their Lay family members. A collection at Mass is
to cover the expenditures.

Photo by Amy Dragoo, OPL

members to join us, making the evening not only a
good time for fellowship, but also a chance to offer
others an insight into the life of Lay Dominicans.
Once again, we concluded the night with a holy hour
at the local parish.

In the last issue of CIW, | tried to summarize the
business of the June LPC meeting but apparently
made some misstatements:

The LPC did not “set aside” the vote of the chap-

On Sunday morning, Father said Mass for our tersin reqard to the revision of t.he Particular Di-
group once more, this time in the chapel at nearby rectory; it independently determined — and the
Thomas Aquinas College. Fittingly, he ended the feedback from the chapters strongly sug--
celebration by asking that we sing a hymn “for the gested — that the PD needed some additional
lady we love” — at which point everyone present, work;
even the children, joined in a sweet rendition of - The version resulting from the work of the PD
“Salve Regina.” commission this year will be submitted to the

2008 LPC, if all goes well, which will then refer
the revision back to the chapters for approval;
The members of the commission listed did not
include officers Tony Galati and Gary Sims, in
addition to Steve Cain as active members of the
commission and myself as ex-officio member.
| apologize if my account caused confusion.
Karen Woods
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as so much silence to create together! There are so
many and so different voices... that we will have to
listen to one another to discover the Spirit’s voice
that comes to us from the farthest corners of the
world and, maybe, from the saddest and more
heart-breaking human situations that hurt our sensi-
tivity as preachers of the Gospel.

For the complete text of the Relatio, the list of
participants, pictures, as well as reports and homi-
lies from the Chapter, see http://mww.
dominicosbogota2007.org.

our brothers who were ordained to the diaconate
on May 26: Augustine Hilander, James Moore,
Dismas Sayre and Luan Pho;

Raphael Mary Thomas Salzillo, and Peter
Hoang Do, who made solemn vows on May 26.
[This is a correction of last month’s notice, which had the
events reversed — my apologies!];

Master of the Order, fr Carl Azpiroz Costa, OP, cele-
brating 20 years as a priest, August 15;

the new officers of the Lay Provincial Council of

Canada: president Mrs Teresa Lippingwell, O.P.,
from Luce Veritas Chapter, Toronto; Mrs Elaine
Champagne, O.P., from Fra-Angelico Chapter,
Montréal; Mrs Sharon Finnen, O.P., from Luce
Veritas Chapter, Toronto; Mrs Cathy Neugebauer,
O.P., from Mysteria Lucis Chapter, Vancouver; Mr
Kamal Zariffa, O.P., from Saint-Albert-le-Grand
Chapter, Montréal;

Margaret Fuleki, life profession, August 26 (Holy
Rosary Chapter);

Janis Irvin and LeRoy Anderson, received;
Roger and Marie Grinstead, first profession,
August 12 (Holy Trinity Chapter).

Our Lady of the Mountain Chapter: Moderator,
Lucy Jovanelly; Secretary, Sandra Morris; Treas-
urer, John Hendrycks; Formation Director, Connie
Hendrycks (1 year); LPC Rep., Diane Albano; LPC
Alt., Sandra Morris; Councilor, Lou Paxton.

-




